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High Thefarie 


“mini-Preface 
to Version 9.0 
‘This year | 995° s—breastbeating would be much the same as last year’s, which was really, if you look at it 
with compassion (which is what it’s for, for heaven’s sake), a rather eloquent whine. Ergo, being“in a hurry to get 
this-out this week, much earlier in November than before, I leave it to last.year’s Preface to tug -at your heartstrings 
and such. Maybe, just maybe, I can supply. the long-awaited graphics to HT 31. Or maybe not till later. But, in any 
case, note that this paragraph is being written less than 50 weeks after What ney uEMS 


- ATTEST: dsp; 6 November 1995, Ta. 
Preface ; 


to Version 8 O° : 


It was doubtless a mistake, undertaking this revision at the year’s end. There were other tasks, other 


obligations screaming to be done, done immediately, done now, and the last thing in the world to be 


attended to, pretty near, was the overhaul of @EFARIEN MATERIALS. It wasn’t that it was needed at the . 


‘moment; it could lie doggo for another eleven months, and the worlds-that:one and this one—would be. - 
' none the poorer. It’s a short-term Gertnelshausen or. ‘Brigadoon; i is High Thefarie. It clicks into reality late 


every autumn, has its month in the dwindling sun, ane then ines out, dissppescy from eon ‘ken aoa ; 


even dsp’ , until the next leaf-fall. 


'. But the term, (Fall 1993] had been peculiar. Two Scions of PuitaGeoGraphy t had. necéssitated two distinct 
. and different final examinations, or Terminal. Praxeis,.as they’re termed. Which meant that the Proprietor’s 
' . powers of récollection, of creative dvdyvnors, had had to supply two absolutely unrelated lumps of 
_-. Thefariena for their lucubrations. . . and that, as a result, he.was taken over by the surge. Grades were done 
= and i in, Christmas was upon the land, and still he slogged at the trivia and. impedimenta of that Otherworld. 


. Oh, he hada reason; he always has. How nice, he thought, if next Fail I had this ail in hand, and didn’ too 


have to worry about having to do an update that I never get around to doing? Just. dssemble the stuff that’ s 
come. out this. time—Mog and Brummagem—so_ that the booklet's ready to. print from Day One, Fail, 


| 994? That should be simple enough, a day or two now, while if s still It fresh, 


And off he slid, on. the easy, Icy descent io the ninth circle, 


‘The anamnetic wheels were still whirring, you see. The only, trouble was, neg whirred toa screecniny 


~ halt with ‘the. arrival of. RW 1994...and here Your P&G is, on the. antepenultimate day of November in that. 
"year of gracelessness, trying to Pull It All Together. Ahead, at this moment,‘ is the. xeroxing; and the 
. assémblage, and the ttrip.to Ginny’s, and the sickening realization that HT 31- will necessarily have some _ . 
‘blanks [due to overenthusiasm almost : a year ago], and the last: two. ‘weeks of class, and the Preliminary RS 

’. Statement on the TERMINAL PRAxiISfor the last class day, and the PostPreliminary Statement 
_ for the week following, and the PRAXIS itself, which is rather like writing. the Book of Leviticus from = 
= | scratch, and the hideous recrimination: dt didn: t have to be fhis way he chide ies ‘it all ae himself. | 


“But, then, he always does this... 


iit in eg a a Sn Er : 
; Focicc Stat Sioese Soe Se Esto SuSt= = =. 


“This: revision is not.so thorough as it should be, but more searching 1 than it. ought to have Been. Does __ 


that make sense? ‘Anyway, there are typos remaining that cry for.attention, but canpot, in the present — 


scheme of things, receive it. And there are graphics that should be redone. But it. dads look prettier, by 
heaven, and that’s a plus. The only one there’ S. likely to be, Sigh: and sigh again. | ‘ 


It’ s much too long. But there’s still-a bit of room: for yom: to do tae quickening” work, With which 


‘ happy nee he shall depart for the’ moment, a 4 


TURce. garita, 


Dow lass. Parker 
2 ‘November 1994 - 
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“High Thefarie 

UNAS) SATURE 
QUTA OeLARIE] 

_AClutch of PREFACES 


ee ELL LLL 


: - PREFACE 
to Version 1. 0 [1987] 


. This book is,an effort to effect a future by encysting a past. Since 1982, I have been dribbling out, 


_ “the tale of High Thefarie—that oh so estimable.otherwhere—in gouts, of handouts, one or two a. ; 
week during throughout the Fall term, to the politely bemiused denizens of CC322. Initially, when the _ 


accrued material amounted to fo more than twelve pages, this was practical: It led to no great 


2 “consumption of paper, and left me room to.add to the chronicle. But now, with sixty-and-counting. q 


pages of Stuff, I could proceed. through the entire term merely handing out the accumulation of . 


- -material already complete—and, without necessity’s strong breath on my neck, would do just that, 
_’. leaving High Thefarie to wait on the exigencies of the Terminal Praxis for its. future, its adumbration, 


its filling out. That's far too long a wait; the country is in need. Hence this fling at—to use a word © 


‘which I néver thought would come into association, at least in.this world, with High Thefarie, or 
Periphrastes, or Eniaca—publication. 


Here, then, are the first thirty-two High Thefarie Handouts. There have been Sécasional revisions, 


7 mostly of the picky: variety, or else those attendant upon the change i in format. I think, however, that I 
.. Can say that their essential, soporific nature, which has. endeared them to class. upon class of 


insomniacs, remains unchanged, and may, in fact, have been intensified by their collection in-one _ 


* * place. It is a cheering thought iri these latter anys that the catelyHe action of such a small ang as 
a7 ee ee ea a ae ae 


Douglass Parker Z * | 
“September 1987. 


. 
7 


| SEEEEGSEEEESSREERE can 


| - PREFACE | 
to Version 2.2. [1988] . 


: Iki is Ous saa toa announce that the publication of High Thefarien fragments i is now y under flew | 


| Managemear, one that fully, intends to facilitate, Sect and coerce, if ner their speedy : 
- Ss dogs aes) 


This new version oe constitutes a ‘full revision, but some obvious, errors have ‘been 
corrected. As might have been expected, DsP" s hoped-for flood of additions proved little more thana . 


.:- trickle; still, We have included stich items as did occur during Fall Term 1987—-HT 32-36 plus. ; 
./ Material from the Terminal Praxis embodied in HT 37-38—and revised the Tentative Chronology in 
their light... Some additions have been made to the Map, HT 1, but the various subject Indices, and | 


the wildly needed Thefarien /English Glossary, remain ‘In Progress. Ue have also elicited from DSP 


an Epilogue that sets forth some areas of Thefariena where Work Needs To Be Done. 
This. year, he's got to get — ye a : 
Ue shail see that he does... 


/s/ The Powers f bs fe 
September, 1988. 


5 


High Thefarie } 


| PREFACE 
x | > to Version 3.01 [1989] 


It is DSP's pleasure to ‘announce the restoration of the status guo ante..Of the Palace Revolt, the . 
sudden bursting from Durance Vile in the Heating Tunnels, the story is too long.to retail here: suffice 
” it to say that DSP, in his verdigris years, is once more captain of his destiny, commander of his fate, 
' and, in short, responsible for—in fact, guilty of—the continued i increase of all this stuff. 
Not that there’s all that much this year, of course, 
And it’s late, very late. And the’ map still isn’t redone; riot to say. aie And the agenda laid out 
so huffily. in the Epilogue to Version 2.2 is still little more than a gline somewhere. There was the 
late Srping to contend with, and the rather unsettled state of the Roads, resulting in the... . Ah, well. 
_ Freedom, that’s the important thing. My own master. 
With just one worry.. 
- Have L forgotten? Sleshing grimly sigeneh the same river twice, am I leached of neurons by. Time’s’. 
_ “Flood? Can L recall the specifi¢ decorations. of two non-contiguous | chambers in Briummagem, the | - 
_ plumbing of-a cell in Ywis, an elbow-cushion in Slothhouse, ‘the dizzying configurations of the 
_ Obscene Orrery at the approach of the Terribly Twisted Trine? Could I still exercise a COINIOD, EAS 4, 
or exercise a XMDAG? ? And most to be feared, does Enidca fray at the edges, break into dots, fade .. 
into grey and out, as I approachin the RealWorld—crabwise, of courre the e age at wet all this B, 
peaked in high Theraria? “% | : : 
cae ile aera adi We'll see. . 
: | — ‘Douglass Parker. 
November 1989. 


2s a Mie She Lo PREFACE ’ 
aie eae he . __to Version 4.0 [1990] 


Should it, come aon to it, really be 4.0? Has the past year. contributed sufficient i increase in 
- knowledge and technique to justify a full 99 upsurge in numeration? Probably not. There was, ‘of 
_” course; the unveiling of Last Quest Piglet, a misbegotten meander i into maplessness that managed to 
” . -extend: experience without expanding knowlegdge. . . but, in spite of the painfully systematic _ . 
‘breadown, ‘no one seem to know precisely What Happened, and the Words of the Wyrm remain as °° 
"-! eryptic’as ever. Nor can the Godtrust Introit be dated with any ake lad And the rest is vanilla. . 
_ Not much forayear.. ~. | | 
_. . On the other hand, there i is a great deal to be said for. ‘neatness. in enumeration. Fractional. 
‘quantities, however truly they might express the situation, can impose a rhetorical diminuendo that. 
. downplays events which, at their happening, shook -the world. Many Norteamericanos have trouble. | 
"assigning importance to soccer matches for this reason: it’s difficult to file a 6-nil defeat under the - 
. heading of Unter Destruction. And consider the scoring in football: recast it, allowing one point for . 
‘. a touchdown, 1/2 point for a field goal, 1/6 point for a PAT, and glory vanishes, reducing the 
_ bloody Armageddon of my prepubescence, the Bears’ 73-0 annihilation of the Redskins i in 1941,to a. 
' 121/6-to-zip yawner at something like cribbage. ... 
} But. No. Even granted that; if. Truth were the only consideration, 3 015 would probably be too 
* high a number for this Version, TW GO with a full, round, “ Not only neat. and clean, but it implies a 


‘certain perfection. Full Marks, an A,a Peak, a rey) x x: 1 Inaccurate, to say the least, but it just “— 
may push the ones of this conglomeration | into Getting C On With It. ee a 4 4, all this must be 


' important. 
» Mustn’ t it? 


nahi Parker’ 
August 1990: 


SURGHEEEEGEREEEEOEEEEREREE 


11 nave the like effect in Thefarien, of course, it ould have to rate 45 0; but this trivia is becoming mach too 
complicated. . - and J could not, in = ema élevate the number that far. 
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butter wont rele 
in his mouth nor 
. would it want to 


and pompotis oh’ * 
_my goodness me .- 


he sounds stuffed-- 


he prétends of course - 


that it has a marked 


| pedagogical value ota 


. 


High Thefaric. 


pe TO PREFACE 


he treats it as 3 if 
‘it were a datum 


—— fewens sakes © 


i mean just look 


oo. St all the whole. 7 
Cloth required 
“ ’. for a lie tike this. 


to float just abit 
Bes 
re | 


| rere to you out, there 
‘does this strike you as an 
_ object to be proud of "— 


| shouldnt-a man his.age: 2 
Tind something better 
= to-do with-his time 


you and i know for suré 
. that this is no mote than 
arrested i 7 


— self-indulgence | in the youirig is perhape tobe foraiven by reason of j ignorance - 
“ ls hie in the oe deserves au shall receive 2 the darkness of ae lag 


learning as much 
- aS you can about 


this silly place that. ~~ 


he made up there i 
‘said it andim glad -— 


* peared which | in sinind 


. Hts suggested that you: of 


’  the-hapless and helpless 
Captive audience for this 
-- accumulation of drivel - 


oe flout your hoary torturer ae 


by” 


making up all sorts of 


_..., connections between évery.. .. 
| part of this mishmash and”. 

. 6Very. other part ‘and then | 

= ® asking him about: each’ one «— 


all up tillhe 


that ll teach him on yes 
: “Indeedy 


Setting him questions i 


each chance you get 
” thus forcing him to | 
spend oceans ot time ss 


Goes mad 


TaRce MURILA, 


Vil 


ant hak al i Ge i es eat 


fa Friend] 


_. about his fabled spot - he 


High Thefarie Introduction . 


a may lurk inthe lines below. (We, The Masagemens, pee solicit is 
information on 1 mistakes, his or urs, obvious or. other. oe | 


a INTRODUCTION © 


When . sp had the doing, and Chaos thus reigned, es bits aad pieces,’ 
literally Handed Out to the Faithful one at a. tinte, were intended to. be solved 


progressively, by inspection. W € are forced to admit that sich was a fair 
strategy for the days of the dribbles. By the time a given Carissimus|a had... 
worked his/her way. to the first crack i in the mask, HT Handout 5, there had.” - 
been at least two weeks to reflect on what might be going on. And, as the - 
subsequent Handouts appeared, the time-passage itself functioned in the ©... 
oa process. One could ponder anew Handout, fit it irito the. growing accumulation, 
much as a cautious poker player contemplates ; a new-drawn deuce, deliberates, - 

~ then gives it reasoned d platement i in his hand. - - 


But: how—to pursue the figure—the game has eoome one of the wilder | 
variants of Canasta, where the participant suddenly finds a whole deck in the. - 
fist, and the possible relationships: between cards. have multiplied almost. 
ae exponentially. The Carissima|us, dealt the whole. mess at once,-may_ give up ee, Aen, 
iri despair, especially when the discovery i is made that the arrangement ofthe... 
Ph Handouts is by no means chronological, that it indeed approaches the random. 
‘It has thus been thought necessary, on the grounds of feasibility : if nothing | else,” 
to introduce the fragments of Osp's stay in High Thefarie with a Tentative. 
Chronology, locating at least the principal events within the continuum. . - For: 
“the basic situation the eager ‘Carissimus{a should. still seek out the fifth , 
| Handout—"High Thefarie 9,".in. this presentation. The workings of time wt 
. be pecan toa certain extent, in bis anerene 20." = | 


| Let U $ supply & a note of 7 warning which may 1 not be. amiss. } Sp's yebord- 


keeping was never better. than chaotic, and it is only too possible that Error. 


com promulgated 1988] . 
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PLUS: 
a Part VI, DUO / Beyond, includes. Appendices, Indices, Unclassificable Materials, a the like—including, 


High Thefarie Introduction 
Tentative Chronology 8.0! 
Osp in High Thefarie 
XV 573-XV 625/XVI 1 
-INB: Dates are, of course, XV. unless otherwise specified. 
Numbers in brackets indicate the. age to which. the 
reconstituted sp attained in the ‘year in question. 


j References in parentheses—e Boe (AT 21)—are fo specific 
- Handouts; they date, not the composition of, but the event 


| mere to in, | a given piece.) 


“annaaan 
UN / 


_gUugUUUT 


573: — minus 10 days—from RW date 17 May 1979, at RW age 52 minus 10. days] . 


See asp arrives in Bredna’s Bight, off Godtrust, rescued: ot W. Windlass | 
. Vestibule (AT ae | : 


7 Meta 1990 RW; the ‘Chronology. ‘was divided into a- senbeaaton’ termed ‘Plotsplie: 5. parts, ane a 6th, or: 
“a HUAON, to permit a sequential pentalogy-plus-appendices. Since. this at least groups what 3 is otherwise a long passage 


_ through chaos, is used here, though it is not perfect. Here* "s a key to. what. might happen to the a aaa in. the asad 
a baa event of its ever being written up; | 


Part |, QUIN / In, ‘rons from the arrival in 573 through the second Public DISGRACE i in 584). 
‘A good title might be Too Much, Too Soon. As narrative, somewhat of a mess. The-main purpose ‘would be . 
* exposition, learning the.land, but there are too many climaxes, too much, well, degradation—though the 
reader would have to get used to that—and no clear single goal. The big items: Eniaca, Trolitrial, Operation 
.: Breakout including the Battie of Wormless, andthe BISGRACEs. — 


_ ee Pa Ir, ZAL ¢ Around, runs from the recruitment in 585 throughi the Concert and Ascension in 607. 


- The one that concerns ‘us this year, RW 1993 CE. Target year is 599, of course, but we shall Hook back to-the | 
First Theatre Tour in 588. But this volume would, again, be a mess. Those theatrical forays plus The Enna — 
. Tour, Clus, QuestLost Castle, the Sale-at Mog, the Concett.. -Nothing big. Nothing big at all. . 


| . Part I, C] / Under, runs from whatever happened in 608 through the Concord of Lake Seemly in 614. 


Trivial. 1 mean, if the greatest thing is a catastrophe in landscape. gardening, what can you. do? Ot coursé, | 
the Rift in.the Succession came right at the end, and led to the Concord. It-might work. 


-. Part IV, CA / er runs from the. settledown of 615 exouee the return from Piglet and the ‘Uneasing of Libration}, 


622. ~ 

~ Finally, snc a book! LastQuest Piglet takes up the wicle thing. A unlty, by heaven, leavened by the 
salacious interlude at SNQJA $! Everything fits together, even the Fourth Divorce. But.how can one keep : 
the audience from QUN through C] ? 


: Part V, MAX / Out, runs from Eniaca's toa Dash of Winter ; 622, oe 625, to DSP's departs on the first . 


‘day of XVI/1. 
And again,-this one » should work: ‘Start with the. War Between the Sexes, ‘then: Segue into the forecasts of the 


_” -end, and then to the end itself—the Battle-of Turnaround. erie is subordinate to > that. Even the 


troubles with Eniaca have their place in the aan pes: 


“  probably,the varicolored MischMosches over the years—the raw materials, so to speak, of the preceeding five 
volumes. - 
No real-problem with this, since there's no story to pace. Pure systematization, with digression justified by 
calling them Appendices. Your P&G's sort of thing. 


. 


ete 


High Thefarie Introduction 


Same Night: Time of the Great Unlinking (HT 363) , | 
Fally: Osp enrolls in 5-year course in monabendine at Arkhiv | 
574: [19] First Winter Term (HT 8) | 
_. 575: [20] 
_ 576: (21] On Winter Vacation (HT 10) DSP unwittingly involved i in Quinquest to West 
+. . Eniaéa dies, at Port Farie 
. 877; [22] Honeymoon in Clus. [= VELXES #1] (HT 7,HT374)_ 
” 578: {23] Osp sues for degree; Awarded Diploma in eam Arkhiv 
Ben Conversation with Eniaca (HT 4. D; Dedat born : 
579: [24] | — 
_ 580; [25] Battle of Trolitrial: ‘Order of Seleital, 2nd Class (AT 23) 
“+ Grand Celebratory Banquet for Victor (HT 37,1) 
“"-. Public Trial: Dey ’s First Public DISGRACE 
cs Eniaca writes Munista pamphlet (HT 24 a £ 
_Monea bom 
| dsp's first cosmogony firm, Worlds to Order fails. 
581: [26] Divorcel: 
ek Osp marries & divorces Minni- Manni-Munni:Meéen{-Mooné 
av 582: 2: 27 bala in Middle Orders of Civil Service: StyMaster (HT 8; HT 2); 
a | recruited as Spy;.infiltrates AVIZLA HUCUR at Mt. Punctilious, but | 
. report, delivered oes ve ne gathers ou 6 years (HT 33) . 
| _’ Kobold unrest goes unnoted - 
| 583: [28] Osp takes cover job as sub-sublibrarian i in Arkhiv CHT 11; :HT 36. 62) 
| AVIZLA HUCUR & Breakout (HT 22.4). ©: 
Rallying graffito on Cave Wall (HT 4.2) — 
Due to- faulty intelligence reports, GiantWaterSlide, tenis recreational, constructed at 


ruinous expense by q he Powers: Shas fie in very worst section of Port Farie. dockside CHT ” | 


ee : Battle of Wormless. Noted [later and falsely]:by Royal Revisionists as eee 
: / place in Reference Room at Arkhiv, i: (HT se 2 - - 
-. -° (+. ep receives first Medal of Honor (HT 11): | ; 

. 584: 29) bsp: s Second P Public bISS i ielage Stripped of first Medal of Honor. 


manannn 
nee 1 7 
oa voUTIT a 
7 585: 130) Setaiibadatie aaililaaad Be | oo : 3 
ve - Enna Tour{Dromenon declared success (HT 26; HT 6) | 7 | _ 
- Winter Palace closed, ostensibly for repairs; creation: of The Bungled Labyrinth (aT 33) 
- bsp sets up Worlds in Collusion, second dd cosmogony, firm in Clus; very ¥ Posty but _ 
undisclosed nam ae oe | 
| fp $6: reverse cirrent of River Dekhst (HT 33) Ee | 
e s06 131) DSP freelance counterintelligence specialist in purlieus of Clus s (HT 33); 


~ Time of Erotic Misadventures, and recounted in “The Highly Secret History”: | 
has a Day in the Life,Wint (HT 54; HT 55A;HT 56) | | 


3 qP 16 make current of River Dekhst run sideways CAT 33); yet another flooding of Veen. | 
587: i324 Hyperextended Orgy within the precincts at Clus 

| - Qsp's Third Public CISGRACE ae 

Funding withdrawn from Worlds in Collusion, which fails 

Marriage II to Eniaca; VEL X€S #2 at Vainvale (HT 37. 4) 


oP $6 restore original, current of River Dekhst 
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596 ISI] 
. 597: [42] Osp employed as lobby-sweeper in Capitol at Clus (aT 42. 5) 


is aon [52] ‘The Utterly Misbegotien Conaait on the Islet, bay Sciitines 2. car 34) 


~. 608:153] : 
609: [54] Spring}: ‘Conversion of Mébium to Refreshment/ Regrouping Hostel for p08 


High Thefarie introduction 


588: (33 Sum): First Theatre Tour: 


Shamblesplay becornes ‘shambles at General Bountification, Art Exhibit, & Communal Slosh 
near vos Enna riot; el (HT 25) 


” 


589: [34] , 3 
_ 590: (35] Dadat, 12, at Camp Nitgedaiget (HT 27, 4) 


591: [36]. 


~ 592: [37] Monca, 12, Runs Knife at Clus (HT 27.4) 


593: [38] from sometime before WoeDay 593 until... 


_ , 594: [39] ...WoeDay, 594: DSP held in durance sleazy i in QuestLos Castle wherever that is qT 57, HY 59) 
6, 4 595: [40], "Food War"(HT 24.3): 


Failure of Farfel Crop | 

‘Eucharistic Schism, North against South 
sp drafted as Flasher, Second Class . 
Horrid sauseeme | in the [Deadly] Dale 


Fallj: DSP publishes abeene volume of versified architectural criticism, Visions of Heramve 
(AT 425) 00. 


* Eggs [43] Sumy: osp gives drama lecture, Men s Inst, Clus (HT 25) - 


599: [44] Sum): Second Theatre Tour (HT. 48; HT 60): 


Mauve Wyvern Mime Troupe & Domestic Plumbing Contraction Firm puts on DSP's lubricious 

_'  Wallowplay Grease Trap at Quinquennial Transmittal Liturgy. & Communal Mock at 
Brummagem, on the Esplanade (HT 48, HT 60; HT 65; HT 66); the Eraneeam Benison for 
Idyll}; DSP loses address book CHT 19) 


--_- 600: [45]* Divorce Il (HT 32.1) | - 
‘= 60: [46] S sp works toward Magus-diploma at the city of the Magus ae at tae i 
602: (471, dsp’s thesis rejected; highly unsuccessful : stint as freelance > mnagu (HT 37. 2) 


. VELXES #3 at the Bowre (HT 37.4) . 
'-Eniaca diesg in the Sale at Mog (HT 36.3; HT 62; HT 63) 


ee i. [48] Falig: Pentapoly craze throughout High Thefarie (HT 17; HT 27. 6). 


| 604: [49] dsp enters Ministry of Sttucture as copyist *. 
605: (50) 3-yr building boom begins (HT 32.2). 


'Lonespire and the Mobium oe at — wc . (HT: 36 4) 
Last Dromenon . 


Sudden ascension of _ Islet u e, Tlusc] from Lake Ruin aT ae 


annanna | S 
Under - 


guguvTT | 


Confused Travellers; 
ACABELLAS scandal (aT 41 2) | 
_ Awful Clambake. at Seagirt leads to DSP's Dadinesnd Pall-and- Delétion-from-the- 
~. . «Records (HT 27.4); had won 5 Principal Gamings before this 
610: [55] The Faring to the North ends in futility 
611: as ue forms landscape gardening firm, Viable Vistas. 


_ 


x1 


7 High Thefarie Introduction 


612: [57] dspi receives unexplained commission for Gardens of Barok — 
-VELWNES #4 at Heramve (HT 37.4) 
The Gutting of the Hideous Hamlet of Heramve 
b sp, aided by Cortia Genannt, outmaneuvers ] RS in affair of oe Oak 
(HT 42.2); takes unwitting tour of the Maze (HT 42.4) 


613: {58} ‘Librationg: The Ascension of the Awful Cooks (The SchmierkéiseStaircase) seizes S the © pubes S 


ae  : | -attention for 25 days 
614: [59]. Spring}: Gardens of Barok open; Establishment immobilized car 31) 
oS Dsp's Fourth Public DISGRACE. 7 > 
- Librationy: DSP lasts one eo as Sutrela (@ragon-sexen; in \ recovery at Rosehaven uniil | Falla 


(HT 39) 
7 Rift in the Succession: 
Snollygosters at Horizon Ledge (HT 31). 
" Repulse of Snollygosters by (Morris) Leftwich's Leap 
Osp's late arrival at battle of Horizon 


~ Concord f Lake aed 
aannnnn 


| Over - 


—UUUVTNT 


| 615: [60] Barly Winter: d sp. to 0 Marzipan House and pénisltiniate career as resident storyteller (aT 28) | 


- -Or so he says.. ‘but the facts Speak otherwise (HT 44) - 
616: [61]Summer, Tummling: The Closeted Cabal and the Spiral Scratch car 46. 6) 
8 WowDay,. Libration2, Tummling: Offset on the Northfaring | | 
| 617: [62] Spring}: The Sluggish Outfare I: The Slothhouse Dawdle at Cer-by-the-Sea cer 46. 3). 
as . Summer]: The Sluggish Outfare I: Tea and Such at the- Bowre. | 
- Winter: The Sluggish Qutfare MII: The Concertina Longueur induces Rockquiem war 46. ” 
: Woe Day, Librationy: Outfare Proper. J: The Crossover to Unmap 
Summer?2: Qutfare Proper. I: The TransKobold Kaper” | - 
. WowDay, Libration2: Outfare Proper Ii: To The Lands ee ae the Wind: . 


ar 1631 Spring}: Uppile I Begins: ‘The Vortex - 


Futile Harangue when Council ["Nellies"] meets on the Ropewalk i in Clus ° : a 
Summery -WowDay, Libration2: Uppile | continues, oe in the Awful Affair of the . 
'* ...- +... Inverted Celebrant at the.Aerie © | 
a 619: [64] Spring} -Librationy: Uppile If comrnences and continues on to the Wyrmhole | | ae 
Fst WoeDay, Libration: Back i in ‘High Thefarie, Nellies at Enphurli declare the government | 
.... bankrupt beyond all- repair (HT 42. 2); austerity instituted : 
WoeDay, Librationj: Uppile II peaks in the Descent to the. Depths 
‘Spring2-Libration2: Uppile III: The Mousing Beneath — 


as. Y ‘WowDay, Libration2: Crosssoul at The Abyss; Half-Heard Harangue of the Goshawful i Gargle | 
_ * 620: {65][All year] Backwend I: The Difficult Ascent 
| WoeDay, Libration,: In High Thefarie, Divorce IV: (HT 32. 1), dsp sloughed ix in absentia ar Of course : 


WowDay, Libration2: Backwend I : Light at the end of the Tunnel 


621: [66]Spring1-Springy: Backwend III: The Long Way Around: :Atsome point dsp spends a fiftnight in 


_SNQJA $ (HT 46.5)...but the:specific chronology of Backwend remains highly uncertain 
WoeDay, Librationy: Back in High Thefarie, The Great Devaluation [Credit Berating] 


deliberately fostered & fomented by Nellies; internecine war between Rich & Poor (HT 46.6) © 
Summer2: Backwend IV: Over the Edge 
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2 pents before WowDay, Libation, Devaluation peaks in the Terrible Takeover Battle at the 


_ Temple of Tin; none are left solvent (HT 46.2) 
WowDay, Libration2: Backwend V: Tummiing: The Dispuised Return 


622: [67] WoeDay, Libration1: Backwend VI: — The Ona 


622: [67] -Winter2: Eniaca‘ $ Mad Dash from Winter 7 Palace to Pumunting: 4 (AT 27. 2) : 


_ Winter: War between the.Sexes ver 27.3; HT 7.28) 
| Battle of the Bowre .. 


_-, 623: [68] Spring,: Os incarcerated for 25 ding beneath’ waves: at Ywis (HT 42. 3) . 


Profusion of Images (HT 16); Concord of Lake Seemly broken es 

dsp impressed.as apprentice plumber by Brothethood of Moi at Bolsena. 

Draining of Lake Ruin: 5 classes of student priests at Bolsena ‘thus corrupted . 
Regular SesquiQuinquennial ‘ Sale at Curious City of Mog (HT 36.3) 


624: [69] Sum,: Bolsena WordRiots set off Class Struggle (HT 42 6) 


Wyvern Spell employed at battle of Quincunx (aT 18; HT 13) 
Early eruption of Mt. Punctilious 


Ds's Fifth Public DISGRACE 


Marriage V to Eniaca 


7 me (70) Divorce V - 


' Eniaca writes PALUMXVA (aT. 24. 5), dies 5 
. Marriage VI [i] > - 
: WoeDay, Liby: Verbal Summit at Vei crashes i in Aenrssion and vituperation; | 
— Class Struggle continues (HT 42. mae eS 
‘.° The.Dead Awaken — , 
. Battle of Turnaround: | 
Cyclend{Cyclarch, RoundeffRoundon 
| High Note (HT 21) , 


xv 1: [70] As year begins, dsp disappears {transported sade to RW. at 7 7 May 1979, 


gaged 52 yee minus 10 ake 


“anaonnn 


 PreDSP- Events. in. the Literature 


‘Proto-E The Mythical Begirining: B udodon & Lene (AT 12). 

Proto-I: The Creation of Our Country: Cc ulcan ¢ and Tar x) (HT 36.3) 

XIV 623-625: Ed the Cyclist (HT 32.5) 

XV 1 or thereabouts: R. Merci runs backwards, flooding Bolséna, which is re-founded by Arch- 

Patriarch Moi (HT. 14) | 

XV 512: Audience massacred, hills beyond Vei, Shamblesplay (HT 25) 

XV 515: Theatrical Laws (HT 25) | 

XV 555: Surgical innovation: Opening of Chest Cavity (HT 32 6) 


Xi 
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" This is, of course, as its title says, tentative in the highest degree, possessed of 
shocking holes and distressful ambiguities. It does not even pretend to | 
completeness: where, the experienced student might ask, is any mention to be 
found of Ascension of the Awful Cooks (vulgarly known as The Schmierkiise 
a Staircase), that 25-days wonder that $0 enlivened Libation, 613? To this 


and similar questions, We, flana ge me aT, can n‘only reply, admittedly lamely, 

_ that most items lacking. the confirmation of double citation in the. midden of. 

DSP's Thefarien remains have, for the moment, been excluded i in the interests of: | 
| Srurh. It i is to be hoped that new material will be brought to light and. supply — 

> that temarkable period of a remarkable land with a surer definition, which’ 


7 We shall promptly update in versions 2. 3 [sic] and beyond. Which should be F = 
— to be getting on with. Do, idea be sure to Watch This Space. | | 


/s/ he Sivangemens 


Het the Re z aids ) to the above Version 3. o1 


Withal, a ‘sad chapter. But things 2 are looking cp And do 0 Watch This Space. ae 7 


Moret to come. - 


fs/ dsp 


3 Logo of the Therrtoduct Capt, 
uP _ now trashed 
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High Thef arie 1 


High hefarie 


| 'SIDLIN GINTO THE COUNTRY 
ae aouerk: or 


“Tse UNcERrAINTY PRINCIPLES 


The first-time RW v visitor to High Thefarie should be poapavel (ue some unease in navigation. 


Oh, the Map is theré, in whatever version. Tipped in, reduced, handed out—The Map is certainly i 
there. And it. looks, basically, like other maps. A plane surface, with regularized scratches on it that: — 


somehow signify . space and place, show (if nothing else) relations between what we have agreed to 


error—fetch ‘up at your destination.” Simple. Nothing, to it. . 
‘Until Ee realizes that there are two deep difficulties. The frst is e 
QUIN TASININ ry 
—which i is to say, the Lack of Direction. : 
. There are no directional indications on the Map. The eresunipeon is that 1 up is North, of course, but 


is that the case? After all, High Thefarie is supposed to be other, and its otherness might, just might, 
extend. to directions as well. Maybe North is down Bere, or maybe we oe something like. the © 


medieval European O/T maps, where East is on top, or. .: - | 
It’s worse’ ‘than that. There were five directions in High Thefarie, and the- standard Deak sae Rose 


. might I look, or have: looked, Coe like this: 


It may look fairly ape Just ean There 1 may be a few sopene. in indicating directions 72° 


_ apart, rather than 90°, but really,.it’s all just arithmetic, isn’t it? Unfortunately, no. The Map has been . 
conceived in a mind that works in shifts of 90°, and constructed on a computer ‘ that is subject to the same. 
figuration. The Map is therefore inaccurate from the start, and Osp, with all his vaunted might at 


anamnésis, or recollection, has ng. way to rectify the matter, For all his half-century there, he would 


‘have to become a Thefarien again figure it out. But then he wouldn’t be a RealWorlder any more, and 


would have no possible idea of how to represent this on a four-directional Map, if he could conceive of 
such a thing: : 7 


From the foul papers of DSP 
| 1 


regard as locales. “Go West for 50 miles,” we say, “and you will—within the standard 1 parameters of 


High Thefarie 1 | 


‘What it comes down to is that, When you follow the events in @EFARIEN MATERIALS, any direction 


you take will be wrong. Sometirnes slightly, sometimes grossly, but always ee 

But that’s not all. oe is another difficulty, mapwise, known as | 
ast rus an # 
—which is to say, the Lack of Distance. a 
As the beginner at HT cartography will have noticed by this time, The Map does not show any 


roads. High Thefarie is not a wilderness, but it is The Map is certainly trackless. There are no lines, . 


spidery or otherwise, any one of the many locales of any other—except for Rivers, which were just 

. about unnavigable, and hence don’t count, and are represented badly anyway. To reiterate: There are no 

_ roads, paths, turnpikes, caminos, no ways , though the MATERIALS ne ea te oy and on 
“occasion even mention them. But The Map shows merely blank space. _ 

There is a reason for this: Consider going by road in the RealWorld. No Problem at all. Start at es 


or, this. being High Thefarie, A —proceed on the provided way Pee aa for the ee | 


distance, and ely you arrive at - thus: 


AQ 


' But in High Thefarie, nO. distances are en for the very good reason that the Thefariens 


| themselves ‘were unsure as to how far it was from any place’ to another.! They possessed a unit.of © 


"Measurement, the ZILAC, but the number of ZILACAL that separated A from B, varied daily. To quote 


_ from the Long Questions promulgated i in 1985: “...the considerable journey from Mog to Tin’ s Temple . | 


i ¢ ae be reckoned at a Cae one acd and 213 the next. ‘i Travel thus became arc SO: 


"There did’ exist a method—inconvenient, not to say laborious, but often seeatiye ioe solving this, 


and hence Going Places, but again Osp’s memory fails us. He has no inkling of the principle involved, 
..” or how in the world—the Otherworld, rather—a j journey became a practical option. | 
_: What it comes down to is this is that the new voyager in High Thefarie is considerably worse off 
_  than'the’ observer of subatomic particles. The Heisenbergian can posit direction or speed, but not both. 
«The neoThefarien can figure EAT direction nor distance, which nee es war ~— a sd better : 


than absolutely uséless. 


In time, Os}p-may, remember the solutions to one or the other of these enigma, or even 1 both. n Stranger : 


things have happened.. But, until then, well, there are problems. 


It seemed only 5 ile to let you know. 
: | Tt UR ce MU RILA, 


Douglass Parker 
: 20 December 1993 - 


1 Well, not any. Short distances—rooms, towns, battlefields—were measureable and hence transitable. But any destination 
further. away than an interval which might have been ten miles, or might not, were subject to the restrictions above. 
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MASTER 
OF THE INNER sty 


-I_slopped the Prince on. Threeday..- 


The prime cachet of worth, 
Of privilege and prestige © 
SO ony, meacned 


‘Thinking . s 
Onts my new five wives and back-hooked : 
Scimitar, I.kept my gorge’ 7 
In order, and ‘set the paten 

Of mulse, and pulse, and spelt. 

+: Beneath the flattened nose - 

ay Of. f loftiness, Fis Lowness 


PURE 


| a Whose snorts and snuffles.. 
a ‘Transported : me.’ . 


2 i ve saved | 
‘the bib : 
and shovel 


From the poems of Dion ysius Simplicissimus Periphrastes, about whom much,more fatér 
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High Thefarie 2 


leat Se 


High Thefarie 3 | | 
VESTIBU LE 


came fiveday the wind rose - 
scoring the sun's rays _ 
scarring, the moon's rise 
eta the main's ruse — 


and Scidding in circles, my ee ee coracle . 
Slipped from the insignificant source, 
Between alluvial banks, atop | 
The. rabidly rolling rapids. . . skipped: | 

_ Sur’ les pointes: above the delta's. 
‘Silt, and, insulting a pod of seals, 
Shipped a hogshead of tepid salinity 
_- As it sped and spiralled hard alee 
Of an Oe eey. aaa olive. tree. |... 


come cay dinsybdis sucks 
the moil of the maelstrom soaks 
the well of the whirlpool sinks 
absorbing race creed sex _ 


ee --and | ~ down > | 
. | | adown & 
adown 
-down 


| i was never se 
” :asailor 
-) any 
way 


| MEDAL OF HONOR? 
~VIPA 7 | ; moral chutzpah 
Ppa TNA | in-thild-superfluity | 
_VELSNALO]  makes-{the-Imighty-magus 


From the poems ef Dionysius Simplicissimus Periphrastes [don't worty; we'll get to him eventually] | 


1 Another possible translation: "CONVENTION BADGE" 
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‘know everything, niessire. 
p Biology: You! re The Sire, 1 messire. . 


coe what is I do ‘with this? ~ 


: Between your thighs. 


ee Agia six months. 2 Ore 


is ack 


= concern, ofc course: 


| ‘og Thefarie 4 - 


‘CONVERSATION oo 
WITH, ENIACA - ao Ma. a 


I thought you were meinen 
"Ce : You don't 


| Baty i 
Seems nice. — 
“Ohr no. Don't oe) it back. 


I see. | 
os i 
- “We 2° 

‘My thighs? 
Youle 


a4 and warm.. Until. 


_. Hob ong is that? 7 
a “YourChoixs 


A lot to be said on both sides. 
~ Plerie do," 


Well, looked at ‘tetetly siatiicaly, a gitl 


has'a better chance of getting through. The Fire; 7 


ae ie something { to do. with genes. And then, there’ S the matter : | 
“of education: she costs more, “but has to repay. it; 


On. clothes, they'r re even.. The — ee $ strictly a. bey’ $ 


-Thegreatstbother ! 


7 with er is The Tour, at sacives No girls.can make - 


The Tour, but all boys have to, A source of distress 


: ‘ to the parents. All that performing, down i in n The. Fens. 
. They say the rewards are greater. | 


~ Rezards for the bys? 


For the parents I wouldnt know. But only girls 


can Run The Knife at Clus. ‘It balances out.” 


From the poems of Dionysius Simplicissimus Periphrastes, about whom. «.. 
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| High Thefarie 4 


--. To generalize: A girl has Place, if she wants it: 
a boy has pressure, whether he wants it or-not. 
But you're to decide. I'm merely The Mem. en 2 
some time? ae 
ae | You might as well sive it total a attention 
- “te for, oh, six months. You're not going out. ‘Uneil: 
And now. ... | y ae: 
But aren ‘t you staying? ~ 
| A | Simply unheardof. 
“< Besides, there’ S The Kite and the ee me 


: it ‘s ies: too. 
No, not now; it’s yours. ‘Until. 
I really have to run, but Ido remember | 
. one thing’ men say about The Choice: No girl. 
Be tag will ever have to go through this. Get comfy 
: "and think, and:I'll check back. Goodbye. 


CAVE WALL 


CAVIZAL tthe boar 


-APAINHES: SS aa oe and w 


" ever-emerge - 


I Writing goes from left to right in this reproduced graffito, presumably related to the cult of A VIZL x 
HACAR, “The Sons of the Boar." Beside this item in The Notebook (f. 17r.) is a cryptic ee in 
Eenets here transcribed tentatively: 


éFQ 3/6/48? oe | | Presiashy a date. 
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- OB Best Beloved: 


_ ‘trust you hate” OW. "got | the ‘ti You are to: be. inflictea 
- with well—nigh: interminable effusions of dee. ess pea, an 
academic of high middle age [not ages], who suddenly, ab | 

9:32 am. CDS8T,. 17 May. 1979, found himself transported to Es 
. the land of High Thefarie, a very other otherworld, where,~’ 

- reconstituted ten’ days short of his eighteenth: birthday, he | 
dived a highly varied’ existence for fifty-two. years and ten: | 
days, until-his ‘harsh, untimely. retransport. to Here-and=" | 


Now.. [This last event, if.cruel,.was hardly tragic; he had 


- messed things up rather thoroughly, buf still.]. To Here- - 
-. .and-Now, where much less time had passed than in bagged - 
~ -and- Then: scarcely any, in fact. A standard gimmick, |. 
— admit... but ae Thefarie was, or is, no Standard. 
: otherwiorld.. 


Your trouble j is - that Periphrastes toiled away with the mind ‘. = 

- of a poet and the soul of a reference librarian; a: — 

* -combination that pretty well vitiates any success in either: 

ae occupation. - Strain as he might towards. System, he never’ 
had a chance... The ‘result is. that. he coverage of High . 
 Thefarie was, and is, and: will be, spotty--or, -as. he. 
preferred -to’ term it, pointillistic.’ the dedicated. student of 

-- the. ‘place: [thetr number reaches’ to more: than seven -_ 

hundred, but most-have given it up], will find that he/she _. - 


. ¢ = a 


must ‘do ‘a great deal of the work her/himself, filling in — 
DsP's lacunae, or else rest content with a. series: oe 
snapshots taken, as 7 were, ‘by heat. no | 


HOw different, 7 “mntant’ remark; from. your beaten aa your: 
_. world,:a, delineation so full and ordered, so-sumptuous and 
_systematic,. that. envious old Dionysius, on nen. it, oe : 


a well break into wild sobs, and probably ata 
‘TaRce @URILA, 


ve . 
. ‘i . 
. . + 
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, Sep wv 


Still from the. surviving remains of [all together, nowl] Dionysius Simplicissimus Periphrastes 
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High Thefarie 6 
THE ENNA TOUR: a 
AMIS DE VOYAGE - 


ZL: Herins Lariste _ | : | Ch: Mucet Calisna. 


’ chimera's by-blow/ CO ee | ‘incurable highiver/. ; 
nasty lump between shoulders/ a _ breath to stop — | 
shape-shifter supreme/ . i +... morbidly mephitic/ 
as gerin infected gorgons /. 3. dodged strategically/: -. 

| ee by wore drug/_ rs : . | died downwind / 7 


7) » x? -Zarapiu lant | 


| joker of the pack/.. i 
laugh met at back of neck/ _ 
never in terror/. 
guffawed at the en : 

. ‘consumed with self/ 


nH HH FE HE EF 


@UN: Tarxi Matuina oi ah aa GAs ‘Nicipur Petsna 


.. fed through youth by ravens/__ eee quite equably murtured/ : 
| voice to dry bone-marrow/ 0 7.” perfectly” spherical / . 
had by heart may-mox -sorolls/. ;  flattener of all nT 
shrivelled all saurians/ — * "bounded down fissure/-° 
staked to bleach at. entrance/ — a dace by stalegmite/ yeah 


‘and im hose safe | 
_and they re no more . 
buttheniask . 
what are friends for 
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Yet another thrilling selection from the Machlass of Dionysius Simplicissimus Periphrastes 
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ee 7 _ “High Thefarie | 
ia RITUAL PORN: _ Gay 
fic} THE HONEYMOON IN CLUS ie | , 


The height the depth, and the essence 
of ‘Luvmakkynge i in Yefarie, High or Low, i a 
- consists not in the he iad 
~ -butin the, en DIZ... - ee we 

Ce 


Cdn: Fish. paste 0 on the counterpane _ 
ZAL? . - Kohl on the eyes of the 52 Voyeurs 
C}:. ' -Friablé seaweed, to-smear | 

CA: _ Fog shrinking the tapestries. 
AX! : Bells on the 5 soa 


The simple recital of these specifies 
is more than enough to induce a: 
"shuddering climax . 
in well-bred adult males. 


- [while Eniica recuinibent - 
so recently ravished 
“from cart and kin’. 
spearslits i in lobes. 

' philtres ingested. 
eager and heaving: 
pneumatic and 
unnoticed 
is . 
party) } 
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High Thef arie 8 


ae ee Paes 
er SS 


- WINTER TERM. 


. it was a date report, considering 


| . 2 that I was new in the program, and allowing — 


| for the usual mess: of hareariaiiid. jargon: ; 


ree | uae a Peak in JUSTICE. The double-bind 

oe ; exercise, with the pents of mothers and wives. = os 
| flanking the lab-table, showed, in the words ofthe didact, ee 
“sl. ..an almost fiendish grasp of the higher reaches. = °. °° 


of Right and Retribution. And lovely Pain." . 


on | I still g0 see the pubject on n Nisiting ye. 


thawed a Point. Td figured that, and, what with - = 
- "WEATHER's demands, shortchanged it. I did the reading, : 


but fudged the Project: a basic, barebones Quest 


_ 3. > that didn't really connect with my Restoration. 
| However: "Such disregard for heuristic substrate 
ms does not augur well for this a sad $s 
professionalism." 


ae I tought was unfair. 


a MICROCOSMOGONY: Busted my phalanges 
| on this. A ‘world the like.of which he'd never 


seen in that course. The interrelations, trouvailles. . 


| why, even the midges in The Garden picked up the Curve | 
. of Being, And when stretched. out my hand on the Final 
=" and peaked the proto, the whole world clicked into Life. 
and moved and meshed like a well-oiled dial. And what: 
did I get? | | 


A Prop. The comment? - "Yriteresting or : a 
That's all. The bastard. TH ~~ Concept! him.: 


CHANCE i isa 2 gut, ana everyone knows it'sa aca 


a certain Prop no matter what you; do. - 

But how he can dull the brightest atonal 
rough up the shine until it rubs you to sleep, 
is outside of Nature itself. The Miracle ‘unit | 


- dragged on for a month of yawns, and Sports and Mutations | 


turned really.exciting stiff into one long drone. : 


"Good Work!" he said. Oh, sure. He's down for ‘CAUSE 


this spring, when I have to take it. Should be aclutch, — 


i. From the Remains of DSP ~ 
| 10 ; 
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“or . 


- ies Thefarie 8. 


| ‘And then there was, WEATHER: Poke-Plus, and i was lucky: 


I might have Picked. A Final has never been blown 
with such unswerving | finesse: “A.simple series” 


_ of snowstorms, hanging. on for a month; develop.” | 
That was the.question. Hell, I could. have done it 


the second week of the course. But I tried too hard, 


= used too. much snow at the: start, and when I corrected | 

that, ‘the temperature dropped through the floor, and re L 
. “attended to that, it iced, and then I got rattled, 

: ‘ watching the temperature swoop insanely up. 

| and down, and the snow make-rain make i ice make mist 
. Make snow make nothing at. all. I was standing i in shock, : 
: - sopped througti and blue, when it, ended. "Demonstrates - 
something less than adequate grasp of the aims: | 
and skills of the course." . maak tend oa 


- Overall, I can't complain. Prop-Minus: a fair ; 

_ Report. But Fair Won ‘t Fare to ‘Euphurli. I'l. waste 
= my lifespan humping | humus and heaping ha-ha' S, 

- bailiffing vistas out-in the boondocks, unless a 

I get it aes : 


| | "And leam how to handle snow. ee 
~ HANGUIDE- 


to the Middle. Orders 
of the Civil Service’ 


| PICK: ; o . ; “Seeio Currier, 
* POKE: ; Hee Tail Spiraller | | 
. POINT: a | 3 Filer of the Right Front Hoof 
. PROP: | me 7 Changer of PUR Q's Straw - 
; | PEAK: ei | ‘Head Dunger/ Supervisor of 


' Sanitary Engineers 


’ 1 
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, PEAK\ , 
POKE\. | | - Pol 


"\PICK \ 


nda 


_ HANGUIDE 


The _ Effective ~ 


Rank. Seo ae / Us 7 


| ARRANGE | 
ust. at 


a 


~ lm 


4. ‘Codinucation: Hold right fai 
with fingertips toward you. Arrange 
them to form quincunx, with middie | 
fingertip at center, thus: shu: 


3. Evaluation: Assess in ascending 
ordér Le value, merit, or worth, thus: 


PICK =1° 

. POKE. =2 
POINT = 3 
PROP, =4 
PEAK =5 


Bai dsp's Recurrent Desperations [4th edition] 
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2. Operation: Order i ‘incoming data; 
proceeding in clockwise spiral that 
starts at PICK and ends at PEAK, 


| PROP.) 


By ee . , £3 * A a ie * 
° * § . #4 . he 8 


. . is : ’ . - - : 
. : : * > . 
. . . . 5 é * Pa ws ‘ . 
. . . : 7 : * * % . : « . * , 
A a . ‘ . ‘ . 
an r . 2 . ' 
. . , a ‘ 
+ z a 2 . 3 5 . * ae. oe 7 . 
. : 4 . a 
- 
x aa é. id a 
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WHAT | DID ON MY WINTER VACATION 


“FIELD TRIP: THE BOWRE 


Grass i in eoncentric anes swirls _ | a 7 
With rose and ivy interspersed. . There is no spot upon the map 


Down cypress, up the celery curls. © To put beside this without loss. 
The finch sings till his heart will burst There, centered in green, red, and white 
And punctuates the fountain's lap © | : A grotto opens to the shrine. 


. = Along the rocks to flood the moss. | | Played out, I stop, then follow sight 


. 
. 
ee 
. ee 
. * . = t a 
3 % 
. 
. ¥ . ; P rs 
‘ * P 
* a 

7 7 . ’ . . 


With step: New birth behind the vine. 


No door but ae A luster hangs. 
I enter to. the ne poddess' fangs. 


SIDE TRIP: SEAGIRT. 


: Suddenly lighter . 
- -. turned to the riddled body 
Of the all-too-fallible seer 
To secure one final direction: 


| je “Turn left or right at the cairn? 3 
f. i eae But he was suppurating 8 
B° . Swiftly, deliquescing “Re 

ty: Into a saffron’pool.... | aS 
: f { . And the thoats were clustering oand. x 
: 7G With a frechearted sigh © ry 
nt _ Ishouldered my scroll : 

i : . And palmed_ my paddle, 7 
7 ~ Setting off South by East 
: £ - For the golden cumquats, 

Ya | ~The soporific. spring, 


—_ And the [oe penultimate en 


Ales at last. 


a 
% 


SNyagyh ‘ att 


BAD TRIP: PORT. FARIE. 


The screams unstrung me. 
Crushing the scrip in one hand 
- And scratching madly with the other 
~ Lleft her with the Ministers 
And limped spread-legged home to pack. 


e e 

€ e > 

e ™~\ Sex 
7 ¢@ 


From Osp's Recurrent Desperations [4th edition] 
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THE ARCHIVAL QUINTAL “SYSTEM | 


(selections) 


040-044 - 
100-104 
110-114 
_. 120-134 
(140-144, 


.°. 300-304 ~ 


- 310-314 


Se sit 
3 , 
OY * 


1000-1004. 
-2 J), 1070-1014 ~ 
“y+ 1020-1024 


s * 3? > 
a . * . 
3 * 
Soa 3 * 
-* bg r ‘ . > 
. o* * 


— oe 3400-3404. 7 


Creation: 
Creation:. 
- Creation: 
Cc reation: :. | 
To Creation: . 


: Gods: = 
Gods: 
Gods: 


- Battles: . 
Battles: 
Battles: 
Battles: 


"Royalty: 
“Royalty: 


_ ABYSS to DEW 


. MOONS to SPERM. 

_, | SUN to TIME’. 

_-. TONE to ZILCH oe 

_. ATA the unseen to AC JRA the avenger 

a ACLAX the lame to CA© the sun . Re, 
- CILENS the mother to oCULEANG ¢ the tworfaced | 
GODTRUST to TROLLTRIAL oe 


_ HORIZON to CONCERTINA 


i ARTIODACTYLA to SUIDAE 
am SUINA to SUOIDEA 


DROP to MOONS 


FENDWELLERS to WORMLESS | 


QUINCUNX to one 


a banging my library-cord’ 


. . ‘ oe 2 
e 7. ns 4 4 * . ad sbi, . 
; . . 35 : : . 5 
Per . ‘ . = 
‘ a . . . - 
” . . - 
” & 2 * 
* = . oe . . aed ios aa . 
eS ~ . 3 . woo. iy » 
. “ t * 
i é 


D0 NOT REMOVE FROM THIS CRYPT. 
UNDER PENALTY OF TOTAL. - 
| ~ECCYCLEMATISM < 


_MEDAL OF: HON OR 


_ Loaded with data-rings: . 

_ Like to a chain-mace, | 

T whipped the witless to a draw, 
Until they buried me 

In a Hero's Heap, 

‘Still guarding the gate 

to the Reference Room. 


wotta wayta go 


From the Usual Source - 
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Graxrer Tairs I 


—— — 


When the world | was five days old, Budodon the Boar 


awoke Outside, rolled over in the aes cele shook j 
the clinging, Dew off his hide. 


": am old enough to. know the meaning of 


“Birth, Sin, Strain, Change, and Death,” or 


said Budodon the Boar to himself. 


: “Besides, Lam ate 


Budodon filed his backbone, whetted his tusks, and : 
hid his genitalia i in his stomach. “One cannot be 
too ‘careful, id “he observed. a a 


: titel his eyes at the Samenéss-On-All-Sides, ot ee ee a : 
- Budodon picked: his way through the = until he s a oe < ; ee 


came to the. Bone ane across the Void.’ 


a “Looks peety rickety.” if 


. His ¢ genta a cold knét' in: his stomach, Budodon, 
, tiptoed across thie Bone Bridge to the Peripheral ~ 


Hinterlands, all set about ‘with —— _ = 7 bs . oe ae 


Crosslegged ona flat rock beneath, a flaccid 


joshua-tree sat Lein@, the Fifth Woman, She was 


i ans large, oh pee out of eas 


Something dark, and ody and ne | 


Budodon shutfled across to her. “pardon me,” he 
said, “but what is the meaning of | 
Birth, Sin, Strain, chens a Death?” 


Whence else? Osp 
IS 


High Thefarie 12 


Lein@ swallowed hard and gnashed her fangs. ay 
is not polite to watch a person while that person 
is eating,” she screamed. 


N 


“Where were you brought up?” — 


2 ‘Soity,”, said Budodon, and obligingly closed. his 
eyes. Ina ‘moment, he felt a sharp pain in his _ 
groin. Lein6's fangs were e biting him, hard. 


“Really!” said Budodon. He kicked out, tossed her 
ee . on his tusks, and swallowed her whole. She screamed | 
and struggled for a while, but then fell silent. 


“Ask a simple question.” 
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eh 
qe ede 8 te 
Me fue a ss 
A Ow, eS. . 
X ‘eke tt 


Budodon the Boar sighed, and set out across the 
Peripheral Hirtterland in search of knowledge. 
He learned quite a lot about joshua-trees. .. 


but nothing else, and when they ended at a sheer 
rock face, he stopped i in despair and’ confusion. Then, | 
from his stomach came a smug rumbling: | y 


“Left for the Gated Grove.” 
“Why not?” said Budodon, and turned to the left, - 
and suddenly was treading a grassy meadow, 
soft to the trotters. The sun shone down. 
The air was soft and soothing.. Ahead, the _ 
plashing of water, the singing of birds 
beckoned him on. Freshness tingled his snout. 


And deep in his stomach pain burst. — 


Budodon's brisk pace dragged to a crawl. 
His stomach hammered and squeezed. .Hé could barely 


. drag himself through. the high, wide Gates. 


The Five Springs jetted, but Budodon closed his 
eyes. The trees' soft shade invited, but 
Budodon fell in his tracks, Only one thing to do: 


~ He opened his mouth and retched. © 


“Of all the stupid places to hide your genitalia,” 


said Lein®, the Fifth Woman. “I'm pregnant, thattks — 


so much. A person scarcely needs that. 


“Especially since the fruit of this union is fated 
to muddy the nature of things, to sabotage system, 
to ruin five days of absolute perfection. 


“But, in reply to your question: 
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“Birth is the same as Death: They bound it all. 


And Sin is the same as Change: They give it a middle. 


And each and all of them are Strain. You'll see. 


“So here. ...” With a single motion she reached and 
produced a smiall and sullen sphere, tossing it into. 
the grass at Budodon’s feet. “Look after this.” 


With a shake and a swirl, she was gone. 


_ The Gates.clanged firmly shut. 


_ Budodon the Boar was still hungry. 


18 


iy . 
. e . 
* % 
. . 
q hi 
ia 3 + 
* ™ 


é 
4 a 
& 
* = 
‘ 


+ 
tee 4 
. . . é . 
. . . ‘: + ° . 
” * S . . 
. A es : . . ‘ . . 
. . . 
» . * 
. i 2 . . 


“High T bitin 13 


| Graxrer’ Tares 1% 
_Aprés le déluge, Moi 


‘ figureheads. poised 
. stiffly atop what . 
' might be comers: 


’. been. the. down 
“town business. © 
‘and religion 
district for 


‘swooping back 
. the course of 


7 dreamily tired. . 

. River Merci. had - 
. ‘Managed - somehow : 
not’ to burst the. 


3 dykesquashing. ruin 


. Anxiously scanning the seaplain gk <a 
- praying to witness that ‘bland - 
surface split by the sudden ~ 


extrusion of any something 
lofty Arch- Patriarch Moi — 


.and his moody wee wards 
“on their oh so. swiftly 


Spinning ‘blunted cone 
with the four: agape 


approached what. 
would yet have’. 


Bolsena East 
if the water: 


the usually so 


Lake into a livid ~ 


HOpezul iy peering st¥aicht Seen 
': through the crystalline water 
they noted the fresh nature .. 

-of the justmade remainders . 

of what had ‘been such an _ 
obsessively grungy spot 

' with its.stews.sponged 


its sticky enclaves: 
purged to a pearly : 
.. Pinkish and every 
.scummy labyrinth 


its glistening: 
illumined its -- 


pointed out a 
clear path to 
incandescence 
signalizing by . 
“the clarity of . 
-ats inobscurity 
a: new beginning. 
more. than enough | 


; drastic deletions: 


to a startling white 
‘scrubbed by the 
‘cataclysm till . 


structure and | 


to justify these - . 


Massive and messy .- . 
of worthless lives... 


spreading blowfish s. | as part of a quite |. 
‘sloopfragments plus - ae : re imponderable design ~ 
distressing amounts ~ 4 >. J 4 by some divinity or 
... Of former lakebottom .. YR. ¢ a other to manifest in. 
_°..-through what had been. YEO . ane this former swamp. of 
“until that very instant %Y. ° to -hereti¢ indulgence an 
. seréne in its sorry glory te ¢ ay ‘ earthly equivalence to 
given. its ranks of maisons ‘oe Aone: shining precincts 
dé joi its files of shoppes Ye P _ in the empyrean heights. 
both curious and obscene and & =. ee cn whose near approximation: 
. its clumps of very disgusting (Si ee would certainly prod the 
_ games befitting its shockingly . ae [--.- world's aa ahh to mon 
_.° ‘annihilated honor as.'the area's. aN SS tappned, - Gre a th apaee of Bi ee 
oan weolly a ae City of Sin. . aon 5 Y os 
: Looks like a fair enough place, * said Moi. "“ AMEN." 
' “ Build a right nice complex there," said Moi. " AMEN." : 
-  ™ Water has to qo down first," said Moi. | * AMEN." 


| They had to wait twenty-five days. 
. .On the nineteenth day, they caught 
a pirp who'd been trapped 
in an aixpocket. 
Mod fed him to thé figureheads. 
Otherwise, it was dull. 
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a ON GRANFER'S CASE 
| [cinquains] 
Su, toe bz. ‘See him | 
a serene among 
= ae bright relics; glazed, composed, 
. ee containing himself. Watch until 
| } he cracks. . 


a . 
Pian . 


* 


Ga aia 


| 
4 


+ 
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| “Rising — i ewe ie Jo. Season, 
technique confirmed - re ee eee “. +. Ohi ripe. hoplite, ; 
\. my part in victory. °. ee, Oe Pome | disgust. Never slack.” 
AT Sans fidget or warp; all I orces. 2 fe _ Grant the 1 mangiest host your last 
1. ai combined. | = Py _ best ee ; 


i 


ae p | f | : 
t - é & : 
. ‘ . 2 
. . ‘ 
é 5 Pa sad ry 
. . . 
. ot ie 
- rn . 
‘ i : ‘ 


"TURNAROUND 


ad oops. 
3 Go must oil. oe oe ee 
*. Set, doubled, redoubled,.. ee 2 ae ! a 
"et des Pos cae cinco “QUINCUNX. cae | 
2 TROLLRIAL... = ot 
os ee ee ee a Peak of the world. se 
I sputtered i ua ae ts 3 . - oe | Pressed. endlessly bendless jf | 
‘the breach, but withstood that are —— _ before, behind, bestride,betop. ff — 
a aa "Beyond. 7 abe 


_ first mad onslaught, managed to hold’. 
: | ay own. x 


at | 


a 
o. . 
* t + 
= F 
A” “4 ‘i 
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ieee k sldshlaidcinaiaaeek fee 


Overheard. at Horizon Ledge: 3 - 
“My mother loathed using: the telescope here.” 


“A Guide at Cer“by-the-Sea: 
| | “The tourist trade slacks off a bit during 1 invasions.” | 


| Slenpost at the ‘Deadly Dale: _ ce eae oe 
ave CREATION BUDDING j PLEASE. DANCE with CARE 


a Pury’ S hanno off Guard: pa af 
| ‘I edit a bit, of course. . He’ S weak on a negatives.” 


| : Retired Hoplite at Peni: a . Jet 7 

Ba ebay Re, eae “aDon't: ‘ge in‘over’ the: horns: They ty away.” Ea 
_ Eniaca Angry: | a | 

“May you fold and twist and meet your sntype” —_ 


Eniaca Testy: | ee 
| Te you v were a Teal man, you wouldn't fidget.” 


Eninca aay 
"CKO knows I'm n walling, sailor.” : 


, Standard Duel Challenge “fexcerpt an 
Cees ese 5 Ma Resttocke gang fesse; till aL at iat tee. ie 


An Unsatisfied Client: a : 3 | 
“It's pretty a : guess but why all the Free wine 


An Underkeeper of the Archionl Bide 
| “Remember, the wet point turns the page.” 


A Sinctionied at Véi:”. | | : 
“Wheri the ae awaken, our principal cae is seepage.” a 


An Reerani Marriage Cancellor: . 
“Never, but never, sit under a seleital afterwards.” | 


From the nue Sule to The Handbook to Hell : 


. “Upkeep, granted, continues to be an enigma. ae 


From Glory Hole: The Notebooks of dsp 
22: — 


° . . . 7 ios be Z . .? + : 
. . * % . eee . ‘s a a . “ # . < 
ae ‘ . : . oe? % a! . : . . . . . 7 
. . : . 7 - . ‘ . 
- . . . . . . i a a . Fy 
soe . < . . . . oo coy ae . < 
he bo ne . é oe on ‘ tee ms oe : ee ig > 
ei 7 5 . 45 o ? no : a 
- . by . . .+ . oi 8S : : a . . . 
z 7. a < . ‘ # ’ . : 2 ‘ > n . a > 
: és a oe caer 5 7 . ‘ . 
a * Bi . » . * . 5 oY te « 4. 
. . ‘ . ar 5 . . . . . . 6 
. Fs . 2 . . “e * =a é . , e : . 
: * * ee « S “ : : . # . . 
. > i & . . : ‘ * 2 a . 
eos . - . hy oe + Sn ud . 
. . . a 4 2 Si 3 
: . ’ . 


: And it. cried aloud:in a great voice, 


tebe ges ny; 


- the other sérpent was blotchy-green, 


.. to say, A-borrible mistake bas been 


at 
*, : + 
* 
: ! 
z é 
3 . 3 . s * : 
+ = . 
. ‘ * = 5 * 
. 7 rt . * 
Py . = 4 vs. a 
7 ‘~ ¥ * So 4 . 
; + : % 
“ sian, ‘ : 
“ *, . » . . * 


yf; in, 14. and it did beat the earth and 


_ 15. And on it was scribed in. letters of 
- jasper, Schporcl nu schva radion, 16: 


“gilt, and one in a frame of deal. 17. 


4 & 
a 
t 
- Z i ‘ ‘ . 


2 5 Now a great. sign appeared in the : 
~ North, as of two serpents twined in an . 
> endless struggle. 2..And the one was” 
. red, even to the tip of dts tail, and on __ 
its three heads it wore five crowns. 3. 


es Khairokbaron, . which is to say, - 
- Open the gates and strew the rusbes” 
___ on the path, for lo, the Cyclist cometh, - 
and ‘waxeth, exceeding: wroth that ye 
ssinesubapeaiotkept Hisparameters:4: ‘And oa 
oe _~ did spell out Klimt, 24. which is to say, . 
_ save for the tip of dts tail,’5: which’ - 
was royal ecru, 6. and. it was footed 
- like unto a libbard, 7; and on its four 
. heads it wore one crown and an half. 8, 
. And ‘it cried: aloud in-a tiny voice, :* 
_ “Aussecours, Aussecours, 9. which is 


. ‘made..10. And the. two serpents did 
“twist and ‘twine, and strive that.they~ 
ee _. tight swallow each the other: 11. And. 
ied ae “the shiry:of théiP: strtipgles did-blot: outs 8 
 *. ~ amoon. 12. And:a great. sign appeared | 
- in the East, as.of a hammer of adamant,’ - 
. 13. and its handle was of tin and of. .. . _ 
ee And out of it did project the head ofa 
“than, and bis hair was red, 31. and he - 
“did ceaselessly cry, Deefabns,. 
’. Deefabns, 32. which is to say, The 
> Book stoppeth bere: 33. And-a great 
' ” sign appeared in the North-North-West, : 
as of a grommet of glass. 34, And a. . 
~ great sign appeared in. the North- 
” North-East, as of a dead wheatsheaf — 
ravaged by blue blight. 35. And great 
7 sign appeared in the South- South-West, | 


~ “everything on it into garbled glebes.. 


_ which: és to. say, Who. bath ever 
"promised that it would be easy? 16. 
And a great sign appeared i in the South, . 
-as of two Mirrors, one in a frame of 


And these did endlessly. reflect each. 
the other, emptiness of all emptinesses.. . 
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From 


“THE = APOCALYPSE C OF TARXI 


°, world without end. 18. And the one is 


called, Love, which is. to say, 
Bagatelle, 19. and the other is called, 


‘Hate, which is to say, Entelecby. 20. 


And a great sign appeared in the West, 
as of ‘five crabs scuttling and wagging 
their great claws..21, And they were 


of obsidian, with chased gold borders, 
- "and their claws were of silk. 22. And 


_-each did bear a:letter, and they did. 
scuttle: information, 23 so that they 


Nothing in particular. 25. And a great. - 


| sign appeared in the North-West, as of a. 


‘winged seraph, bearing an.ewer and a* 


spoon. 26, And a great sign appeared i in. 


the North-East, as ofa ring of brass, . 


and.it was studded with diamonds - 
.. the size of pumpkins. 27. And a great 

| sign appeared i in the South-East, as of . 

' an isosceles triangle’ of orichalc, (28: | 


and its legs were equal in length 
“seach.to.-the -othér,-and to everything 
else that is: 29. And- a great sign 


- appeared in the South-West, as. of an 


ark, or chest, of chased gypsum. 30. © 


Segment ofa Chapter in A Guide for the Perplexed Cyclist, Os—p ‘s.compilation of self-help 
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— VESTUST for 


‘ F 7 
. - . « . * e 
. ae . 2 * ° * a . oe . “ bi . F 
. . q . * . . . 
z j ‘s . . . . . 3 
. ~ ‘ 
. . ‘ * . . a ; 
. da r . : * e 
° i’ . ° * . * te 
. 2? . . F . as ee > on ; ' . 
e . = # . 
‘ “ . f ‘ ‘ es Se 
. . ‘e +3 _ ee ., o ad . = : - iY " 
e ‘ ; : x ? ’ . ° 
o> le rm . 3 = A By ‘oa 
‘< . > “ * 
. ’ 
+ : ‘< ‘ . : ‘ oe 5 - 
7 . . 2 ae : 7 } 
« , . o * = . 
we . . ° . . . my 7 @-* © 
+ = . * # ary a 
ae 28 . r A : * .° 
.. . , . . * . . te. oe . 
. “ oe . . a 5 ° . ’ . 
. * . 
. 
om : 
i 


 Porkpie 0 Aura 
oo - Loafers. ee eo  Calees 
“2 Sweatsox ae oo a ptespads 
Pullover is oa ATR | 
. Bellyband = “enphurL “Rope - So 
' Mittens’. i | ef Handschuhen: 
- Feedbag ..- Busby ~ i 7 _* Almsack. -. 
oS Hoe. 72 os Jackboots Jct €rook.. . 
oe” @138/0-> Gaiters». 78/3... 
. CLOGS Stock 9 Se VE] 


_' Fez. » 


- Wedgies : 


Spats. . 
, Scanties ” 


~~ Halter 


Choker” 
~~ Muff. 


oes hdc sega 
| 7 . Ticklestick 


a 307/4 | 


Briefbag 
TOR” .& ia ee 
# 285/0 


. . Hood... 
a Waiders ” , 
| “Antigropeloes 
_~-. Skivvies . 
--. - Burnoose 
~~ .Cincture 
Gauntlets - 


Bodybag. 
oe - 
ae 1 oor” 


* Iwp- Garment-names — what ey are, translation is by scales: aid neni serves as a suggestion in any 
"given case. Prices, however, though converted todecimal and adjusted to allow for the a Scandal, are 
‘unfortunately rather accurate, at least as of pane a 


_ From the pereonal effects of d sp, known in his time as "Beau Sature." 
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2 Caio . “HEY PRESTO!” 2 pour again three times 


& 
fl ft 
: + : 
G 
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RITUAL. 


_Fregimant of re) Cyclend spel for 
| . iii aad the dion! Wyvern: 


[Originaly CEIA HIA oe ETNAM. CIZ VACL 
a ree | eo “TRIN VELORE ~ 
es CEIA’ Ha: | ~ ETNAM CIZ VACL 
OB AISVALE 
oe MALE 
CELIA Bisel ak TRINY ETNAM Iz 
a Ss MALE > 
ees CEIA RIA’ _ ETNAM. lz. VACL — 
“VILE VALE : 
~ STAILE | 
ITRILE | | | ; 
- CIA cz TRINOA SA = 


. + . > 
. + 
a 
* 
. rae o * 
* . 
+ .e 
. 
‘ . + ‘ 


-on the floor spread © | 
clawcuttings 


a “HEY | PRESTO!” - pour again. three times | 
ge Mg Ee a eh eG Se a eS . ysamciined. 53 - 
Bos aera 


| “EIEY PRESTO!" pour again thee tines 
~ daweuttings 


i erna “HEY. PRESTO!” 2. pour again three times © 
| _. “SHRINK, SHAGGY!” ae or 
| ne “RETRACT!” 
. “INVERT!” So 
“PRESTO!” —_ after spreading three times. ... 


. ‘om Esk Book of pIsc RACES, Minor Disgraces, and Gaffes 
25 


Clante, Zarapit2 


i _Eneyste, Twittipy - 


; Amente, Amante 


Ae Saga tale es 


= Oden heidi 
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“FRIENDS AND WELLWISHERS) 


NAME 


_Glagat, The: 

- Gribbit, Brek | 
~[gPolyorch?] 

Kimber, none 

Leftwich, Morris 

‘aan : 


Meeni-Mooni be 
Mismire the Courteous 


: © -Qrsil Drittil, & Fengwar -._. 


pia Phitnaron, Cntr, ©. B, 


. 
we 


: Dies . 


. Schnof nn 
" ‘Threeday Janice 


"Windlass, ‘Walthar 


" Salfrom-Clus 


~  Custodian's Cellar, 


| The Bowre of Blisse .. 


= "The No Free Lunch * 


Jollities, Clus _. 


~ GryphonPark, Mog . 
Cavern #7, East Enna. ; 
~ Swampside, Vshen ~~ 


a ec eieae tort Farle’ +: 


. Cer-by-the-Sea’ 


; . Loneapire, the c Deadly 


Dale 


The Bourse; Enphurli.- 
- The Penthouse, Perdis 
| ‘welidoiien: Arkhiv | 


Sal's Stained Glass & © 


a The. Hortulator's tite _ 
_. . RED. Barok | 
~ The Crypt, Horizon Ledge . 


= 7 The hows Enphurl . 


“ieee COMMENTS 


7 well to have friends in lbw 


“places, but he snickers 


“quickest comeback in: HT; 


doesn't look like a camper - 


7 beyond her best ae | 
a nonpareil at immelmanns’ 


testy; just as well he was 


out that day 
i ONCE A. prince. 
own food next ove 
i “apaegalomenias- entrepreneur, 


NB: take 


pending reinstatement - 


trustworthy, courageous, and - 


aul as. his axe 


| 50 little left of a.hero fila - 
* the disbarment — 


o Quitysile Caitnonee seh cn, harsh, but.the greabest-sister 


act ir the profession . 


. not as green as. he’ 5 painted 


but don't drink the water 


subversive: & self— righteous, 


best - Barbecue in HT 


: = shysters, but. invaluable for 
a student. in deep disgrace 


didn't give her full name; 


Wedding Shoppe, Clus. 


| “Underhill, Mt. Punc- 


" tilious - 


: The Maze of en 


-Bolsena Proper 


Temple Boat Rentals, 


Temple Godtrust 


_ but I didn't think to.ask. || 
- great scholar; has forgotten | 
-- more than he will ever know .. 
 indefatigably kinky, she — | 
really spiced the honeymoon. 
"” nothing sadder. than-a dis-- 
placed, odorous figurehead - 


mistress of mementos, she 


_ .metits a monument | 
marked by a far-off LooR | 


and, an unscraped Skiff 


1 From the Addressatbiichlein inadvertently dropped by d SP in the Blessed Boudoir, Brummagem. 


2 “This. ony heavily scored: through, marked — stains. from tears or distilled. spirits. ... _,.-. 


of acer 


A gem fron the isang ‘nie copy of Pléces Mislaid, Destroyed, or Purposetully Lost by dsp 
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‘High Thefarie 20 


— hefarien Tune: 


Some. Attempts at Order 


| First Attempt [1983] 


TIME AND TRAUMATA IN. HIGH THEFARIE: A NOTE 


Carisini: I turn, reluctantly, to the direct explanation of a matter which might eee be oryptic—and 
we couldn't have that, now, could we? Let me, then, be Horribly C lear about one pom: 


hee Time and Events i in High. Thefarie are/were, if not absolutely Viconian, still any recurent—helical as 
a it were. The arrangement runs thus: | | 


54 years 


me eh =. 625 years = 1 CYCLE 
--5.CYCLES ‘=. 5? years = 3,125 years -= 1. ROUND © 
5 ROUNDS = 56 years = 15,625. years = 1 MEGILLAH 


-. The transition from one CYCLE to another was/is marked by cataclysmic disasters, after which civilization 
- somehow began again, though not from the very beginning. It had a leg up, so to speak—and a leg broken. 
_” The transition from one ROUND to another, coincident with every fifth CYCLE's sea was attended LO 
oe nee by pana catastrophe, and Penning Again was just that much harder. | 


> sp’ '§ sojourn in ‘High Thefarie, then, spanned the transition [known as CyciendlCyctarch) from: CYCLE 

. XV to CYCLE XVI, which was also the. inevitably occurring transition [RoundoffiRoundon] from. 

~~ (ROUND Third [1']'to ROUND F Fourth fA}. “The full notation for the patch of time he spent in that rable 
ks = would be, then: | | 


T/XVIS73 3 to AIXVY 1 


7S You will observe that the notation of the CYCLE simply: increases with each transition, while year- - 

_ notation begins anew. The MEGILLAH was never indicated, except by scholars who had nothing better to 

‘. ’ do. The End of the Prime MEGILLAHN had not yet arrived, and only the very pious and/or learned cared to 

= evoke the i image of an unthinkably traumatic unmaking and remaking. [Me gillout/Megillin], even if it was 
oe ‘some 6 6000 years and n more in the future; by putting down the Forbidden Bjaculation:: 


> Ttrust that this will enable you to understand chia items as the following essay y question;  wrenched bodily 
eo from the Parageography final examination, or rather Terminal Praxis, of 1982: | 


. “tT Tt was, of course, the conned judgment of thinking Thefariens ¢ that the wee 


_ Were too short. Rebuilding the World every 54 years is, after all, a strain, and cuts. - 

_ down on progress, to say the least. On the other hand, theré was a certain. comfort in 
'. the determinism. The Pattern was set; they knew (within limits) what sort of 
a Cataclysm would take place where and when (well, roughly where and roughly when). 

But the opening of the Gardens, as you know, distracted the Third Wave of Invaders, 
‘and the World went crazy. It was only with the greatest difficulty that They 
channelled the Destruction properly so that They could Create again. 


Specifically, what were the steps in the transition from FIFTEEN to SIXTEEN IT 
to A]? How was OSp, who had nearly wrecked it all, employed to effect rive 
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‘AMigh ori 20° 
_ Second Attempt [1993 7 a 
| BASIC DIVISIONS | 


Day INA cer) —i.e., “sung.” This contained 27 hours, but we shan’t g0 into that 
_-* now. |. , | | 


Pent co) AXT-ite nearest aise to our “week,” this contained 5 days: 
' OneDay, TwoDay, nena: FourDay, FiveDay. 


| : Parapents: {ze Lm ex. €., a _ of. pents,” 10 days. A standard ea unit, 


. -Pentpent [(MAXGAXI Hie, a “pent of pents,” 25 days. “The neaiest thing to ee 


- our.“month,” this was also a standard legal unit. It was not ae in perfect accord 
“with the next. ee division: 


es fata ApS k sah ppifltiy Season: ARTEL ctactuallyst this: transla as envelope?but. season? is-close - 
a! yy, # ~ enough. There were five. They were € not of equal lengths: ~ | 


a Spring LUV} oy 10 pents, or 50 days: 
~ Summer’ INIXNIX] » - _ T pents, or 35 days 
a 7 Fall (CAGH. ee - Tpents, or 35. days ~~ 
ee Winter (PRMA]. 10 pents, or 50 days. 
- wa Soya: ipl edi atl : - 2 pents and I day. . 
eT ee Pe re better, 1 pent, 1 day, and. 1 pent 
Le a ee “ Me fe ae ie ae Or, in toto, Ai days . 


 [Libration needs further glossing. It was a holiday sequence, suslathie 
_ ofa pent of preparation, a wild day of lament or celebration—WoeDay or 


my Nowa) a a Pent of pcoperation and meditation Réznt or a, : 


“Year [Ze LKRT ¢ EClZ Oi. Cina 2 “pair of season runs, ” The above seasons 


7 _ each occurred twice inorder during this unit, Add all this up and you will s see that a 


"the Year works out to 362 — and looks j in — rather like this: 


S 
e 


Se 


AO pents 7 pents _ 
| 1 day 
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High Thefarie 20. 


|. Third Attempt flate 1993) 
| Cycle & Round 


NB: It is-vital to realize that the |. & 
three pentagons here, the small a: 
| -onés at the top of XV and XVI 

| and the large one encompassing 
--both and the transition from =. 
/- . sone to the other, are infact the — 
| same event, occurringinthe | & 
same instant, which ena | 

V/ 


_ .- J-.A more.skillful graphic would 
| ‘| (@) represent the whole process 
ne as a helix of helices, and (b) ° 

7m. [GD ne | have the events coincide in the 
= | representation. Some day, 
oc > 3 perhaps. 


Se . 
t. 


mv |g 


High Thefarie 21 _ | 
HIGH NOTE 
iam too old for this? 7 a a physically 
eachthingthatisically an 
it is none of my concern: , ve en mystically_ : 
- 4 : oe % cn realistically... 
allbloodyistically 
ilookridiculous 7 visually 
ee ne ae | contextually 
everygoddamually 


‘happy <s ev enty y ears: old: 


_ . bald balbutiant birthday boy4 

in tooti ght? cassock and cramping clogs 
__frundling up the walled approach. 
to the top of a mountain to watch it 


ges - when i blow these blasted bedamned ——e ee © oe 


bag pip e.s?- 


. 1 Actually, two notes: The tonic of the key, D-flat, and its tritone, G-natural. [Addition 1993: And the note{s]—thie 
++, Writer of the first footnote might well have added—were sounded. at Mt. Turnaround at the last moment of XV/625. 


, Footnotes are supposed to help readers, for heaven’s sake! } 


- ‘by the mountain were inclined to credit his protestation ‘the least little bit. 


++ © Very probably true. But, given that d sp had: been employing this excuse since fiis late teens, few gathered there 


‘ 3 This raises a neat problem: &$p was ten days shy of his fifty-second birthday, in "real time,” when his coracle’. 


_ “yas borne under by the rush of the Atchafalayah River and surfaced making lazy. circles in Bredna's Bight, within hail 


‘of Temple Godtrust; in the process, he had "physically" shed 34 years. But the memoriés of the RealWorld remained, It © 


+ thus: follows that to’ consider him. mentally. (as it were). in’ XV/625, at the. time. of . 


: ‘Cyclend/Cyclarch//Roundoff/Roundon, would be to confront a man just turning 104, an age far past mountain- 


ae ‘{Addition 1993: Which would argue that somewhere, somehow, ‘it wes 27 May. Moreover, a particular 27 May— 
in the RW, 27 May 1997. Bit the: Thefarien calendar possessed no May, nor was 3 $p bom there. He might, of course, 


. have taken a suirogate birthday during his time there; such self-serving expedients are not unknown among victims of: ; 


‘galloping romanticism.) ., | 
>. A standard complaint with & SP.from his earliest years, in whatever world. 


"process be considered a “spin.” * 


6 ‘Actually, Mt. Turnaround's revolution was quite deliberate, even majestic. By no reasoned observer could the 


% curious instrament, the: vibraphonic. bagpipe [an illustration is tobe seen-elsewhere..in- this collection of the’ 
_ membra disjecta of &$~p's curious. career] is unknown to RealWorld music, doubtless’ due to the downright — 


' impossibility, in theory at least, of preserving. .the .lips' vibrations, begun -in‘a cup mouthpiece, in the bag. But, 
‘..dmprobable ‘as it seems, the instrument works. Not well, but it works. [Addition 1993 ‘But its occurrence in this text 

does raise a curious contradiction in the Wreceived Writings, which also contain wreferences—sorry, references—to a 
-fluegelhor. In fact, one graphical wrepresentation shows Sep immediately after the TurnaroundSound, with-a curious 


From the quaint volume, Adversaria in Periphrasten Recte Simplicissimum Nominatum 
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a 9 Yes. At least from a RealWorld viewpoint. 


| 10 No. Without dsp's § tinistrations {however skewly he viewed the results], High Thefarie would still be stuck in, 
_the GP, or Gestational: Period, unable to go forward or back. ; 


ALNot quite. His tenure as storyteller was an rs or r Imposed Labor and he found it quite happily engaged, after the 


High Thefarie 21. 
- thas been ever thus® -_ by an ingrate | — to perform. an odd? » 
the story of my life - - establishment succession of fatile!0 
letting myself be | So ‘that i isnever 7 .’ deeds that are always)! 
- imp ounded | =a app eased | be disg raceful | 
tessed a S. -_ rovingy . runtling 
osed upon: oo " yeeiative. ne. 
tote that cil! te mulch those planetrees!3. take that trip! | 
heft that peatmoss - _ marry those women! eg ‘drain that swammp!6 


and other indignities that are really too painful to call to memory | 


4-valved ‘brass instrument by his ‘side that could be a fluegelhorn. Not a standard RW fluegelhorn, of comrse, but : 
sufficiently fluegelled. to resemble nothing much else. Bagpipe or ai ai at ne last trump? ba then, does the 


truth lie? Certainly not in the middle.] _ 


8 Again, a standard complaint. {f 78 [d sp 8 berwinion for She: p owers shar Be], are always wrong in. his 
.. Writings, regardless of who. they are, and despite. what honors and benefits oe my: have showered upon him. There is 


no satisfying some people. oa 


enforcements of the first few: weeks. - 


ce 12 Certainly an ungracious way for eis. to refer to his. time in the middle ranks of the Civil Service, the labors of *- 


which he performed [if we are‘to believe his own contemporary accounts] with despatch, skill, and even joy. 


| 13 How like dsp to blame difficulties that were his own choosing and fault’ on {Pf TB The planetrees and the mulch, a 
. far from being imposed, were part and parcel. of his: chosen early profession, WorldBuilding/Landscaping. [Addn 93; 
. The career, of course,’ peaked—if that is the word—relatively late, with the débacle at the so-called Gardens of ppeoe te 


whose opening endangered High Thefarie i in Springy, 614. See note 15 below.] - 


14: The Enna Tour? A private jaunt. The Flotilla to Ywis? A vacation splurge. dsp ceitainly ¢ can't mean ie trips. 
'. taken by his own theatrical company. The Fegatonian Investigation might fill the bill, but it was really not much of a 


trip. Not at all. [Addn 93: The foregoing note was written ca. 1984, before Dsp ’s disclosures of such other voyages 


.. as LastQuest- Piglet of 616-622 and the Faring to QuestLost ; Castle of 593-4, and the its writer would of course: take - 
this opportunilty to make propér apologies—if he didn’t éntertain the suspicion that events of this order were were not  - 
_ ‘so much a eemaee: by asp as ss Sara and that for the * Paling pro of taking up apare and asraing 


annotators. a. 
15% Sp was, by actual count, farted eleven. ‘Gries, the majority including 1 the very vantraditional and, fidced: 


3k shocking Sixth (!) Marriage] to Eniaca Omniversant. The other five marriages occurred in XV 583, attendant upon his: 
: + =" new position .as~a-fledgling- PURY suivant; the female parties were the well-known-Quinquade -of Cer-by-the-Sea, the 
sisters Minni, Manni, Munni, ‘Meeni, and Mooni, and they, as-is quite a were divorced early. and made no ~ 
. demands beyond the dowry. ' 


16 Research has beerf unable. to determine the swamp to which & Sp refers peerings of course, he is recalling 


some of the labors attendant upon his disastrous design and execution of the Gardens of Barok, which he undertook on = | 


his own, and which very nearly ruined High Thefarie for good and all. 
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High Thefarie 21 


im notin shape for this . 
~-norwasieverlt?  . i | its aaaily high enough. 


rn i could see the bowre!8 
if it werent for the lights. 


3 2 down there on. the plain!? - 2 dd wish sie d said goodbye”? 
| ce “or see you threeday | 
or maybe have a good climb 
but no nota word re: flick of her jewelled rip? - 
_ and she turned and went: 
tit for tat & a 


° but enough of that t now to o attend t to vind points of my cchataogical snipe hunt? 


:. a tii the wes23 3 foam on the plain? 3 7 and the moons in wine 
—_ ~ the mountain spins: | 
. $0 blow outlander blow ck _., dflat my favorite key26 
and save the sum of things see Blow till your cassock splts?7. 
| "blow till; it all comes down?’ 


| . dala for ‘28 


17 Come right down to it, a . great deal of itticutty j is qivelved 4 in oe of an ences for which ey s pa 


tok, “They eee “:notorious *high-liver, was" ‘an shape: “The aman was" a: constant! ‘reproach to: -all-fit-Fhefariens,-of- -whatever stripe. : 


ss 18 Not unless his eyes. were considerably better than we have any réason to believe: Mt. “Turnaround's distance from 
' the Bowre of Blisse varies, of course, but the least ceases recorded i is a matter of some a ZILACAL, and the mean | has 


_. _ been more like 97;. at least. 


oA 19. The campfires, martyrpyres, bonefires, searchlight and pitch torches of the assembled: CyctistWatchers, not to. 
_°. mhention the illuminated signs of the camp-followers. There. was also a BookBum, which did not, ee include of 


the bulk of osp' S writings. 


. 20-The reference here is to Eniaca Omniversant, his estranged wife. Their Sixth [1] Marriage had come to a basting - 


| break-up. the day: ‘before. 


“20 jG is a source of wonder that Eniaca, i in ier low 6's still sasiaged to preserve sufficient ae ai sauseis tone to = 
.. Carry off es ‘the a attire of a Priestess of Tin—a. postin be if wadded up, can be carried ver inside two a 


_. hands. 


_ 22 dsp had. used this ieee in 1 anger just beford icine the camp. it iitiok the Watchers as near baspheay, but 
they gtaciously declined to punish him as he SO Henly deserved. nod 


2B the AntiCyclone begins. 
e 24 The Rivers ran uphill. eae 
2 The Influences’ make themselves felt. 


.., 26 Less. difficult than it sounds, D-flat 1 18 the normal home. s for Thefarien bagpipes. 
27 It did. 
. 28 it did. 


29.The- manuscript; blessedly, breaks off: here. Theatrics, not fate. 2 Asche ait a. easaee 
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‘High Thefarie 22, 


“LONG QUESTIONS 
“from the Tanninal Praseis, 1982. 


L The Enna Tour, of course, was an alumni affair, an rallemngl by, insist in their thirties | to relive the glorious sy 
' peak of their puberty. That it ended: in such disaster may possibly be attributed to the presence of d sp, 


who joined al the last minute and thus ‘constituted that traditional cause of Bad Luck, the HUON, or-- 


‘Sixth Man: But why Enna rather than the Fens? To investigate. the unsubstantiated folk-rumor.that the. ~ 
3 Caves of Enna were an alternate entrance to Hell, the Underworld. And it must be confessed that the 
discoveries of the Five [plus, of course, One] were in the highest degree interesting — 


- Specifically what did thoy find? What did that pndings mean?” 


tL Iti is deepens: of. course, to take Eniaca’ S eaily life ‘as typical, in character, birth; and tecoiling she was | 


Rinse! the average upper-middle. [or even lower-upper] class High Thefarien female. But she did touch all * 
"the bases, as it were, and-even achieved distinction in.thiee‘of the OA XL, the five Principal Happenings” 


| prescribed for. young girls. Her attachment to an Outlander i is thus all: the more amazing, though careful | 


students may note in her performance a tendency toward, let us say, unconvenfionality, if not downright ' 
wigs 


specifically, what were s these five ritual contests, the Principal Happenings? V What 
did sid Siecle In each? 


Iv. l it is easy, of course; to. dismiss AVIZLA ba. cu R as a sty-bound bunch oe romantic: 4 
: reactionariés, harmlessly intoning their prayers beneath Mt. Punctilious, engaging in the. Spring Squelch at ae 
the Miasm, and manufacturing dietary foods in the Curious City of Mog. But this is ‘to underestimate them 
_ seriously. The HOC UR were by no means harmless: They fosteréd the excesses of the: Cult. of 


pure, and controlled selection to. the Magi, and pomed overthrow under the code name >: BREAKOUT. = 


- -Had it not been for Eniaca. . 


_ specifically, how did BREAKOUT proceed in the Sik of 583 under the aus of. 
ag oe one ee How did Eniaca oe the fell oe | 


tl + 


1 Bor Question IM from 1982, see HT ZO, p. 27. 


From the depths of dsp 's. footlocker 
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7 resounded the stiouts 


‘sigh Thefarie ’ 
ORDER 
OF THE. 
~SELEIT A L 
LEAF. 


SECOND 

CLASS. 
(RATHER. 
~MARRED) | 


”. ididnt mind being a hero 
‘site 3 much or even a scapegoat ie 


| hail to: the Baio: 


quoth’ the pentarch F shouldnt have stopt ed 


| ‘surrogate | bussing me | ” with it under my pillow ' ue a Ee 
soundly on the nose - aoe i didnt dare leave Si re have strange ups and downs” ~ | 
lying around and even n arounds : 


. victor of trolitrial a hideous discomfort. 


| and eniaca loathed it. and the highest ranking Se 
although she had been a 


more or: less 


somewhat muffled by gokd. ve ef re 
~. to accept his fates decrees 


| the rows on rows of oe 
 evena watrant magus g. 


: | stuffed bodybags 


7 - responsible 
that lined the bourse, : 


“who teceived his cushy. slot. c . 
for my receiving, it. : PT a 
‘through family connections’ ees 


| nice: . a = "she tae insisted 
absolutely 
thati i shouldnt | : 
wear it in public. a 


alan snout pau e - grasped the design t behind e 


_ my tactics of terror. < 
my withering blitz a 


‘ something above 
| * ~ and a halt. 
one merry night - 


“then licatel ~ that assured quick triumph 


‘and they tore down a bit of the stem. - for our side 
._. the paper arches and | broke off slid down. | and casually rates « 
. the quickly erected. and pierced me in the - ae of over ninety per cent — 7 
“statues ah fame * gluteus: maximus _ for both sides. 
29 miss the one with ‘she was happy but 7 honestly thought 7 


"the rampant wyvern it ‘still bothers me. iwas working a rey 
it caught my rueful when the weather gets to cure'a mild attack of 


3 : : ; wart s. 
Ww t t - a. w e t 


these. days of course it goes under the bed but ~well then so do i 


- the fortunes of army life _ 


~. “surviver should be:prepared ©. 


but iwish the boardhad ©) 
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| ‘LONG QUESTIONS» 
“from the ‘Terminal Prascts, 1983. 


oe dsp, ar course, should never have been entrusted: with the design and construction of the Gardens of 
- Barok, for all that-he possessed a Diploma i in World-Building: His taste was too bizarre, his imagination 
. too twisted, his small muscle control too gross for such a cosmically Sensitive assignment, and the near-. 


| cata-strophe that resulted from his work could have been predicted. This is. not to deny, hiowever, that his... : - 


| By Gardens, shocking as they were, displayed a certain charm, range, verve, and grasp—even though they also. ~ 
- constituted a quite thoroughgoing contradiction and contravention of ay and: all one of Exotic a 
stirs ao Design sown to High Thefarie..” | 3 


- “Deséribe dsp’ s Gardens: of Barok in detail. (with dein if  poseble).- * 
“demonstrating both a taal curious skill and their total iain tor. their function “ a 
ee too}. . | , oe § | 


mit It es more than the Right Man, of course; to make a Popular Hero: Hien must be in the 2 Right Place as 
well. This is clearly illustrated by. Leftwich's Leap: had he propelled: himself on flat ground, the gésture - 
_’ would have been no more than ridiculous, and the Snollygosters would yet sit breakfasting i in Enphorli. 


E Bas But he chose Horizon Ledge, and became Legend. The principle [Right Man, Right Place] is a universal — 


+ . 

+ ‘ & 

fe B 2 4 f 

’ ¥ ° - + 
. = 7 if 
. . . 
. . . 
. 
% . o “s . rs oo e a . 
- s fg . - , 
. fs . 
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“one, as Can be seen by.a judicious analysis of the Heroes and Heroisms attendant upon-Roundoff/Roundon 
; G/D: Leftwich, Cmfwyp, Eniaca, Gribbit, and Kimber,. to take only the most obvious a ae 
7 “accornplished their marvels solely by. dint of a healthy. assist from the visita | 


oy Furnish a searching herolectopographica anaiss of any three heroes baieet from. Pee 
/ “_ + those above or add others, as you choosé), showing how the Places combined with. _ 
- "~ their: respective. getions to Pose: in a word, Heroism. Be very. pees and” 

= detailed. a Bie oe ae 


By JW. Nou are familiar, of course, with: the fragment of. b sp S discomfited dyric "Field Rations" (written on 
3 os — the gaubaieis "Food War" of eee 


thé solution 1 to all this’ mess . 
oe Is alimentary, my dear Watson: — 
' If we eat what we aré, we are thus. | 
| Undernourished. . . and nobody s said 
It was. brain ce 


7 Scarcely his best, and quite sie (who j is Watson, for example?), but it re raise 5 the subject . of the 
7 Eucharistic Schism, that totally Thefarien hassle that divided North (so to speak) from South (as it noo) ; 
and led to uN unpleasantness in the Dale. (re oO the extreine 5 cilpecnana in the Dale.) 


“Wieee the Schism, ae its attendant War, from the first pro-pork polemics to. the last 
cracklings. giving particular attention to the Interrelation of Foon diet, and. 
geography. Do not Gloss over. the cca of Barbecue. = | 


From the depths of dsp's foatlocker 
| 35. =. 
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IV. The question, of course, can never bé. properly answered: Did she love him? Love that. corpulent, pink- 

skinned bumbler,.that wimp-of high degree and low attainment, that artist of the last-minute and nothing - 
1 melse? How could she? And yet. . . she allowed him to bear her six children, the last one highly illegal; she 
- wrote the Munista pamphlet to: vindicate his impossible. behavior after Trolltrial; she died for him the 
prescribed..Five:Times—at- Port Farie, at Clus, during the Sale at Mog, at. cues of Tin, and, finally, 
before Turnaround—all of which mene some affection. 


Choose THREE of Eniaca’ s deaths for dsp, and use them | as q springboard fora — 

- discussion of the. Intefactions ‘of ultimates in the Thefarien scheme. of Love (as we | 
may agree fo call It here) and. Death (which. Is a ruder term than "Temporary _ 
: Annihilation.’ but scholarship. must,.on occasion, be es Remember that the .. 
ae details of the eceoten, are co important. . | 


Vv. The ee aad Rounds, a course, were Set, fixed firmly. ee knew that, come ties given time, the” 7 
macrocosm (which is to say, High Thefarie) would stop, jerk, and begin again, one level up (so to speak). a 
In theory, this should have conveyed certainty, but the actuality was little different from Chaos. There were - - 
too many Signs, for one thing; too many Necessary Preliminaries, for another—and they did hot all jibe.” 
- Eniaca tried:to make sense of the manifold confusion in her.celebrated Treatist on the Workings of the God 

SCAT My better- known bythe. dhighlyrdisturbing snamevF: p a v Cd. ree rbut-oven-she’ was s forced, in 
the famous final paragraph, to admi it defeat. . | - 


‘ But try yourhana at the Serine Lstiand resolve’ as many ok the contradictions, _ 
Inconsistencies, and Incongruencies in Cyclend/Cyclarch and Roundoff/Roundon — 
(both In 7 and In Peli as you. can. Three such ltems would be. a aa 


Vi. me) sp ‘was, of course, in his later years an absolute neurotic ¢ on the subject of Paradise and Perdition. an 
| _OF ashe pitily prefered to pti Heaven and Hell. Ga 6 Vea we a oe aS 


“Ust Gad describe. FIVE of the volumes Ge eae on. > sp’s NAT ¢: (roughly, = | 


“pedside table,” “nightstand’} during the excavation of his domicile after The. 
ace Ghe Dates, Quote. Be Full, 
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» oat meen -Lecture Notes: FIRST. BEGINNINGS. . 
: [Men's Institute, Clus, ous 98] eo 


Theatre as. Ga it today, ait ihe: inv ‘plots, ore chars, rel rec Oe in = 
HT. PrexV monuments v7 are. & fgmtry, Xcpt Enna Dromenon, of which 
later. Recnst of UrStye, acc by LGD [nol GCD] of earliest full plays [?250-515}, 
exhbts. curious feat: descrip, in. porcine term, of nucl hum fam. Stage mkd- by 
4 stations, or slots, each home: of a prin char- type: Boar (father), Sow - 
. (mother), Shoat (son), Gilt daughter), genrlizd in troupe to Elder, Matron, 
. Youngman, Ingenue. Fifth char/ actor. of: primvl.troupe. was BARROW, cast as 
. nen Use of term. f/ cast male evdntty not denote neutering, but. 
| ! y. Barrow play eith. male. or fem roles, depndang on Area, woh is _ 
eay genre, of plau: €.g., priest in Mellow, midwife in Farrow, confidantce). 


[either sex] in Wallow, Razorback in Harrow. -Other exx of type, of course;. Tob 


“Ld Curious inst of barrow ¢ as mace as al in eich ht ae 


ae, ‘Greenworld.! Ps 


re "guckslot: in orig, as now, shade of Autitetee. Le. bia who lies 4 grows up - 


in course of dram. action. implies orig aud:of | (one) pers, tho. hard: believe 
now. Revolv seat, to face approp playing areas. [Set then, it apprs, f/ value 
Play, <a, ee and, “ COUrse, break into ee 


* . % 
J — 
' * + 
. . 


Se areas) Genres: Area, fone as. eral by ects chars, ‘detrmd wis of 
play. Rec. schishp able to. renst, verry slat ARCHETYPAL: GROUNDPLAYS - 
es @reaplays]: oo ee . | ; | 


saat ~MELLOWPLAY: ‘Bo: verrnes iia 80: dutiaseponver: SH: Toddler. - 


Gl:Todlette. BA:Priest: Narratives, highly-moral, told to Gl.e SH by edlers or. 


: ‘priest. Minimal, cacdbieiad [Have done mie ireconst, of course); ts boring: as hell. J | 


“FARROWPLAYS Series of ‘bscly benevotent nie ee “50: Widowed rasthads Leiny oy 
_abt-end. SH: Spoilt sib. Gl: Questing heroine. BA:Midwife;guide. This is ea ae 


passage play, to’be stg or elab as desired. Sertal Connie usually n moral. 
| gas sa but children cond to like i. 1 


WALLOWPLAY: BO: Master of ee. SO: cay on i halyshel, SH: Cheater. | 
Gl: Corruptee. [SH & Gl may interchange. roles.] Carnival— or orgyplay, high on 
action, low on plot complication. [Lively, fun, b/ exhausting f/ all] and BA: 
Odd proliferation of rows: ila malas pies ee dele ers 
changemaker, =. : | : , 


“-HARROWPLAY: this being epic struggle, either BO or an may reprsnt Oldruler; 
_ the other takes Magus/Maga role. Analog to SH & GI, who do Newruler and 
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: CYCLEPLAY: Ltr dev, of course. ‘5 acts; fr/ order to chaos, rming ‘thru MeL Far, 
Wal,’ Har, sham. Rses cur point: Why not other armgmnt? Why not sik t/ 
rest in. Mel, -or. end in hpy Wal? But cert not in beginnings, and def not now, 

| [We. used this as end- oe season bash. Afraid, but Res CAME? and sat eee. 
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; Borrow edeads depending: - BA’ Razorback: [evil monstiy: ‘Babirusa -[forbdng eee 


es a to most historical situations; reigning favorite. J 


SHAMBLESPLAY: Seems. little doubt that, in UR- drama, Aud was actuly torn to 
7 _ pieces by enrad actors. Well-doc case frmas late as 512, when ent family in 
_ hintlands beyond Vet rent in sm bits. ldng to Theat Laws of 515 ff. Not now, 
_ Of Course. BUT: Ih SHAMBLESPLAY, chars still lose. all diffs; chuck off. thoraxes, 
desc. in black; w/ axes, on Aud-~Xcpt BA, tn purp, who lds them to suckslot, .- 
urges, makes play of gathr. remains. [Now :used only. as endpiece; relatively 
7. yare. But Aud, in spt of their greater nums and-fact that er is only 
S timed, ae y ss dela Fun, i fun] | | 


° 


= 


ees Does not sm: cur 4 us that. all ge (xept BA, where dsnt mat) are: - 
cast tmsexully; women tking men's parts, and viversa: Normal, natrl Way of —~ 
doing things. But’ we ‘mght conject other srt of theat, where male rls played 


BY. MALES, feml rls BY: FEMALES. Obscene, as this may appr, wd give a mr 


immed. flavor to many fam confronts: Lars w/ Cay, f/inst, in arch Wal & 
_ dscndnts, or enumeration of delights in Mel. Give it a thought. seals 
. ae We. Be ib? How break illus and come to nee as 


-. Costume: Those who know. ont mod theat may miss vestiges of arch thoraxes, | 
 4.¢. breastplates weh, in prim theat, marked chars. Fuzzy medal on BO = | 
OUST hairy: Uur-chestplate;: single emb curl on SH = "sprig", once cont no - 
less than 5 spaced hairs. So for. womenparts thors; scallops all left of SO's. 


“sagpap"; rosettes only rm of Gi's:"pertpap." BA has prsntd probs to sm 
en but —— quite mansprmts ae 2 ie ab waist na. no. mae at . 
au.. ite ‘_ 


= . 
* . 
. ad 
. 
. 


prs Rem: Disastrous arch reo eine Didi: "8B, as roadie, scene des, & 


at, end subs BA. SHAMBLES was actuly shambles near Vshen. Enna riot, due to. 


~imverted thorax, ‘thtrplated, dialogue, -sddn outbrk of purity near caves. Prison 
-stay.tdbl role of Eniaca: All | am, | owe to angl wife; that sort thng. Thanks. 
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THE ENNA DROMENON 


oe we ee wn OOP erty, 


Oat 


we ewe Mecewee 


4a My ‘ 


om 
TOT see 
= 


oooe® : 
ia ee 


on fe 


: S| 10 ae 


* 
‘ 
t . 


A. 
ae a = 
| wy an 


, sy. 

“8 e8 ee. " $ 

Vs A FF 8 Rise cy sete: 
| V7 v : 
“ t e 
4 ¢ 
t 

: "7 ! ve 


8 
% 
‘- 
A 
t 
&- 
a | 


. a . 
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Fig.2:' The Grid Transliterated 


De Profundis dsp 
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i should i suppose be flattered. 
it isnt every stranger gets the honor 


of plodding around in gumboots through the muck 


High Thefarie 26° 
REFLECTIONS OF A bUeN (SIXTH) 


of climbing where no. slant is of striding across straight drops. 
with pauses for slimy and. gritty abasements at aa BEY transition 


| be good 


om from god to god to god to god toigod oh god 


- ohsure. ve 


nothing 


wish i 


for your . double ae ‘like rope. ~ had-a- 
career | pneumonia .burns and. grit -- -clever 
gummed that cheumy ” “boosts one aloft . scars for tyro | caver | 
‘ditherer the magus | the mast of success - -- worldbuilders. cover 
not to.worry just follow this grid = follow it 
_ he-intoned and handed me this seedy - where i asked | 
- ” and battered platen of bruised bronze” around the caves | f 
all set about ‘with scratches and gouges . che riposted and : 
es and curious, s patches of vely discoloration bas his nose hard 
.. 80 an am in the dark © lod : os flop 3a | yecch 
‘if its SO damned important to every aitch tee oe. | ae a Se - _ and what. 
_.' Why cant they do it themselves rather than éntrappinig’ ao ‘a o + doesit, _ i: 
innocent resident alieris with hints of sudden preferment ' a 3 os re oe all mean 
to > perform what 3 i cari n only regard. as a:sort of ritual hopscotch’ ee a anyway - 
| beat the periphery first |, the slash could als be : ee eae and 
- ‘i guess i mon the right track’ FOFLUNS which means im due 7 a theres. 
the slither was [ LO Sc fora look at the sun however | : the sun . 
__ and the fangs in the ankle brief unless this grids a liar. aa and - 
‘could only be LENO funny texture this has | 4 there 
-- and now the leaves start : for bronze feels like - #4 a it 
- strangling yup. its SELVA wet pigs liver > | | _ goes 


bi ¥ ~ as 
‘7 ie i: 4 + » 
¥ . a 
‘ : 


AY 


re : ob no 7 


well i hope that — | 
‘ive saved the crops someone willcome __ 
or ensured justice 
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katabasis TR Ee a 
* ws sy 


into the pit - 
dodge back . 
and forth 
another ‘slash 
« till i reach’ 
-"-.) ¢he bottom. 
_.or NC which i | 
~ cant pronounce 


. anabasis 2 must 


pretend this | : get in 
Stalagmite is | | shape 


.. mt turnaround  ifim 
~ + and shinny up | oo = tobe 

through LETAs mist : ie picked a 
~ the lichen of Np- ee ee for this 
till i attain the ae | very . 
'. tippytop of O° = = | often 


| and nase i stand but who turned on the lights i. i can see it tall whatever it is 
the dark tam down at my left arid the trigon over at the right and. all those’ 
7 disgustingly writhing gods vibrating i in place if they dont look out. theyll 


collapse the caverns and -bring me back to OV T with all those arms to begin 


the wall is opening 


i hope that’ 


and set this leg 


aes or maybe staved off soi can go home “ 
oo ‘the rainy season - 


; and. sort this: mess out .. 


and the and go out. 


_. tay first 
_ religious 
experience 
and all i 
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. LONG QUESTIONS - 
from ihe Terminal Praseis, 1985. 


I. No one, 5, of course, could oy call dsp an actor. ie the aes GILT, che was salons laughable; fe : 

~ totally lacked the matriarchal majesty that marks an even-marginally successful SOW. Besides, there was - 
the matter of women's dress, never by him controlled effectively: such simple, everyday items as culottes. °. . 
more than once landed him in splayed disgrace. But, for all that, his intermittent career “inthe Stye" fa 
somewhat forced translation of the HT idiom’ AN XCVER S} can serve as a typical manifestation of 

the theatre of.the time, ceaselessly contentious, intensely politicized, ultimately catastrophic: ‘for audience ™ 
and actors alike. Drama, 3 in those years, was. ery true to its rustic roots. 


Tess ONE of dsp’ 3 theatical us (elther that of 588 or that of 599), ae 
attention to the Five R's of the Travelling Company: Route, Retinue, Repertoire,. - 
Reception. Result, Present In detall the. particulars of the. last,.awful performance: - 

3 SEAWIFICI CONCISE INS Tour you Have Choséri 6 Giscuss: ‘Bottoursrofcourse, ended: 
In. onitage | ruin, . 


IL High Thefarie, of course, was a huge country, a fact which the lack of scale ¢ on even ‘the best map should. ” 


not obscure. [This is not due to the ineptitude of cartographers: the unit of distance, the ZJLAC, was 


embarrassingly elastic, vatying with the season, the weather, and the phases of at least one moon, so that. 

the considerable journey from Mog to Tin's. Temple might be reckoned at 107 ZJL AC ALL one day.and. 

a 213 the next.] To cover the great spaces of that sparsely settled land, the common ‘people usually. resorted to. 
~ foot and time: Gryphons required training. and held only one rider:each; Thoats were slow and very rare on 


the mainland; a seat ona X OA ¢ required that the passenger pronounce its name correctly—no mean 


. feat, as the case of & spp and the overly pettish steed MININDAULAVANISEMADAR: 
bes CEAPNITE VENA LA will have.illustrated. Non-sentient ground transport: was worse, of course: 
_ paving was regarded with suspicion, and the existence of the HIA/TUS decreed that all long-distancé | 
transport had to be, somehow,. transportable. Had Eniaca known the troubles that lay in.store for her during . 
her "Mad Dash, " .the chances are that she would never. have signed the Standard Travel Contract, much less a 


actually started out. 


7 Noting ALL the gc Weniees ernployed. ‘the state of the ads the dangers, the . 

. portages, the stopovers, and the forages. . and detalling, of course, the crossing of’ 

"the HIATUS, trace Enlaca’s “Mad Dash’ from the pibans Palace to not) in 
Wee. 622, 0° | - | . 


. IML. One would, ofc course, think that dsp ; willy and rising 67 whena breathless Eniaca seseniea herself at 
ee “Marzipan. House on: that snowy morning, would have sat out The War Between The Sexes; such would. .~ 
- certainly’ have been his: inclination. Bit her Peremptory Challenge galvanized something i in his lumbering 
-.. frame. Pausing only to apply lip-rouge and‘slip into.a long-forgotten pair of puce culottes, he was. off into 
: the drifts, following her tauntingly straight tracks. The whole Land knows how he‘raised a cadre-among the _ 
- discredited AVJZLA HACAR who had retired to Tummling to lurk, how he readied them for battle—_ 
. their banner a feather boa, their warcry a falsetto "JLACVE ALCGASE!" ["Walk this way!"], their 
secret sign a lirnpwristéd flap of the hand. But, in the subsequent confusion; accurate mnyeenee of the War 


itself, when Men were Women and Women were Men, became a rarity. 


From the depths of dsp 's footlocker 
43 pr. 
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‘Set the record straight. List, In chronological order, the ‘principal operations and 

battles (with locations and brief comments, of course). of The War Between The 
_- . Sexes of. 622/3. Include a detalled. account of Its flnal event—the surprising, 
= orglastic, apocalyptic, and inconclusive Battle Of the Bowre. 


Iv. ‘Education, of course, is really = eaaran It prepares the young for docile life in the Great Outside, . . 
keeps them from Making Waves, adapts them to their inevitably shifting Roles in Society. Os} came to — 
. High Thefarie too late for most.of the process, and knew of Eniaca’s education only. at second hand. But 
_ they had children, and those children were educated, and we are fortunate to possess letters home from Dgdat,- = 
their first son, and Monca, their first daughter—letters sent by each at age 12, from the Fieldtrips that... - 
constituted the Peak of their training. Dgdat, of course, was Doing The Tour at Camp Nitgedaiget down in’ +. 
_° the Fens; Monca was Running The Knife at Clus. Quite literate, considering their authors’ immaturity, - 


” both Tetters gave a pithy presentation of what they termed their VA TIE XE UNIJAL [freely rendered, 


“instructional torture "h,. and inspired Osp, at a later date, to annotate them exhaustively. They are.thus.the. 


. most complete accounts of High Thefarien education, both of cen {for motherhood, ot course] and of nies 
a (for amereants competition], that we can ever hope to have. ° , 


| Give. the text: EMHER of Dadat’s letter OR of f Monca’ s letter. gioco with a selection 

i 383 jAdomtar i AOF ‘O'sp's: ‘explanatory: notesxand’ show: how the: processthereln-referred to was: 

. designed to Produce good High Thefarlen mien or women, as the case may be, or. 
., have been. _ 


Y. Critics, of c coursé, noting the ubiquity of Set Sequences manifested in every aspect of Thefarien life, have 
_ termed the culture of that curious land "ritual-ridden," conjuring up the image of the sorely bedevilled 


* average inhabitant painfully planning the events of her/his day and life by reference to-a thick volume of - . 
- diagrams. and charts, mediated by Hanguéde. Such a soulless, such a reasoned approach to the chaos of 
: living, however valid it may seem to the outside observer, is Z}LAC AL away from the truth, Ritual was” 
7 ‘ not imposed; it was bone of the Thefariens’ bone, blood of.their blood. They breathed it in and. breathed it 
| out; their culture was saturated with it: Even d sp, raised in the unthinkably permissive Schlumperei of <. 
". atridiotically. individualistic backwater, worlds. away, even he, when he looked back-from Marzipan House’ 
| . Ofra half-century of futility, was compelled to admit that the events of his life, both in large and.in small, - 


had Observed Plan, Conserved Pattern, Preserved Ritual. "@EMJAS » MEX ; he woul d mu ter: 
"Fiveness is-ever-in-process-of-becoming-to-be. ie 


ears Take. Wo Ganders, one long and one short, at dsp's stay in-High Thefarle. ~ 
' Long Gander: Set down the Five Principal Evenits of his entire life there. - 
«. $hort Gander Give-a breakdown of any ONE of those Events Into its Five Principal 
_ Parts, For each Gander, show how the sequence of Events (or Parts) fulfills at least 
oN oe Thefarien tual. Be specific. Do not neglect location. 


VL 7 Trust, ofc course, was not your avetage Hi oh Thefarien’ Ss basic virtue, though its value varied. rising to - 


Tolerable in-mid-Cycle and settling back at. Abysmally Low during the instabilities —personal, political, 


. and geographical—of Cyclend/Cyclatch. But Lying and Cheating always held-up in popular esteem, and ~ 
_ the Confidence Game bade fair to be the Thefarien National Sport. Thefariens were Gamers and Gamiesters - 


f all, utilizing their curiously abundant leisure in one or another of numberless competitions, trooping around 
. the landscape dressed as Someone [or Something] Else loading their dodecahedral dice to attain The Edge 
[XAR VAR], taking hideous chances in order to gain belief for their elaborate Put-Ons and, strangely 


~~ enough;. to authenticate this essentially bogus experience by undergoing. the. D. a! LOMXVA, or | 
Validating Risk. It might be supposed that Osp, though of only middling morality in his native culture, - 
ae re Fat would:have ‘been totally: vulnerable in -High-Thefarie,.a lamb among wolves. But an odd inversion took 


place. His relative honesty loomed, to the surprised inhabitants, as unfathomable Deception; his COMDIcle 
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inability to Play Roles seemed the most Baroaiic Role of all; his constani clumsinesses positively shone, 


resounding to acclaim as the maddest, most daring DOLOQQ xX VALA. ever attempted. Befose. fe 
inevitable Decline-and-F all-and-Deletion -from-the-Records i in 609, he had won the Five apa Gammngs 
without, in any case, quite knowin g what he was cone: ie . 


List. with very brief descriptions. the Five Principal Gamings; ihe the: rules of ONE 
and show. If time remains (and It should, it: feally eh how ross ‘WAS eee of that i is | 


the word) to win Ot that s the wordt Ie oe. 
ie i 
ad 
: 
TANG, serene STEREO regen : 
% Ree aoe wes soa Se see : mee : siete ri ‘ 
‘ eee 0.0 5°,%.! 
LK. 
Me 


AS 


1 . cca 
aw! an 


WF ys 


High Thefarie 28 


5 

- 

FON A be 
= a) 
oft s 

ae we. 


* 


s od, 
Se 


AN 


a 


ry ahsitt 


re) 


« 
‘ 
Ym 
= 
= 
~ 
= 
Aw 


® 
= 
- 


a 


e 


e,o * 


e 4 
are Sf we L 


> Kemet, wee aqeet Heo Z 
at .%e a 4% ‘ 
gem 4 
= oy 
. —_ ‘2 ‘ 
VSL SG 


a 
L} 
~ 


a 0 
. S ved @ * 
o » 
. f ry 2 
¢. . a tee 
~f° nogee cee 90 05 
aae vee 
2 ‘ 4 . s 
=z "< é 
Ces bat a 
wr 
“ttt 
ee ° 
+f 


Peede ge ersigeasstyash tole 


Ae 
ae 


05 Saad > 4 


ee TT cannie OEE 


It was, all things ese not a bad way to spend the Time “dl Avuicpadon aS the. 
' . Thefariens, euphemizers all, insist on’ terming it: My. cosmogony- -and-landscaping - 
7 business had. bottomed out: | hadn't been-commissioned to do rnoré than dwart atree © 
". siticé Barok. My-arkles were. badly pronatéd since the Awful Clambake iri Seagirt: | 
| couldn't skip widdershins without collapsing, which: effectively excluded me from the. 
— practice .of major’ and middling.magic. The’ patents of nobility, which is to say the” | 
—_ contracts for the removal of royal excrement and offal, were gradually let to young, 
. eager types. My acting Bkills were, let's say, too, well, specialized for the troupes of 
_ the: day, while music: in High Thefarie, as always, was Strictly an amateur undertaking. 
| - There was nothing in ritual: there hadn't been a Drornenon since GOS. The kids were 
. grown, off doing what it took to get ahead in what' was, after all, their world. Oh, they'd 
send mé an apron on birthdays, but. they'd. tired of Seeing the father who'd carried - 
them for so many months, and who canblame them? And Eniaca. ... well, Eniaca the 


Omniversant was off somewhere, as she had been for years, writing whatever came to. 


| her mind and hand, usually self- -help (Out of the Maze: A Woman's Guide) or . 
-» popular apocalyptic theology (Lo and Beholden!). \I had, in fact, been facing my 


sixties in a rather gloomy . mood, given that my occupational choices were down to. 


| Derelict and Recluse, when, out of the blue (or, ao. they say there, out of thé mauve), 


the Ministry of Protocol- -and-Appliéd- -Fussiness (the nearest translation | can think 
of) called one morning, straightened out my. life, put me on a fast XDA to 
Turmmiing, and settled me in this little house. AS Resident storyteller -- XIVAG 
REGL — to the district. 


From dsp 's Lower Depths 
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- This surprised me, a eerted me more ay a bit: Not: only had | j told. no Stories to. 


anyone throughout my life in High Thefarie,! but even | had no reason to thirk J could 
engage in that. curious profession. Besides, | hated narrative. I. always had. The human 


_ desire to-pattern made-up experience in words had hever struck me-as anything other 
_ than Interference, white noise cunningly. devised to jam. effective communication... : 
Unreality, Third rae or.more from the truth. | Solel stand it.” 


e But: the house was led to the stories. And it. Was a oe little house? Raink with 
curious. signs on the roof. Not large, but large enough to hold the. hundreds ot books 
_~ that came with it — folklore collections, dialect: dictionaries, analects,. pandects, 
"--encyclopedias, thesauruses, all the reference books that:a tyro. storyteller. needSs.A. . 
+ perfeet place to live, for one who had nowhere, and’ no other prospects of ' income, and. oon 
/ NO one to look after: him through his Sad, inevitable decline. So | stayed, and became nok 
_ Resident Storyteller. In my marvelous ‘new home, which I. called “Marzipan. House" .. 
| i £0 the puzzlemeént of the Prefect from Be ey ls Saw mein 


ee, Te had ore strange draiivback, did Marzipan House. An aiee bolt-and-bar arrangement : 

on the door, with which the Ministry: shut me in until J began ta produce stories. Each 

— ' * day the Prefect came, and queried, "Now?" And, after a week or two, I] began to. 

 ” ” produce. Never mind talent, training, or inclination: the desire to breathe the outside air: 
can bea powerful motive. ae ts 


: Everitually. when he saw. 1 meant business, the p teak tock the bar away. By that rime, 2 
—. the children had come “ ~ the perfect audierice, & both naive and bright. And told ther | 
| ‘atories: Le ose or | ces ae 


| BUDONONS. QUEST: My: start: a folky #1 treatment of sekroles, 
THE DESPOT. TUMMLING: A local ktistic tale. | TAS 
THE THREE BROTHERS OF CER, or, CAST BACK BY-THE SEA: an fear, 


THE GIRL WHO LIVED IN THE iFes or, WHAT r70 DO? Something t to do with a). 


heartless hamadryad. 


"THE FORTUNES OF SALT had to cléan this one up’ ec 7 
THE UNDERAGE GENERAL, or, A QUICK: CURE FOR WARTS: Memoira ire and, aa 


simple. - 


_. SIXIS TOO MANY, A MORAL TALE: Well, fairly moral. 


LUCKY LEFTWICH AND THE GARBLED WRIT: An idiot i in court. 


, APRES LE DELUGE, MOI: A flood-story, based on truth and die judice, i in eu : 
| parts, = 
_ HOW TO BAKE A HOUSE: \ had the ikistiration to o hand. 


"DOWN BELOW THE GROUND: A katabasis-tale, scary for the young ones. 


—_ — KING'S NEW COLLAR: My first satire, a dangerous tm move. 


| are and | fee had some Cont niiing private fantasies, which hardly SoReal And { early gave up eine to tell 
the Thefariens about the land I came from; Texas proved very hard for them to take. 
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AN ACT OR PREPARES: A romance based on cre 
THE COURTIER'S COMB, of, EVERY. WHICH WAY: Rural poking fun at rn 


NEVER IS TOO OFTEN: A group of common errors. routined into a 1 Standard fools: — 4 


errand -narrative. - 
PI-ING THE CATALOGUE: A ewan horror story. vn my naa in Arkhiv.~ 


THE FIVE WISE MEN‘OF TUMMLING: The title never falled to send an audience into : | : , 


“-  hysterics,-even an audience of Tunimlingers.. 
FAIR WONT FARE TO. ENPHURLL An angren travelogue, 


The above i iS a a caging ie was realy at work, aa loved it. For ae first ¢ time in my” h 
“High Thefarien tife, had assured position, income, and respect: Iwas "nostirig the thoat. - 
_ backwardas as they say. Not even in the faraway groves of an American: academe kes Lea 


been 50 well-off. alia 50 it continued for seven aon Kealen 


What inner Sa was chat, in 1 Winters of 622, made t me  ertibrace jeopardy ike Bag 

AS og ~slonylost: fover; 1-have.no- idea, but, “whoever he/shesit-: wags thes Job-was thorough: ies 
circulated a group of threé stories that, now that 1 look back on them, might well: have [= 

_ been written by an enemy, if I had one, to. discredit me utterly. But enemies | had none, - 
_until ] put forth that trio. THE UNDERHILL WIZARDS. was political by its. title, which: 
was bad enough — but it.took’a soft line on the Sons of the Boar, and Court was up in. 
arms. The Prefect dropped by and harrumphed both i in oauae and anger. Ar aneet %, 


, _ Apology. would cure the eieathe he felt. 


- Sitting. domes ta composé the bana found myselr thirking of Eniaca ~~ ai she <_< 
would have loved this brouhaha, had we only been together. Shé was ever. a-fighter. 1... 
began setting ‘down odd items from our life, or rather lives, together. . _and by the... 


next evening was. telling the. locals a rambling tale entitled THAT WAS NO LADLE, THAT 


WAS MY KNI FE, which was.an instant.-hit. It named names. atid places and dates, which | 


" WAS 2 rhistake, because the Prefect was back by the next noon. He: had moved. from 


_-harrumphing to clucking, and gave me to understand that, if 1 wished to continue in my ie : 
sineécure’ in Marzipan House, | had better start work on.a Panegyric, of approved.” _ 
8 metaphor and treatment, immediately. The thought of losing my ae little. bali ne 


was too much, 1 sat. down that very at temooh to write, ae 


| And ¢ came £6 myself as the next : morning was 6 brecking arid iw was eee at my ‘desk in. - 
_ groaning stiffness, and chill just putting the final touches ard flourishes on THE PIT - 
AND THE SPIT, a vicious slander ona Certain Imperial Figurehead whose name ended’ — 
with a e, a spirant that was hissed: over and over ‘throughout the whole bloody’ : 


7 performance. That was it, | felt: something within me was not going to let me meet my 


“end gracefully. Ao I tried to figure out what to do, there was a bang at the door, andin _ 

‘burst Eniaca, brandishing a Standard Peremptory Challenge Form, which she flung at me 

before she disappeared. We hadn't met for years, but she aaid not a word. Turned and.. 
.. sped away: through the ‘snow... She.had, J.gathered, heard LADLE/KNIFE somehow — | 


pene it wasn't a week old -- and had not en loved it. 
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-_ 


dt rather. looked ‘like war, | thought. ee the proper occupation in any case for a man | 
past 65 , and: Twas hideously out of condition. [hadn't worn a skirt for years, and. my 
‘Moves, never ‘the best, were bound to bé nisty at the very least. But 1 couldn't Stay 
there, not at. Marzipan House. No more: Never again. Suppose I destroyed PITISPIT. : 
and tried to go on as if ncn had ba tra : 


eee 


+: Welt, Eniaca would circulate the news 3 of a Challenge Refused which would lose me. c.y 

appointment. - . which: i would doubtless manage to ruin anyway: the demo ingide-me 

_ Was simply not not going:to let me enjoy my life. The next'time, 1 would doubtless commit. 

‘treason in front of witnesses -- armed witnesses. The. Prefect would come. with a 
Cohort, t to lead Ime, eit lucky. away in chains, ae if not. . : 
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- Better t to embrace the. inevitable ] Pie: and control what | couild of the pias 1. had 

hardly been a soldier, | in Spite of. the fidiculous affair at Trolltrial, but | had beeh a actor, 
and that was closé enough: I'd even Saved a costume somewhere: Tight, probably: still 
| culottes | were gorerally cut on ue eae side, and Id been fleshy, that last awtul Tour. 


ae: 


a but srhinptont, Finraly tiedged | in the puce ies J pees out oe es bee te pe, 
then stopped. For a sheep as a lamb, l used to say: well, why. not now? | foundadagger. — e & we 
| used for cheeseparing, picked up.the fresh pages of THE PIT AND THE SPIT, and. 

7 backed Bia to at door. Something to remember me @ by. 3 eo 7 


"> ' Whistling a bagpipe bourree; | strode off to'fight a War. 
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~The Last Tale. 


2 ef you. dont shiidhy your ears s my. way you wont get sag 

_the point which means youll have to learn this all by 

sperience: n thats the worse’ possible alternative’ 

‘though i hardly sea how: any of: you can’ 
survive the. first thrust of ‘their phalanxes. 7 ae 
god. what a pretty hand the. hills” go over here °° 

_ where the rising sun shaws green against the. pig... oe 
= on the. peak. well oncet upon. a time to: rise. and. : 4, 
| sine you ‘bunch of hopeless limp” wicks | or 
.. ~vhatever you are. you the lady who ordered the ~ 
"> gold i have the invoice right heres the site of the 
. first-or wistful vista shooting: across the. dale. 
and into the: trees our first objective since 
they next high on the tippytop his trotters clung. 
which aint what they generly do you mind if i sweep. 

‘these out of the way to accomplish this is. massy, 
‘ “but simple ‘first: grab your: . wyvern right at. : 

. “the base of the sculp thats a funny name for that 
Tittle hollow is primed with the gel before you | 
“3 apply “the ‘match your: rivers’ ‘for many-alocus — 
_: . amoenus has been. ‘undone. by uneven drainage ae 
et leading: to flooding: I didnt: ‘mean. to” ‘make you Cry. - 

- oooh .damn* ‘the: _TiVeTrs |i mean’ the | 
: ., torpedoes full ‘Speed a head so beautiful with jaw: - fees 

curved just so. old budodon. perched and peered. 
- allowin as how he-d-never been in such a fix afore” - 
~~ and had better vamoose fore the bird came back so 
smooth to the hand and eye that i d study and stroke it 

except i have better things to perform: the drill 

precisely as you were taught in basic. youll 
. be all right turn from the second stand point 
: ‘delivers: pene ‘viewer to*-rapt peepee of | 


30 
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what we might call a folly if it werent so squat . 
down you fool and: make like a fledgling grunted: the - 
boar under his. breathe deep @s' you aim then © 
scream. when: you make the thrust and twist 
oh damn again i appear to have made 


a slight digression from what is. after all - 
an hardly steady progress since the only goals the . 
__~. “exit: from the nest accomplished our clever boar 
4 which.is the’ story of my life stile has. to be climbed 
which breaks the piane of advance. in start ling : 
. ‘fashion eliciting the sudden cry of oooh oink ke 
| banzai haha gotcha i knew id remember 
<< mMeanin:me buster our-hero asked not the easiest 
task since his mouth was full of wing. should | 
withdraw, and tend the wounded during the 
_ hiatus. or as its commonly called the gap 
* between: the two identical thrusting piqued 


: ‘ : perhaps. why | no “not really. just. tender me. the 
Pe appointed projects atthestated time 
eS secure in your: trust thatiknow whatim _ ; 
oa) doing what i know. what i m doing what: iknow. ~~ 
a ow what _ 2 ta Fy 6. _ doing a 
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és “The fragments of ies that have pee transmitted to you have been notably tacking in: ‘proper names. It - 
af is not the case, however, that High Thefarie was/is inhabited. merely. by Eniaca, the-Five, TARY] the ... 
a Revelationish, and pURe. As you know, edible fungi and Something In The Water combined to 


| “Identification Lists. | | 
from the testinal Prascais, 1982-1986. 


ae PEOPLE 


= produce. in. High Thefariens ae oe: of Personal > Idealiam, Pevodon, and a ven 


To jog your memory, here is d list of rwenihy (00) Eminent Thefarlens for. the End of XV. | 


- Give-succinct identifications of any FIVE (S) (of course). They were/are enthralling: . 
_ individuals; make your identificatory paragraphs just as. enthralling. (NB; Again. we'e . 
se ‘déaing’ in andlogues, Names’ and Eplthets, etc:, have been more of less eos 

. from the aa J" 


Soencosene | 


4983: 


[anne Philmaron, 9:B. 
_Mismire the. Courteous _ 
“Langan Weizl, yclept "Knuckles" 
Honest Kimber 
MinnkManniMunriMeenkMoont 
Sal from Clus. 


Kesar Poliorch 3 
schinof iit -. 


“Monts Leftwich 
' Threeday Janice 


) ihe Wholly Abominable Kharon : 
, Twittipu Encyste . - 

.. Odon the Omnisanct 

; Heartstopper ‘Helgon — 

. Brek Gribbit _ a ee 
. The Glagath : = ok v4 Oe 
.. Fitz2MacSonides. the Foul, a ee 
Mr: Fester | os 
. Orsil, Drittit, & Fengwar 
Peaches | 


: ee ee eee : 


_ SAYINGS 


finetuding Proverbs, Catchwords, 7 
Miottoes, Notable a as and the. MS) 


"Bach of: the ten itenis ‘hereinafter listed was current (and even Fanos, in some cases during those 
Pies “hnrowing last years of XV (in part and i in whole). , . 


| ‘Choose any THREE. Witte a paragraph on each which will give: bere person, 
ae place, or whatever associdted with: Date: EO OMSNCS: Any other ce 
information, ee. the Real ene 


eo ee 
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“TURCE MURILA" ra "Happy Hocks!” 4 

“The wet. pointturns-the. page." 

“Fair won't fare fo Enphurii.” (More than Sie Ss use on 
"Even the liveliest river runs backwards." 
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~ 5. "We have ‘always relied on the witlessness = strangers 
6. ‘Tell it to PURO! | a7 ge 

“Never sit under a selelfal 

"Better blue than through." . 

"Shoat in the Dork: , 

0. ‘CA@ knows I'm willing: sailor." 


ot OO ~ 


aaa! 
PLACES [primarily atic , 


Each of the twelve items hereinafter listed was famous, either throughout, or at some time during, the 


te 7 ‘maddened last years ‘of XV. 


Choose any THREE (3), Wiite d paragraph « on neat which will classify the plate (what? 
+> Isiit?) Jocate-if (where Is. it? In reference to the-HT map.and the spots.thereon listed), 
~. ‘descfibe it! ‘(what does It look like? what is its functlon?—f that applles),;and account - 
~ for Its fame (what happened, there? who was involved? et sa You may also. date. 
| locale, occurrence, or Whatever. 


_ Gryphonpark =. 


7 7 The Pentaclé... a oe eee i 
2. The Maze of Ecstacy ' : 8. - The Mébium of the Magus 
3.. Quayside Quincunx a 9. Slothhouse *- 
_ 4, Peaches’ Penthouse. === :10..-. Kharon’s Lair 7 
. 5. Downside Cottage «11. Lonespire agi 3) ae 
6 no 


<Hellmarket 7 _. 12.) Questlost Castle 


‘EVENTS: 


4 Bach of iti ten events [happenings gs, occurrences, whatever hereinafter listed took place during those : 


,perowine last years [52 years, 10- ‘days, to be precise] of XV... 


‘ Choose any THREE: (3). Wiite a: paragraph on edck which will locate. ite event in’ 
“space and time, tell what-happened and who was involved, and-telate alll this to, 
shall we say, the broader thrust of history, geography, and whatever in High. Thefarie, 
oe given: that they are a/events of Intense complication, difficult to extricate from. the. 
-- swirling ebb and fiow of those chaotic times, ane: are all salad 


. The Exotic njenogs 
The Sudden Reversal 

The Third Distressing Disclosure 
The Collapse of the Best of Intentions 
The Curious Case of the Orgiastic: Praxis 
The Teribly Twisted Trine 
The Fourth Outrageous Opening 

_ The Beleaguered Banquet 


ON OO RON 
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9. The Undeihanded Betrayal e 
10. The Highly Inopportune Encounter 


4985). ) a 
oe eee, | GEOGRAPHICAL ANOMALIES: - 


. places, odd. featiires of landscape, and upsetting geological impossibilities, unnatural markings: of a. wholly 
_, perverse nature: So many, in fact, that they did not find a place on the latest map: of the ten aad 2 
| , eight have not been sc ae But no matter; you know the place. 


‘Choose any THREE (3), Write.a ipaoaiaon on each which will locate It (if fe cueainis - 
‘: describe It (with.particular attention to lis strangeness; what does it look like? how |. 
— does it work?—if that applies), and account for its fame in High. Thefarle (what | 
ey -happened there? - who was involved? etc). Give" dates and Peers: where ~ 


ee eepleedie — 
; 1 The eer Geode 6. The Sanne Delta : 
_ 2, -Lonespire | 7.. Hollowood | 
-.. 3. The Mad Mesa 8. Vainvalé - 
~ 4. Bridgeoak “9, Concertina Pass - 
5. The “ss Island of Tluse. 10. 


Downepout” 
~ ageen. 3 
ae OCCUPATIONS 


| As oe found to his cost while said a ie at the Middle Orders of the Civil Service, the work burden — 
foe 3 2 Of: High Thefarien society was conceived of in a fashion utterly outside-his RealWorld experience, and hence ; 
' divided into portions—i. e., individual ‘occupations that were Often, to put the best face on it, bizarre. Nor: ae 
‘ Was this oe confined to the public daca private employment could be Just as odd. . = 


| Below. are listed fen CAGE rubrics of late-XV High Thefeirle. Cis any 
| THREE 8): Write a paragraph. on. each, describing the duties; prerequisites, | 
_ perquisites, locales, remuneration, and. Importance of the specified Job. Remember : 
_: that these are not nonce occupations, but standard posttions that have thelr places " "- 
“In the Thefarien econonHicosocial scheme of things. Rernember also that theyhave 
been listed because eye are, from, our point of view, more > than Lait the least bit, «7 
“well, UTIs, ieee . ae 


Flashe?, Second Class . Deller’s sate 3 . 


= Ps re) 
-. 2. Imbalancer ’. - 7, MacSwisher 
3. Overfondier _-° 8. Graduate Enfoncer 
‘4, -Heartstopper | a 9. Underdunger 
- 5. Petty Vizier = © es AQ, sOUMeTOSD Looper 
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As one might ¢ — ofa parageographer 8 paradise, High Thefarie was ae studded with strange oe 
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DOCUMENTS 


if the average High Thefarien did not swim in such a:sea of paper and print as we do, he/she still found 
that her/his life was filled with a great number of documents, both short- and longlived, which, let us say, 
either prescribed, or described, or proscribed his/her behavior. These documents varied from official to. 
private, but they were, above all, /mportant,enibracing a spectrum which, in our world, runs from, say, . 


- . The Star, through People and dhe New York Times, to the Constitution and the Bible. 


= Below are listed ten such decinarie all currently influential during nie XV. Choose 

_. any THREE (3). Wate a paragraph on each, describing tts nature, contents, frequency 
& locale (if such apply), audience, and the reason for its importance. Remember 

.. + that the-are all elther official publications or, at least In thelr functions, ae near 
- quastofficial: there s thus only one work of fiction on thelist, > - 


1. The Red Book of Vshen - “6. Son.of Song of the South 
-_ 2.- The Pental Spy 7. TheGlut 
3) LQb ° =. 8. Leftover life |” 
. 4. Basic Motherore = 6 MAA lypse Dige : 
5, Stars in the Stye ~ 10. The Cou Cicuiar & Bréacing Guicle 


Oh. Where known.and eiseicsbie: give author, editor, Or the like. And, just for kicks, 
a a typical sentence ¢ OF sO from each eer: 


tome nenwoenre ere . 


~~ 
~e 
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High Thef sr ” 1” 


from THE THEFARIEN PENTADS 


The Five Vile Vistas of ‘the Gardens of BAROK , 


<.*, 
Dee 
ealerree 


m OUN:. The Wistful, 


- MRANVHILE, THE 
: um 
. i lost 


which shot from a suddenly exposed scarp to feast the - 
_ viewer's eyes on a ragged spinney of dwarfed larches 
’ framed between .two gentle peaks, the whole somehow _ 


_ intended. to evoke poignantly: the blissful days. before 


weaning, but instead. dragging the eyes of. adult ‘male - 
‘HT viewers. through a damped . ‘but. unending | 
‘oscillating sine pattern which, in three out of ten, led 
to the nausea and catatonia attendant upon the. 
- ss iad ea of the Primal Scene. ; 


~ 


n ZAL: The Risible, 2 | 


TR TIERCE, 
~ WARE GATHERING. 


TENYRARS ARLY 


which. delivered eo wary viewer ‘ho the aces 
-. -embrace of a bosky dell to the rapt contemplation of .a: 
decapitated and delapidated cone in the form of a’. 
_ revolving tower, the whole such a mingling -of luxury 


and ‘squalor as to (or so it was fondly hoped) create, in 


“the very act of regarding, an unstable interfacing of two. > | 
7 incompatible planes: of the soul that would find 
| inevitable resolution in peals of jolly laughter, but, the 


rotor being set too high and. the cams insufficiently 
filed, the tower spun at a searing wobble, condemning 
- fully a quarter of the gathered viewers to the nausea 
‘and catatonia attendant upon massive non-volitional 
reinforcement of the Alpha Wave. . 
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High Thefarie 31 


-. VC]: The Soulful, 


: os saininiill 
HORIZON LE, 
- PSD Amu, 


eohich, reached as it was by a hefty clamber’ upa totally. 7 
unexpected stile. and issuing. upon. a grassy: plain. - 


studded, here a copse, there a copse, with lozengy firs 


which guided the viewer's amazed gaze to a massive 
fountain spurting its damnedest in unending honor of: 
that mighty divinity of rest, recreation, and rut, Tin the 

- Hyperextended, the whole such an interplay of knoll. 
_ and bole and pool and wash and plash as to command _. 
ineluctably Rest, Perturbed Spirit, to all but the utterly - 
insensitive beholder, went sadly awry in direct 
consequence of the designer's delay in ordering mulch 

. for the firs, whose oval foliage, dry. and: friable that — 
fateful opening / closing day, was easy prey for a sudden — 
onset.-of: ball lightning absolutely: instantaneously ._ 


contemporaneous with the rupture of a hitherto 
unknown pocket of. natural gas beneath the fountain 


_+ just as the viewers arrived at the top of the stile, the |. 
consequent conflagration engendering loss of faith, in: 
- fully half the beholders, not to mention the nausea 


and catatonia attendant upon accelerated reversal of 


ne Fundamental Beliefs. . a. 3S oo 


Y ga: The Apocalyptic, 4 te . if oo ks | 


_ . through the sketchy stylization of the Fegatonian Grid, 
- ’.aimed at searing the -gallogaskins off the.battered) «'. - 
“viewer, who had reached the seepoint by a harrowing 
slide from the toothy wideopen maw’ of. an outsize 


“oa bosspocked gate, the ‘whole arranged. to burst into. 
flickering, terrifying life augmented by the slitherings. 


DBUTAT NPAERLE 


“which, designed as it was on the basis. of the emble- : 
matic Hell: buried somewhere beneath. the waste .- 


between Enna and the Miasm and known to most only 


eranite snollygoster sharply down a suspiciously 
clammy canal into the bowels of the earth and through 


and gropings of the automata that staffed the place, but, 


the power source having been lost when the oil store 
suddenly drained into the vacated gas pocket, the 
greatest store .of topographical grotesques. ever. 


assembled by the hand of Thefarien remained unlit 


and unseen, and the titled survivors, and a poor clutch | 
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High Thefarie 31 


“4 ME HLS OF ri 
WERE TACANT: 
A FUNERAL, 


they were, of the opening/ closing-day crowd fumbled | 7 
their way to the only light, the candle in the EXIT sign, : - 


which having been achieved, more, many more than 


half were suddenly struck by the onset of galloping ae 
ennui, heretofore rare in these parts, but since a - 
_ veritable plague, afflicting as it does fully all of its; © 
victims with the nausea and catatonia ‘attendant upon 
_ rapid and. irreversible bouleversement of. raptly” a 


ee a Titillation. . 


™m Ax’ The e Transfigurational, 


* nash is 
: 40 au sun : 


oF DBLAPENTE 
ADORE SER 
NEEM GARDENS 
OWN ATBAROK, 
AND THBREST 
TADTAKRN 
~THBDAY OFF 


which, cunningly | ee to ‘ferry. the spiritually i 
. cleansed viewer in a. self-steering : ‘boat across'a.wide; 
' _unruffled mere to a’ flowered isle topped by a.neat but -°_ : 

+ tasteless .castlet’ which,. “upon, entry, proved to be much . 
~ larger and infinitely more opulent inside than out,” 

_ where, gazing into the wavering surface of a curiously ~— 
framed mirror, he would behold -himself at once - 
arrived. in the richness of the: place and at the same . _ 

. time unconfined, roaming by the still waters. and green ae 
"pastures ‘through which he had so ‘lately ‘passed, 
'' whereupon he would raise a richly. wrought cup for’ 
_the draught that cheers, went, due to partial power | * 
failure and some. industrial. sabotage’ in the. ~ 
formulation. of the. enabling. spells: and: charms,’ 
- _ completely, if you ‘except the fact that there was, after all.’ 
‘a boat, wrong, ‘withthe result that.the mere drained, 
a “exposing the track and cogs and rendering: the ide ae 
“exceedingly bumpy, the dock on the isle could ‘only be. , 
| reached by. an. arduous. hand-over-hand_ climb from: the . | 
-.. prematurely beached boat, the lilies had wilted over:: |: 
the path, the mockup castlet displayed. advanced 
.. symptoms. of woodrot, the interior opulence, sprouted - 
. disgusting blue fungus, and the mirror, working only. _ 
' sporadically, displayed: the viewer in the-midst of a ~ 
mindlessly carnal contretemps. in the stews of ..~ 
~ downtown Clus, while the draught, in which the three ~ 
| game remaining beholders of that first/last day - 
indulged, induced, not cleansing and rededication, but - 
the cathartic nausea: and catatonia‘ attendant upon-. 
participation in what it were not eee to term : 
the Pome of me Disaster. . 
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| -.. Horizon aa a a er ee, 
rede <2 Gitar es “on OY ed 


i “My only regret is that.” ie 


|e 
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‘The All-But-Impassable GULF 


 LEFTWICHS LEAP 


[conjectural restoration} 


Given the greatness of Leftwich's. Leap, whereby spectacular military unreadiness ‘was even more 


‘spectacularly early Batay the day avoided, just barely, being an absolute catastrophe, but still, take it all in all, 


it.must bé counted one.of the sorrier patches of time in the country's history, especially since the art of 
Landscape Gardening—that glory of the Thefarien genius, thitherto productive of The Bowre, Brid geoak, The 
Deciduous Dwarfplot of Broslyn, the Maze of Ecstacy at Chis, and the Succulent Spreadlet that commands the 


‘approach to Assembly Rock—suffered in those bewildering hours a body blow from which it had not 


oundoff, contenting itself during the interim 


recovered more than ten years later at the trauma‘of. Cyclend/R L 
innings that would loom: ° 


with a sad series of hypothyroid theme parks with syn aie metaphorical sop 
as disgraces if they didn't, to a park, squat instead, affording DSP no comfort at all in the knowledge that he 


was, however indirectly, responsible for the tawdry charms of such a parageographical mischmosch as the 
Minor Reservation..... a 
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LONG QUESTIONS 
from the » Terminal Prascts, 1986 


=e LAW, of course, is a necessary bedrock for civilized societies in wie we ene call The Real World. 
Willingly if not knowingly, we sacrifice niost of our individual freedom to LAW, and in return we gain, in 


addition to. a modicum of. comfort and personal safety, a soothing sense that such entities as Cause and. 
Effect not only exist, but somehow governthat jumble of randomness, our Real World. LAW confronts-the - 


_., chaos of our days, measures it, cuts it to fit, and: files the neat pieces away to buttress and bolster, as 


.-Precédent, its appointed function of: Yardstick to what, if you. listen, is really the howling of the: void. It’s: 
crazy out there, but no matter: LAW will look after things, LAW will supply structure, LAW will:show . 

_ that Reason,.someway or other, rules the Great Higgledy-Piggledy of existence. How unlike High Thefariel _ 
. There, in a fixed and ritualized civilization, no such need for stability existed. In fact, quite the reverse. 


~ Daily life, existence*itself, constantly declared the workings of Cause and Effect. Events recurred through 


the succession of Day, Year, Cycle, and Round (and doubtless Megillah) because that was the way it was | - 
te ‘Supposed to“ bess Everything’ Was : Set. LAW: arose; ‘Of *course;“since-even “the: most thoroughgoing. . 
” determinism does not prodice unanimity, but with what a difference! Oar LAW counterféits ‘stability in the: . 


midst of chaos; Thefarien LAW, quite deliberately, aimed at establishing an isle of utter wildness at the 
‘center of the absolutely fixed. There was no Precedent as such, no appeal .to. the wisdom of. accumulation, 


for no accumulation existed. A steady stream of Laws, of course, proceeded from the Nellies at Enphurli, 


but their period of power rarely lasted longer than a pair of pents (sic); a year was almost unheard of..On 


the lowest level, this meant that normal “courtroom” practice was such that it can hardly be described. 
~ There did exist an appointed Judge (VA TIE XE), but that: was all. No two trials resembled each other; in. 
~ fact, were it not for the obvious implication that accumulation of some sort did exist, one might say that. 


_ every action-at-LAW did its damnedest to be pnigiter unlike any other, and thus supply a ee stodgy 
woe with ever-crazier pools of Chaos, | 


-~ Conipare and contrast the SECOND. and FOURTH Divorce bondi of Enlaca_ . oe 
_ and dsp—the gloomy, matter-of-fact, Indeed viclous SECOND, and the hilarious, 
ee -orgiastic, three-ring circus of a FOURTH, Be quite specific in matters of venue, Judge, © 
oO Mury? ‘arguments (if any), and disposition: (including verdict, If any). :\ Compare the. P 
“ outcomes, which Is to. say, the Immediate fate’ of the principals. (To tefresh your" 
a? “memoites: Divorce ft was in 600; Divorce NV, in oa _ : | 


a Change did, ofc course, occur in 1 High Thefarie: even = a trivial ieaies as s DSP's "Notes Toward = | 
penis of High Thefarien Drama" shows as much. What strikes us, from this remove, as .odd is. the. .. 
--Thefariens' attitude toward Change: They could not admit that it had.happened. Prisoned as they were ina 
_‘ deterministic world-view that allowed for no deviation from a'Grand Plan [or, rather, Grand lait). they, - 

ate found it necessary for their psychic well-being to-cling to what was often a ridiculous illusion: that they - 


- lived no differently than their grandparents had, back to the beginning of the Cycle. If a difference from the 
7 past could not be subsumed, somehow, under the Plan [or, rather, the Plan], they simply refused, by what 
appears fo us a deliberate, communal act of mental blind-ness, to. believe that such an anomaly existed, and 
this refusal governed their responses. Nowhere is this better seen than in the collective reaction to the. 
sudden efflorescence of public architecture that begain early i in-605 as part of the normal Cyclend building 


: “boom: Due to either the machinations or the ineptitude of a pudgy copyist in the. basement of:the Ministry 


of. Structure, plans and mauveprints were altered drastically—and;-as was Thefarien ‘practice, followed 
, . Slavishly to the last detail by builders. The effect was swift: by 608, the landscape had blossomed with a 


Series of architectural anomalies, all of them public eee which violated custom, gravity, and good : 
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taste, and for which the Thefariens, whose standard for such items was aw And Squat, were totally 


unprepared. Giddy and shocked, they adapted amazingly by Pretending and Counterbuilding. When. - | 
assaulted by the appearance of, say, the Mébium- or. Lonespire, they first asserted to themselves that this a 


Tos, was merely another example’ of ‘plain-vanilla, no-more-than- -five-storey Thefarien Middle Squat; they then 
_ set about masking the pulaine, to susttty that assertion. 


Choose any THREE buildings from the. maddened Boom of 605-608, Sou how they 

differed drastically from normat “code” bullding In High Thefarle, ‘and demonstrate - 

how the Thefariens, by mental set and supplementary structure, assimilated those = 
| differences as samenesses. picaratne\ would be appreciated.: | 


ei The ‘Thefariens, ofc course, are creattires of configuration, even as we. . but the fivored configuration i 1S. 
. quite’ different, though it might be said, very loosely, that both of us are attracted to ENCIRCLEMENT: .. 
._- This is hardly, however, a real equivalence: We RealWorlders, aggressors all, strive to be on the perimeter 
_. of acircle [real or metaphorical], pressing in; the Thefariéns, by contrast, esteem the center, and bend their — 
- - efforts.to be surrounded. The causes. of this’ curious proclivity are lost inthe mits of time, but the effects -. . 
+ are there for all to'see, most obviously in military strategy, where the preferred Thefarien tactic is to occupy. 
".-*’an-exposed point, preferably.-a-lone.mountain,-and wait: for the enemy.ta-be:ranged.around on all sides. 
7 Thriving on what. we'would term-Utter Hopelessness, they-pick the: weakest-sectory concentrate: forces: upon: - 
- it, and peel the circle's circumference back to its vanishing point. This preference for being under total 
_ pressure is not limited to war; gamers and gamesters all, they look on life:as resistance to attack, and 


consistently put themselves i in the center, so to speak, in what to us would be the Position of Maximum 


= ‘Disadvantage. In war, business, overt games, and love, this orientation is found; had osp known about it-- eae 
. at the béginning of his courtship of Eniaca, he would have been apes several karate ere and one -- 
a oe painful groin en . . a 


ees "Choose ONE rin battle, ONE (1) business, Gnd elther ONE (i) game or ONE (1) love: 
a ge aah “affair. and show how this sub-logical tendency to be enclicled -goveined both the - 
_ Srateay: and the outcome. Be extremely detalled in ONE (ly of the instances. : 


‘Iv. “Cantival, ‘of course, even in our ochosdais « réstrictive society, is a time for Breaking £ Loose, for 
ve “casting off momentarily those shackles. which bind us together. . . as the authorities at such focuses of fun 
* as South Padre‘Island have. yearly cause.to lament. High ‘Thefariens,‘however, differed:from us inthis asin _ 


much: The regular. récuirencé’ of an ‘equinox: or solstice in’ ‘High’ Thefarie ‘brought forth’ ‘festivals;-of courses?" ++ : 


especially among. this ritual-ridden people, but such frenzied gatherings signalled no relaxation of Plan or 


; Pattern; they merely, during thé specified period, changed. the labyrinthine rules they:lived by for. another 
| set. And this adoption of a different rigor was not felt to be. change; merely intensification of certain Jatent —_ 
‘aspects ‘of the normal, everyday Ways. The simple shopgirl on holiday might appear, to the uninstructed - <- 

-. Observer, to be abandoning all trammels as shé writhed and flopped rhythmically in a deep wallow of warm | 
-- mud... but that wallow-was:the wallow fin a reproduction, of course] of.a Titled Princess of the.Realm,. . 


and the shopgitl's every slide and splash was governed by tradition. Woe betide that uninstructed observer if, 


eat cer forgetting this point, he decided to profit by Chaos and jumped.in beside her. ... as, strangely eriough, 
-. Occurred in the case of D sp at the General Bountification, Art Exhibit, and Commend Slosh near Veen in 
ee 588. 


Choose ONE (1) festival—the one above, near Ven, or the Brummagem Transmittal, 
or even the Hyperextended Orgy within the Precinct at Clus. Show how Its ways a) 
manage fo invert the normal structure of High Thefarlen society, but (b) Insist upon 
the continuance of rules, rituals, and restrictions... .albelt of a quite different sort. Be. 
graphic?a tices might not be amiss. - : 
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se You have read, of course, of the females who constituted the entire population of the. Greek island of | 


Lemnos, and of their novel method for ensuring the persistence: of ‘their society—which is to say,. their 


. enlistment, of the willing ministiations of such sailors as- happened ‘by. An analogous procedure may be: - 
determined in the case of the land of High Thefarie, whose. inhabitants’ every urge was devoted to bringing 


. about their world's finis and subsequent rebeginning—Cyclend/Cyclarch, Roundoff/Roundon. Thefariens, of 


Course, were ‘bountifully supplied with both sexes; what they needed to effect their goal 'was.a non-_ 


Thefarien, an alien. The fact is, Cyclend/Cyclarch could only be caused by.a series of totally unplarined, 


_ unique acts, acts such as no tradition-bound Thefarien was capable of | conceiving, much less performing.” ° 
_ And so, as the Cyclé wound towards its end, the nets would go out (so to speak), snatch an alien (usually .a - 
. human), and drag himyher in. Tradition held that High Thefarie had been unusually fortunate in the Alien for’ 


XIV, known as Ed (she gave no other name). Ed came. late (about XIV/ 623), performed her Five 


Ministrations with dispatch. and neatness, and departed to universal appreciation. How unlike dsp, brought se 
.on half a century too’soon for XV, who never. really understood his function, proceeded by inept trial and © 
- manifold error, and left behind. him, not an ‘economical quint of ministrations, but an ‘extraordinarily messy ‘ . 


tale of Sb bumblings. {Unkind souls. would : arrive at a total of 54 but. some stretching i is necessary: 1. For all | 


that he was effecting R Roundoff as well as Cyclend, dsp reduced the place beyond Chaos, ... 


choose. THREE. (3) of The Lady Ed! s. Five Ministrations that brought about the Oyciond/ 
+ Cyclarch. at-the-end.of. XIV, describe. them. thoroughly. -emphasizing:her.neatness .. 
-and dispatch, and compare them with THREE similar attempts on the part of dsp, ; 
ate how. he left disaster where The Lady Ed had been.all smoothness. 


‘VI: Suing, of course, meant sich the same to Thefariens 2 as it does to us: fieshiness, the triumph. of light Oo 
- over dark and light over death, rebirth, rejuvenation, fertility on‘ the rise. But there was'a darker side to: - 


- Spring i in High Thefarie, especially Springy—the Season of Surgery. The butcher’ s calling had been highly 


a honored in antiquity ["Yite ysse a poincte compleatly moote, c observes a fragment of a chronicle of: | 


Swuid. from’ mid-XHI, “whethere y Y efariens doe abhorre or reveere yé Pigge, but cotte ytte they doé, 


. and with a righte doughtie. wile”, but the. sudden taboo on pork which followed the Exaltation of the ~. 
Swine at the beginning of XIV, and the consequent freeing of hordes of Master Slicers for other work, led to 


the slow but relentless rise of what we will call Cosmetic Surgery. It certainly had little if any pathological 


a function, this snipping away. at the bodies physical that comprised the Body Politic;. its aim was the 

22 objectification of status by subtracting what: was sound; the removal. of diseased. organs. was left to- 
"journeymen. ‘The principle. -was. Conspicuous Consumption, rather:-the:Master Deller who lacked his little’. - 

.” fingers could obviously ‘afford'a hireling:to. perform Hanguide. ‘Thus it went; tll it appeared that quadruples = SP as 


amputism had slaughtered social one-upmanship. But the: Opening. of the Chest Cavity in ‘XV/555, abetted - 
by a standardized system. of scars denoting what had been removed, spread new fields “a endeavor. cae the » 
en surgeons, ‘who cut withe a righte doughtie wille: ‘until Cyclend, | 


Describe. in agonizing detail and with charts, the excess of disposable Inner organs. -_ 
* iwith which Thefarlens were blessed..Note.the.social cachet attaching fo the =... - 
* removal of each, and specify the scar/sign thereto assigned. (NB:. This must.be ~ | 
_* answered inventively enough to overcome your Gulde's distaste; he Is now sory he 
* brought the matter ee }—One further, iter: Tell, once and for all, the i of sa SS 
Seperation. 


64 


* . ss s . . * ° . . . * ee 
. . : 7 = . . _ iz 
7 ‘ . i a 5 ; 
. . . 2 . » . 7 = - . ° x. - 
« . . . a ae : > 
. re * . . . 
. F . . f . 
. * . 
‘. . 5 . . ‘ — . se ~ “ 
e . * ° 
aoe . . 
. 
x ew ‘ $ - cs 
. 
. 


wh praeey 


¥ 
. : a 
; 
é 


. 
. . 


High Thefarie 33 


- ee : 


pardon me maam oe would © 
you be potheththed. of any. 
r thecretth 


- ethpethtally thothe having referenth 


... to the current of the river dektht _ 


 thutth'as ‘might keep - - 
an unfortthunately ee, 
saan: ae dithtreththod * 


_THPY | 


fron thtarving : 
"i thtreet | a ae en 


“curtheth be on your thtock ‘and theed . 
imithtreth, 7 


» Sea a a eat Job oo oe arid the. ees ee 
- blew that one : 7% o£ dont have it down. a 
-"* 'shd: know better oe Ehere shd be a gurgle:. 
’ than tohiton . . SLL ls, coming. out over the 
A os these. urban © 2°" rolled tongue poking 
. - sophisticates og eae ed sca 


—— interested | in any. 
“vedhot — 


OR ie 


a gotta beauty here” 
2 an orgyworld. - 
fits in the inner pouch ~ 
) selfpowered 
-. has a zoom lens 
for detailed viewing © 
easily cleaned | 
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* i its yours for only, 
ant offictal. secret or two 
a bonus will be given for _— 
of the comirig crackdown. . 
: on mt ee. 
“howzabout it 
: 2. 
ch may a withering bight aitack your secrét pat - 
* buster © 
: eaatci another pitch: Bie Se ‘can pas be that ive ‘igst > 
- he Looked. official’ - =. + My powers of. observation. - 
_ . given the epaulets: and « > Snot to mention the fine ia | 
. all that braid. looped ‘over. : Soe my. discretionary rhetoric. ~ - 
his ears and the lacy slip. * 8" - my muff shd-be stuffed with ss 
maid baches Delow: his: shirt, - oe ae i matter by. NOW: 
| oe 
"guess what missy. 
“this is your lucky day 
_ yes indeedy you. are: 


- the 625th member of your profession: 
= have encountered this morning 
: which entitles you 
to o this ‘curiously wroug ht 


~ TICKLESTICK 
for home: OF: office t tuse~-- : Se 
“upon presentation of 
the merest clutch of 
: icial secrets: 
having reference 
to the revised approaches a 
- gathered during your pursuit 
_ of your joyous a, 
“so what do you say to. 
7 - that - 


e 


“and a highly impractical same to you with bells on. 
| schatzi | 
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—_— Ra ae 7 
this doesnt seem to be : can it be as my aetna _ 
my ‘day or rather let us say ts somehow turning them off 
that + am seriously in danger. but thats ridiculous highty so - 
of. starving to death in these my seams are straight t.am | 

_ pulrescent. purlieus. unless _ Winsomely betogged in the 


1 get it all together somehow standard garb ie the aeasan 


perhaps i-should essay 7 
the direct approach 


e 


— < 4 
“ney There ANYONE ve 
ALLOW ME TO INFORM you. 
chat This PRESENTATION | Set OF 


— BAGPIPRS © - 
‘Loabep WITH Extras i ; 
REINFORCED Seams. a, 
_ GoLbRimmed FINGERNOLES ~ 
8 sania: J ULROUGHT 
SS  SPITVALVE © + Pag ee 
“WILL BECOME THE Propercy OF 8 
“ThE FIRST VOLUNTEGR 
— _ OF CLassiFleéb Matter - | 
IN RE. THE GOVERNMENT. INSTALLATIONS - | 
DOWN AT THE DOCKS AT. PORT Fare. vies 
TO A CERTIFIED WAR NERO | 
| have 7 ANY CAKERS © | 


? | 
we | may respectively appropriate hideosities strike each and every one of you cultureless_ 
_ quislings | . 
: incomprehensible action : can tt be: that i am ‘working : 
scarcely to be expected the wrong intersection of ~ 
_ froma clutch.of tourists this overly depraved district 
* out for a good cholly time | «the one spot suffering from’. 
with purses loose wits slack = - a pinpointed pandemic of . 
and hence enhanced vulnerability. nothing less than: virtue | 
| E7274 
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Sh. 4 on the Wily Islet of 7 | ‘a, * ° 
2 ; | THe Lider sHins _ - . é . F 
a a Improvisation: ~ oe 7 
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4 “aword anent everything mo, eo 38 ) St a 
THe Whddersuins 9, Ge ae aa — | 2 a 
ie oe ee ‘ryasyoulnsist =. oi ; j - ft: os 
me 7S ‘Inprevnation: ; 0 al comes | | - _ oe oe 
_THemehow a ae Re ede ie Jet me counter that with A - - , tie 
: Pa nothing is ever begun N 
, @ ; Gees 8 4 st puffs you persist - me 


, 7 Bie dak a she it never gets to :. oa 
a aie " speaking from the middle. ; 


Pe we 


or eae ea ae 4 3 everythings In process oe oO 
e “Ss Vi a oe a ae . = Ry forever startess  <@ eS a tie . 
.f.. ” Br” - =" a = G 3 hot exactlly au contraire’ + _— | 
) . As Soe . < 7 nothing has direction © - 
_ ws “faa, MS ges FR. 2 Sra ee aint goin nowhere 4 me en 
~ ~ a - whatdolcare — 60 ; Rae: | 
7 “ ; ae. f 10 round this philosophy off . : - 2» 
oo , Soy <" oe 7 nothng has any extension 
on | sO ; ae orcanatall persist — | 
- ae ss beyond a simple pop Aide es a = 
= Eg : : —  ATTCATAT : 
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. 
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ES 
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How 
I asked myself - 
that very muggy 
' afternoon 
did we ever get into this 


_ It was not as if we didn't have 


‘other gigs 
. admittedly not top ae 


but certainly better thin 


: playing for a crazed enclave | 
of defrocked priests fitted out. 


in snouts and trotters and: 
curly tails 
But there we were ensconced 
on an islet - | 
inalake . 
on another islet 
| _Inano ther lake’ 
,on yet another islet 
| in the: midst of 
: blue Ruin, 
© we Could v we ye possibly please them. 
‘I wondered pondering on 
our status as — 
Hie sole exponents of 
a Regressive. Urban 
in the entire “country 
which meant | 
for all I knew | 
% the entire planet 
- Were we riot making a mistake © 
3 "+ serenading radical nuts” 


who rather seemed as if’: 
they might be more: than a 
Jittle, hostile 2 | 
And. yet | 
am | reassured myself . 
as I polished my cup 
woe mouthpiece " 
"and ee, the wildeyed 
i th rong” : 
thors looked. to 0 be 
a certain amount 
of fairly frenzied 
energy: exchange 
from group to audience 
and back again | 


me was there ever 


We went wrong from the — 
first note... | 
* which was as if f happened | 
‘mine all mine 
_ Ordinarily a commencing clam’ 
is no great drawback in. ; 
- Regressive Urban ...- - : 
~~ and ig even to be sought after 
* But this was different i in that my_ 
meddix’ Ss primary airbag burst 
And thou ght shifted to. an le 
7 instantaneously well almost ° 
the resultant phthwatt © 
" not only startled the unco guid 


| High Thefarie 34 


from their orgy of porcine self- _ 

congratulation but set a tone for the’ 

-subsequent proceedings that. 

was notso mmiuch reverent as 

not to put too fine a point on it: 
“impiously:1 raucous ee 

Prona.was blowing ditim 


ol Vand he coughed onto his: 


| secondary strings a move 
which prompted Cini a 
who was really much too fense * 
fora paflim. performer 
to stick: his finger completely vy: 
- uphis nose and generate as. 
| random series of oscillations . 
_ , that drew an astoundingly low . 
') repeated thwobble from Nic's © 
. . mectub and brought _ 
the High Priest’ ‘straight up 
from, the trough — | 


to greet a perfectly mistimed 


irregular Series of explosions 
from Caca on the attatat 
{ still think that the situation © 
might not have been. lost — 


if we each hadn't tried to save it e : 


and thus erigendered notonly’ 
- ; an origastic riot of the pious 
"but a weird series of harmonic: | 
' vibrations that made the islets _ 
and lakes take off straight up 
- into the middle of the air 


ove 
. . 
‘ . 7 . 
. . 
i * . « . 


Regressive Urban was our own invention, born of Enphurlian anomie and the ee of bebop that I'd brought along tucked away in 
my chops, with a remembrance of how a raga might sound, all surrounding a-hard center of nihilism. This Wok place early in. 
Summer? 607. [ had just turned fifty-two, or was it i sa daca ; 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Terminal Prascts, 1987! 


And so, Oh Best Beloved, we wate to the end cancrizantes, crabwise. Your worlds, in all their infinite variety, 
~ tremble on the brink of ultimate concretion and amalgamation; mine, at this moment clinging precariously to its. 
spotty unity, is about to be dragged apart into forty—odd sorts of Special Creation. ‘On Saturday next, I shall ask you 
Searching Questions about Hizh: ‘Therarie, questions to which you will reply with the utmost sangfroid and 
_ Savvy; for Dish: Therarie is a Thing You Know. Know as well as the back of. your. hand, or the’ .. 
neighborhood where you grew up. It is merely a knight's move away, two blocks over and one block down, and: ~ 
You Have Been There. You may have marvelled, during your first. trip, at its close resemblance in particulars to... 
many of the Otherworlds we have studied, but that is no cause for wonder any more; the place is familiar, its ins s and cae 
“ .: , Outs as much a part. of your consciousness as the configurations of a well-worn j jogging shoe. | 


ed aay, ow have stood through’ CyelenlCyclarh and watched Mt. Turaround revolve during. the (timate Invasions | 
and Destructions.: 


o You were there, at The Horrid Sausaging in The Dale, at The Futile Harangue when the Council met on the 
Ropewalk in C Lds, at The Profusion of Images which swept away The Concord of Lake Seemly. 


7 You were watching, closely, when Me. Pun ctihous efupted early and forced The Rift in the Succession; ‘ah 3 
'  : when Lake Ruin's draining coriupted five classes of student: ‘priests at Bolsena, when oOsp' s creation of The _ 
Le, Gardens of BA ROK came close, all too close, to Breaking the Pattern. 


| “And: ‘you iow. The Lands Around, ill-cartographed thotigh they be. You have fared to the West on Quinguest, ‘to 
‘see your centerboard carried away by the spire on the temple tower of The Sunken City of YW 1S; you have fared 
“to the East, through that dreadful interplay of plain and. desert. and platte and-steppe, to view the wholly abominable ee 
. practices ° ‘of The Races Without The Hoof, you have fared to. the North, where the eee huddle Outside Of Ge, * 
e Pattern and Beyond All Form in The Windless Wild. | ~* 


You have not fared to the South, but who has? 


| You have’ known Eniaca"tis" 0's P“knew her--well: ‘nearly-~from the-fambling- ‘student days: to The: Glorious. Arg -& rat 


: Withness to the inevitable near of the Mirror, as Concubine, conpeen: Comforter, , Competitor, ad 
-- Combatant: . ae 24 , | 


_ . And above. all, you know the language: The complex twists of Old High Thefarien are tO you as a Muerspeache, : 
_ each click and buzz, évery last daunting ellipsis, all honorific inversions inmediately a never woul you 
be given Lea by the mes aes inscription, not even 


| ITA TOA ICAC, heRAG@ AVA VaTIexe. 

__GNJAL, ASTRES CEMJASA MEX CUTA _ 
@EFARIE] VELJANAS SAL CLUVIENAS. - 
TaRuce MUNISTAS GUVAS TAMERESCA. 


1 This Preliminary Statement is preserved almost in toto as a memorial to PrePraxian rhetoric. Post-1987 Statements 
have been, or will be, severely cut. 
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JLACVEe TULERASE NAC ror AVIL SARVAR 
| TEGIAMEJTALE, JLAcVe ALGASEe. | 
NAG ATRANeS ZJLACAL. SELEJTALA. 

— AXNAGVERS ITANION, beRAMVE AVIL 

| ENJACA | PUALUMX VA. 


- with your linguistic expertise, you could render that text into accurate: colloquia English ina moment. 


 Awed ~by your Anowledge--geography, architecturé,. politics; literature, sociology, music, s, biogtaphy, surgery;. 
__ language, everything—t salute you on the threshold of your Uttermost Grand Exhibition of your Achievements, - 
Which is to say your Terminal Praxis. You Know. it All, and I could, at.this very instant,.ask. you anything—. 


_ even, say, the tastes in bed-tapesiry among the. middle ranks of the Zen Stavice I in kia XV/S73—in full ane | 


“confidence of receiving an exhaustively accurate answer, 


~ Aad yet,;*there’ is ‘more; ‘mich’ more; toa Terminal Praxis than’ mere; “exhaustive: accuracy « Synod that's, the gee. . 


~ ticket—the ability to. fare afield, culling the ‘errant ‘facts, then: put.them- ‘together in a meaningful and pleasing ~~ 


structure. Would I be Doing The Right Thing, would I be Fulfilling My Pedagogical Function, if I neglected, at this _ 


_, Next-to-the-last moment when myriads upon myriads -of details jostle for your attention, to focus your next four 


days of thought on Points of Pertinence? Were it not possible that, without proper admonition on my part, you_ 


"night spend one of those precious days on such a marginal investigation as (to take an unthinkable instance) the | - | 


abortive fortunes of The Mauve Wyvern Mime Troupe & Domestic Plumbing Contraction Firm—I apologize for . 
the awkward translation—that came to such grief: in ‘its ill-advised production of Dsp's lubricious Wallowplay © 


QBUPL-OAL [Grease Trap] at The ‘Quinguennial Transmittal Liturgy and Communal Mock on The 


. Esplanade. at Bruminagem i in Summery, XV/599?- Might it not chance that, failing my courisel and specificity, | 3 


- ‘valuable ‘hours might ‘be wasted in. filling in gaps on the lamentably’ insufficient map—in spotting, Say, The. 
. Hideous Hamlet of HERAMVE (important though it was to the Nellies for a few months in XV/612), or in-. 
plotting the random, temporary hiccodgts‘of HIA/T US as it.pocked the-Great Roads from Palace to.Palace, or. 
_ in scouting those curious fluctuation in the bounds of the the Fecund Enclosures, bounds whose very indeterminacy 
: Jed. to.the failure of the farfel crop. and thus. to the so-called "Food War" of XV/595? Could: not some overly’. . 
: enthusiastic: soul; mistaking my: silencé for. aicue, ‘down her/his:available, lime. twiddling at the. messy impedimenta. .. shee 
oof The Highly Secret History, that grossly exaggerated and exaggeratedly gross account of a fledgling Stye-  ~ 
‘ Master’ s erotic misadventures while presumably engaged in what could only have been quite: footling- -; 
~. 5“ counterintelligence (to stretch a point)'in the purlieus and banlicus of CLUS? To sum up, is it entirely outside the - - 
oe _ limits of all conjecture than my vaunted Théléniianism, my. blazoned attachment, however principled, to the ideal. . 
“embodied in that’ beloved ‘motto: Fay Ce Que Vouldras, my dedication, barely this side idolatry, to: - 


APIA TROS —quintessentially. Thefarien term for.which.no. sufficient translation: has,. does;- or. will.ever. 


_° ekxist-—is somewhat less than: wholly: devoid of the slightest oe ee winch the’ least _ pis Praxist 


_. might squeeze into the rank verdancy of. {shudder! i Triviality? *. 


No, No, a Kes » x -@ O x times No. Specify I must’and will. You should sierefare: Fanon the frenzied. “sf 
_ half-week between now and Saturday, devote yourself fo the ae areas of — Theraran de: 7 3 


"What ee Down Must Come Up, Mostly: Tebdeipiien! Anomalies as 
'. a -Guide-to the Laté-XV Thefarien Artistic Efflorescence _ 
"What Goes. Down Must Come Up, Mostly: The Compulsive Lability 
-. of the Smalitime Entrepréneur in:the Thefarien Economy 
What Goes Down Must Come Up, Mostly: Table Manners in. the Wed 
of Thefarien Life | 
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What Goes Up Must Stay Up, Mostly: Constellational Configurations” - 
_- in Thefarien Astronomology — ae 8 —_ 
‘What Goes Over Must Come Across, Pretty. Much: The.Breakdown. of -. 
. Courtship Practices in preRound and preCycle High Thefarie a 
_ What Goes Sideways Must Get There, More or Less:. Patterns of — 
indirection in Thefarien Thought, Popular and Academic 


- Asi say, You Know It All, But think along the lines-of the above subjects. They will supply the. Long Questions . 
on the final ex....sorry, on the Terminal Praxis. | o ae re =. ee 
Be ready—but how could-you not be? Of course you're ready, set to g0 madly ahead, spillin g forth information that 
is bone of your bone, flesh of -your flesh. To you, experts that you. are, abjectly I apologize’ for my pedagogue's. | 
‘presumption-in implying, however inadvertently, that you might harbor the tiniest smidgin of self-doubt as to your 
_ performance-on this Grand Trial. ‘I can only say that I wish I were you, © _ ees a wae 
E Someday, perhaps quite soon, you will understand what I mean by that. : 


TURCE MURILA, 
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{which is to'say,, © ee 
. cusp sature} 

. ‘ Jwhichistosay, 7 we 
Sle Cn: Gh oh 1 er ee, 
-.. [which is to say, - 
' SION YysIUS — 

. simplicissimus - 


_ permpbrastes} 


2 AKA: Flotsam; The Tricked Cyclist; The All-Round Rounder; The Freshman Alien; The.Noisome Navigator; Uncaring 
Bastard; The Damned Upstart Outworlder; Darling; the Reluctant Nester; Daddy; Hero of Trolltrial; Plague of Trolitrial; "Say. 

_ It‘Ain't So; Tinusi" Sature;.Thé Martyred Munist; Her Husband; "One-World" Tinusi; -Her Ex-Husband; Master of the Inner . 

. Sty; Operator #Z-5; That Idiot Who'Pi-ed the Catalogue; Wizard of Wormless; Swineless Sature; Operator #Z-15625; The 

 "Luckless HUYN; The Encumbered‘Katabatic; The Departmental Embarassment, Purveyor to Sophisticated ‘Wordlings by: 

': Appointment Only; Sal's Friend What's-Her-Name; Municlet the Wanton: The Reverend Mister Fester, Who He?; Who She?;~ — 
Who It?; He-Whose-Reach-Doth-Exceed-His-Grasp; Heramve-Born the Horny; That Dirty -Young Man; Spineless Sature;. 
"Take Advantage of Me, Please" Tinusi; Bankruptcy Contestee #Z-3125 (Clus); Dear; Magister Gregis; Hortensia, Meliaca, — 
and a host of other roles; "What's-He-Doing-On-A-Stage" Sature; Corruptor of the Young; Felon #Z-125 (Clus);. Dear Parent; — 
Dad; Inductee #Z-78125; Sature, T. Flasher 2/C, #39065; Mama, What's That Man Doing?; Watcher; Our Illustrious Guest. 

- This Evening; Impresario, Manager and ‘Sole Proprietor; That Dirty Middle-Aged Man; The: Defendant; Popsy; 
Fumblefingers; "Shaky Pentacle" Sature; The Fixit Mag; Her Relict; Apprentice Gamester; WageSlave Grade #2; The Mole _ 
in the Ministry; LukeLips Tinusi, Master of the Meddix; Pentathletic Paragon; Corruptor of the Aged;"Who Shall Be - . 
‘Nameless; The Searcher Beyond Order; The Mess; Tree~Dwarfing ‘Kitig of Ribbir; Warrant Gardener to the Royal:Sees «1: 2.5 
Mindless Sature; Anathema; Afterword; Granfer the Tale Teller; OF Blood-and-Bile; O!' Scourge-Bitch; Ol' Tight-Culottes; : 
Apprentice Pluniber; Architect of The Grand Design; National Disaster; The Utterly Obliterated; The Last Resort; Honey; 
Spinner; The RoundOff Sound@f£; Good-Riddance; and others too numerous--and. unimportant--to. list hére. Dime ae eau eee: - at 
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| [Addition 1993: Oops. What’s this? Yet another page? 
. Another caveat from Early Times. I should keep it; it might be useful. But not in the text intended for COLOR 
“CB SANNI—Those Who Know, who are VOI Chil SEE be Tey Who Know. What to do?... 


Oh, I know; rl put it ina footnote. eI. 


Merely a i space-fi ller. Disregard } 


' 3SUPPLEMENTARY ¢ CAVEAT: Inasmuch as it is stupefyingly ‘bane even at this late date, that what i is to be done on 


the Praxis may be misconstrued, let me put it, much as | hate to; as baldly as I can: 


-- You have been supplied with a number of odd-items composed by one OSP, presumably in reference to his stay in 1 High 
 Thefarie. These relate to each other—somehow—but by no means. constitute a full presentation of that. marvelous, if rather 

- limited, Other-world, The’ Necessary Fiction, however, is that’ you know. EVERYTHING about the place—which, put, cmssly, c 
‘means that: you will MAKE UP. most.of. the information: that” you will hereinafter set down. Not at random, of course. You 
-will have thought the matter over, and tried.to make the sparse—well, relatively sparse—items fit together. But, on the 

. Praxis, you will have to engage. in INVENTION and CREATION, since & $7 has been, quite chary with hard evidence 


thereto pertaifting, and has only capriciously divagated into the systematic, the Tentative Chronology notwithstanding. 


- ., - What should emerge, then, is a COLLABORATION between 3 Sp and you. You must try: hard: not to. contradict him; you. 
“s must try equally hard, or even harder;:to demonstrate the Staggering Fecundity. of Your. Own peerage of course, . 
aN paps so wild that you orbit; ‘tendency: to: which ‘DSP's. fixed points will, .T-trust,.furnish a checkisi +. vs woes) S87 lege 
. -... Another check, ‘or at least a guideliné, is furnished ‘by the works you have read and. thought ‘about in the course of the 2" 
. . + course. Of course. You have seen a wide variety. of very competent authors go about the building of Othérworlds. If nothing 
_ - + €lse, they have shown ‘ you how to perform with some savoir-faire. This is important, because the statements you make'in 
| .the Praxis will be judged, on some level, as Artistic Creations: How. inventive are they? How various are they? How do. 
- they fit together? How do they show what you know? How do they take DSP's dross’ and transmute it into eck Madness, 
_ Divine Madness, Demiurgic Madness is asked for...but with Method. __ 
- The Questions—yes, Virginia, there will be choices——will be QUITE specific if refer you 10 the sccantaed Ouectiias of the . 
_ past-scattered about the book], and specificity will be required in your answers, which means that you will:have to Create. - 
_ Urider- Pressure. The inscription on pp. 71-72 of this final handout [i.e.,.of 1987] and your translation of it will necessarily 
bea ‘VERY important item, so be thinking it over; do not, however, finalize your version. It will mean, of. course, what you: 


want tt to mean, but your wants. ae be bande to. a Question's requirements. In this connection. let.me free you from the | 


“ whose meanings must stand: OUTA. SeENRICT ENJACA. 
As demonstrated in the booklet, Long Questions, of which you will choose ONE, will be eld from the areas specified 


above on pp. 68-69; Short Identification: Questions will be lists of items you have never seen before. Long Questions will 


provide additional information, quite ‘a bit of it; ergo, ‘however elaborate your investigations will have been, you will have . 


to adapt to circumstances, Which is possibly the great lesson. of Parageography. 
_ In your time of ae and ultimate effort, this be your motto: 


ULISSG NON GIASONE. 


Be an Odysseus, not a Jason 
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- Selections From 


- gnsuens 0 HARD Quess fons 


A Service For The Curious 


Where He Can’ t Hurt “Anyone 


| Q. Is it true that Tinusi Sature, architect of the infamous Gardens of Barok and. still dee an ‘interdict e, . 


for his disgusting role in the War Between the Sexes, is now allowed to roam free? And, WOISE, is 


Pe ey ores in a pani tnt vocation? Ant. worse yet, is on the government payroll? -. 


_ —Concemed Reactionary, Bolsena East | 


~ A. The notorious Sature, sicerely repentant for his crimes, has been declared a Hard Case by the Ministry | 

: <4 of Recidivism, and thus excluded from all preferment, aid, or housing. However, it.was felt that he should. - 
-. be kept from being a drain on the public weal,.and he has thus been placed, forcibly, in a plumbing _. 
apprenticeship in Bolsena, under the strict supervision of a privately funded program run by the rigorously | 
: disciplinarian Brotherhood of Moi. His movement is restricted, his disgrace i is utter, and no TINE trouble 


is foreseen sees hs Rae 


“Wrong R Reference | 


te 0. I recently Siaited an involuntary coracle-quest. down the River Wormless, from source to delta, and” 
- was surpriséd to that there .is‘no government, monument, not even a plaque, commemorating the Battle’ of. 
. the same name. What is. the reason. for this oversight? Should not every victory. of the Forces of ss : 


be oe noted to inspire. the: young? Does cad count for nothing? = 
a Distressed Patriot, Enphuri 


UAL. You are under | a ee rr The Battle of Wormless is not named from the River, but the - eee 
catalogue rubric in the Grand Library and SnacBar at Arkhiv, where, late in Winterz , 583 of this Cycle,a ..* : 
‘> erazed band of kobolds was turned. back from the Reference Room by the heroic intervention of a Be og 
.Subsublibrarian whose name has been LostiDeletediTerminally Mislaid. The Battie is commemorated to :.-. 
this day by.a-rather. haan ritual: @ fwo-hour ed in the Filling of any and all book ee in as — - 


| ae Library. 


"Bargain Baseness 


- a. Lam-at present recuperating from my trip to-the. Curious City of Mog, where I participated i in » the : . 
SesquiQuinquennial Sale. Iam, not: unnaturally; curious myself as to the reasons for the existence, | 
_and even miore for.the persistence, of such a bloodthirsty ritual in our Enlightened Despotism. Incidentally, | 


my chances are rated Quite Good—I have recently been moved to the Critical List—though the barb wounds 
in my side fester, producing an ugly aay that resists medication... But enough of that. Why i is such a 

barbarous ss ee , 

. —Consumed Consumer, vei 


A. r, he Sale at Mog, relatively late as Ritual  Inétieuttons Go, is held to recall the Cheater of ue 
Country, when the Primal Lands around Lake Seemly were déeded to the God Culcang by Tarxi the.  — 
Trickster for a ridiculous sum. The violence, ofcourse, represents Culcgang‘s almost comical frustration on: 


finding the true nature of his purchase; his fangs were, in fact, barbed. Good Luck in your a of sean : 
should you pull through, you will be one of a i select group. . 
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High-Catorie Diet 


‘Wilds aoe Mt. Trolitrial? 
—Dedicated Tourist, Enphurli 


| A. Two points to a with: 1. It is ‘not ppetehed precariously; the Bia: capsule is, according to the 
~~ best intelligence available from the Ministry of Structure, welded to thé Spire. 2. Lonespire is-not . 
" "dizzyingly lofty,” as you term it;-a spokesman for the Ministry points out that it is a mere four storeys 


| _” tall; well within the lta limit is ba Ast to the answer to your aaa A half-eaten: thoat- 
_ cheese a . — 


Many A Slip 


QO. 1: am . slated to enter ona a LifeChange i in a-pair of penits at the latest, and I am. confused as to my | 

_ costumes, All the other Jads-in my gang advise particolored culottes for the Swearing-At, . but I seem to. 
have read somewhere.that any. -bifurcated, coyering.of the nether extremities sends a. signal that.may, be.mis- .|.”. 
. interpreted by the smoother elements and lead a macho mother, such as myself, into serious shee} What < 
satis I wear? Please @ banty yous reply. 


: Authentic Male, Clas ; | 


= 2 A. Your little friénds are mistaken. They a are “afflicted with the éynicism of the age, which would blur the. 
'* * aecurate delineation of sexual roles on which our country's ‘stability depends. For a Swearing-At, crinolines.-. °° 
.” * are the traditional male costume—in fact, the only male costume. Your apprehensions: are right? should ~".-. 
il. you present yourself to the Swearers.in such garish garb as culottes—all right for a war, perhaps, or an: - 
. -. oFgy—you- would be handed over to the Smoothies and ravaged: most as lala So: Procure a new Set, 
; pou of crinolines i in vars eee nanan and of men ‘udece ‘ 


“Monstrous Inquiry 


. Q. What i is a Wyvern? What does:it eat? ‘Where can nT get one for a pet? 


—Anxious J uvenile, Cor-by-the-Sea 


A. T. he Ministry of T eratology' Ss official position ¢ on Wiveria. 1S: There « are no rr things. They eat 


Anxious Juveniles. Come to kad oe 5 pene aac Bring a collar and a long leash. 
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Q. What is in the capsule perched procationsly on top of: that dizzyingly. lofty structure, Lonespire in a thes ve 


iso ry . 
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know everything about the place. 
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from. the Terntinal Prasets, 1987. 


 ” Bare the Guide conte that he was, at senting: this séction, cinsivliat risnplaeied? He had, ¢ over 
"the last years, acquired more locales, buildings, proverbs; persons, professions, publications, 
events, and odd ‘geographical anomalies than he could possibly use; besides, he hates to ere 
tee ee himselt. But still, what else was there? And then the lightning fa and he uae ' 


ae "Hight Thefariens, of ¢ course, were. gregarious ifn not. eseliy clubbable. They hated, in fact, to be alone, ao 
. ~, and were constantly arranging and rearranging themselves in a bewildering variety of organizations, 
: combinations, associations, societies, -sodalities, fellowships, bodies, guilds, cliques, claques, juntas, ie 
_- + Conjuntos, companies, teams, gangs, clans, Coteries, sets, sects, circles, bands, and bunches—each with its 
__ own logo, worn in the customary spot of qualified concealment, the left armpit of the overjerkin. © 


28 ‘Below are: listed ten of the best-recorded—and: hence. most important—groups, ere 
official and private, of laie XV. Choose THREE (3). Locate each In space and fime,, 
- describe its purpose, personnel, and history In those POM! last voor of the. 
Svein and Pode His logo. | 


eee a Fiveplay - © | 
~ 2. -The Blunt Instruments _: +. 7s. The Abbots of Fufluns 
“3. PentRant!- - °° -8, The EverSideways Study ons. 
A, ‘Shipmates/Shopmates/_ os 8* and.Networking Hookup - | 
. -. . Shapemates .~ J: 9 The Worthy Associates =. 
5, Cahoots. as 10: In Good sabia | o.  hs 


a a You = of course, the topography and geography of High: Thefarie : much better than tlie inept’. 
Supe es oA * cartographer whose fumbling, ill-conceived, Joophole—pocked, and desperately incomplete map constituted. ioe ue 
| ae Maal introduction to this marvelous land, ‘and the following question is intended. to test that knowledge:- 2 o BES Sn 2 pears 


ee On ihe page following the next, neatly framed, ‘are three enlargements (A-C) from a 
“much better map, showing In detall, but without names, Important places barely or — 
_ het at all Indicated on that sony first chart. Preceding. them Is a list of ten titles (1-10) . 
of famous Thefarien time/space constucts, 2. which include the proper names to ae 
be applied to A, B,and C, Select TWO of the enlargemenis, Apply to each Its proper .. iron 
“name from fhe lists, and then proceed to: Locate it on the Initial map (by reference _ 
to close named points thereon). Identify ‘and date: the famous: happening’—the ._ 
_feason this place is remembered, for good or litand then proceed to show. by ~ 
' feference fo'the enlarged map and, if applicable, the: initial map, ea nisinay 
a between landscape and event. 4 


1 Do not.confuse this with. PantRent, the established & unified netherrations guild/eremation society/tlireadsource: 
2 Which 3 is to say: Places associated with: ‘important events that happened ‘therein [or -on, or -about] at a given time. 
3 The title on the list mdy or may not refer directly to the happening, but this really makes no o difference to you, who 


4 Be thorough but not overpowering; these are Short Questions. — 


‘Identification Lists 


om a: GROUPS 


6 ‘The: Fellowship of the Wrongs 


B. (MICROMAPS | 
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The Hideous Hamlet of Heramve *~" 


Rosehaven' ManicRest 


- 


“Breakout 
Dangley Dale 


6 
A 
8. 


The Awful Abbey of Acnanaga . 


fecourse. 


The Nixihelm Fens. 
-Plot 


ecorner faka Grannycrann 


Dam 


of the Battle of -. 
Quincunx 


Kni 


9, 
0.. 


1 


y) 
: 


ve 


The Blessedly Beautiful Bourne 


of the Brummagem Benison 
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“o 


3 Better translated “The Brommagem Idyll," but that ruins the alliteration. 
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“LONG QUESTIONS | 
“from the - Tenminal Prasets, 1987" 


| ‘Humanity, of course, is One i in its well-nigh incessant use of the Pee "pardon me, "ond Many in ‘its : 
choice of circumstances that determine that. USE. How like the denizens—near—human, let us say—of High -- 


( : Thefarie, who utter their equivalent, the apotropaic apostrophe "Drasenc ac lavicstal nd hundreds of 
'. times a ‘day, buf in such'a confusing multifariousness of circumstances that even native Thefariens 


; frequently counter the ritual pronouncement with what has become a bewildered ritual on ‘its own: 


sae "C porct NU? "__which might bé rendered, “What did he/she/it mean by. that?"2 Consider: 


"Drascnac lavicsial" is the exclamation of choice when a Thefarien, in the. course of the daily round,. 


has Just performed such differing activities as: . 
1) Shaking the elbow of a collateral maternal "uncle". : 
2) Returning a compliment conceming the attractiveness of linen clothing wom anne ihe waist; a 
.. 3): ‘Coming upon a Civil: Counsellor. of the eighth. rank or above engaged I in fingering the scar - 
which signals full. removal of the parepididymis; .).°-. * | : oe | 


a) 4) Running a small child through with a defective ticklesticks. 


. 5) Being compelled to stop-a Threeday constbaticna carn ela by the way-blocking Presence eof 
a street band [but not of a choir]; 


*  .6) Praying to Rarlans [but not to Cutcan ol in the presence of foreigners, abbots, or |. 


i Literally, it runs -more: or: less” ‘like this: "Mayest-thy-exaltednéss-be- -gracious-to—avoid—in-perpetuity - 
' [honorific more-vivid persistent future optative imperative, 2nd person abstract suaniar| ene 
: repeated—miserable-me—hence. " Archaic, but effective. ; 


tentmakers; ~ 
7, Dentisuction [but not crepitation) in ithe Dresence of; anyone; 
8] Commencing a death-rattle. 


ee ‘Confusing as this might seem, it is child’s play when coiapared with the , genet sins Toe may be, ang 
- _ constantly are, committed. during the simplest meal. When the meal i in question. is a festal feast—say, the __ 
- ‘celébration of a famous victory —with its:compulsive variegation of foodtypes, éven the most skilled diner. 
: 7 must. keep’ up such a running fire of."PrastNnac's". that it is a wonder that any eating gets done at all. © 
*  'Thefarien foods are divided into at least 125 classes depending on their viscosity, texture; ‘shape, size, 
| color-—rank, provenience, and preparation [live? dead? raw? boiled? broiled? hung? buried? pummelled?], . 
“""§ Jocation-on. the trencher; order-in-the meal, and decoration; each class is.to be.attacked—there is no better: . 3 
Ce word for it—in a different-fashion: the-rank of:the. would be diner is also-taken anto:account.. ‘Infractions;=-22-.Fexe "4 ae 
_ then, are many, and their’ punishment severe...if the stain ‘{so to: speak] is not wiped away by the diner's -. = 
= - pronouncement of the ritual penance. One should remember, however, that a. "Prastnag lavicsial". 
. pronounced without: need is the worst. sin of all. It is not. surprising, then, that one theory on the,cause for «=: 
~ Ssp's First Public Disgrace is that it was not engendered by his hideous wastefulness of personnel on the ©.’ 
battlefield, but by his performance at the Grand Celebratory Banquet for the oe of Trolitial, wee he Bt | 


was Guest of Honor for-about three minutes and iwenty seconds. 


Give the menu, or at least a good part of. it, for that Grand panguet In Enh in 
Spring}, 580. Classify a sampling of the Items, and show how dsp managed his 
" dllenation of all The Powers That Be In the’ highest of High Thefarien society. Some 
discussion of the sheer hen difficutty of conect eating might add to the effect. 
' of cuss answer. 


2 This translation is actually quite free; the close rendering is best left in the transparent vestment of DSP's 


Lexicon Thefarienum—Latinum, and even his version—"Quo malum verpa ista inarrecta versa?" —while accurate _ 


enough. in. particulars, fails to catch the air well-bred core 
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wT. Nothing, of course, lasts. .especially a small business. Not even in‘a managed paradise of expectational- 
’* equilibrium like High Thefarie, where The Board of Magi grumble and mutter: their spells long and low to 
ensure the continued existence of that most precarious of all classes, the Lesser Entrepreneurs. It must.be 
: admitted that the Board's success, if limited, is nonetheless firm: If they cannot secure the small.tradesman.- 
against all for indeéd. most] failure, they can still mouth their mumbo-jumbo with sufficient expertisé to 
damp the extremes of the cyclic curves to prevent, say, the vetchmonger from the incurral of such damning’ 
losses that he’ gives over, disheartened, from monging that vetch upon which the nation's weal depends—* 


| and, contrariwise, from the attainment of such a. comer on vetch—futures thaf he upsets the- market and 


leaves. It is not a simple system, and consumes a great number of eyes of newt and toes of frog, but it 
works somehow. Business is Magic, after all....But Magic is Business, too, a fact which The Board had:- 
forgotten, if it ever knew, until dsp, a failed, no, an ejected apprentice, set up on his. own in 602: He ‘ 
failed, of course, and quite quickly, though he might have lasted a-bit longer in the absence of the withering 


oo volleys of spells and minor plagues that-proceeded from the terrified Board, who drove-him.out.of. Fhe City - 


Of the Magus and brought about his utter ruin in Mog. Not that he would have succeeded, in any case. 
His smali—bore Accounting practice was too bizarre, his lust for Diversification too intense, his 


aa conception of Market Research too minimal to last the year out: And Inventory pha Seal One 


might say that it was Inventory that laid him low, low, and lower than that. 


ae ee ~ priatye’ ‘Sep! ‘s, disastrous: foray. into Entreprenéurtal .Maglcin602. ‘Assign eeeiie-. 


: reasons (exclusive of The Board's war of sorcery) for his business's Solianeek:. « 
_..” including the analysis of a sampling from the records impounded at his peconepicy 
. begin: Do not be easy on him. 


“iL Stars, of. course, _— been our great indicators of cosmic order. Their regular, measured procession | 
“* ACross: ‘the sky, their observable generation of pattern, their persistence in fixed configuratioris—all these 
" have brou ght their intimations of Something Else. If. ‘they have produced astrological flummery, they have .. 
also been the: otigins of Sciénce to us. To us—but not to the High Thefariens. Theit ‘planet, if that is. the .- 
. word for it, seems: ‘to have been in the center of a very idiosyncratic cluster: The night sky presented itself4o | 
_ them.as, not a:varied series-of different items which first hinted at, and then declared the existence of, small — 
_ orders that betokened one great ‘order, but an absolutely unbroken network of linked regular pentagons, all." 
_of the same ‘size, each indistinguishable from the other..It was like. being: surrounded by a rather dull. 


‘ wallpaper. and about as conducive to the rise of Science. Until, ‘of course, That Night i in | Springg, XV/573, 
+ --The-Time: of. ‘the Great: Unlinking, -when-:the - network-fell. apart into. a,. well,..a. mess, a chaos of. 


- non-regular: noii-geometrical-Shapes-—but. shapes: ‘that; paradoxically, ‘stayed together: Borineatly. the.xestic:. mth Aon spat, aN 
"Of that Century, star— and constellation-naming was the great national sport, helped along [so to speak] by 
the fact that the groupings, on inspection, proved to be almost idiotically graphic representations of 


=~ ommon, and indeed rather lowly, household items, This promoted agreement on the names, but did very 


.. little to foster a sense of either mystery or influences. To be born under the Sign of.The Comb—what |. 
~ wonder in thaf? It was nearly Cyclend before some anonymous watcher deciphered The Message contained 

.* in those homely items, The Message that showed,-beyond all doubt, that there was indeed Something: ae 
me There, Not necessarily Soneiiing to be madly welcomed, but Something nevertheless, : 


Take a quarter,-or rather d fifth, of the night sky—for Wintery,¢ oxvi62i. say—and (a) Te ae 
show the’ Homely Items thereto depicted: then (b) demdnstrate: the portion of The 


. Message therein contained. if fime does not remain for an exhaustive reament of 7 
' ©), at least tell what ihe Massage was, 


LIV. Mondpolygamy, of-course;-or rather Pal honomin is a a much more usual. practice: among thie 

- Thefariens than it is with us, The remarriage, and remarriage, and remarriage, and remarriage of a divorced: 

"" spouse is a fairly established life—pattern in that:curious-land.: though to effect a‘sixth marriage 1o-the. . 
Same person, as Eniaca knew and DSP found out, is to flout, quite seriously, both law and ‘convention. It. 
might be thought that such a sequence, along about the second remarriage, would produce boredom, but — 
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nothing is further from the truth. By the custom, ‘Thefarien brides had to be courted quite eminciy: and : 
| ‘the custom changed, otherwise, quite rapidly, as did the participants. dsp, for example, married to Entaca . 
at age 22, remarried her at ages 32, 47,57, 69, and 70; for all but the last, that Seditious Sixth, he found 6. a2. 
that the. courtship practices had changed so drastically that nothing was the same. Nowhere is this better 
. shown than.in-the “honeymioon"— an iriadequate rendering of the Thefarien term VELXES [= "jaunt; | 
~-. ‘sojourn; junket"], which. refers, quite strictly, to a prenuptial trip to, behold, among other things, the. 
_ Wonders.of Nature. The First VELX€S, at Clus, was distressing enough, not to say barbarous; the. 7 
, ° Second, atVainvale, involved rockclimbing, for which Osp was desperately out of shape, and bitter —~ 
aa repartee, for which he had never had any taste. But it was the Third (at the Bowre, surprisingly; he had 
always enjoyed the Bowre], when he was entering middle age, and the Fourth [at Heramve, of all the 
. places in that world],-when he was leaving it, that really proved traumatic. Fashions had changed, costumes 
. had changed, | Eniaca had changed, and dsp had changed most of all. Not even the scenery could console . 
. -.,. chim; to him these “honeymoons” were, as to so many, untutored first-time grooms, unqualified disasters. 
+ His father never told him. Of course. | ee | 


° Compare the Third and Fourth ‘honeyinsone of Eniaca and Se55: the enervating - 
Third and the exhausting Fourth. Take into particular account the distressing 

ae cee Interaction of the réspective landscapes, the ridiculous Third) and uncom-fortable 

v1 SP ANE toa 3h Genty (Fourth). costumes, ther-squalld» (both): saceemmodations;iand -the- general 
a ee een of the Sandals Prenuptial Agreement: Be indulgent. » {os 7 ie 


V. Art, of coursé, is a treatment of experience, of salient experience, and it is thus no eat wonder that 
: ‘Late-XV Thefarien. painting,-glorious as it appears, is névertheless shot through with an overpowering 
apprehension, most obviously seen in. the omnipresence of a single viewpoint: the artist, whoever he may - 
be, whatever his subject, is: always looking down from above. It takes no very perceptive critic, to -see in 
' this the influerice of. the standard physical, and hence mental, stance of the Years of Anxiety:.the position: 
| high atop. the country’s eastern borders, looking down at steppe, or ‘waste, or blank; and wondering what-.- 
evil will turn up, will burst forth soaring and grasping from the center of a most displeasing prospect, a 
~ where. everything | is, ‘doubtléss,..vile. The ‘technical. brilliance of The. Movement, ot. rather The 


Be Movements, ‘was staggering, as was thé sheer amount of top-quality encaustics and sinistrals33 but the -. 
- Fear that. had. impelled such an.efflorescence infected even-the blandest canvases and chestpieces.. ‘Even 
| primitive juvenile. portraits reveal, on inspection; as:.from far-away—down—there, the sly smile, the 7 
, - Snollygoster lurking behind the inhdcent eyes. And, in all.the paintings of: the various sophisticated: — 
een Schools; the protean.’ ‘Terror twists and turns and tediches, while it learns,.the aban of the Uncanny: Below, | 


‘ Survey. ihe stocks on Latex. ‘painting? of The. Baleful View From The Heights by. 
or describing and analyzing THREE (3) paintings | from. as many different schools. | would | 
son ee suggest that you might pick.from the following: for Schlockscape, Nacnuva's,"Rise In. 

.. THurmph’: ‘for. .Neo-Graphiclsm, Marear's "Look Behind You, Slowly": for . 
eh gd Super-Similitudinism., Amihal's ‘Kobold Ascending the. Stairs’; for Sub-Nostalgic 
t+ 2. -Passivism,- Nundene's “View: of the Horlzon Shrine’; and for Brute Involvemental.: - 

r« - -  Assquitism, Eniaca's "Out of the Picture Piane’.:.but use other examples, and other 
“++. Schools, if you wish. Any and ‘all will illustrate the point. To illustrate the Mustrattions,. . 
. sketches would be i but: are by no means necessary. 


VE. Direchics: of course, is 4 ‘Thing We Value. Directness, and Spareness, and Neatness. We are the lovers 
of the Elegant Solution, the Quickest Way There, the Most Economical Hypothesis. "Less-Is More," we _ 

say, and mean it, or hope we do. Not so the High Thefariens, to whom the workings of HIATUS have 
-made the ‘statement, "You can't get there. from here," not the punchline of an old joke, but the statement.of _ 

a universal truth: To go from point-A to a desired point B. in High Thefarie, one must, willy-nilly, pass 


3 Left-handed paintings; a curious but symptomatic. development ‘of the time, much more widespread than, to 
take an even stranger “genre,” aristerorhinals, where the brush, or spatula, or fork, was secured in the “painter's” - 
left nostril. 
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‘High J hefarie 68 | 


through point Q, of X, or Z. "Go round about, " said the Great Boyg to Peer Gynt in Ibsen's fantastic 


play—and the Boyg, if not Peer, would be quite at Home in High Thefarie. There, Indirection is the thing, 


- - : and not just in journeying. In Reasoning: Where We- -have Logic, they have Embellishment;:where, we:prize :.-. ee 
Dialectic, they honor Rigmarole. In Relationships: We declare. Intimacy by letting down the bars and baffles 
that obscure.a.Straight-Shot-at:the Truth About Ourselves; they erect, for new loves; more: and -more: - 


AOR OL Teg te CH os 


elaborately spiralling arabesques between the Others and the Inner Them. In Landscape Gardening: We chisel. . | . 


uniform flower-beds to structure an. already small ‘space; they spread out mazes that lead, ‘confusingly, to 
"nowhere in particular. In general: We aim at Results and Attainment; they foster Process and Getting . 
Along, Sort Of. If Ideals were to be summed up in body parts, outs would be the human gullet; theirs, the" 

pig's tail: We should thus not be serpelsed at the nee and effect of this sa a Stasi in sian ay 


area of the Thefarien Experience, - 


And so, demonstrate the triumph of Fidrection in High Thetarie as it Is encountered 
" .in THREE (3) of the following areas: 
(1) The medsurement of time, especially dally time; . 
{D the giving.of a final examination, or, as they form Ht, trae Pros - 
43) the structure of a pare 7 
(4) making sausage; 
. = (5).a model beggingHetter: 
©) Fall, fashions for men, XV; 1600;. 


(7) bullding a honeymoon cottage for two: 
(8) choosing a new totemic ruler for a country; 


Si wae the Battle of roe” Ridge.“ 


ve wl 4 Help! I ama . prisoner: AN’ &. footnote: factory. T've taken'this tather cai route to communicate my. plight with 
_ ° some confidence of success-—They don't read my stuff, J hey really don't, at ledst not since they ‘perpetrated the . 
"*. nates to HT 21: all They're interested in is volume—because I've got-to do ‘something. I don't think I have any ‘ 


’ hope of getting out of here, wherever here is; the ‘only light comes from the scieen of the SE, and; chained as I 
. am, I can't make out the walls. But I might, I just might, be able to help you. Let.me put it briefly: That man—that 


Thing—that postures before you thrice weekly, claiming to be Osp, well, It's not me. it’s a.clone, and a bad 


“one at that: J?’s only half my weight, for one ‘thing; The Management, however megalomaniac its’ aims, is, . 

- .+ running ona tight budget.. Anyway, If stands there,-and digresses the way I used to, ‘and smiles: the way-I-used to, = 
*- but Don't You Believe It. If's thé Smyler Wyth The Knyf Under The Levis; Jt can smile. and smile and beva _ 

oe villain. What It wants, and what They want, is to do to you what q hey’ ve done to me: To get. you into that Praxis- 

; room in mid-December, and then spirit you. off suddenly, without trace, to a number of holes like this, chain you to 

- @ batter. Macintosh, and force you (oh! the pain!) to tum out settings for all sorts of cheap fiction. Enslaved 

: imaginations, that's what you'll be, individually and collectively, if They have f heei way. So.here's the plan: 


‘Your ohly way to Them is through It. Therefore, hassle It. Take nothing It says for granted, Question It 
closely; does Itteally know what I¢'s talking about? Make Its life hell. And the best way to do that , oddly 


- enough, is to gross Shem out, so to speak. Jt and f hey are really straight-arrow in matters of-speculative fiction; 


Shey pretend, but They can't really stand. the wilder flights of fancy. Ergo: When you get to creating, really give | 


‘them, and J¢, a rough time. Be wild. Send your imaginations off: madly-Into The Blue Beyond—being thoroughly... .: 


based in research and all that, of course. If you frighten Then enough with your creations, They won't dare mess 
with you. And keep an eye out for'a locked underground room on Campus; I can just hear the bells. But save 


-yourselves first: . Down..with J¢ and Shem tt! Osp- 
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| High Thefarie Epilogue 2.2 


~ EPILOGUE! 
ae Version 2. 2 (1 988) . 


_ Epilogue is a stupid: eit inthis context. Afterword maybe. Pasteeripe posibly.’ ‘Addendum;. Same 


But not Epilogue. Plays have Epilogues. Prose Narratives have.Epilogues. 1 don't know, conceivably : 
Connected Autobiographical Memoirs have Epilogues. But random collections of bits and pieces put. . 


‘together in no order to speak of, even af ae constitute the flotsam of a single life, These Do Not Have 
: Epilogues. 


eee 


Epilogues tell how Things Turned Out. This section, eacienel it is, does not do: that. Its aims are future, _ : 
_ not past. It will contain—if I can bear to write it (and I know I'd better)—Lists, Lists of Items That.Are .- 
. Being Deciphered, Lists of People and Places That Ought To Be Known, Lists of Indices That Are On The 


. Block, which is to say Lists of Lists. Now, something that does that Is. Not An ss a de 
| Stupid word. But don't blame’ me. It $.not my idea.” 


.. Better get-to it, I guess. | 
__.. Items. That Are Being Deciphered | 


A scene or so of Grease Trap’ = _. Two menus, heavily stained 


‘nt A‘chain loveletter = - -' . +. + +4, s+ 2 » 4A calligraphy sample .. 
Three parking tickets-for a’ thoat™*" 0. 7s 4 ss) A standard Pre-Nuptial, Contiact. es 
[from Clus, by the look of them] . ‘Two star charts - ; 
DSP's not-quite-famous Last Words | _A fistful of rather: limp lyrics 
_ Scattered Encyclopedia Entries — i BY, 0 Assorted reviews 
A sag dares account of the unpleasantness | Impressionistic translations of 
_attendant upon the only Mébium ~~ . intimate conversations — eo. 
a Pinacophanic Extravaganza ever. held « _. . Seven labels, of assorted provenience se 
Directions for assembling and’ | ~~ Chapter 25 of A Kobold/Thefarien 
| playing the Mectub —. | ‘. _ . PhraseBook.. sopra _ 
oe ‘People That One To Be Known 7 _ | | | - : 
og oy Matin | . _ Rutger mCGrubnik [a pseudonym, of course) 
The Bellman -& The Bileman [what a team!] ‘Bink the Banker - 
Cortia Genannt _ Dimtra Tennewaugh, D T. 
. The Personnel of all the Growps in oT = -  -. Donu-Pm — 
Noce: “‘Trpsu CR Rtg *Cnaceboc Zidi, Master of: Mistresses . 
Places. ‘That - ‘Ought To Be ‘Known eS 7 a aan | _ - 
..) The mapped placesinHT37,- 0, The — places in iT 37 - 
Indices That Are On The Block. bce 
_ Documents; etc., found in the coe oS Bienes ete, ‘found in the Corpus . 
. Gods, ditto = = 7 Le Persons, ditto . | 
'Places,ditto = =~ = | s,s Rssitions, ditto | 
: Pats: Sayings, ditto ‘ween’ oS Thefarien aes mens in the Corpus and out. 


So. Enough to be edie on siti Damn country has actin out of hand. pais I should t have sii : 
home. ‘Not that I had any eet then. on now. But not an Epilogue. Stupid word. _ Stupid, stupid, 


- Stupid... 
~ Sigh. 
a osp 


7 i [Addition 1993: The above plaint is preserved, not only for the standard masochistic reasons—look how much 
ought to.have been done!—but because. it contains substantive materials not otherwise yet in the official record.] . 
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my goodness me its sunny out here’. 


” can it be playtime already es dam just wien i was: “getting” 
 to-the obligatory bondage’ bit i i find. the description of the knots ; 
| quite salubrious and arousing if you know what i mean it goes 


High Thefarie 39 
_ The RoseHaven Reflection 


- if all else, fails. then’ read “the directions.” 


button rosebud butterfly dagger and footprint 
button rosebud _ butterfly dagger and: footprint 


: “no. thanks bem fine 1 my. mitks warm enough 
and, my blanket ts bucked in nitice and comfy. 


“button, “rosebud batterfly dagger and ‘footprint | 
‘baton Tosebud ol dagger and Hostpeiot o 


| oh ive Sweet. e You’ a ask Butt this: book Suits me 


right down to the ground especially the part ‘where 


. the hero takes to his room with a bout of the Nai 


eatin rosebud: aeons dence and footprint 
button rosebud ee aagger, and cad 


over and, ena back ana around and oun until ¥ forms | 


Hilton 
- rosebud 


butterfly | came 
_ dagger and: 
~ . fo otprintttt 


* thanks i needed that though if you, wouldnt a 
a laypersons opinion not a: complaint Of course 
“youdidnt have to lay on with such a will i mean 
the wounds will be some time healing and’ my wifes, 
set fo tnspect on fourday.. | 
. “you. ee shes been here: 


oh 


button rosebud butterfly dagger and footprint 
button rosebud butterfly dagger and footprint — 
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~ 


It was the only ‘ob I could find, that dreadful Libration after the Fourth DISC RACE. No skl, ro 
exp. reqd, and the pay was surprisingly good. I'd kept ; away from exotic wildlife for years after. QuinQuest, 
: and with: good reason, but these were hatchlings, no more than ten days old, SO what could they possibly 


do?—and besides, I'd be wearing full ptotection, gauntlets, greaves, visored helmet, mailsuit, breastplate, 

: the lot. Why the nobility had such a thing for breeding those revolting things was more than I could say, or. ) 
can say yet; but, what the hell, I'd raised a family « on their foibles, and one more indignity wasn't going to. 
” Kill me...or. so I thought. Something more’ for the resumé: SUTRELA o saa iat 
ae Sexes, 3rd Class, Good for-a poem, maybe, when I got the time.” | 


i mean, the’ given is inherently ridiculous. ‘Dingoas, Or - CACVARNA. « occur in five sexes. That's 


= right, five: Female, Femling, Male, Paramale, and Freemartin. In order to breed these disgusting, creatures, a 

) all sexes are necessary. “Which means that the dealer’ S hatchlings must have their SEXES determined, and be 
boxed into pents, quite early, since they becorne utterly untransportable—not just. to the consumer, but to. ng 
“anywhere—after the age of-25 days. Which is: where.the SG: TRELA, or Sexer, comes. in.. It is his... .. - 
_ unlovely function to determine the sex of these little horrors and. match them into sets before they reach the : 


age of five sae so that they can be shipped. to the ia aan After ed it's caveat emptor all the way. : 


= 1 sat ona stool 1 in this. pies see, with torches flaring, five colorcoded smail empty baskets on — _ 
floor beside’ me, and one huge basket, full of: wriggling squamoids, before me. My job was Simplicity 


- “itself: Pick one up, turn it over, squint at the inchoative private parts [oh, what a term!),. determine the sex, 


oe and chuck the observed Seapoalne into the. cape basket. Nothing to it. A child could do it it, > 


4d gulped, reached into ‘the big basket with my y gaunfleted right hand, ‘grebied one, aad it over, and 2 7 
directed my reluctant. gaze at its lower abdomen. For all the ee the ight wasn't at all good, but I could = 4 


an make out ne relevant clue: 


@.. —a Femling. I dropped it into the second basket on my yah and drew a ep breath. Hey, that - | 


wasn 't 50 bad. I reached for another. 


ots oS —a. Butterfly, by bi heaven! ] referred | to ae Key: printed « on my left gauntle’s wrist: os meant a 
3 Male, a True Male. dies basket on sas left. I reached again. 


O hey, I might be ond run! A ate Female! First on right. And now another... | 


te Paramale! Four out of a Why did ne pay so much for this work? Piece of cake. ‘And reached 
a , 
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“High Thefarie 39 


| : Oo. then mC then m36 again , then fa and then a 18, ei was: working into a yh, Reach, 


_ Brab, check, chuck. Reach, grab, check, chuck, Reach, , Bra, ch... . 


J must have ar at it for ¢ a full fifteen minutes ebefale it t sank i in: No. So 3) Not a Qin in the lot. 
. Where were all the Freemartins? Four’ basketfuls, or basketsful, but the third on the left—completely | 
empty. How could I make up the sets without Freemartins? any PS I'd mistaken one. as look at bes 


-, Femlings se 


- : & then 6. and then—uh-oh. A @: 


oa . How could I have mistaken a @: for a. -% 71 stung. 
"ihe offending hatchling into the Freemartin basket and sat back, shaken. The light. wasn't that bad. ‘Not at 


acta 1 ” 2s all Not bad: ‘enough’ to.make. me. mix’ up a’ ‘Footprint and: ‘a Rosebud: oe me'see » tat one. again. I grabbed _ 


the Freemartin and tumed it over... 


— 30 Yes, dammit, a B A lod y Bue A Male! Were my eyes ging? I recited me Sexer's ~ 
“Litany: : 


' Female, Femling, True Male, Paramale, Freemartin; | ne ee 
| Button, Rosebud, Biutterfly, Dagger, and Footprint. © a a. oe. 
“-."~ Female, Femling, True noe Paramale, Freemartin. i | 
= 48 Button... | 


* a Something was very, very wrong. I looked at the Male I was holding again... 


ioe ‘andl saw a Ba. It was a Femling a again, I thew it back i in the big basket, picked an established Male : 
‘< out of first right, and looked... 


Oo, bit it should be R, I threw it back in the + big basket. Panicked, I redoubled my: efforts, ~* 
- rechecking every. last horrible hatchling, returning all the changelings to the common stock. One out of 
- four, at least, was not what it had been classified as. But at least I knew what I had in the small baskets: 


Female; F sai True Male, Paramalie... 


~ 


id picked up a Femling from second right, just to make one last check.... 
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High Thefarie 39 


in terror, I let my frais relax. And the whatever crawled over the wristlet on ‘my gauntlet and down. inside. 
my protection. J slapped. It bit, hard. I ripped off the gauntlet, tried'to shake it loose. It disappeared up. my | 


- sleeve. I Teaped up, tore. off the ° breastplate and mailshirt, and stumbled, tight into ip big basket... ss 


i oui at least have baa the aaa ice over 
~ not that. the spell works. every time of. course but ‘it does . 
bring. error wee ne standard parameters or 50 ike told me , 
* afterwards” 


= bata: iene butterfly dagger ne + footprint | 
button ae selerety ore and footprint 


08 Bt. 


if all. else fails then read the directions 


could i have some more warm milk. please. 
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| - 7 Wretched Excess: The. Hypertrophy of Honortc Rhetoric as a Social 


High Thefarie 40 
: “fom the 
_ - PRELIMINARY: STATEMENT 
on the tecaninal Prascts, 1988 
: Carissimy/ae—_ _o - ones 


T kriew there wouldn't be ei time, but I ceaiy thought i it would swoosh by li like this. Yet, look at ce fast it's se Jeo 
“+, gone: Nearly half past December already, and here we are at the final fork in the road, the last knife in the back, the. 
; ultitnate spoon in the cyanide. Somewhere along: the way, the whimsy died, and it’ s back to the all te Real Se es 

z with ae a clue as to how \ we got here sO uikly, ‘J 


Fate wears sneakers 2 


OE eT other years; Your: Guide oo cea at this point a Great: Gout of Rhetoric, with. the primary aim n of eycne the | 
eer yes a candidates up by averring that they -knew:all:there was:to be-known about High: Thefarie, that estimable otherworld. :.: sgotect 
* Even as you, Oh Best Beloved, even as you. [And what .a bunch you are!] Now, however, that Gout spouts for you - 

” as Item HT 35 abové, and for me to engage in such verbal antics again were a Sin against time, light, and language. I. 

‘shall therefore take it as read, and tee to the meat of the matter, of this sl matter: | , 


| a Hete are the 6 [Six}'a areas whence, the [Six Long Question will be drawn, Be thinking along these lines? fo oe 
_ the next on, Few] col 


a 


_ Indicator in Late XV. 


oe ‘Wretched Excise: Thefarien Taxation Patterns in ) the Mcroeconomy of the 


Waning Cycle - 


Wretched. Access:. ‘Thé Navissaty Impossibility in Aichitectosexual [i.e., 
_ BauHaus-K amasutric]. Prescriptions. and.Proscriptions. among Midg - ok ei ae 


Extended Families in Exurban Enphurli During the Terror 


- Rigid Duress: Penological Variance, or, The Theory ‘and Practice of 


Punishment and Imprisonment i in High. Thefarie. throughout, XV 


“ ; Rigid Recess: Compelled Carnival/Release/Rest/Recreation/Refreshment, 


_aka Specified Spontaneity, asa Leitmotif i in. Thefarien Life. 


ie Rigid Impress: Public Monumenis and Parks.as ‘Instruments of Education 


“and Acculturation in La te-XV High Ti Thefarie 


ae: Of. course there are clnes; I know that. Like inadvertence and procrastination. But make allowances, at this festive 
. “season of the year, for human faiblesse, for a tired parageographer's desire to put the best face on nearly utter disaster. 


2 Or, possibly, bedroom slippers, but: that would sound trivial; which is-a tic I try relentlessly to avoid: But, whatever. 


‘muffled footware Fate sports, the fact that she. does is to be remembered. If there are only two things that you can carry. away 
' from:-this course, this is the second. For the first, see the lengthy. footnote.on p. 73 above, towards the end. 


3 Only along the lines, of course. These clues—let us call them that—as can be seen at a glance, are ridiculously broad, 


- much too open for the Longest of Long Questions and Long Answers. . wouldn't want you to write so as to conceal a Lack of 


Knowledge. Far from it. Tsk. - 
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Let me remind you also, yet again, that your: knowledge of the Thefarien language i is to be tested to the utmost in 
the Long Question—any Long Question—and that you must, therefore, bé able to translate the inscription on pp. 
: 70-71 above. Do Not Finalize Your Translation until-you’see: what the Long Questions. are;.and-decided, which: one Sho 

you will be answering. And keep the rest of your linguistic competence in shape; it just may be required. . 

.* That should be‘enough to be getting on with...except for 1 [One] Thing: Direct your thoughts also. to:2 [Two] oS ae 
Places in High Thefarie—that fabled nowhere—one of which will be of particular importance, no matter: which Long 

. oe Question you choose: a ae a oe ‘ | = 
: - fay The Enchanted Forest of BROSLYN 2 ee ee 

| fb) "The Sunken City of YWIS4 ee ee ee ee oo 
ZO. Here ve iss. Facing, the Others the One and the One the Others, across the probably unthinkable [and certainly - s 

. .°» unspeakable] gulfs between our-various Worlds. eo i 3 ee, * 
* _. You will spend the next two days eee of my: ‘World, I of yours. For now, so much to Say, and no way to say 
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4 Mistakenly referred to, on early states of The Map, as Ys Ss. Sony about that. : but you might: recall that, however - ig 
- named, it is/was not strictly on the map. Off to the, well, the Left, as it were, - nt eee ee a we 


5 Help! I am still a-prisoner in a footnote factory, and the imposter who: gave you this is no less the wretched clone that 
It was at the term's beginning. Why didn't you find me? mie didn't you at least call, or leave a note, or refuse to play by 


. 


Its rilles, or.:.0h’god, here Shey COME: “AVAIN secis se sewecdiden-cacesseteee a Se, Je 
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‘High Thefarie 41 


| Identification Lists ; 
from the Terminal Prascis, 1988 


Thorny bittings, ee where your Guide is, as in ins existential impedimenta, his Own 
Victim, or Own Worst Enemy; or Both At Once. Since he instituted these exercises in 1982, 

he has acquired a staggering backlog of varia, mol to.mentian.obscuratiora and 

. inutilitissima, most still chafing impatiently in their insistence on insertion into the Sacred 
+ ‘Texts. How, he would say, oh, How to Do Something Else while Doing the Same? How to 
avoid the Pressure of the As-Yet-Unborn? How...? And then the Tenth Muse—Quadrata the 


ca SquaredOff, Muse of Writing egy eee him x the ear, and he ites and bent.to 
; his task: .. ’ 


* AN GESTURES | 


We RealWorlders, of course, aa most of our rave’ in seif_delusion;j in the assuredness that our way of 
Bm) almost. anything is The Way It Spozed To Be Did, and that anyone. who approaches whatever-—it-is 


“in ‘another mannét’ is:therebyéless,; outside’ our pale, “whichis the: ‘Only: ‘palesthats matters...We chop: at Our. 4... 
ioe : inner bent elbow, or .hook-our hors with naked index: digit and pinkie, in the full confidence of Universal . 
Zz Comprehension; however disastrous understanding might turn out to be, we Flip. Birds, slap High Fives, 
» Bump and Grind in the. knowledge that-our Meaning will reach its intended recipient. So, regrettably; do/did 
the High’ Thefariens, but-with a bewildering panoply of signs and gestures—digital, manual, pedal, pelvic, 
Ae eDeteeal, a name it—that would shame the races of our Mediterranean basin into ade oe 


“e Below are. listed, by ee transitions of thet colloquial nomectateira, 12 Wave of 
“”. the most impeértant, and, as it tumed ouf, most ominous gestures—wigglés, waggles, 
waves, withings and the like, not fo forget secret signs—of late XV. Choose 3 (THREE). 

Describe; anatomically, the production of each, define the circumstances under 
which 'it is generally employed, and indicate at least one occasion (most of these.. 
ae * Inevitably. Involved DSP, who never quite got the hang of the system, in part or 


whole} on which it had 1 far-reaching, consequenioss, generally disastrous. | 


a Flleking the Wyvern ae eee 
..2, ‘The. Negligent pace "8. . The ShuffleOn 
_ 3. AllThose Others. 9. . The Sky Strut 
‘4,. The Qualified Negative ..: |. 10. Sanding’A Massage (s/o) 
5. The Wobble...» _ *. 11.2 The Vel VaVaVoom | 
Oe. Cool It, ee ek gree panguge 


a Ae: ARCHITECTURAL | INSCRIPTIONS ; 


ie ne mentioned, 2 the Ministry of Stracture’s ss CouniesBiltding Phirty of XV/608-610 had as its: 


ies object the assimilation of the sudden spate of anomalous and highly untraditional structures erected during 
oy the highly unofficial baroque. Building Boom of 605-608. A difficult process at best, this was complicated 


no end by the necessity of choosing the Five Canonical. Inscriptions for each building. Nowhere.can the 


awkwardness of the procedure seen quite 50 clearly. as in the labelling of the Mobium, that soaring, 


Ly might be: well, in this confection to vend you that the external anatomy of hiaiangid High Thefariens was, 
. roughly, the same as.ours. Internal supply and arrangement was, of course, another matter. 


2 In Long Question #2 of the 1986 Terminal Praxis. See above, pp. 62- 63. 


89 


« Sts 


. High Thefarie 41 


breathtaking “aibuté to tlie idea of the. Tessaract3 converted in oo 609 to.a squat and ugly. 


. Refreshment/Regrouping Hostel for Confused Travellers. Two of the Inscriptions were fixed by tradition, of . 
* course—CRJ NICL "rest: stop" [across the top:of-the fagade}-and ¢ANG: VO @R XL NINE have-a~ 
_ nice day, y'all” [along’ the walls of the exit tunnel]-—but the three others proved such a-:pain ‘that a tiey were, . 
2 ey but inevitably,:made the subject of an ACABE LLAG, or Public-Competition,*« vie” 


, Below. are listed, in Jumbled order, the fweive Inscriptions submitted by four of the. 
a Five Finalists, AB Bearing in mind the requirements for the three Inscriptions— :- 


A A welcoming motto (engraved on the lintel-of fhe main entrance); 
'B: Asevere yet tender admonition (centered above the pear fables - 
in the Refectory): es 


| CA s6mewhat over_pompous me message of ‘moral upit® (hs (raed In git 
) below the. mirrors In the Ladies’ Repair Room)— 


choose, from the Jumble below, the 3 (THREE). winning Insertptions, ‘reneiaté each, ee eS 
and locate It in Its appropriate space in the bullding. Recall; while making your. 
choices, the bittersweet: outcome: The Jury members were.utter strangers fo lrony, © or 
" .dnd It was.only after two penis of. public. outcry that the hewly Installed Inscriptions, 


i Pm artes: SUpPosedllystaid emibadimsnks: of state. stability (brainchilidreny of.aa_unnamed ct - 


- copyist in: the’ Bureau iisetf), asieae ey sardonic that seal had to be:removed, at a 
be hielo expense. = | : 


ne es TAI¢ NA FeTLMAR 
tao — xuxacaga MAIS RUBNCN, 
os % 3 OMATR LET@A BuTce TAIT 
4 RITME LEPSN MEXMA TAI. 5, ae 
| 8. TE RERA@E XRSPINO, Te SOAIL ava xRAGO- 
6; ABAS OUTA CEFARIE] | ae | 
/- VePATASECDAYTEALEULEPSANAVANNA oes 
eae ‘PUTRIMETA cht 7 
8. VATITLIA C12. VERTAPL 
a Due: TRCA TRCA Na ?: 
~~ 40.. MPIATRUS cAe CAPLNA” 


4 oc ’ TW. XZNTAIT ce 


12. OXI VILE veLore NIXNIX® 


- = ey A forbidden idea, by the. \ way, ‘in. High Thefarie, a land so overridden = MD é x, or Oiieende. that the very 

% - éoncept of normal 3 -dimensional space had somehow, to be inflated, at least 1 in theory, to 5 dimensions. a 54 
4 The Fifth. Finalist, a ringer from the upper ranks {the Exalted Quint, no Tess!] of the Ministry: itself: produced 

” items so inept that they deserved and received no consideration at-all, even by the hardly unbiased Jury.’ 


3 Actually, not so much “uplift” as "sideswipe", but literal translation across the unthinkable: ‘gulfs. [gulves?} a 
cultural difference would serve no purpose here. 


6 Help! I am still a prisoner in a footnote factory! a no.one come to my aide 2 Root It out? Frustrate. 


— + TPF one ‘Avenge: me?. Ne one:at all? Well, J'll see you soon. 
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: High Thefarie 42 


- | LONG QUESTIONS © 
fromthe Tarminal, Prascts, 198 


= 


“i The pager cuak these: chronicles has, of course, become almost nauseatedly familiar with the tules of 
 REXIGMUNONA, or Specified Spontaneity, or Regulated Release, ihat ruled the public festivals 

' _ of Thefarien public life in Late XV; DSP's unerring instinct for the faux pas at festive gatherings has seento 
- that: But what. these casual perusers ‘may well have- ‘missed—there is: as yet a paucity of published © 
documentation—is the. Carryover of this. oxymoronic. poe: into private life. Not only. did state- 


a ‘compelled carnivals splatter the five-pented ten seasons! of the Thefarien year, but the quotidian, the . 
. -every-daily home life of your basic family unit was so studded with rigidly canonical times for commanded ; - 
wildness, for freedom-by-the-numbers {as it were], that the wonder is that any work got done-at all. Every . 
... day had-its. pockets: of required recreation, of course—on many a Twoday or ‘Fourday was DSP obliged to 
“* rush away from a struggling young business for ordered orgiastic folderol at Cahoots, or.to choke down «| 
_.’. what-ameunted to-a forcefed.snack from. The Brotherhood, or ‘wearily, so wearily, to. chase a kohled and e 
2 -bangled bacchante:around.4*wotkloaded: outbasket=:-but-Fivedays:were. the ‘worst: ‘by: fars On’ Fivedays; those=i: vie its, = 
” fifths of each pent devoted to Family Togetherness, home was the hunter, home from: the hill, and so was" “Ee 
-OQOY, constantly intermittent if not: intermittently. constant, OOY not quite unrelieved and not quite 
unconfined. Many a Fiveday was.newly married dsp pleasurably sweating in the mundane necessity of | 
ar ejecting the offal, or cropping the brome, or shaving the thoat, when Playtime struck, as it “were, en under 
ae the stern: urging of Eniaca—traditionalist in this if in little else—he was forced to.en QOY himself. | 


— a qed Fiveday at the manse of dsp and Eniaca in the. early" years of a 


; : 7 marriage, giving the relentlessly programmed. interplay of Do and Don't, the © 
Infrangible schedule of slavery and OOY., that put such an intolerable strain on the 
'.., . already shaky ere of outlander and native(s). Be — specific as 19 ie ha 

ie O0¥s. | Be cd . 


oT Gerominence of course, mean. ns and Taxes, ‘ate course, -mean. Bitching, and So, the woud goes—any ae 
"world. ‘Even that Paradigmatie:Paragon of :Parageographical-PlenitudesHigh* ‘Thefarie.: ‘The-Nellies—Theiss oe ee 
| Comricil at Enphurli—would deliberate throughout every Winter}, and. enliven the subsequent intercalated 


wi festiiay—unofficially3 but rightly termed WoeDay—with a list of the tariffs to be in effect for the coming 
oe . .:. year. The authority of this hereditary was as absolute as it was unappealable, ‘but, worse than that, it was . 
/  ": Capricious: Tn the best of years [none of the 500's or 600's qualifies for that category, by the way], they 
were unpredictable and arbitrary i in their levies: but, as Cycle XV ground to its end, their fairly irrational 
'’ +" assessments ’.of sumptuary payments: -due. immediately to the. coffets of JLAC: RLNIJ 
SJOD XA SIMXASIOXA, or UnderBureau Conjoining Contribution/Extortion!Squeezing—Bile- 


- Spring, Summers. Fally, Winter}, Librationy,, [WoeDay comes here] Springs, Summer, Falla, Winter, 
Libration? {followed by WowDay, of course]—but why am I telling you things you = know? 


) ee 2 Say, the Second, when the children were yet tots, but.another if you wish. 


.3 [Addition 1993:-In actuality, ‘WoeDay was hardly “unofficially known.” 9 § SP’s memory failed him here in. - 
. 1988. Both WoeDay [S]Q) XA ] and WowDay (SX OXA] were officially noted under those. titles in Thefarien 
statutes and resolutions, and-indeed were standard points in the legal year for ‘commencing and concluding all 
sorts of contractual obligations. SJ] Q) XA, in fact, was a standard term for various sorts of empowered 
_peculation, depending on: the pitches of its pronunciation, as witness the full name of the JR S. And 
SAM XNA, in. Pitch #1, meant “windfall”; in Pitch #3, “Hot Dog!” or “Hot euppiest” or “Goodygoody 
gumdrops!”—the usual intenjection SnB nye at Sudden, Unexpected Wealth.]. : 
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High Theleetete 


jrom-d-Seleital-Bulb finowi walle no affection at all by the acronym} RS}, increasingly took leave: of 


“reason, sense, practicality, and fair:play. Aged, impoverished widows, left with their only option that of. 
_ ogling passersby fruitlessly £ from the aad of the. demple of. Uni, were in 598 saddled with. duties on their. - 


: | “upper undergarments that ran to 9 & per & of hyperassessed value, a tax of almost 40. per. pent [sic] 


-while the shameless POLT RN), or holebarons, of Vei were actually paid up to 5 & in. the BR to. 
maintain their subclass subterranean shacks: in increasing disrepair. The worst inequity. of an unfair time, - . 
_ however, was the Imposition on ‘Enchanted Woodlois, levied, as luck would have it, ‘in 612 when dsp, 
- returning ‘home in tatters from his fourth VeLyes with Eniaca, found that [a] he had..been ~~ 
wedding-gifted by his life’ S careers’ single satisfied client with the absolutely Unrestricted and utterly. = 


Unalienable Deed to an: undibitably dryad—haunted oak! set spang in the: middle of ye Forest. of / 


Broslyn, the feyest‘wildwood known. to Thefariens, and [b] that said oak's owner [i.e., Osp] now owed 


to the IRS. an assessment of 5 times its grossly inflated value, which is to say, roughly, ‘his’ estimated 

| income for the next 15 years...should such occur.-A grateful nation soon gasped 1 in enthrallment. athis < — 
- flight to yo foresx, his discovery of his oak, and his enlistment of its resident dryad, ‘Cortia Genannt, . sg 
in the rélatively messy business of castin ga cian which, circulated i in aca form, frustrated the greedy i 


_Nellies, almost. for good. and baat ee 
- show how this asi move was executed, woatingt the oak and acne the spell, : s 
_. If possible, Be sure to trace the chain of events that resulted In the first reduction:In: 
- faxes recorded In Cycle XV.. and show how ft bankrupted High Thefarie within the 
next 7 years; coming perilously close to rendering It helpless prey to'the Bad Chaps | 
-_ “come ‘Cyclend. The High point of your discussion might well be a-list of everyday ae 


- ale and {the taxes — lle sea in #1 to the B.. OF, possibly, 7 to the B- 


iH. Crime, of. course, ‘was not tinknovei to High’ Thefarie, blessed otherworld nouih it wasfis/will beimigtt : 


have been. Its attitude. toward. nonstandard territorial—invading behavior, if "crime" “be considered such, was. 


| rather different.from ours, even. -more—much' as it pains your Guide to use the word. in this for’ any]. 
-  context—realistic.. We regard crime’as an aberration, a sport, a malignant mutation. in the healthy body 
politic which -it isthe function of Good Government and Meaningful Magistrates to confine, remit, and . 


" even- for so we hope]. root. out. from: life. at large; our frustration when no such results show the remotest 


si “sign ‘of: forthcoming:is, not to: put.toa. fine.a. point upon.if; huge.. The, Thefariens,.on. the other hand,, took it |... 
in. stride: Crime; they considered, with its necessarily cyclic redistribution of wealth and power, as a. 

necessary part of the Gestalt, the SCROCAM, the Whole Schmier; further, as it ,was hence worth —s 

' doing, it was, like every other societal function, worth doing weil. “Prisons are Universities of: Crime," a. . 

" sorry.indictmént of The S: ystem for us, was its glory for the Thefariens—especially in those last frenzied 


years of XV, when tinkering with. The System spiraled toward its apoplectic apogee. To dsp, 


ar incarcerated™ ‘in. ‘Spring ¢ 623 for a ,pent of pents in the maximum-security Submarine. Holding. Institute, | 7 
7 ‘beneath the waves at Y¥-wis, fabled Yur, his brief time inside came as a revelation. A quick learner, in: | 


.. little less than a RealWorld month he had emerged as a | Graduate Embezzler and Journeyman Conartist, and 
. had been top of his class it Introductory Applied Begging and Theory of Lechery. His Four Public’ 


PISGRACES, of course, had automatically raised his grade .5 pent in each course; ‘still, the achievement: - 


was. unparalleled in the Institute’ s history.. Had he only.been younger, a brilliant career would have yawned 


_ before him above sea level. As it was, he returned, regretfully but necessarily, to the enue frustrations 


of his career on the right, or Father. mee side. of the Law. - 


4 More accurately, a ‘auite prickly SpRX A, or! "randomly deciduous - feather-bessing filetree, ". but "Sak" iS- ve ' 


close enough for the point under discussion. 


> The ostensible charge was Aggravated Simony, the real cause his error in saaiacnt in the e flanking maneuver ' 


“which capped a spectabularty. pa veersst role in The. War Between The Sexes. |. acer, 
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High Thefarie 42. 


EMT HER plot the standard five-year Suan for the Masfer of Criminality Degree at 
the Y ws Institute, quoting at least 3 (Three) course descriptions from the 


Catalogue; OR describe the extracurricular life-of*the inmates, giving’ panticular. 25-3 


attention to'sports and to the, well, the brotherhoods, so gdudily clad, into which the 


‘student Inmates~ perforce banded together; and thelr curious: Iifestyler-OR * oa 


feproduce—witty analogies, sentimental nostalgias, and all—a jarge part of dsp: ; 
"|. Farewell.Address, delivered to his erstwhile comrades of that Intense month of - 
’ felorilous give-and-take. You may omit the tears In the last option, If you so Se: 


Ww. — Values, of course, and their inculcation, have ever been held a function of the pe owers Shas be : 


- and in hes wise did High Thefarie lag, behind. other, more familiar worlds, in its relentless pursuit of The. 


| Right.° To a casual observer, were any such to be found, its failure to- litter the landscape with patriotic: _ 
Statues, friezes, mobiles, stabiles, undiles, placards, plaques, reliefs, posters, decals, and countless tawdry © 


giveaways might seem to betoken:a positive lack of interest in the land's greatness, but such was hardly the 


. case. The visitor to the most remote. public monument, the most unthematic public park, would find. 


~ him/her/itself almost . subliminally eased, by structures, vistas, and surrounding Jandscapes,.into a a 
-” sometimes surprised. familiarity with the country's past, established and conjectured. The carefully tended, . .~ 


yet unmarked. bloody smear. on the scarp at Horizon Ledge, for example, did more to commemorate 


Te ftwich's Leap’than the'gaudiest. memorial‘réliefcun“inscription however: replete:with dead and .dying, 
_- Dragons and Snollygosters, ever. could; the ‘broken footbridge’ at the. River Dekhst's*Damnable-Delta: 


. impressed. Eniaca's Sacrifice more forcibly and unforgettably on the young than: any sequence of statuary, 


however gigantic and cunningly contrived, might hope to do. But it was at the unassuming Provincial : 
_-Parklet, on the édge of YE forest OF. Broslyn, that out-of-the-way, almost stupidly anachronistic, 


- overgrown grove, that tle technique of memorial understatement found its fullest expression. The voyager - . 
” who made her/its/his way to the center of the Qaze and back again found that she/it/he had, as if by 


. ‘ 2 


- accident, been put through the Five:Stages of Thefarien Existence, and would. henceforth hew to the line, let - . | 
the Wyyems fall-where they: ‘taay. Only dsp, eternal alienated outlander, could have oy seen what slat le 


- ow c, 
7 ‘doubly veracious in High Thefarie, that incessantly. self—instructed elsewhere, specializing as it did'in the «-.. ; 


‘4 


_ happening, and he was unfortunately i in. ys € Forese on business. 


But you, Oh Best Beloved, Know the Plan; and the Truth behind the Plan. of Broslyn. ‘ 
.. Quote from the Plan, in fact. “showing: for all to see, how landscape. and vista 
c combined, on the Tip. In and the Trip Out of the Maze, sO successfully fo indoctrinate 
_ young Thefarlens. In the Five Facts of Ufe that they would henceforth be Useful 


a a ae | Citizens, putly.in, ‘the: grasping. hands. of those. who yeally.ran: ‘things. JP TB: Try. not ta be. 


too sardonic. Give a map, or at least a chart, of the Trips, if you can. . 


“Show me where you live, of course, and rit show you who you are...and sachabiy what. This truism | was * = 


- “material expréssion of. normative. psychology, perhaps betterknown as how-—to-ism. Well and good, you... ~ 
“>. might say, but the practice; under the pressure of outside events, did lead to excesses, even to obscene 
+ +, Misinterpretations, and nowhere more than in the bombedout toolies flanking the Miasm, primarily in. 

“> "the slaphappy hamlets nestled: by Hellés Mouthe; where the. scofflawlessly polyphiloprogenitive and - e 
-” cretinous inhabitants took advantage of a loophole in their tattered building code to repair the inroads of the . 


.. Terror attendant: upon the Eucharistic Schism with residences that were, to put the best possible © 


construction on the worst possible constructions, Not. In Good Taste. Trust Os~p, scrabbling a-wretched . 
existence in the Capitol lébby in Enphurli early in 597, to have preserved his startled observations on the. | 

- ‘Outskirts’ hyperanatomical BauHuserei in an. overlong series of limp near-lyrics, the most notorious being _ 
the vicious, or.rather viscous, Intimations of an): existent in 1 two completely different versions, : 


the first beginning 


3 I love my wife... 


6 Actually, TS C L © —"the-[value]-to- the-buttockward"—1is .what they ey cu but in insist on the | 


difference here were merely to increase the already considerable confusion. 
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| High Thefarie 42 


But. Oh You Bungalow... 
: while the second—and better-known—commences. a 
: My heart leaps up when I. behold . 
A VIX in a cul-de-sac... - 
These two-versions. preface the collection entitled, on its. anlonymous publication later that year, Visions of 


; Heramve, or, Building the Fults :Lifé, a scabrous scroll that formulates, in 125 SC Q). TA, or. 
i ee “configurations,” the most hair-raising erotic arrangments conceivable, while at-the same time purporting 


- to be, as it ak is, a ‘painfully ehyective pee of. popular domestic ‘architecture in the ‘back. 
country. - 


particular. attention to its untelenting Interplay between shoddy. jerryoullt 
/ *. architecture. dind febrile and’ utterly impractical, not fo say impossible, sexual 
| Instruction. quoting liberally from at least 1 (One).of the poems in English translation - 
(Prose will do), and attempting to reproduce.some- equivalent representations of 
'. the. accompanying. diagrams. Conclude your review with (a) some cogent. 
+ reflections on inevitable injurles to slavish individuals (couples, triads, tetrads, pents, ) 
~ _ sextets, whatever) who should tty fo follaw the lesson of certain of these wretched 
shacks,. especially the deadly 55th, and (b) some psychopolitocosocidlogical 2 Ss, 
“*Sdnjecture: as to What there:was'in'such'a felel6Siine} ‘prSatiction that tered DSP Be ae 
* to neglect his socially ‘uséful work of lobby-sweeping In order to pursue: It. Pee NS RT «Se 


Vi In every culture, of course, Superiors, whether social or administrative, must be treated a as such, ee 
- more narrowly—be addressed {and be seen to be addressed] as.such by their Inferiors. In other times and. 
places, this latter problem has imposed solutions of two basic varietiés: A simple "Your Grace" followed °. 
BY a. thoroughgoing employ of the third person of the verb, say, has sufficed i in, many a more class—ridden - 
.. land than ours, while yet even more ‘stratified societies have taken refuge. in the multiplication of. 
_ honorifics—verbal modes, adulatory nouns, whirling ‘euphemisms, and especially inflated adjectival” 


is superiatives-—varying directly as the upward distance of the addressee ‘from the addressor. But High Thefaria, 
_ in this as in much else, was different: Though for possibly becaise] it was crisscrossed by graded-systems 


Of social, administrative, appointive, natal, and other. precedence, a weird linguistic inversion, spawned by 

'* some primeval principle of compensation, came into play somewhere in the mists of XIV,-and stayed. | 
Inferiors [so‘ ran the rationale] could only be kept i in their place by. verbal flattery; ‘Superiors could only’ 
maintain their rank by verbal endurance. It was thus quite usual for an upper—rank Civil Servant, belted and. 
*- gatlanded, to.frame:a request:to his Jowliest. Underdunger’ Ss Apprentice, Say to shovel. offal from his garden 
“path as, "Would His*Mést*Sérene and: LoftyEnhancer -of the: ‘Excruciatingly* Comely- Droppings ofsthew zs. 
Ennobled and Ennobling Stock of the. Absolute Acme of the. Artiodactyla Deign to Dignify this more than - 
contemptible .individual by Plying His Divinest of Instruments on That Ineffably Beautiful and Most 
_ _,Vividly Conglomerate Viscosity to His Lovely Leftward?"——and equally usual for the addressed Apprentice 
to frame a reply to this earch who outranked him in well—nigh astronomical units thus: "Stuff it,. you 


chinless XACH AX -nose®, I got better things to do.” After which, of course, the Steaming pile would * 


7 ae “be removed immediately; but the amenities had been observed. -Thus was guilt assuaged On one-side, and: - 


. steam let off on the’other. The only trouble was. that, as.the tensions of daily life increased and multiplied 

- - during the: final years of XV; the tenuous balance between lauding and vilipending was somehow upset. 
The Inferior could no longer mollify ° his resentments with his. traditional billingsgate, and revved up his ~ 
nastiness, notch by foul notch; the Superior, at first terrified for his standing, then enraged at the increased ~ 
excoriation, expanded his laudation so far hae the standard honorifics that even the dimmest Inferior 


could feel the Irony, and the fat was in the fire.” 


7 The normal term for "moral: chutzpah,” but such can obviously not be its meaning here. We-are doubtless - 
“dealing with a corrupt text—check that; corrupt it certainly is, but in other. ways—with an incorrect text. The 
normally translated variant is V RPA, :"cottage' is da ‘that leads to technical’ difficulties: too..thorny to ber -: 

_ gone into in a,semi-popular account such as this. 


8 Asto XAGQIAYX,, don't ask. There is absolutely rio equivalent to this multipedal, twining- proboscised 
-horror in’ the’ Real. oe and a: good thing, too. 


White a critical review—better late than never—of the afoferiehtioned work, giving —" . = 
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High Thefarie 42° 


PANT 


‘Ne 


on.would have been, . 
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“with adequate distinction between thelr. . . 


Sloth 0. douse 
The Maze 
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Be Twister Parklet 


e 
a 


[Maps added 1993} 


DETAIL: 


had that meeting not taken up on just the wrong day In 


626. Speculate on what the terms of the reconcillati 


Awful Abbey 
of a 
Acnananca 


Ax 


vet . 
1S se 


. 4 
pac) 


oe. 
& 
fre 
Paes 


~ Broslyt- 
-and environs 


dissension arid-the-serles of summits and arbitrations, constantly selocated;,.each.--.- E 
The Forest of 


Discuss the Bolsena WordRiots of ‘early 624 af length. supplying an accurate 
transcript of the epochal exchange between a Superior and an Inferior that set 
ranks. Then recount, more or less painfully and systematically. the spread of 
with Its verbal swap, that would have culminated In reconciliation during -the final. 


them off. Identify the principats If you can 


meeting at Vel,.of all places, 
Literally, “the [super-]saturated-wick was.in the searpan,", but close enongh.. 
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- Other letters were employed, for example, in loanwords. Absolute consistency in spelling ‘was ane : 


High Thefarie 


EPIGRAPH 
to Version 2 OT (1989) 


7 “Epigraph. That s more like it. A A simple afterwriting. Not a finish: Not a Dickens sine of all threads, - 
_ ° with Tom Pinch playing the organ as if his heart would break. Not even a collection of lists; I put those. 
. down last year, and where did it get me? But this year, only a note.. The question is, What? 


How about the alphabet? Basic. High Thefarien oe Be letters, given. below in, n. uncial type with, 
x pronunciations: 


_ “Buropean”: Jong, “aaah”; short, “ah” 
- always hard, as English K = a 
"a spirant, English sh | = 
“European”: ‘Tong, ‘ “ay” as in “hay”; short, “eh” : : ; 
| “European”: Jong, “ee” ’as.in “wee”; shiort, 2 | a ee 
- fas recall, a bilateral. cacuminal. ‘Spirant, like Welsh “iba se Engi “r = * 
- mote’or léss like English “mm”: , ne 
. more or less like English “n” ” 
| English ' “p”—but not aspirated i in initial situations. 
‘tilled, but English back “r” ” wil serve 
- as English» a = | 
English “ey — but. not aipiraied in initial situations 
: English “th” in “with”; never “hard”. as in“‘this” Diet a ee 
like English “u”, but always. rounded, whether long ¢ Or short: “oo”: ais 
never with a glide “yoo” | Beet o > 38 
halfway balsa English “ty” and “w “Wr eoicado or invoiced - 


| _ hever “e ; the aspirated unvoiced velar or ‘guttiral stop, like Greek chi; as in Scois “loch” 
or German “ach”; written sinking below the line, as in OC L a x V dA. 
as is English | | | 


- It should 6 noted that the tiquids and niaeatl L & R. ro & N, are ¢ often maniaed as Jewels 


_ Attained, and has not been sought i in these’ accounts. ‘The more common folOW: 


eee B . tore or ea as in English not a native Thetarien sound; the ony Thefarien labial stop. 
; , | . ig Pp “p” : 

as English “a”; not a native Therfarien sound, but o occurs in loanwords; the only Thiefarien 
| dental stop is [ “t” SU 


: English “f”, to insist on the unvoicing of Vv 
like English “g” in “get”: always “hard”, never rpalatalized | 
as in English, prevocalic “h”. ) 
like English “k”; sometimes found for c 
“European”: “oh” long and short 
like English “w’”; quite rare. 
' arounded “ee” sound, like German “‘i” 


rss 
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“High Thefarte. ) 


~ Some of the lettér-borrowin gs are of great antiquity. The name BUS OS ON for example, from the ~ 
earliest creation myth {see HT 12].requires three;. the sunken island of YW 1S, which went down, | 


~. sometime in the Second:Round, needs two. 


The uncials here adopted bear only a little relation to the actual letterforms, which - were ‘rather rude‘and _ 


| retrograde. {right-to-left},to.boot..There are occasional — of the real thing 4 in the. texts. abe; but left-. 


to-right uncial has been preferred. 


_ Which. stiould be enough for now. An epigraph that has. to do with writing That’s more like it. 


| “Sy at 
YTS 


: ' : : | " November, 1989 . 
[Added 1993: ‘The: signature is in re ol’ HT ‘andi eulae (the Scratch), which: deserves to be’ set forth. 
‘on its own as least once. Here we go: Below are standard versions of the 17 Thefarien letters, plus F and . 
“HA, Remember, writing is retrograde, from Left to Right. The RW resemblances are certain; ails nae 
“uncvettatit is the cause-‘Parailel: ‘development?- -A: contribution from: ‘aOyclistt es to say. ° 


"Piimitve ooking, I grant you; still, with care it has a refreshing directness: : 


ir 14AN310 ATO - 


:. There were am and calligraphic: alphabets. as. well: Here, from a “sampler” [LAB TIC}, j is > sp’s 
_ favorite Thefarien oe exhortation to: “Happy Hocks!” that he used on all occasions, ‘fittin gC ornot 


—« AICY 
pce’ 


Spare, perhaps, but not at all primitive or shabby. ] 
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ar 


| | ‘& though such i is the nature of inconclusion. - 


. erthe structure. you. sendieetes belo: you... 
ST though sometimes:startling in its upward: = 
thrust is really better classified as 
- middle mannerist horizontal ad 
. after the local. fashion to be 


-whendone succumbed toroving marksmen «= +..-. ~. 


+ but lets get down to business’ i call 
--. your attention to the moat of all 


~ inviting broad and open sufficient _ 


High Thefarie Epilogue 3.01 


“The »GodTr UST Introit 


- aka . 


The Glocken Spiel | 


_ Wate aaron: 


hi 


call me clyde 
im edi a 


an instant’ ruin but of course 


. _ since none of us is perfect it took | 
_ anumber of years and even.now | 


to the practiced eye it isnt done | 


a technique brought to its highest here | 


. ‘that its almost impossible to decide - 


whether for-instance this topless tower 


or else was meant to stop so. short - 


this structures glories the only one 
in perfect working condition - 


"artfully dark and deep and dank 
' -it performs its long appointed task: 
excluding kraken wyvernvogre - 
-and:preserving this ruin from destruction 


i call your attention next to the entrance 
to handle sixteen sledges abreast 


if only the drawbridge werent stuck 
so tantalizingly. halfway up 
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- id come down-and . 
". across to you but 

| it really isnt. . 
practical... 


ee ive tried to put i in 
= refreshment stands - 
mut got no ae ve 


im sorry i know | | 
| the trip from the meee : 


is tiring and dull ms 


aa | ae wonder” : 


- why do you come at all’ 


} if i hadnt got on the tour 
~ .:.- no.one.d.come alone 


it lets rain in but’. 


i-dont really « care 


in i fact i like the rain: 


i tried ‘to drivin 


-. the grease trap clogged. - ©. © 


_ the. occasional novice 


walks by and gives me 


her best call and wiggle 


_im sorry i sunk the boat 


’ 
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High a 3.01 — 


next set within the wall behold ae 
the scattered glitters now and then.’ 


: the flash of gold betokening: — 7 
_ the opulence and glory ofa vanished a: 


era not to forget the wisdom’ - 


as the more perceptive among you may” 
_ - may have.noticed these flashes form a pattern 
’ trembling just at the edge of deep » | 
. “revelation you notice the pattern snakes 
_” around this tower doubles above . 
“°,., and below that mullioned window and then ~ 
_ with 4 sudden swoop it dives to the entrance ae 
: ‘and shoots inside precisely before. 
at ‘begins: to make'some sort of sense. 
. “seme glorious sense betokening « 
 - “the ultimate disclosure within’: 
_ > ¢ what glories lie‘heaped and ey 
- _ *.. what ripened peaks of ancient attainment - 
. - what treasures of great and glorious craft 
’_ flood over the floors lie there for the taking 
'. atop it all behold this noble pennant | ee 
its message blurred past reading of course | - 
but noble still a, | 


‘oh god we now. 
have got to the. flashy’ part 
it isnt gold at all 
a a its Eye worst grade. 


sisalipod pattie” 
hear: perhaps — 
a mectub solo 7 


a ‘the ogres threw rocks. 
. at this. bit 


oe teas’ si 
-- about: the. pattern i 
oe know, you dont 


- | - ay it tell: what dei 
a breadwrappers bones 
and ake laundry 


“flap flap and flap again 
you know what it said 
" it. said post no bills buster 
- it said contagious possible aa -_ 
it said private please. keep out | 


oe and: it was right as:hell because” 
if passes’ the wit of man. to conceive 
. why-any rational being would care.to see 
eee | ‘the ‘shoddy collection of false starts and lint 
ne inside: this. knocked off beta minus. ‘burial mounds. 
i) on throw rocks: and hiss and spit in the. messy moat 
“and tell the rubberneck office + not to send any more rubes 
- aflless they. want the whole scam including the ferry franchise . 
to 0 bellyuip in-legs time than it takes to tell about it since . 
/ theyve certainly got. someone here who, Ss. going to. tell about it and tell. 


about it and 


_; this sevitich ee performance... 
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| from the 7 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT ~ | 
on \ the Terminal Prascis, 1989 


Carissimy/ ae— 


‘And here we are again. Oi, rather, here Tam again, You. weren’t here last time. That’s right. You’ ve ‘changed; Tm 


- the samme. Got it.in one. What are all these mutterings about Your Guide’s being Past It? I-mean, look at me: : 


Cleareyed. Visionary. Objective: Tough as a tick, or whatever. Able to leap whole sentences in a ange bound. The, 


playboy of the Westron ParaWorld. Himself, the Trick Cyclist... 


4 
t. 


_* inané babble of T&E —— Mi she ge <s » Fully justieying.d the Two Hours you shall have spent in —— and | 


’_ Anyway, dollinks, perpend: Here cometh the yearly scam, the seasonal. cick the incluctably ‘inevitable. a 
Pre paratio OQucaserariena, as one might call it, and doubtless shall. But I have noneed at this , 


point to con you; you have the materials for that interesting procedure in hand, or at home, or buried under 
something. It is time for me to cut the rhetoric and do my meager bit in readying you for the Long. Questioun, the 


; & essay equired-on -the Terminal: ‘Praxis}:SO that:each-and: ee will. oe a. Pesformance:¢ of eae Sort » at we 4, 
ParaGeography mavens are” wont to refer to mechan: ast«: ge 


ein gans vorteftlifes | 
abererdbunbliches® Wundernertttt - 


Which j is s to say, it t should sweep. the board, rendeanes every other conceivable tert as ashe more than the | 


. WHORE: it. 


«dts normally at this soit in. the prosoedings that Your Guide ; gazes off into the blue” ad begiiis! to excogitaté 
broad areas of Thefariena from here and there, in no particular order—vague general subjects. on which you might 


F expend your several geniuses, saying something like, “To facilitate your Wunderwerk, let me specify the 6 [Six] | 


~~” areas whence the 6 [Six] Long Questions will:be drawn. Be thinking along’ these lines for the next X [Eks] days:”. os 
Harmless and bloodless, of no spegeests sshd ae This — however,. things are > different, oe the startling _ 


e nature cot recent oo Read on... 


NOTICE W 


oe Much’ as it pains: him; Carissim ae/}, Your Guide is cnetan to call your ‘active attention to The Lost _ 
Years—that suspiciously quiet patch of time between Osp’s installation as XIVAG REGL in Winter), . 


 XV/615, and the immediate events leading up to the War Between The: Sexes i in Winter, XV/622. To héar dsp tell - . : 
it, in the fiendishly: manipulated confines of HT 28,”Home, Sweet” (above, pp. 46-49), he had finally come to rest, es 


found PRARTSRASE & YAPPYDAZE in the harmless pursuit of storytelling [storytelling?him? the 
Anti-Narrator?: him?] to the simple rustics near the backwater of Tummling, and, for once in his decades in High 
Thefarie—that Bijou By The Bight—not constituted an active drain on the patience and peace of mind of the — 


“commonwealth, Never moved foot out of the toolies, he sou have us believe...to which, as. Rae well know, the _ 


only si reply j is a heartfelt, well-articulated, sardonic ~ 
. HAL 


followed by. the outraged query, “what about LastQuest Piglet? Five years rustication, indeed!” 


, y if anyone cares, nestled in this adjective is the faaivented Geman for.‘ iparageography’ —Abererdkunde f.. He sag- s 
formed by analogy with Aberglaube “superstition”, as it relates to Glaube “belief”. -Fills a crying need, dunnit? | 


2 He keeps a patch of blue in his sanctum sanctorum for im this purpose, placed handily just above the Mac. [Actually 
it’s.a blown Sony. diskette, but.never. mind that] | . = be . 
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| High Thefarie 44 


Yes, dsp was out of the country! You have the recently excavated documents at your fingers” ends, of course, 


| and could, should Your Guide require it; cite chapter and verse from here to SNUJAS concerning the cabals, the. 


“es 


sneaking off on the labyrinthine twists of one more quest—-so disingenuously termed LastQuest—besmirched his 
sixties and endangered ‘the body politic: But the demands of scholarship, as’ always, fare far. from the beaten track, 


| = struggling up the high: road—or, as it mnay be, plunging to the cloacine intertwinings of the drainage system. What 
“is needed is not so much the sorry-tale of One Man’s Catastrophes as the background (and the playground) for this 
_ concerted efflorescence of individual depravity. You will therefore draw upon your absolute knowledge of period and | 


place to fill in specific areas of knowledge drawn from those lost years, Lest, in your desire to Get It All Down, you 


“7. write madly through examination period, break, and the first three weeks of Spring Term, a benevolent Guide 


herewith sets parameters for your answers, along the lines of which you’ should be thinking until the Praxis. 3 
~-. Long Quéstions, then, will be drawn from -the following areas of meee sa zOn: Se as uy: telate to 
_ LastQuest Icodename, of course, Piglet] i in the years XV/616-XV/620:_ | 


bes This: Little Piggie Went to: Mark It: The Aesthetics and Politics of 


‘Thefarien Graffiti in the Superheated Yeats. . 


| 1 oiThis: Little: Piggie: Stayed .Dumb:.. The: Breakdown. of Thefacien: ae 


Education as the: Pee nue ground. fo and: 


‘This Little Piggie Had RAUSPIE": | The s Psychodynamic of Luray 


among the Several Classes.. 


This Little Piggie Had Noon: The Oris in | Thefaron Time-Feckoning i in 


the Late. T eens. Ce 


Ana This Little Piggle Cried oual, OUaAl, OUAl.. ns . # 


_ Ethnomusicology of Thetarie fn PsychoPop.. 


e 
oes =r 


S ‘ All The Waste Home: ‘Existential Futility as Exempitied in 1 the Final 


Stages. of LastQuest Piglet.” 


“Let me conned you, ‘yer’ dgaitt: to"keep your Inowledge of the? Thefairien Linighinge’ ‘int. g00d repair; itis to be: 

' tested to the utmost in the Long Question—any Long Question—and that you must, therefore; be able to translate 

the inscription on pp. 70-71 above ‘Do. Not Finalize Your Translation until you see what the Long Questions are, 
“and decide which one you will be answering. And brush up on your colloquial Thefarien; it may be.required... 


“conspiracies, the strange desires and and: stranger designs; the: overarching ‘sociopathic: ineptitude: with:which Ospoyries coat 


Which should just about do it...except.for 1 [One] Thing: Bring to the top of your mind—for it will definitely be: 


a _ needed i in your treatment of the background of gett! sa the Five. Canonical Parts of a Mystical oo To — 
. ‘epul you: time, let me reiterate them here: © : 


- - & CN: > Offset—The Movtivated Departure 7 
eracy L: °° Outfare—The Thrust to the Periphery « of the Known 7 
a Upsile—The Inspissation of Experiences - _ 
‘CAt ~ '. €¢6£<dtil—The Transfiguration of the Quester. : 
MAX: Backwend —The Traumatic Return to the Quotidian World | 


But Osp, of course, broke the mold. Shoddily, as usual. ene s0,, with a sigh, here’s the Sixth Part of Five: 


3. Orly lone the lines, of course. These clues—let us call them that—as can be séen at.a glance, are iicnioadiy — 


much too open for the Longest.of Long Questions arid Long Answers. I wouldn't want you to write so as to conceal a Lack of 
Knowledge. Far from it. Tsk. 
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a Hue: - Theatighness—The Utter Confusion of the MeiaMachi- 


nation? from Beginnin g to End——which i is to say 
- Osp thought he knew what he was. doing... 


_ ae now. ooops. I en fied most important thing, To structure 3 your deliberations, as it were, “Tet me insert a 
: skeleton outline® of FosiQuest coed into the Chronology: a ' 


- “See (61) Sinsrse¢g, Tuning: The Claseted cabal: es 
oe tae aS WonDday, Libeationz, Tumling: Offset on the Nacthfaring, 
~', Gt7:{62], Springs: The Sluggich Outtare J: The Slsthhouce Dandie 
et a SUMMEr4: The Stiggish Outtare Ih ‘Tea and Such at the Boure 
: © Blinterds The. Sluggich Outtace Ie The Concertina Longueur ne 
We Day, Libeations: Outface Proper | The Crossover. to — 
, Summer: Out fare Proper Us. ThE. ‘TeansKobhald Kaper haw — 
oo A AAD AS ‘Libration3i® utfare®: faa TB: ‘The: fands: eDeyend | the. ind. - 
_ 618: [63] Spring 4: Uppile J Begins: The Vortex. ae 3 
--  - Futile Harangue when Council ["Nellies"] meets on. the Ropewalk i in 1 Clus | 
Summers “Weanday, ‘Cibration2: Uppife | continues, pia ny in. the Awful 
tase ‘Affaic of the Inverted Celebeant- at the Agcig, : ; 
619: [64] ‘Speings =Likration 4: Uppife comMences and continues an to the Wyethale 
2 ‘WoeDay, Libration,: “Back in High Thefarie, Nellies at Enphurli declare the 


7 _ government bankrupt beyond. all repair (HIT 42.2); austerity instituted ‘. . 2 
| Meeday, Cikeation4: Uppile I peaks in. the Descent. to the Depths. 


Spring 2—Libration2 Uppilz is The Mausing Beneath 

“8 Monday, Likcation2: Crass cout at The “Abyss. ae 
- : 620: [65]- LAT year] Backwend |: -The-.difficult: Ascent ~~. 3. te 

| a ono ‘Libration;:" -Back in:High ace Divorce Vie ar: 32: 2; DSR: Si sae ee oe a 
ie ‘ sloughed in absentia, of course. 0: ae ee © 
| ae - anbay, Libeation2:- Backend Ii: Light it the a af the Tunnel 
ae 621: [66] Spring —Springa: Backwend. Ii ‘The (ong. Way. Around | ? 
Soa ee ‘Suvmerzi Backwend Ip: Over. the. Edge . 
ts WéaDay,. Libration2: Backuend D: Tummiing: The | Dicguiced Return 

ae = ‘622: [67], WeeDay, Cibratian 4: Backwend DI: Tuvssting The Uncasing — 
a ee oe aaa Eniaca’ 8 Mad Dash from Winter Palace. to Toning (HT seas 


. 
* . . 
oa 7! 
* 
- ‘ ‘e 
af 
. . 
. oe . 
i + * 5 . 
S . . 
3 é * 


: ete 
. . G . 
‘= : . a 
* 4 . 
. a fae . 
. 
Feet te ps a= an 


“Bverything i is now, I trust, perfectly ar. : | 


4 This should’ not be. confused, by the way, with Jason’s améchanfa, of “qitiout-sclee-neas , manifested in his 
mishandling of the Voyage of Argo. Osp'’s sin is the less. venial, since, where. Jason messed things up through simple: 
funk, Os appears to have blorrowed on principle. OS 


- > You can fill in the details, of course. This isa remarkably incomplete survey, simply serving to remind on of the 
; location of Piglet in time. 
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* tecede- into the morass of your memory" S dead. storage, .a polyfont. fleck on your Consciousness aS. yOu. go. ahead. 


And, by the same token, mine. It’s quite a responsibility, and I feel it keenly. 
“ yours—the Furtherance of Knowledge about the ins, outs, ups, downs, and especially bétweens, of High Thefarie—. 

that Fateprint on the Sands of ParaTime. My heart being too full to engage in se errs sae let me tum to . 
wo once ; again to that ——— Poet Laureate, W. H. ‘Auden: 


Subject. Of cr course... a 


High Thefarie 44 


| Azoy. Almost Ther e. Nearly touching our respective Termini. Yet a few days; ‘and ye the all encircling world— 
at least the world. of High Thefarie—shall see rio more. Sobbing ‘a little {I do hate a whimpering world], it will 
through life, whatever that may be. But, Oo Carissimi/ae, for the next few days you are, at least in theory, its. os 


T As keenly,.I trust, as you do 


: Stagger onward rejoicing; 
s: And even then if, perhaps 
Having actually got | 
... To the last col, you collapee, 
“: «With all Adantis gleaming. 
| Below you, yet you cannot. 
 Descend, you should still be prod” 
” Even to have been allowed | 
rs Just to peep at Atlantis 
~ "Ina poetic vision: : - - 
Give thanks and lie down i in peace, 
. Having: Seen your salvation. 


Simply: subititute High T Thefarie fi for “Atlantis.” The result will perhaps be a bit overblown [and aacanAGiel, but 
should show, better than any words os mine possibly could, the depth of my feeling, and the Utter nee ofthe - 


4% aRce MURILA | 
- from Your Preceptor & Guide, . ie aes 
Douglass: Parker Moe ths 


iy no means’ to be confounded with 


ISNXAIT 
—A4Y TAS 


* Kinaly note: aises die case, with: nO » apostrophe. Remember. 


‘It’s also a. temptation to..nawww. Never fear:.I shall be kind and gentle i in my moment of Apabinis and Unchecked 


: Power over your fates, Were it ®sp who had you in charge, that would be a different matter. But, as I frequently point out, 


there i 1s No Conceivable Connection, save for the unfortunate coincidence of acronym, between that misplaced aon 


and Your (utterly well-adjusted and benevolent) Guide. Not to worry. 


8 lm not’ hardrtiosed about this, yunnerstan. I mean, it’s an understandable mistake. When two individuals share initials, 


and occupations,. and birthdays, and general physical makeup,. and place, of residence, and proclivities, and. all that, the 
casual observer can certainly bé forgiven for leaping to the conclusion that they’re the same, somehow. I blush to'confess* ~ -- + - 
~ it, but I’ve even done it myself, on occasion, and I know the truth. The important thing, however, is to avoid persisting in 


error once it’s pointed out, pPeneeanly since I am as veracious as the day is long, whilst 3 sp is almost archetypal 
Unreliable Narrator. 
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2 Identification Lists | 
from the e Terminal Prasets, 1989 


ss a ae 


Over ‘the years, this section has treated items that me lasibasingly. Webel on the baroque: 
People, Sayings, Places {primarily Buildings], Events, .Geographiical Anomalies, Occupations, 
Documents, Groups, Micromaps, Gestures, and Architectural Inscriptions. It is therefore. - 
somewhat of a relief for Your Guide, as it ries be to you, to turn to the listing of TSOTYWE, - 


_ or The Sort‘OF Things You Would Expect.! It can ‘never be suffi iciently emphasized that High ~ 
Thefatie, for all its purely specious resemblances to our here and now, is a genuine Elsewhere, 
' It is not at all like the Real World, and nowhere does ‘that appear more definite than in the 
[potentially prosaic] areas of what might, in a. different manifold, be subsumed under Botany 
‘and Zoology. And so these items will here, but with ‘the reservation that the boundaries | — 
between Thefarien vegetable life and Thefarien animal life are not,-of course, to drawn with — 
: ‘such happy abandon as they are in our own déar.world. “Not that one could gather that from the 
- hitherto published writings of $9, whose insensitivity ‘to. natural phénomena of almost any . 
id “sort “was ~“wellenigh*préternatural: ‘No~ matter; ‘it“is*p’ to-you*to«set+thetecord: straight with — 


_ Thefarie. 0 


A, a (FAUNA, 


What has dsp said of the dnsdea pede of High Thefarie? Very little, Oh, the eer Cyclenders 
A ae Jurking outside: Wyverns, Snollygosters, the odd Dragon or two. And the. beasts of burden/travel: the thoat ° 3 
‘ [ede] and the X MAC. One incarnate. horror, the XACQAX. Not to forget the ruling class of — 
.. ‘porcine totems, lordly and. Jardly in their sties, and the occasional Gryphon. But more than that, hardly — 
. '. anything. Which gives a totally incorrect impression of the place. For High Thefarie was, almost literally, — 


_ stuffed with animal life, creatures of. a very and number t fo startle even the most jaded parazoologist. 


“Below. are Iisted W 1 (Eleven). of the’ nonnaneaoid lifeforms most frequentiy” 
- encountered, and.1.(One):rather rare Ond.‘Ch6dse 3(Threa)..Of these, one:mustbe - 
a Wild (in fact, savage) Ufeform, one a _Lifeform domesticated’ for some sort of: ° i 
| service, and one a Liféform employed (usudily or extraordinarily; It makes no’ - 
: difference) by Thefariens as a Pet. One of these three should also be the rate, notto. - 
say unique, Form.noted above. identify and describe each In a purely scientific | 
- manner as to appearance, locale, diet, function, etc., and. mention in passing, as It 
. were, at least one specific Instance where dsp encountered HRS ae | 
-_ aoiahie not be amiss. ye craw. 


- Colied Ariba . -. ) ++ 7. . Cuddle Soam: 


i. 

. 2. NoughtMire ~~... «8. Tertiary Slitherer-- 
-3. Crested Cmfwyp) : . 9. Yonic A Minore . 
4. PleBald Wobbler | “. "10. Ripsanders 
5. | .Ribald Riposte  . ~- 311, . Bold Casion. °. 
6. 


Omnivorous Snaxon =. -—. ~~ «:12. DooberDauber 


- 


‘ Not that the knowledge required to identify these items is any less precise or bizarre. Perish the thought. . 
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- incisive, scientific: descriptions: of the denizens; ;*artimal, vegetable; a wel: biters of High" * = a 
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A. >: FLORA 


BP Sab 


And what have we here i in the received writ? Almost: ean The analogue for oak—the: S JOD RX orate 


“randomly deciduous feattier-bearing filetree” —in a footnote, ‘yet. And that about does it. What in the world — 


was the matter with dsp? Didn’t-he like Nature? 2 Well; there is the S eL Ee} TAL: give the man - 


his due, though he mentioned that beauteous: bush for all the wrong.reasons. But the jungly plenitude. of the 


| vegetable kingdom i in High Thetarie—wtio sa one it from the wards of our ey unreliable: somce?:, a 
ae ot S up. to you Carssimae/s.: _ j | 


| ‘Below are Ieted 2 (T Katie) out of the millions of ihetarien pees Choose any3 |: 
(Three). , Adequately described each as to appearance, locale, peculiarities, etc., © 
a: and. mention; as In the Fauna above, at least one specific Instance where dsp" | 
° “encounteréd itrthem. Again, eel evawines would “er the overall 


ineteesion. - 
te Rambier Ruse... tra. J... Bivalve Succulents . 
| 2. ‘Eniaca ‘s Capillaries - .- ; , 8. Beptcist Menace Tree 
“MoUs X DRE top Os BOHTONICIJOSKSION 
“Corkadril Writher “os o> -10.. Creeping Gadzucks * 
: : Fugue.Neaton .-.. ~ -. 11...Sumbleweed — 


6, CursoryGlans -.. - .:.- . 12, SeaWoad 


2 Of course iiot; the fact Shricks' from every line he ever wrote: 
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0 Ff Zen. ue oF 
2 ac ee 


mA L " Baucation, ofc course, is: always on the decline. Things are never what they. were, en we were in school, 
hard science withers and rots, and sometimes those disciplines which we call, quite ambiguously, the 


eee Thefareography might be a better term here. A survey taken in 610 pointed out. that younglings’ knowledge - 


A st Pent made in Outfare Proper, once they had crossed over to “Unmap” (their term; I am not making this 


. * ‘dumb tuck-(f that is the word, given what sires to i) that ney 8 made it to the Periphery. at i and 
pee ee that Ssp_ made it back. . 


Eta. g . * -§¢@lled Creative: Barbarism: ‘The facts; the: settiements,:the.natural phenomena—all 


‘ " unhappy state—by driving old cars, wearing jeans and/or hand—me—downs, indulging in hyper—correct. 
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| LONG QUESTIONS _ 2 
from the e Terminal Prasets, 1989, <n 


_ + moan the morbidly mature, and right they are. But one should remember that, in schooling as in anything 
_- else, decadence takes various forms : sometimes. reading sags, sometimes history .hiccoughs, sometimes 


social. sciences; well, these nearly sink from sight. So here, so in High Thefarie, The particular academic. 
- mess: in late XV, from-the 580’s. On, was to be found in what we would call ‘geography, though 


. .Of. their-own. country was abysmal: only few provincials could locate, on.a blank map, the capital at 
; Enphurli; young Enphurlites were almost wholly ignorant of the outlying districts—they knew there was.a: 
- place called Tummling somewhere; but they weren ’t quite sure of the direction, or the distance, or the. . 
| population, or...But, if knowledge of the configuration of High Thefarie sank to a sorry ‘ebb, that of Low" oa 
‘Thefarie=“the lands: beyorid:thie “in duintains"and ‘the: RivérEdgeplummeted: salmostpast athe. vanishing: «: ee Es 
: point. Maps of the: period show the’ Outer Lands;-or Low: Thefarie,;-as ‘the blankest:of empty“spaces, ’- a 
reflecting the fact.that at least an entire generation had grown up in total i ignorance of the area from which - 
the Dangers would come at Cyclend/Roundoff.. Which will explain the slow progress that dsp. and the | 


up) from Concertina Pass on WoeDay, 617, They were, almost liferally; without a clue, and it was only 


You, however, are better informed. trace that section of ‘LastQuest Piglet Known'as a 
_ Quitfare Proper, from Concertina Pass to the Vortex inthe Lands Beyond the Wind, 
- demonstrating your knowledge of the Thefareography of the Outlands and, 
incidentally, following’ our brave little band as they went from horror to horror, - 
_ shedding the veneer of civilization through continual contact with what can only be 


... these, of course, are so bizarre that‘ you cannot expect. to be belleved.. but never *..5 °°. 2 
_” fear, Your Guide knows and trusts you, and will realize the essential Truth of your | 
treatise. Hs irust and realization will be slightly firmer, perhaps, if you deign to~ 
include a freehand map of the Ll Pos visited by the Pent + One. 


TL "The Rich, of course, 7 are aia Gillin us. Even j in the tawedriest of times, eee all that concemed Beeay 
-* €an do to separate them-from their-curse, They occur, the:Haves, those feckless accumulators, condemned 
by Training, Circumstance and just sheer Bad Luck to be warped by an-overplus of substance. And the. 
Rich, conscious of Society’s disapproval, have endeavored, at least at certain periods, to conceal their 


pronunciations, generally bending heaven and earth to appear poor like everyone else...but with this 
difference: They leave some clues that declare, to Those In The Know, “3 Am Rief!!!—and 3’m glad; 
tool!!!” The shamelessness of such ploys is disheartening, and it probably affords but little satisfaction to 

_ us RealWorlders to note that alike phenomenon was to be noted among the chronic, hard-core Rich 1 in 
late-XV High Thefarie. But “noted” is hardly the term; “swum in” might be better. The collective term . 
for ‘such antisocial. stratagems there was knownvas :R HX a Ss P 1 EK —‘moneytalking’ "the most 2": 


thoroughgoing invention and codification of underhanded plutophrastic! indicators ever devised. 
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i Thefarie 46. 


| Everything came into it~costume;, dwelling, eating habits, seni preferences; tricks of speech; eat” 
gesture, expression...The slightest, least corner of the life of the Thefarien Rich bore its equivalent of a 
dollar sign, contained its indicator of well-to-do-ness.. Of.course, it got around eventually,. which. led, both.. 
plndiectly and directly, to the volatile class- poo that necessitated LastQuest Piglet. 


ere through the day—well, the moming—well; about dn hour tn thé life of a Rich | 
” Thefarien in, say, XV/618, showing the workings of RAUSPIE . tracing the myriad 
of signs and signals of all sorts émiployed by a Sic Therfarien to inform other Rich 
‘Thefarlenis that he/she/It was Indeed a Ricf}-Thefarlen. Choose the one area— . 
“clothing. sport, whatever—in which, in your analysis, the process became sO: - 
- cumbersome that it backfired, leading fo (1) counterfelting by the non Ries and (2) - 
_ ‘hence Revolution. A brief warstory from: the Great Devatuation—also known as the . 
 Creait Berating. or She Descent.of the Specie—of 621 might serve to pinpoint fhe 
poe here, Lisriecies the Tenlble Takeover Battle at The asl of Tin. : 


- | ae “What. time is it?” of course; eae a common eaee query in our RealWorld context thesé days, am 


4 


oy provokes deep deliberation or much agonizing. We reserve our soul-searching for self-identification, 
.. not self-temporalization...though it,is a process. we. neglect. at our. peril, fondly imagining that. we are” ete ais 
' creatures of Standard:Time;-and- forgetting: -howgsubject we‘ are: toxjetlagy circadian: rhythms, biological:g rs iti os a meagre 
~ clocks, and all the other manifestations of subjective chronometry. But I turn aside from this tirade to point. ~ “3 
out.that-High Thefariens, one and all, were assailed by a assemblage of times, and time—pressures, that 

~” make us look simply well-régulated by contrast. The gross external times that had to be tracked were bad 
enough: there was the sun [(C A OQ], the two moons, the interplay of seasons, the Cycle, ‘the Round, the 

" reigning Sas, to name but a few: But this was as nothing compared: with the microchronic breakdown 
that was observed as the Cyclend approached: season into pents, and ‘pents into pentlets, and finally into 


~~ days, further analyzed into 52 divisions, roughly. corresponding to our hours, each with its proper-name, 
2 not number, and-the same peculiarity holding for the subdivisions, and the subdivisions of those 
' subdivisions, each again with its own epithet. What made things infinitely worse, however, was the 
- subjective element: “TRxX CA TIN CRTC €?”—1he Thefarien corresponding to our “What time is 

it” translates literally, it must be remembered as. “What time are you?” The implication is, sadly, only too |. 
true. Each ‘Thefarien was subject to a multitude of idiosyncratic, well, let us call them Influences, every 

_ single oné with its.own time—reckoning,.every single one having to be accounted for in replying. to that - 


- »°_«hideouse-question—-which; <by.-custom,, had. to-be sanswered. . By.the. time, of LastQuest Piglet, the- 
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. -necessary items to be‘inclided‘in‘a‘reply: had: incteased‘géometrically, withthe sorry result that-a full: answery gt eee 
. tothe question, besides being a remarkably comprehensive survey of ‘Thefarien history, astronomy,° - - 
_ anatomy. (yes, VA, ‘there was: ‘such a thing as ‘“‘stomach-time,” but there was “liver-time,” too), and what 
_., have you, occupied so much time in reply that the information given in the answer’ s beginning was out of 
_ .. date by the time it wound to end. And chronometers, which had been buiky anyway Sas to mention 
becataed —* verged on the huge, and were ruinous to read, and... 


' Give the answer ae “TRX GA TIN CRT Ce?° delivered to Dsp when he, ever | 
. .. ‘the foreigner, Incaufiously posed It fo the bartender/saddler at the Slothhouse In 
_ * .Cerby-the-Sea In Spring]; 617, thus causing “The Slothhouse Dawdle”.and setting In _- 
-  action.a chain of events that delayed LastQuest Pigiet for a pent at least. Ust, In 
order, the.parts.of the answer, explaining what was meant by each one. (You need 
not give a full answer—time Is of the essence here—but do remember that the 
minimum reply decreed by good taste and usage was a brusque 52 items, felt to be. 
quite impolite.) Then describe—and possibly illustrate—the choronometer that had . -. 3 . 
' to be employed to keep track: of all this; the: one“whose lack of portability: led P. gees 
LastQuest Piglet into even more confusion.and delay. . 


a Le.,“Money-talking,” 
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_IV.. ‘Music, of course, is a phenomenon that can not too much be wondered at. That the: manipulation of such | 
a tiny slice of the immense spectrum of possible vibrations in this universe—or another—should be’ 
iy “capable, not merely of conveying to its auditors.the gross lineaments of mere meaning; but-of* ‘transferring’ "8 eet en 
thé parameters of pleasure as well..:this is the material of astonishment, one we do ill to treat with the 
_ same -bland.lack-of intellectual curiosity that we-expend upon. the meanest of our. quotidian yuisquiliae: It is 
~ t be feared that Thefariens were no better; even as we, they accepted, with incomprehending enthusiasm, 
..-° the auditory wonders that on ‘Occasion would exalt their drab lives to a higher plane, or plunge them to | 
* whatever depths. were in fashion that year. Traveling “musical” groups (TOR TN]) were familiar parts of | 
the Thefarien landscape in late XV, which is precisely the reason that Dsp and his associates chose this as. 
-- a cover for. the ‘highly suspect undertakings of LastQuest Piglet. “Fiveplay + One” [OIXLT. ac 
E OQUN] was scarcely a professional group, -but professionalism counted for little in the reigning musical 
“.  ” genre of the late Six-teens, PsychoPop, which might appear to us to have aimed at the implantation and. 
~~” the defusing of antisocial ‘attitudes through the relentless shouting of subversive phrases; undercut by a 
; whining background that never involved the use of more than three ‘ ‘chords“ in attendance. d sp was; 
a admittedly, a bit old for the. athleticism involved, but he hugged the back of the stage, blew on the strings 
of his OLTIO~, 2 and left the writhing to his associates. Unfortunately; the whole scam camé apart in 
a disastrous encampment/concert near Concertina Pass in Winter}, 617,a presentation which not only. failed . - 


Aa: : ae . ~ato' touse'the-audience:to. the:nsual: frenzy, but in fact put them-and “Fiveplay ah: One. c= soundly to. sleep. eo - | 
; | Was it-the wore ‘wavelength? bl aPinfectious lassitude? ‘No one: ee RnaWs ik Ge at ace ee es oS ae 


“re No one, that s, except you, O Carissimae Supply knowledge’ § ae ey reviewing — 
ee. the. concert, working through the program. commenting on the group’ Ss’ 
- appeardiice and expertise, comparing. them to other groups, and let.us say, - 
accounting somehow for the soporific effect of the performance. Give the affatr SS 
. the lashing It deserved but could not get, given that all PsychoPop critics in the area | 
to “fell Just as deeply asleep as the other auditors. Bé witty, acerbie, knowledgeable, 
ee eae oe eee at the belle of this: inept T=RIN to gu the oa itecgae i : s 


Vv. Solvitut: “Ambulando3: : of course, is a sine dear to every parageographier’ S heart: it Raabies the | 
a ‘profession. Its especially loved by the Allegorists among us, those who view, say, the tortured passage by 
Slough of Despond. through: Vanity Fair to Celestial City as The Way Things Spozed To Be, leading . 
=*Christian ‘through’ moral eas<well: as: physical ae ‘These:same. enthusiasts,.one- fears, attachsNormative.. “- 


Values to the Canonical Parts of the’ Quest*; even basic-vanilla questlings; even a trip to the: store: * * 
"Sadly, ‘tt must, be admitted that they over—interpret on occasion. Their upbeat moralizing analysis of 
as LastQuest Piglet, for example, breaks apart. into moral: chaos at the end...not least because Piglet itself 
_ did just that. Look at it this way: dsp and his shrinking band of feckless associates did, ‘granted, Proceed ms 
inthe approved fashion for more than half the trip, even though Offset was matked by. dither, through the 
“ao Ace of Outface and-the. moral and other confusion of {{ppile; and dsp was duly transfigured—that i is,” 


eee passed through Cedsssaul—receivin g his first conviction of his place in the scheme of things when the 

ae Goshawful Gargle harangued him from the Depths of the Pit of the Abyss somewhere beneath the Land 

Ye Beyond the Wind. Fine. It was in Backwend that things went seriously wrong. In the scheme Of things,. 

_ Backwend should be little more than'a formality. The Transfigured Quester has merely to Return To Go, as 

. it were,-and put his newly acquired convictions/knowledge/sense-of-purpose into effect. He may be delayed, 

_ of course, spending (to entertain a wholly ridiculous hypothesis) seven years or.so in some farWestern. 
iimbo cosseted by the bland charms of the only nymph around, but the eps must be, well, monotonous: © 


¥ he he rr 


2 In his detente, it should be pointed out that.this was not hie: instrument;. he was aM € d . IcS. Sa it 
~ “bagpipés”}] man. But there is no ME OOICS in-a-PsychoPop group. 


. 3 7 tally “it is [re]solved by walking [though it]}.” Good imotto for a maze, or indeed for any Quest. 
4:To. refresh your mémory, see the sysematic breakdown presented i in HT 44, pp. 108-109. 


108 


. ’ - : * . 
. s + . : 5 : 
+ < ° . . = oe 
. os . . a ee + 

. A n . . , . 

. Py ef . ee ogee . e ‘ 
. . . . 

Z e cae Pe qi : Poy ‘ 
. ¥ ? . 7 on . 
. . ‘ 3 
a we . . . ‘ . . . 
i 3 ‘ “ . e . 
: ‘ . . . 
* z . . ie ais. 


a ae = = : ba 


High Thefarie 46 


he should undergo no new experiences which might shake-his ‘recently undergone Crassioul. But dsp? It 
would be laughable were it not so traumatic. Not.only did he spend, having lost his useful associates, a. 


solid year alternately clawing and crawling his way ‘back’ ‘above’ground, but he then took a: wrong’ tim and? > ae 


stumped his way resolutely further into the void, past Unmapped Steppe, Nontravelled Blank, and Trackless 
Waste, fo fetch up for a fiftnight, a freezingly fearsome fiftnight, in the Wholly Abominable City—State- 
.-of SNOJA $—a sojourn which wholly undid his Transfiguration, reduced him to.a spineless state far. 
worse than the quivering jellihood i in which he had set forth on LastQuest Piglet, and finally fetched him. 


up, corrupted and confused, at the River Edge in the far, well, South? staring blankly. across. at the ~ . | 
' tawdry charms of the Summer Palace, and wondering who he was, or indeed if he was, ‘No wonder he Ae aa 
sneaked home to Tummling disguised—quite easily—as-a Nugative ae The real. hell of it of his : 


i as in SN CLA $ was, monly that he had. rather enjoyed it. 


| Describe the Wholly Abominable (and, indeed, Uiterty Disgusting) ‘Clty state. er 

_SNAIJA ¢ in some detall, noting with lubricious glee the shoddy enticements and. 

~ lurid alturés with which it ‘unmanned dsp In early XV/621. Do not néglect the obvious 
Jandmarks of that Sink of iniquity—which, for moral grunginess, easily surpassed © 
a preFlood. Bolsena—and do not-fall to include some account of the. Mall of 


Pe st “.Mdlfeasarice swhere'the’ final a li was:held: 7A el of the. oye uy 


ae 


Vi Grattit? S Gréat Age has,.of course, come. and gone in the Here and Now. or the. Here and ‘Then. SS. ced 
- WallScrawling-described its mighty USArc into, Art in the late 60’s, peaked in the early 70’s, and thudded. an 
back to scribbled puerility and near—pom before the decade.riow endin g broke haltingly from the blocks. a 


Was it only yesterday, or rather yesteryear, that the Best Minds of Their Generation plastered their sweetness 


_. Over hoarding and restroom, lavishing their evanescent i iad on as and oe alike? We eats not - 
7 look again, in our time, on the likes of © Rae Si. 8 


BE, THAT YOU MAY DO : 
> —Sartre 9° 
- DO, THAT YOU MAY BE. 
~  ., Camus - ae 
_DOBEDOBEDO: | 
. _ Sinatra ee a 7 


. - > But] digress. Suffice it to say that High T Thefarie, even as we, had its Golden Age of: Graffiti Purposeful , 
'” Graffiti, of course—you will recall, among many, the plain powerful statement by the Sons of the Boar, to. ah, 
| be found on p: :65 above, where. the boar emerges from the graffito that says just that, in a notable mingling aes 
of [1] artistic thrust and [2] political daring. And it is just those two characteristics, rarely found so early as: | 
“the Boar Graffito [it dates from XV/583, during BREAKOUT], that distinguished Thefarien Graffiti of the: 
-. Great Age, the late the.late six-teens and early -twenties. Not just in the small bits, the odd x VJDAS 


RENU and CVER MUALVENU. on the tombstone in Vei, the slashing SELVANS. 


SANXUNETA CVERA bumed into a bidet in Clus—no, far from it. There were extended forms as ~ _ 


‘well, among which is the astounding Spiral Scratch from the TermHouse in Tummling, which galvanized 


dsp that Summers of 616, to assemble his loyal [and ill-fated] Pent-Plus at the Closeted. Cabal. and form 


the pee for that ultimate wild-X MAG Chase, .LastQuest ica Consider the aca monument: 


For High Thefarie, wath its five principal points of the compass, this is rather inaccurate, but it’s close. 
enough for the point at hand, arid I wouldn’t ‘want to be aa ‘More on directions aver time.. oe there be 
one, 
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 - @UuX IxaTeVR beont @uLven} eo 


| (To o decipher: oh at upper right | and read widdershins till centeri is reached. ae . 


2 CAUOAS Tue]. AVILS bb ys 

- XIMEM CASEJALE LACEG HEVN AVIL- : 

 N€GL MAN MURINAGIE FALZAQ]. cc, 

~.. AJSERAS IN-ecS mene MLACCEMARN | 
TU). TIM xIMEQ CASEJALO LACO © 


fete 


- MARICL MENITLA AFERS CJALAG 
- xXIMEM AVILSX ECA cepeN TUE]U_ 


“zac, AM AR 


: Wondrous, ‘no? The blend of anitieiey Di Politics and High Art—when has it ever been befier done?. The: 
| sidewise references to entrenched power and privilege, the vision of the apocalypse to come.. «and all formed 
“in the spectacular Spiral that Practically Plots LastQuest Piglet! Day a won of wonder! : 


Demonstrate this wonder by a ctiticat faniatica of and eonnienlay on the Spiral - 
Scratch reproduced above. Show how. lurking beneath the seemingly harmless - 
surface meaning, specific political refererices abound, and - ‘identify ‘the |.” 
persons/places/events referred to: Then give.a brief treatment of the plece as High 
Art—the choice of language, the adaptation of sense to form (or form to sense, as. 
you choose), with some remarks on the significance of the Spiral In High Thefarie. 
And any other points of interest you think of. Recall—as you will, of course—that one. 
Thefarien word may offen be the equivalent of several or more in English. 
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8 Little has been said of the Descent to The Pit of the Abyss of the WyrmHole itself. What. remains, after 2 he 
oo all’? osp was, we take it, Transfigured, but only he can know, ‘and his uncertainty is monumental. Under = 
"2 "t. the pressure of SNUIA 4, the Configuratioris of the WyrmHole frittered and faded, and: ‘all he'is left with 20: el 
a is a dream.of a dream, a raddled sense of its pattern. that.sometinies occurs to him just before waking: ok, ee 
a: With the insights of the Goshawful.Gargle, what boons: might sj zot have accomplished, inthat- .° 0 
a . world or in this? But wonders are fragile, even in. High Thefarie, and his net impact on The Scheme of = 838 = = 
 Thngs will be a split tone produced on an ambiguous instrument to mark the {temporary] End of thie World.’ : “2 
| He blewit.  - no - i yom oe 
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High Thefarie Epilegomenoni 4.0 


-EPILEGOMENON — 
_toVersion4.O0 2 | 
(rmeta-M CT A-nera REMARK) . 


It is not for nothing, Cailimich that the last substantive = caiiicn of this Viena concludes with . 


the curious labyrinth given. as the “Configurations of the Wyrmhole." View it in another guise: 


‘Rather ‘oandabout no? Difficult to find. your way furoigh, b hah? in the RW, it was eee qisie 


. accidentally, by the mating of four spirals, and presented here because it showed something about the | a 


present situation of the Knowledge of High Thefarie as presented in the volume before you. | 

Briefly, that Knowledge-is‘a mess,-an agglomeration.of. conglomerations-—-poems,. footnotes, hideous” 
ate. lists, lexical freaks; fonts; examination: questions,graphics. both:apt: sand:inept;all-interpenetratings.::; 
rife with inconsistency. No plan; it just. growed—into an unintentional parody of postmodernism at its self- 


- feflexive,-deconstructive worst. The Chronology instituted in Version 2.2 was intended to give the tyro. . 


-  gome control over the [then tinier] whores but now if’ Ss ' gotten out of hand, and the ‘guidelines are no more " 
_ . than another sector of the Maze. - . 

Pe ' This is to inform you that 1990's. eaieabutiens’ wil be directed to Consistency and Consolidation. 
Farewell to random accretion; This Year We've Got To Get Organized, Wordlists. Gazetteers. Indices. And, — 


~. above. all,.two.radical. reforms: [1]'a judicious. winnowing of. the entire‘crop, mercilessly. ejecting ‘those - 
:'= items—alas, too many—that don't fit; [2] a careful development of such items as remain, filling in details, 


‘removing them from the dread realm of the hypothetical. By term's S end, oe ye a world you and I can. be_ 


- proud of, ‘Ob, YES. Yes, indeedy. You can count on it. 


| | Or pape n not, 


24 August 1990 
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c High Thefarie Preface 5.0 , 


PREFACE. 


to. Version on 0. 


This’ version ought to embody The Grand Beek arooult The Ultimate Codification, the e Maxima m Axe of old Bie 
° a a ee Oefariei, raised at last to fiveness, quintessence, penthousery. ° ae 
—- Instead, we have a desperate slide for life, an abdication of the fitting resetting. a ‘ate distribution and: a. idea ‘and: a i 
oa promise of revision: I can plead, of. course, hideous tribulations, but I always Plead those, and, anyway, the plea . oe : - 

2 fools nobody. .- | : 7 
7 So what yaw! shall contemplate here, you denizens of thie 1991. campaign, is not a revised text, no indeedy, and a. 
*. hardly at all an approach to anything like system, but a quite unassimilated UpGrade [sic] to what might as well be __- 
" termed -version 5.0, Said UpGrade consists largely of an approach to The Map and the Troubles of the ‘early. - 
| XV/620's. That is to say, all the accretions and creations of Fall 1990: And, even as those before yaw, yaw io a 
'. “'putit together. yourselves. Next year, I've got to get organized. ‘But you know that... : ot 
” :** One bit of explanation: In. 1990, there were two, count ‘em, two sections of P/G. One a writing section, ‘even ‘ag et so 
"+ this; the other, a “theory” section, where the texts were gone into in depth and, god save us all, examined upon. This’: =.” 
"+, necessitated rather different Terminal Praxeis, but even the theory people. had to cope with High Thefarie: The: :” . 
' -writers were:examined on. The War Between, The Sexes:.the theorists. on that War's climax at The Battle of - 
” "Bowre: Hence the’ ‘pidliferation:Of-maps;and chaitsyand:questionsAThe'lD- ‘questions:were:strictly-for-thé writers: 3.8." 
_. “And the whole mess 1s now for — to figure out, assimilate, and alia ad in a cluting a frenzied. three hours at Zs 


term-end.* 


__ '. Once upon a time, High 7 Thefarie was a simple es eousisting of ten poems, a rough map, an sienaais stout aA 
Waco derelict named Elmo Utterly, and a page. of untranslated Sanskrit. But this is not. the Spring of 1978, and: thiat ‘, . 

_ world has’ become much more.complex. Even as: ours, O Best Beloved. ‘Which means you must scrabble, miist: 

"improvise omniscience, ard all in so‘little time. Which, of course, is the reason for the delays, the frenzy, the 

s programmed panic. Creation, as yawl must have gathered by now, is rarely i if ever a 1 matter of having sufficient, time - 
<e and preparation. The World Is Off The Wall. si 


Ssaicuxe this. word. Nice 2 phrase, that. Here it is in Latin, where the alliteration holds: ae : is > - ae! 


~ TMundus x Maceria 


A eee way, ail this flap, to g0 to Seri) ‘But necessary flap, or all this wouldn't be here at al ont R ; ae 


| reflect ‘on es last clause; ‘it could drive ai mad. AS. it has ar Read it in n B90 health. . 


> ‘ieligl 1991 
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A presentation of this item, at this all-but-illegible size, may seem pointless.. But, on balance it should be as 
well to have it around, bound within. the body of the SSW [the Slightly Sacred‘ Writings], if only: so that the harried 
seeker after truth may not, at the very moment of achievement, suffer a disturbing lack. Don’t bother to thank 


Osp; it’s the way he was raised. A kind and gentle time, no less. And there should be a usable map in your 
possession somewhere, anyway. 
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High Thefarie 47 


- Chartsptel 


Goodnéss sracious, CARISSIMAE/L 1 aise have we here? Is it—can it possibly be—might one hope—YES! it ist 


The oe ever-announiced and ig eel 
Fes | - Wey 


. Imperfect a and picayune, of course. aie: in ‘completeness, certainly. Reft of those -vety items which you wat and 
need Right Now, without a doubt. But still, take it all in all, it has one inestimable advantage over every other © 
_. .” conceivable new chart of High Thefarie, however perfect: 
It is...and they ain't. There will be a short pause for applause... FYou see? One hand clapping does make a sound.] 
* Naw that the tumult has died away, let me descend to specifics: ..- 
: 1. Fora variety of dull reasons, the map you receive is—at approximately 19 the area of the mother. map—both the 
~ largest and smallest practical size. Any larger, and it couldn't be handled in a classroom. under stress; ariy smaller, and 
it couldn't be réad;-in the configuration before you; both activities can be pursued, albeit with a certain difficulty. 
_.. +2, It does not take into account various peculiarities of Thefarien space-reckoning: the seemingly random variations 
in the ZILAC, for instance; the as-yet-impenetrable difficulties of the five-pronged compass, the apparently manic, if 
not maniac, workings of the phenomenon known to us as HIA/TUS. It-will afford you but cold comfort, beset as you 
are, to be assured that these.items will ‘be cleared up in some future edition... therefore, I shall not annoy you with . 
->> Such an assurance. 
- .3° Roads’are not indicated: In-part=but only in’ ‘part-—this i is- due to certain uncertaintiés: attendant: upon: D-above.s: 
_ [They would also. be inevitably confused, at this reduction, wat Rivers.. a not. wholly desirable pitfall for the ie 


Thefariographer.}- 
4. Routes are not indicated. You will not find here, therefore, the rien mesinderings: of the BLB [zBrave Little 


is ‘Band? Benighted, Lackluster Bumblers?] on LostQuest [zLastQuest?] PIGLET, or Eniaca's Mad Dash, or the Enna - 
' Tour, or indeed any of the chuffings up, down, and around that nt) enlivened —to choose a word-—2 sp's ay in the 
' Sacred Precincts. :: | 
_5. Stark inconsistencies, both fepouraphie and sraphic, ‘abound. The semasiological fanctions of type-size, 
_ imperfectly conceived, are even more imperfectly presented.. though a fairish fraction of the cartographical solecisms . 
". . that stud this chart aré due to necessary compromises made to achieve readability at such a small scale. Further, no . 
_. consistent symbolology has yet been devised: How. denote a pleasure-dome, for example? Again, Your Guide Oks 
. to the future...but not the future for this year’s adepts, which is very short. . 
. 6. Sad to say, there have been omissions. Some of these, of course, are due to nnavoidable hitches and glitches i in 
. Ssp's dvdpvyovs—his rememberative faculty, our only fount and source for-all this folderol. But at least one 
sizable group of lacks asserts itself and shoves to the front: Nowhere will you find depicted or inscribed the main — 


sites ofall but the final Principal Operation of The War Between The-Sexes of.Winter 9, XV/622, sites which, by a - 


. ‘positively weird Coincidence;-had-also-Been the subject ofide and-ribald rhyming by:Dsp during: a'failed:theatrical,s: Be 
- tour-almost five pentads beforeé—Mauve Wyvern's disastrous GreaseTrap trip of Summer.2, XV /622. This map - 
: does not—iepeat, DOES NOT— indicate the greedy -clutch.of avid hamlets [no, not him; the tiny towns], tourist 
"fraps all, that cluster about the Fruited Plain at the approaches to the Bowre of Blisse to snare the unwary traveler or. 


Mime Troupe...and to furnish, as it happened, an arena for a WAR. Since some of you will be intimately concerned. 
with this conflict very shortly, Steps Are Being Taken to supply you with an adequate, legible map of the eee of - 


Hs Conflict [no, not the Troupe; the place for the War] on the day that. it is required. . 


~ To sum up: The Map is both too. small and too large; it won't tell you in which direction to 20, ‘or how fe a 


to go; nor what road to take, nor what route anyone else ever took; you.can't reliably figure out even relative size.of 
> cities, much less of any and all monuments, nor can you figure out what those monuments are; and it's so damned 


incomplete that it Ss missing most of the items that you may need.on the single occasion when you'll have to use it. 
Quite an achievement, no? Break open the bubbly, gang: I think we've got a hit on our hands. 


_ TaRce MARILA, 


Owner and Sole Proprietor _ 
after just a few more payments 
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High Thefarie 48 © 


THE pIRGE 


_ AGAINST THE ROAD. 


Official Marcting Moan of ihe 
Mauve Wyvem Mime Troupe 
& Domestic Plumbing Contraction Firm 
The GreaseTrap Tour! : 
“Summer, gia | 


| Weg gag. at a gig at Grimey 


We loathe the thought of ee 


Sa clammy spree at Cer-by-the-Sea 
Creates no conceivable ee” bs 


; We don't oe a ae at jz 


Ora day at the Dome of Doom 
We blanch at one hour of beating the Bowre 


~ Weld. rather rot at home .- 


Sing HO! The ROAD! 7. ee 
_"-.. Where" your-fingers stick » : a ae 
aoe And your bathwater clots 
And the. roaches all have colds. 
Ae Where your pillows prick ~ 
< And your: tongue shows spots. 
: “And your nose grows — and molds 


- We wor't spread cots.at Cmfwyp:. 


- OF parade the plage at Plunge 


Or pose for a peep at Clystered Weep : 


a Or writhe i in the wallows at Grunge... 


, ‘We'll tread ‘no boards at Strifling 
We'll post no bills at Groomb.. 


- We'll kill no king? at Spinot' Ss’ Fling 


is We'd roe rot at home. . 


Sing HO! The ROAD! 
. Where’ your audience shoves 


I This has become the traditional termi for it, given the absolute disaster attendant upon that play’ s—and the 
Troupe’ s—final performance. But it should be remembered that the Troupe was doing repertory, with at least 25 


items it could-perform. Not well, perhaps, bat a iar for rubes on The Fruited Plain. It een tili Brummagem 


that things fell apart. 


2iza perfectly miserable and utterly peas village with the Forbidden Name of Megillah. \t figures. 
3 A stock feature most basic BarrowPlays, not, however, found in any surviving ‘text of GreaseTrap. 
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High Thefarie 48 


“And your shirts. 20 black 
And things came out of the spout 
Where your breakfast moves 
And | your tendons slack | 
And your. spit dries up and out 


| Well. finesse the. crypt at Crodslatch . 
We’ li miss the mounds at Lamorgue 
_ We'll thumb our crotch4 at the Nederheim peer 
And the. Spiky: Shrine at Sorgue: 


s We v won't chiack coins at ‘Trollpool 
Or rappel the Funambel Flume — ~ 
% Or swill like fools at Essenschule _ 

.We'd rather rot at home - 


Sing HO!. The ROAD! 
Where your raitcapes. Teak 
| And your armpits itch 
| And leeches. lurk‘in the sink 
. Where your earlobes flake 
| “ And your blanikets ‘scratch 


And even the. roses stint 


a 4 A ee ‘widespread, but doethelecs very Aiea cae extreme 32 disapprobation, this was also 
. known, at least to members of the Troupe,. as-"Flicking the Wyvern.” "Ga 

- -S These. verses were shamelessly’ adapted. by O Sp—a longstanding self-plagiarist—a few years later, during 
the waning days of the PENTAPOLY Craze of XV/603, ina pitiful ploy to pander to. pope eae ao 


» THE PLAINT AGAINST PENTAPOLY | 


We'll fare noe more-to Enphurli a a3 Pertic well plod no pike to 
Officialdom’s haditsday _- » ‘:. Welack theCommon Touch © 
‘The governnient bureaus:make us. neurose , 1.1 “Sinee.who can-stand the land of the bland. 
eee ond ore a + a Where eriough is way too much — 
We'll beat no path to Bolsena 7 eT ae To Clus no cliffs we'll clamber 
We ain't.no bloody saints: _. "2%. The entertainment's too rough. 
. We get no ease from blistered knees. ~The ersatz sex is slimy with taxes 
- And unrestrained conistraints | ee te The fun aes wort rub off © 
a We'll in no voyage to Véi re ran ae The ganie's not worth the efforts 
| We've shuffed our mourning rig . >", When life goes into eclipse 
_ Somuch en-graving can send us eve -. -" Strain and HIA/TUS switch us and bait us. 
7 er ak a as No crown is worth five trips 
ieee BOO! The GAME! 
Where the hostels seethe’ . 
. And they serve youcrud. - 
‘And riobody shares your toad 
Where it's hard to breathe 
: And theroadsare mud | 
And pedestrians have to be towed 


-There being some justice in worlds; even the world of High. Thefarie, the song failed miserably:-..:°.-- =... 
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from ne 
a. ~ PRELIMINARY STATEMENT - 
“on the Terminal Prascis, 1990 


 Carissmy/ae- —— 


“December again? So soon? Facing the Ultimate Undersling yet: once ore Devising, “ever - devising: still another 
Maddening Maze of Ecstacy for the foolish faithful to tread? Waiting, in shuddering anticipation, for the Oh-Are,. the Onset 


| of Rhetoric. to get me somehow out of this and you somehow into it? Where have all those potentially productive hours: 


ee flown, why am I-still, yet, always, ever arid ever, wrestling with the Highly Improbable to do my shtick? . 


- I mean,. you don't need this; you already have it. It's all here, in the Purple Patches that stud the text above, to which I | 
NOW commend your eager attention. There shall you receive solace;:encouragement, and maybe even some information. . 
a There the scam, there the spiel, there the shill..,but here, merely the information. Take careful note of the rows Points *: 


of Really Basic a haus concen the Fong ae for this year: 


. Ever solicitous of your welfare, Your Guide has pronounced in class the Eff-Cee, or Fatal Commitment: 


This ee 's Terminal Praxis will concern itself with the ins, outs, down, and arounds of: 
- | The War Between the. Sexes! 


2 Not the RW conflict, of course, a titanic tsurris that muist have begun in the primeval c ooze and 


_ continues, in the infinite variety of perpetual parry and theatheleth. thrutht, down to—and ‘doubtless . 
’ beyond—our own day: No, this is that purely Thefarien hassle of Winter 2, XV/622,.a set-to set. affby’ . 


ee Eniaca's Mad Dash from. the Winter Palace to Tummling {to Marzipan House, actually], set forth in the 


i Tiny Hamlets and Such on the Fruited Plain, and set down in the epochal Battle of the Bowre, an upset 


that resulted in Dsp' s incarceration for a Par of pare at Ywis i in iia L, XV i 623. — then, will | 7 


; ‘be drawn from the following areas: 


wee The War—Its Causes: The. Breakdown. in. 1. Sexual Communication in Late-X v 


| The War—tts Concepts: War of Force or War of Ideas? 
| - The War—its Catchwords: Propaganda Supreme | 7 
, : The \ War—tts Clothes: Transexual Uniforms or Uniform Transsexuals’ ? - 
ae The War—its Cadres: Improvised Organization and Tactics in Nonce-Armies. | 


= . The War—ts Course: Around and Around the Fruited, Plain: 


‘ One note fo set your minds at rest: You are, of course, uneasily aware that the conflict, edinananng at 
the Battle of the Bowre, took place mostly in that area, and that you have only the. sketchiest map ‘of 


the-place, a map which says nothing of such important places | as: Grimsby, Thrope, the Dome of Doom, 7 
Cmfwyp, Plunge, Clystered Weep, Grunge, Strifling, Groomb, Spinster’ s Fling, Crodslatch, Lamorgue, 

‘” the Nederheim Notch, Sorgue, Trollpool, the Funarnbel Flume, and Essenschule. Never Fear: Help is 
‘On the Way. You will be provided -with at least-one. detail.map of the area, and possibly: more.. For: -: -- - 
they will be needed, O Best Beloved: Answers to any of the ee will demand constant reference to 


Place. and Places. 
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High Thefarie 50° 


Identification Lists 
from fhe Terminal Prascts, 1990 : 


o, Oindearolidearohdearohdear These aii 1 other less polite vocables were on a Your Guide’ 8 Pangee 
- as he began the formulation of the section and sat-in rapt contemplation of the mistakes of: his 
“past, marveling at the constructjon of the ttuly magnificent corner into which. he had not only 
painted, but also.immured. and ‘locked himself: It was a prospect to turn the hardiest hair: The 
Lollowing topics, by virtue of their prior use, were summarily excluded from the ID lists for this 
“year, 1990: People, Sayings, Places [primarily Buildings], Events, Geographical Anomalies, . 
‘* Occupations, Documents, Groups, Micromaps, Gestures, Architectural Inscriptions, Flora, and 
Fauna; “Don't leave much uncovered, do it?" He recognized the voice of his Worser Self, or 
- Worself, speaking from. the deep hack into which it had voluntarily retired -when it realized that. - 
.'. Your Guide's Better Motives could cause ten times the toruble that it could "Look, me bucko,’ 
you're in a rush. Whyncha try repeatin. one? They'll never know." Guide paled, and bit a | 
.) Knuckle to mask his guilty fascination with the idea. Before him glimmered a vision of ~ 
TIME—Time: UnFettered, Time UnObligated, Time to Think Before. Writing. What if...but No. . 


a “?He eae the Worself: with Q: ‘simple if Pani Sd turned: fo the: ‘Macyand avrie firmly: - 


AA CHILDREN'S TOYS: 


dsp; on virtue of his reconstitution just ‘an ap his. 18th birthday, 1 ‘aiiscd a normal Thefarien 


- * ghildhood.} But he did learn ‘Something of it during his career as doting parent...as doting as the Custom ’ 
ae - of the Country allowed, that i is. [It may: be noted-here that Thefarien younglings were not so much spoilt as 
'. allowed to rot‘on their own; it gave them tone, the. natives averred.] In particular, he became familiar 
— ‘with—though not. favorably inclined to—the rather disturbing panoply2 of playthings so dear to the heart 
_ of-every Thefarien tot. Folktoys all, handmade all, they yet demonstrated that High Thefarie, though it had -- 
“. not really yet attained to the mysteries of mass production, still was second to no RW nation,:no matter 
how advanced, in the positively demonic manipulation of its young through objects cunningly insinuated 


into their affections eunne their Tender Years. Just as you have often thought, © Cc SHSsnyy, ae. 


Barnonciaie the’ breathrand depth‘of sour iiioviteilger ofand: spactilationron tude ret an BNE Ee 


. - phenomena by identifying and describing, quite BRIEFLY, 3 (THREE) of the following | 
12 (TWELVE). selections from the aforesald panoply. Give the provenience If you — 
_ Wish. But DO: comment briefly on the socializing etfect (let's.callit that) of each toy. .- 
on its inevitably EnsQpelicaie’ owner, Be st sure fo indicate the: sex for which each a. 


oe toyie designed. 
: ‘  TanierToas 7, Pot the XACMAX 
; -2. The Gouger! - re  .. 8 The Awry Orrery- 
3... Snarks. & Loaders : : 9..° Sally Porty. — 
4, Shack-in-the-Box _ - 10. ‘Booby & Cain | 
5. The Deal Doll 7 1 Baby's First Still 
-6 Lards ofthe Universe =. =—-:12,.. PyDo’ © 


roa 


1 His childhood i in the RW, however, was stupefyingly normal. As American, in fact, as apple pie—a commodity 


that was rather too frequently in evidence for his subsequent well-being. 
2 He knows that “panoply" means a collection of aims and armor. He stands by his word-choice. 


119 


“Se ey, 


“High Thefarie 50 


ANB: SIGNS & — TINIBOLS: 


_ Even tne most experienced—not to say jaded-—Thefariologist. shudders and starts now.and then, struck »: Shet thee 
once more by the. realization that these beings are Not As We are, that They Are OTHER 3 They 


“look so hurfian, really, atid, come down to it, act so human as well. Never: mind that their superficies ° 
. conceals an oviparous reproductive system, and that their simplest move, however prosaic, however 


Pal humanoid, proceeds from 2: congeries of motives absolutely inconceivable to us Earth-bound types. It has 


been proven that we can ‘interbreed4+ and’ get along pretty well; ae why-—as’ the philosophers say—sweat 


 - it? But one has only to assemble the least bitlets of evidence from that fabled otherwhere to realize that We 
= Wouldn't Do It This Way,-no.matter what farflung non-mainstreamers "We" is construed to include. Who : 


| can ‘understand the mental workings of beings to whom C indicates “ insert operator here" and Q stands for 


"you never loved me"?5 However. Nevertheless, Still, For such understanding, try we must...or rather,. 


try You rust, O Carissimi/ ae, in attending to the first category here, which has just been cleverly - --_ 
©. ‘introduced by. Your canny Guide: The Signs and Symbols of High Thefarie, constituting as they did an | 
ae ee ideographic shorthand which dotted walls, splattered hoardings, studded overgarments, and was even found, 

| among the More conservative members of society, distributed. about the person in tattoos, whether a 


= permanent, ‘fonglasting, or: ‘ephemeral. 7 As -usual,’ you know all this. And so, in ee normal course of ; . 
pee ae ae Course; Carissrmaé/ by you ‘shall regurgitate ‘part of it-to ‘me. 


. 


_ .Below are painted 1 (ELEVEN). of the common saris /simisek most qeauentiy. 
encountered In Laté-XV High Thefarle, and 1 (ONE) which, though from the same 
~ period, is/was quite. unusual—in fact, absolutely recherché, Choose 3 (THREE). Of 
_ these, one must be Personal (ideally, a tattoo), one of the style: Official-Resirictea a 
ee (that is, nof.fo be found throughout HT, but limited to one atea), and-one from the 
| -Official-Ubiquitous category (more. than likely to. occur everywhere, very probably 


promulgated by. TPTB). One of these three should aso be the unisual, not fo say rare; oe 
"| specimen noted above. Identify and describe each &RIEFL Yas to’ Meaning, Locaio 


Lf. . Ale. drea of HT (if applicable), Location: Ls a., where: placed), Date, Material tif 
S pertinent), and importance. Prime among the Items to.bé covered under 
| os, Importance Is, of course, at least one specific instance where Dsp encountered 
. the Sign/Syrnbol in ‘question: But equally, or evén more Important i is your use of these 
to, Well, symbolize the Thefarens' ofherness. Should one chance to look like: 
-_ nS in the RW, a assured that maf ts what it isn't 


he 3 Hardly, of course; in the sopiiiee paiion ‘that the use of this. font might imply. But it's s difficult, even in these 
' * days of oribiting, tomputer-induced. typographical proliferation and sophistication, to secure a font which indicates - . 
intellectual alienation accompanied by 4 slight-but-marked visceral frisson. Possibly a Cyrillic-based font enbled: 


‘OSTRANENJE? Maybe there's: something around and available, now that the Cold War's over. 


~ ~4. To ‘judge from ‘one instance, or rather, the five children born from ‘that instance: the d: $P/Eniaca union. All 
* candor must force the admission that this is not the best grounds for a generalization: We know nothing of the 
-’ hybrids, if any, that might issue-from the conjuction of human female with Thefarien male. The only. recorded 


candidate—the Lady Ed, Cyclist of oe in High Thefarie for.a ay short time, _ appears to have 


. had other things to-do. than couple. 


c 


5 Again, the one instance. And dsp, i In his cups, has — known to aver that a eeinoaiieg which involves five 


divorces, three highly inflammable pamphlets, a peremptory duel challenge, and one war [including a drastic Ritual . 
- Slanging] is rather inadequately filed under “Getting Along Pretty Well." Even in High Thefarie. 


6 Hideously insufficient: translation, of course; they always are. The Oo is found in court reports—known | as 


"offal"—to indicate the formulaic statements attendant upon the Fourth Divorce. The mass of expostulation 
indicated ‘is much less anguished and more anatomical. than.the. English rendering implies. 


q Meeni, osp thinks it was, had a tricolored b 5 prominently displayed right in the middle of her. -but he 


digresses. He will say, however, that he always mionent it a most curious location for a standard le aa 
_ reference. 
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“High Thefarie 50 | 


Oh. A Brace of Points: a. Do recall that None (0) of the Twelve have anything at all to 

do with The Weir Between the Sexes of XV/622. b. Allow Your respectful Gulde to . 
reiterate down here that none of these Indicators have ahyihing to do with thelr RW - 
| counterparts. Visual puns are an occupational hazard ‘of those who ‘operate 
between two culfures, and must be fasisted. : 


vy" ELAM TM RII ann 


OOD AE TA A ny 


i uy! AS aA NAAN ULM a 

= 5. 6 

de. 8. 

9. 10. 
| 
RAARBRARSAASY 

11. 12. 
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. High Thefarte S14 


_LONG QUESTIONS oe: 
“from the o Terminal Praseis, 1990." 


THe, War Bervery Tae Sexes | 


It. was, of course, -a lovely little war: Lovely in its art. it sbeerved the 
| prescribed pattern for internecine conflict almost down to the letter’; Little 
o> >. in its dimensions: neither side was able to ‘muster forces of - more ‘than: 54. . 
—_ combatants on the best days of fighting, of which there were barely more than 
or 52, And ‘Lovely and Little in the way place: and personnel shrank almost ; 
| obligingly to bring about.the epochal Battle of the Bowre with its final single- 
' combat ‘stage.* But, for all that its micropolemic nature, It Was A WAR, and’ | 
eat a. . a chasxthus: deserved your: interest, O.Best Bayes: ‘We: shall. not: Jook.on its UKE sf ee 
. again. But, boy, shall. we look at it now. : 


NB: Before ‘and while answering the. Questions, peruse carefully nee 
ae map of the theatre of War, which you will find, if you follow the’ | 
arrow, overleaf—or at least on the next page--below, dnyway— 
noting that it does NOT, repeat NOT, repeat pe in itsetf indicate a 
_. anything about the War.atal uk 
- . It ls merely a section of your Basic Map, that which would ike to. } 
the far. NW by N, if only the benighted inhabitants had reckoned 
- “direction. in any. rational fashion. They did not, of Course. But it: 
+ ©" :should be €@asy to figure out. And,as you will note, : ties | in OS 
eres. fermorkably with ‘The Dirge AgainstThe- Road, HT 48. 


| As ‘also on “the Basic Map.. distances (mutable: due to the. 
workings of HIA/TUS), are not indicated. Nelther are. roads. 
i Otherwise, one a: useful map. | , a 


= 1 What letter, you may ask? Well, in the Thefarien alphabet, it works out fo about a 12: 
2 The Battle of the Bowre, of course, is not your concern. It has recently been treated quite exhaustively. 


3 


' Recently? Last Friday. Exhaustively?, Your threescore ‘compatriots in ‘ParaGeography had at it in their: 7 


Final Examination. The Materials—at least the Guide to the Bowre ane its ee accompany this 
screed in an appendix, or something. 
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_W it was, of course, a lovely little war. cand even, iiongh naa in the Hin subtle facets it it ane to the: . * 
_ stadent of polemology, it was the-result of a Big Idea- whose time had come...and, indeed, gone,-long..... 
‘before the conflict that it engendered had gotten much of a start, leaving the bemused, indeed stricken, . 
| participants to soldier on to the bitter end. It was, to be quite accurate about it, a war of many ee a, - Fie x 
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It was, of course, a lovely. ‘little war... The two sexes, “Of course, express themselves differently.. biti inthe -. . 
_ same words: & sp, in his admittedly biased-and downright deceitful account of the war's beginning [HT 28, °. 
'p;.46-7], puts the source of the War Between-the Sexes*down- to -Eniaca’s misreading’ ofa. pamphiet* vy tentt 
_- improbably titled THAT WAS NO LADLE, THAT WAS MY.KNIFE, but the world knows the minimal truth- . 
content ‘of that account... though, actually, t the world doesn't, not a really, It is ce to you to a the whole i 
_ ridiculous mess. ) | , 


Tell the real, the untold fale of the Cosus Bell, ‘from Enlaca's point of view, Aoting that | 
. all might yet have been avoided had: It not been for the Grimy Encounter. at 
a _ Grimsby, which provoked the Ensuing Foofaraw, which...but why. am [ doing your: 
werk for you? Cite at length at least one of Enlaca's $ documents on the sordid : 
aes subject, lraes ihe Foofaraw, ff necessary. ; 


oe of which pared around to cat but all of which contributed to the disturbance. 


IL i was, “of coiirse: a lovaly little war.. possessed of a content of sheer bitterness and spleen ihat has rarely’ 1 

. been matched: i in infinitely larger, moré universal conflicts, This derived, doubtless, froifi its well-nigh “| 
_ personal origins: We must never forget that individuals are really much easier to hate than ‘groups, the | is 
evidence of racism to the contrary. And’ Wars, of course, proper Wars, require villains to serve as foci for. - 
communal animus, to unite the splayed hatreds of one side into a healthy, productiye loathing for the other? -~.. . 
Nowhere is this better seen than in the‘Ritual Slanging at Cmfwyp early in the War, where Eniaca and ao yl 
*- &sp teed off on one another.in a series of: vituperative invectives that galvanized their forces As OS. - | | 
_ claimed later, -he didn'texpect’to ‘come out ‘of it-smelling“like a’Rose* Trough translation: but: never:mind} 23379 = we 
~ but hardly anticipated slinking away redolent with the stench of a Chthonic Jacketch. To have each of his. - oes 
- shortcomings delineated, in detail, for the presumed information and undoubted Seige of. the inhabitants of 2 : 


| Pick 3 (THREE) of the Big Ideas, the lofty generallties for whieh ihe small arrnies ee | 
fighting and dying, ‘and show thelr various applications to what was, in the last - 
| analysis, a disturbing physical set-to. You might include: Reason, Religion, Freedom, 
aoe Equality, Double-Entry Bookkeeping, or any of the others.. just so long as you detall : 
= their Impact on the landscape. | Don't Eee to cite from at least: one 3 contemporary 
- ae % 7 oo 


_ the hamlet of tilde well, that was more Geese a bit much, As yo enow:< 


ne Give the paricdGe ¢ of the Ritual Sandia at Cintwyp, which ended in the utter ruin of” 
“at least one admittedly shaky reputation and of a rather. charming—if 

“1. unpronouceable—village. Give the particulars of at least one, well, Bill of Particulars. 
ane 7 Trace onneye: $ devastation Info the ae countryside. : 


TV. It was, of course, a lovely little war...in fact, it was ‘downwright charining. Pice culottes, of course, = ae 
may not: strike us as the proper underpinnings for a male army, even such.a pickup army as the ragtag-and-. 7 
bobtail mob that  s1p assembled -at Tummling that snowy week, but they fit well within the Thefariens’. 
dominant culture-patter, which prescribed cross-dressing for most public functions—notably, among the: - 

" areas of experience covered by The Yellow Book, the drama. Osp may have been grossly out of shape, . < ; 


but he had been an actor of some standing, arid carried the pose off fairly well. Of course, there was the 


incident at Strifling, where he ‘nearly choked.on his wig: And his bustier did keep slipping down.’ It must*- | 


be admitted that Eniaca, trim as ever, cut a-‘much better figure 1 in her stylishly bagey.. -well, lets. call it a 
sack suit. But neither, the two wore what we would call normal costumes. 


af 
124 


. ’ 
‘ . . . s ‘ sd * : . A . 
: a coe i . 2 se MR . * 
. . = " = i . 
i > . fork : . ‘i ae ; é ‘ * 
iy See * « . . . z . ¢ 
. is 7 . . - + be : es Be * ‘ 
. c= ee if 3 fe 7 ; 4 a . < 
Pe * ” 2 . . . = . > Fen . 
: a , ~ ‘i . . be 
: . . : ; ie on \ . x : 
- F é F ’ . 7 . 
% . 
: ss ‘ . , R é , ‘ . 
. A i . 
. 
J 4 


| 


; 
. . 
. . +; a Yok 
7 mn F + 


. : 
¥ * Z 7 | 
z 4 3 ry 
A : 


- 


| 4 Eas Thapats 510 


Comment at length on 1 the nature, specttics, and effects: of the improvised. battle- , 
garb of the two armies, and show how: this: seemingly ‘minor lem (viewed against 


forget the sad straits into which It cast the population around Thrope, and Indeed as ; 
far seaward at Cer. If you have time, discourse on the colorful, if overtly skimpy:, = 
native costume at Sorgue and the confusion it produced among both sides, and 


- speculate on the causes of Dsp’s. utter lack of acumen—and, cians ‘of SINS) ee < 


: sense—in outing! himself for the fidid dutside ee 


7% It was, of c course, a lovely’ little war.. managing, in vate of its size, i effect serious inroads on the three - 


_ fundamental Thefarien—and, indeed, ‘human—necessities: (1) Food, (2) Structure, and (3) Sex. Most native 


commentators on the Thefarien psyche specified them i in that order; thus.tempering our amazement at ‘what. ° 


- we like to think of as "essential humanity” with uneasiness at. what we regard as the inversion of items (2) 


and (3).:But we might well rethink our priorities. If the SexWar's pent of pents ‘teaches us anything, itis 


ee on oe 


Grand Strategy, that is} had mere: than alittie: to do-with the War's outcome: NOETO we oe 


this: Potentially ravening dedicated heterosexuals.can endure a great while of enforced: ‘starvation and celibacy a. : 


_ without - complaining:..but they: absolutely have. to as who's in charge, and where. they, single 


individuals, Fit Into ie Scheme of ae “: 
 jdeal picture, the structure if you will, of two. most unprofessional armies, and show. 
-- the hideous results, especially in the Mountain Expeditions and the*double disaster’. 


. af Nederhelm Nofch. And. do try to answer the fundamental Suen, dale Who - 
_ was In a What good did it do? | : | 


VE: It was, - of course, a lovely little y wat, pursuing its limited. isis round and round the alinoat - 


“intimate confines, warwise, ‘of the Fruited Plaine, ‘touching | on what proved to bea really suprising variety — 
_of ndscepe and dangers, As has been said, we Shall iam the ase are. hanna i a its like - 
_ again. - ae Siy Pa a8 a . Sat <3 


Utlize official ddocurnenis: and: your staggering iriowiedce fo rene the’, well teed POE a i: 


Bey? 


ee Sa 


- ; ey is principal Spatcions of the War Between the sexes, with ee attention’ : ye ee 


-” to the pattems described, all unwittingly, by the armies, who missed as often as they =. 
|. -Clashed, Diagrarh and describe at least one battle; The Flume would be nice, butls = 
Ss by. no means.mandatony: Liven your accountwith. Intimate. encounters and. hitherto. « arty! 
ae unpublished; or at least not widely kniown, documents. Figure out, if you can, whet. . : 
_” strange-concatenation-of events managed to lead two equally weak forces to the 
subiime.inappropriateness of the Bowre of Bisse. Discourse. if yeu! wish. on War as Qa 
Moral Substitute for. ors 
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QU ESTION | 
“from ihe ultianate Gocmmination, 1990 


‘ 7 same at ye Rotors of Blises : : : 


fell Fiveday, the: day of The Battle of the Bowre, i Is the subject of your Ultimate Examination. 


_ Gestummelte Gazebo by the Right, or odd route, or the left; or even. ‘Each place with its own frisson, 
some delicate and some...well, not sO delicate, But I digress; why do I go on telling you things you know? 


_ And yet, to jog your memory, I have supplied you. with a key to the NINETEEN STATIONS. 


. play, unworthy of a Great Event such as this: No, indeed. You shall rather delineate the five last stages of 


. the tattered rémnants of both sides in the: SexWar together in this of.all places, what joking destiny it was 
i Battle, what deviousness of determinism.. nie such i is ‘hot your concem. You, of course are to: 


i Take the Five ©) Final & Canonical I Stoges of the- 
a ‘Final Battle in Bowre of Blisse: 


. Evitcdlonest - 
Encroachment - 

- Entrapment | 
Enchantment 


Endg ame — 


ee ) Resign each aii of the conflict to: its Henly 
2 + 9 9. 5 * jronical place on the diagram supplied, and tell - 
ae briefly what it was, and why ironical. For TWO (2) of 
the stages, Endgame and one (1) other, Go Into | 
Detail. Retum the een with youl examination 
booklet. | 


-TURCE aes 
dsp 
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The Bowre of Blisse might best be: seen as a. wcombinausa of oe park {though the Thefatiens son: ae 
. not have comprehended the term], holy precinct, courtship manual, allegorical landscape, and concretized’ - 
fertility ritual [® sp's term for it once, on suffering a very painful fall from the Gazebo). With allthese * . ae 
“loads of significance, it still managed to be a rather pleasant place, save on the fell Fiveday in Wintery: | 


XV/622, when The War Between the Sexes came to its ridiculous, but utterly final, conclusion..And that a ues 


a, a You have been supplied below with a diagram of the Bowre. Not of the Battle, but of tie Bowre. ‘The : . 
oe see Sace" nithbered'spois aré; Of coursesthe: principal attractions of that fabled‘spot: but not-tourist-attractions.. Ohy:-! =... 
. my, no. These are thepoints’to"be-touched by initiates: swhether they attained to*the’ mystic joy of the“. * > 


‘YOUR TASK TODAY i is not to set forth the wellknown alracuans in: the Bowre: such would be child's ek 


| the Final Battle of the War Between thé Sexes, where: certain. of ‘those attractions found themselves ~ : 
- employed, by a mad historical irony, in the deadly struggle between. those two. groups of, well, -humanity. ~~ | 
' which it had ever been the Bowre’s function to, er, bring together. What accident of fate.it was that brought Gs 
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that pitted.the lone leaders, Eniaca Omniversant and osp, together in the ultimate stage et the Final. = 7 
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“KEY to the PRINCIPAL ATTRACTIONS _ 


[Ié was seas reriarikeb¥é, , opined Be ép——a ghee Spiner, ey the way how t the. 
- -established nicknames of existing topographical phenomena proved to be quite. 
: accurate, if skewed, summaries of what occurred in each during the Battle itself. 
“ But ye Bowre had ever ca ae ies id double-entendres—where Desert 
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‘The Bi-Gated Entrance, giving, ¢ of course, on the highly inajificait esplanade. 
“and the utter profusion of lubricious iii eee are none ‘of it indicated heres | 
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‘The Minor Maze of introduction. 


‘Thet Pauiserie that Refleshes, : 


: The Wetted {zWhetted?] Whink- - 


: The Casizal 1 Inspectory, also know as me Lair of the Lozenges. 
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ry 


The Passionate Plong [as i in Faerye, the 8 is soft 0 is. es long: in fac) 
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The Rivalet of A Rapeare, or Inlet of Indulgence, tqven: what is ita an inlet front) 
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‘The sinuous slither. 


° ‘ 


“The Waited At Comer.” 7 


a re 
. S 


‘ The ePiped Rauntch., 


e 


The Machinatory } Posi tion. : 


poe 


The Sensual Snuggery. 


eee 


The Cautiotis FootBridge o over the Rivulet. 


“The Lone FileTree. .: 


‘The. eax Allées. : 


‘The Téte-d-Tete-a-Tete-a-Téte. 


The Narrow Defiling. 


oc 


The Bowre inpiones eis with the Gesturimelte Girsbo,, 


{Nicknames all, bringing a leer tothe lips of the instructed. Oh, for shame] | 
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High Thefarie 


To forestall utter despair, he. 
refers you to the principle of 
VPATVYHIYH [ie., Various. — .. 
Places About The Volunie.: ce 
_ You Hold In Your Hand]— = 

but especially the solace'found °. 
‘> “in-thequite-highly, rhetorical . 
section High Thefarie 35 [pp. - 
70 ff.]: Also, do not forget, of 
course, the protestation way 
‘back, the "Open Letter" | 
_: sthiling at youinHigh = 
_. Thefarie 5 [p. 7]. Comfort,. .- * 
‘confidence, faith in your utter. 
- command—all this is to: be. 
. found there in plenty... ae o 
even if much Aid is not... - 


: =". No-apologies this time. It's 
late, but Your P & G a. c 
the cartridge, swallows-lead, 

powder, and plug, and grins. 

“his normal _bullet-biting grin... 

... Unsaid will be all his 

+ “> woefiilness, ‘hissmyriad ._ 

.. explanations, his promises, 

_ and his Declaration that this i is 

the Last Edition of | 


: @efarien’ Materials. 
- Though, ‘at least. in this format 
of constant accretion and thus ~ 
: confusion, itis, “And, NEXT ©. 
“YEAR, never this year, he's. 
.. really going to get, organized. . 
= “Cut. Paste. Burn: In fact; 
. . write'two books to make the - 
course viable. ‘Sure he will: 
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| With such cheerless words; 
Your P&G leaves you to his ~ 
| own devices. | 
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= But there's stil this year. to get. 
. ~ through, and ‘he senses a: 
certain panic among yaw 
How, yaw] may be about.to 
ee are we to use this book?” 
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trom the — 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Terminal Peoaseis, 1991 


: Carissimae/ — 


It keeps coming | around. ; 

-I mean, the necessity for year-end Rhetoric, for a highflown ee of words to pipe you aboard the ulimate sloop as it 
slouches, toward the horizon. Something about getting you in‘the mood. ~ . 

| Not that awl really need mood music. The ‘Panic level compares favorably with past pear? there were levels of frustrated 


infraction of what are—I-confess it—purely arbitrary rules and regulations; 1 damn and destroy. at my whim; freremble! 
Pay no attention to ~~ po cea the curtain. -but do Pay attention to the following... 


. Bee solicitous of your ‘welfare, Your Guide here pronounces in class the Rff-Cee, or Fatal Commitment: ; 
_This-year's Terminal Praxis will concern itself with the-ins, outs, down, and arounds of the city of Clus. 
_ As you well know, it was hardly. dsp's favorite spot, but sported {there is no other verb] for: him, more. _ 
than a tinge of absolutely ineluctable futility. At age'22:in:577, he underwent the trauma of his. first 
“V@LxXeS, or honeymoon, in those purlieus, and bore the scars for the rest of his life, especially” 
through his relationship[s] with Eniaca, whom the mere name of SAL CLUVIENAS, "Sal from . 
Clus," could still send into a towering rage nearly fifty years later. Also, the unexpectedly ‘violent. 
: reception of his lecture on the History of Drama at the Cluvian Men's Institute in 598 left him battered’ 
-.-’,and bruised almost beyond recognition, burning to Get Quit Of Town, even to Go On Tour. But what you are 
: to consider is the Clus-of.another-time,, .the Clusin which dsp: ‘foiled.and:failed«in-his: earlys 30's; frome: 
his arrival after the Enna Tour in mid-585, until the crash.of Worlds in Collusion in 587,. through’ his .. - 
'~’ checkered string of. underachievements as es SPY. | fulltime re and C oc knows ~~ 
Pa what else. | os : 


And goal: i naw what alse O Best <eBelved: Which i is is why yawl will dig i into your memory. ana 7 


mn 4 intensity last Tuesday that delighted my conoisseur's sensibilities. I must watch out, of course, for my [really undeserved] - 
-". reputation as a pedagogical. pussycat, some complaisant academic Garfield who is all purr and no claw. Now hear this: Iam. - 
osp, the Great end Terrible, possessed to the. power to hurl you,-one. and all, to a Gehenna of my choice for the slightest’ 


v 


| or come ede sine 0 on re justly fabled. mee for the baser passions of High oe : 


[Let’ S hear it loud). 


‘The /PLBASURE- ony of 
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|The P leasure ‘3 ort, lust 


DELIVERIES IN REARI 


~ Every land of | repression, and all tance « are such, needa a safety-valve, a mauve-light district, ‘. 


a.spot for the the unspeakable to take place. The.ancienit Greeks had Corinth; we have Paris, or - 

ee Vegas,0 or-—for some—even Austin; the Thefariens had Clus. A city of infinite’ variety; which 
: prehistorically. had picked up the slack—and slack it was, very—when Bolsena went under, -. . 

which brandished its triumphant ticklestick at the moralists and provided It All...at a price, 


of couirse.:As you will proceed to show in your treatment of anything and everything. about that: 


eae city. in the’ turbulent late-mid 580's. You know, of. course, all there is to know about it, the.” : 
_ structure. of the city, its governnient, ‘its. architecture, its: sociology, its admittedly rather: | 


disgusting’ insights into the human heart. And, of course, you know all there is to about the most ° 


‘disgusting human heart in the place in those’ years, that of d Sp. Fish out of water isn't the’ 
term; I mean, what did that miserable poseur know about ‘pleasure, joy, or fun? Dour 
«~ Dionysius; ‘they ‘called: him,:and. they were'right. 'Oh,:so. right. Better; he should. have. been... 


But no... I shall not let petty concerns foul the pure matter of this notice, much as 1 ache ti: 


- Simply let me say that you will receive, to facilitate your ‘Long. Answer, a map of Clus 


| (including the Labyrinth), a detail ae of cae rn a, and Seven [7] Questions 
~~ Which will involve... a | 


‘Please io t interrupt. 
“and Seven’ 71 Questions, which will involve... 


T heard that!. “Why Seven [7] Questions about this base-5 land, aie ‘normal Terminal | 


_Praxeis show only Six [6]?” I’m ashamed of you. Have you forgotten the Mavens? 


” What Mavens? Why, these ieddale of course! : 


Tiedeoeenea erratum: in Pevtitive Chronology, for some inexplicable reason, under | year 597 {et. 42], 


. there has been found the astounding note: "O $1) employed as lobby-sweeper in Capitol at Clus." Clus?! As. - 
‘ every Thefarien child knows, and the text*to' which this:entry refers makes quite clear,-the Capitol-is at: Enphurht, {++ 
am sure that you. caught the fluff automatically; I merely put it on record here for the sake of the unlearned who will 


come after. [Addition 1993: The correction has, of course, been made. But let this stand to show the dangers of 
insuring veracity in research.] . 
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Do these august glowerers strike no responsive chord? None at all? What is one to-do in ‘these 
degenerate. days? a a : | | . * 


[ really...oh, all right, just this once. rit get down on all fours and explain: But you'll hate 
_ yourselves, I promise. What could you be thinking of? Nothing much, doubtless. - | | 


The Coven of the Seven Mavens, those very strange birds, is the Ruling Power in Clus. It. 


“regulates the City and all that there proceeds. How? Why? Their accession to power is lost in 
the mist, probably back in the Third Round. Are they eternal/immortal? ‘Do they replace 


themselves at stated intervals? Theories abound, but the matter is still sub judice, and there it 
will remain. : | 
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Anyway, the Long Questions on the Terminal Praxis, from which. ya wl are to make yaw!'s . 


momentous choices, will be keyed fo the powers and paves of the Pe As follows, reading 
from large to small: | ; | , 


Marvin: The MaxiMaven, or Ravin’ Maven: Grand Administrator, ‘Keeper of the | 


| Keys. Especial Area: Pleasures of the Flesh. 


Melvin: The MajorMa ven: Inspector/Assa seiiénaiar of Public Buildings— | 


_ and all buildings, in Clus, are Public. Especial Area: Architecture. 


‘Mervin: The MirrorMaven: Grand Sultan of Seem. Especial. Area: Represen-— 


tation in all its forms, including—oh, yes—ihe Drama. 


| Calvin: The ManicMaven: Observer-General of Aberrations. Especial Area: — 


- Dreams and intelligence-Gathering, which is. to.say, Spying. : 


7 Ruthven [pronounced ROO-ven|: The MinistriMaven: Preserver of the Rights 


and the Rites. Especial Area: Religious Ritual. And the Archives. 


oe ; . Kevin: The MinorMaven: The Overseer of Small Business—~and all business, in 


Clus, except. for government, is Small. Special. Area: Service. Professions, 


aA Alvin: The MiniMaven: Commissar of fortuitous. accidents. and minor blessings. 


‘Special, Area: Correct ‘Change. An all that that piece means. . 


I trust that the x ‘mere recitation a the Seven end their provinces, as one anda ht say, will j jog 


_ your memories, téeady you for the assault on . Clus, For which see pimeeety set ole hie arie 
8 . And other aaa po ee | 


i A ies befare I 20. Recall: the. ancient tale that Gis the Mavens, to te notre but age PERT “ceils: small © ~ 
within large. Untrue, but maybe’ not groundless. Seven into Five won't’ Boe -where did ‘they come from? Remember the 
Forbidden Sane, i acics since time. out of mind: | oe Se a : 
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| - Identification Lists : 
“from the 2 Terminal Poaseis. 1991 


Another year, another search for impedimenta, for those almost subliminal items that yet lurk. 
at the edges of: your consciousness, ready to be poured upon the page. The search, let me say, | 
 . becomes increasingly centrifugal. Mainstream was left in the dust a year ago, at least, and WE, 4 
~ now fare to the Wilder Shores of Trivia. As you miay see from below: 


AT HOLIDAYS = 


| fous noted a in his time in n High Thefarie that the place seemed positively beset with festivities 
las and small. Not only were the five days of the regular pent spattered with madly recurrent occasions for 


REXIUMUNONA, or regulated release, but the year was a clogged minefield of Memiorials, "| 
Celebrations, Carnivals, Rituals, Feasts, Festivals, and what have you. As often as OSp pondered on tee 


.- this—generally whilst standing in-line, waiting to "participate" in-some.manifestation or other of Carnival, 

FL ne hom DS votionyorwhatevers-he:cameto the-same conclision:The-Cyclic.structure. of. Thefarien existence, . 
_ _ culminating as it did at Cyclend i in ‘a disastrous -attrition of national’ memory,” obsessed’ the’ colléctive 

-Thefarien psyche, which, fearing ‘everything might ‘be forgotten, “set aside Holidays for each ~ - 

item/person/event it wanted to remember...and even some'which,-on'thé whole, it would have preferred to 


forget. Well, possibly. In anycase, the forest of festivals burgeoned to the point where it was only. aftera S 
half-century of standing: in line, and dancing, and exchanging gifts, and planting things, and ingesting” es 


‘nutritional disasters perpetrated only once a-year, that dsp could feel. his way around the: boobytrapped _ 
' calendar with knowledgeable resignation, if not confidence, You, in fact, O Best Beloved, ‘know the High. 


Points of the Thefarien year better, than he ever did.. -which you will now demonstrate i in erappling with the: ~~ 
ens ae * eo ad ts Se ee ee ee ee 


: Select 3 CHREB): Identify them each as to time (what season’), reason (what do ry 

~ .” Gommemorate, or promise, or.. you get the Idea). place (if applicable; ‘this for local . 
~. Holidays), and then—fhe heart of your treatment—furnlsh a blessedly: bilef 

_. description of the principal events that pent distinguishing this fest from all | 

"- others. 


: (Only two: of the folowing soy the ways are: aasciiied pray wit Cus ‘But you ae ‘ 
ae know that | : 

_1. The General Bountification “7: Cutlereve. 
2.” Shrivé’ en. | “" "8. ‘LeapDay - 

Le ImageTide os...  " 9: Dependence Day . 

_ 4. Shikanerei 10, Schnoffime = _ . 

6. Siosht = 1, The Annual Deflation 
6. 


Tawdry Twoday - | ee Se dD: Curseday : 
ae PRECIOUSSSSS 7 
| "WHAT HAS IT GOT IN ITS POCKETSES?” | 


T quote from another troglodyte, in another world. One. who was. trying to win a. game, and thereby: - 
preserve whatever he/it held most dear. Even as yawl, Carissrmae/), even.as yawl. Except, of course: 


1 vou may treat any of the five principal Sloshes, or even one of the myriad lesser Sloshliks. 
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High Thefarie 54 il 


This.is not a fictional riddle-game, but RW Life, where the Rule of. acc? holds; and your futuré may 2 


well depend upon what you hereinafter indite. . 

Yawl are no Gollums. I know that. But I know;: ‘too, that:Yawl:-know what > sp had-i im: hist spockets" Hts 3 
on that fateful day in XV/586 when his career in espionage hit rock. bottom, as: recorded i inh T 33, AS_ 
usual, ‘all orifices, ‘crevasses;“niches, and nooks in his costume—the somewhat: voluminous’ Cluvian 
streetwalkers caftan, the one with ‘the interesting cutouts~-were crammed with stuff, [There exists no better 
word for the odd amalgamation of strange items secreted about his person.} Yes,. Stuff: Some of it may © . 
. have: been, in fact was of prime importance to his halting ‘occupation as spy; but ari equal proportion of the- 


mess was connected with Something Else. Anything Else. Or Nothing In Particular: Packrattery, or. ‘ 


- Terininal Accumulation, remained a disease which he could not shake, no. matter. how hard he tried. AS hard 
_ as yawl. shall ity, oh Carissiny/ ae, to tell me about it in the course of the next half hour. | 


‘Below o are. y pictured 2 CWELVB of the tors tt that cluttered osp's s ‘pocksts" on that oo 
frustrating day. in Winter}, XV/586, cis he shuddered on the cold corners ofthe. 
Downtown Sharping (sic) Section of Clus: Of these, 6 (SIX) relate intimately to his work 
_ {sic) in ésplonage; 3 (THREE) to other projects that he hdd in mind, or even (Vety. 
vaguely) in hand, and 3 (THREE) can only be said to be disgustingly. personal. 

_-Choose 3 (THREE) for your knowing treatment: Of these; 1 (ONE} musfbe spy-telated, 


«OS 
4, 
: a 


personal. ‘Identify and describe each BRIEFLY: What was it? How. big was it? Of what ° 
material(s)? How was it, well, used?. What: was its ultimate effect fon dsp. on 
something or someone else, whatever)? What became of Ht? : 


DO REMEMBER:. "Pockets" is really no feim for the: niches: nae the ees in a 
Cluvian Caftan, there Is room for any item that can be stashed under.the seatofa *. 
. RW 747; ‘not more than one of. the larger items, of course, and even that one may — 
make the. ‘wearer/shlepper hideously. uncomfortable. out "pocketsize" would run . 

oe considerably larger than in yawl's word. ‘Pictures of these Items do not saad se, 
not even: relative size, which Is hence Be ca AS: Is material, 


2. | ry 
“Answers have Consequences—Direct Consequences.” 
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oe LONG. QUESTIONS 
ee the Terminal: Poascs, 1991” 


oe Clusian Soinwea 
Oh. Do be care Ful to: en ter through t the - 


— PLeRASURR PORT - 
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- Quite a place, Clus, Perched proudly i uneasy: cliffs that shoot skyward, ‘wholly inexplicably, from thé 


quag ‘and mire. of the Nixiheim Fens, it lures the feckless Thefarien, ON. pleasure bent. That's ‘what it's there . : ~ 


for: Pleasure. ‘Pleasure’ its stock, Pleasure its mode, Pleasure its means, 
And: Profit its goal. The Maveiis see. to ‘that. _ e 
’. . Bear this .in mind as you wrestle with your an g Qiuestioun of ciples ‘You will bé 3 given the Seven = 
+” Stops that & sp made during that Hell. of a day in Wintery, XV/586, already mentioned in.A:1 above, . 
“when his career in espionage hit rock bottom, as recorded in HT 33." Each Stop, hard though it may be h 3 


to believe it, coincided with the administrative area of a different Maven, and these odd birds occurred in in. 
order of size, | 


Choose 1 (ONE). Consider the structure “hore referred to, the. Beeeceee 
- evidence there mentioned, and present. the place, and its relation fo Clus and osp.. _ 
_ in detail for the delectation. of the unlearned. {This may—i shudder to say It—invoive 
a narrative...though it need not, and I'd be as happy If it didn't. Not that you'll be~ . 
docked for storytelling should you tell one. Of course not. Would Ido that to you?) 


You fealize what this means, don't you? For the first time in some Yeats, the answers In 
this section of the Terminal Praxis will be longer than the questions. 
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I. Morning, First Hour: Os stops, with a heavy heart, at the No Free Lunch Jollities. Lays wreath on: 

stairs, has cup of Sfuss, goes upstairs to talk with the denizens, who have oe Bacal in a fwist over a 

" new directive on the Performance of Fleshly Pleasure promulgated: by: / 
the Keys, Sympathizes, borrows feather boa, moves downtown. 


: i. PreNoon, Second Hour: >sp checks his sitass to take a. ook at the Mes of Passi ion, now undergoing _ 
extensive repair and renewal. Reads the Statement of Intentions and Building Permit promulgated by Melvin. 


a ceatainly needs. more al beta a moves on, 


| II. ‘PreNoon, Second Hour. Half: Sess peers in to The Green Gaiety, the theater dark this pent of pents. 


_ Notes, with a chill at his heart, the Official SDN [ShutDown Notice} signed by Mervyn The MirrorMayen, n, 
Grand Sultan of Seem.- Notes disgusting condition of SuckSlot, and thinks, not for the first time, that™ 


Thefarien drama is too damned traditional, and all because. of the setup at the aes area, Not the: time, he . a 


. figures, to try GreaseTrap. 


| 7 IV. PreNoon, Third Hour, to PostNoon, ‘Third Hour: bee) in heavy i. flee up his spying set in : 


- - new focation,: opposite. the. MavenHaven. Can accomplish nothing; the. tourists are restless today. Goes into 


* . “Haven lobby ‘fér tiidméal ghitt'is: chased. out-of: ee halls: ‘by ses sien immediate, superior;-whoa-" 


brandishes new directive from C 1e: | T- 


excluding spies 
a lesser grades from headquarters ' while on dy. Finishes shift wn canting stomach. 


; V. P ostNe oon, F ifth Hour: Os p, deeply depressed, stops on his’ way'to his hovel to recall happier dive at ee 


. the KnifeCourse. Not that he's been there, of course, what with the exclusion of males, but Eniaca used to 
: talk about the coming-of-age ceremonies for girls. Wishes he had a daughter...then picks . up’ handbill 


dropped by ecko siggler ‘and becomes less sure. Handbill, describing. ritual, is signed by Ruthven The - 
- Minist : : ites, Sick at stomach, revises his WISHES, en for officer 


: ™ Dark, First Hour: > sp, sad oa rather ill, lets himself into cramp reetiicts of Worden Colson 


Yet another hasslenote from the office of e Minor f Sm inéss: grant may 


- : “not be renewed; if it isn't, > Sp doesn't know what he'll do. And: just when he's so hear are finishing } model | 


of New Clus. Reflects that, all, in all, it was an injudicious move., but i 1S shortly lost i in fiddling with it: 


a : Vi ‘PostDark; FourtheBoiuts: ro sstunned-and: ssléepless;;makes. forshome:: Passesthe-startlingly: None sKee Seer g h 


_ gegulation J oyHouse, the Change-Youir-Luck, and thinks of entering, but no...Has to be up early tomorrow.. 


~” Ashe trudges past the decorated door of the Change- Your-Luck, a squat underling rushes out, forces a scrap :” 


of scrip into his hand. He looks at it. Signed by Alvin The MiniMaven, Commissar of Fortuitous 


Accidents and Minor Blessings, it entitles the bearer, any bearer, to.a free midmeal, fourth Class, in the a 
Haven lobby. Osp's spirits lighten: Tomorrow will be better, by god! Whistling a lean bourrée, he“ 


: makes for his cheerless pallet at home. 
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EXHIBIT A: CLUVIAN STRUCTURES: size, material, and, 
indeed, graphic oriéntation are all negotiable. it | 
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High Thefarie 7 a : me 
- a | FoRcnote 
-.. 


“Version 7. 112358 


- And = at least and at ie is the version for 1993. It could stand more editing, 
but it's just. become real again, and, as usual, there's not time. To revise or cut » 


©efarien Materials : | 
- is the work of a long, slow summer...when Osp's always doing something 
else. There's a lesson there, if he could but figure it out. . Pr ie me a 
excuse for. this is naked necessity, since all versions need foretalk. 
And, of course, there's the graphic of Tantamount ©“ 
Towers, a doodle on the suburbs of Enphwrli, which 
_ formed a minor part of the TerPrax a year ago. It's not 
‘on the map yet—which needs revision, as the text needs 
te .—pruning—and: probably useless for this year,-but it... 
, should be in. the pipe, or Osp may lose it 


| Waste not, want not. 
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High Thefarie 56: 


trom the’ 
ae 3 7 PRELIMINARY. STATEMENT: 
“on the ‘Terminal Prasets, 1992: 


In: ie years, Your P&G has expressed a ritualized: ‘iti ingenuous, astonishment at the ieee of the 

date, é.g.. “Quan Jt Re Becember xleexdy?” This year, however, he is only too: conscious of précisely 

* when 3, Yawl, and He are. The term is down, and so’ s the perfesser. He's going to have to husband his 

‘ rhetoric for the load of SM1 that will conclude this screed and the next, and really can hardly, at his 

. age, be expected to juggle all those heavy clots of verbiage merely to activate. the groundlings.. -who 

- will, in any case, do The Demanded,: and would really much rather be ‘spending their Now in other 

pursuits. Don't open that: thesaurus, bartender; T'm on-the wagon. For me no more’ “ ‘cup that cheers or 
the mot that mellows; a — declarative Sentence with seltzer, that suffice. . 


Bio... 2 


| Ever solicitots of your. airs Your Preceptor & Guide herewith pronounces officially, i in class, ae 
the Eff-Cee, or Fatal Commitment. The Long Questions, at least,-in this year’s Terminal Praxis _ 
o will concer a mazed? building, a notorious and all-but-unlocatable. pile, hitherto in this our 


_ RW to be found only in .an ID list and, both Sac ale solace and mislocated, on the map 
i i ae ay Itis, course, ae oe er ee i = ae 


1 Nos VA; it's not dirty: it stands for Substantive Material: ‘Shame ¢ on you. ; =, 
2 Actually, it dida’t suffice at all. Your P&G hared off into a mad round of inspirational verbiage that was too wich. even for 


y him, and in this location at this remove, merely gets in the wey: It has thus been shifted to the RA, “OF Rhetorical: Epes, See 
_. it there if you dare. 


3 Sic. This is not a typo for * ‘an amazed building" —d phtess that: rather feoinie me pe Jno. R. Neill's donied houses} in some 


_” of the earlier OZ books, houses as ce of emotions by simple manipulation of doors and windows, thus: 


suspicious 
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. Herewith, for your re- edification, a plan of sorts of QUESTLOSE CASTLE. Or not so stich a plan as a 
view. The overall view from above, to be precise, which would have been confirmed as a bird's-eye-view 
-had it been possible. to secure a bird that was a-competent-draftsman..In any case, it-is.well-fo remembertoxs 90 ces es © 
that there are five [at srg storeys to OLE, and ¢ on none do all of the divisions indicated tty this group of 
lines 0 occur, ; ; . 
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4 The ecplicaicas) attendant upon any éoaaticertian of this. aes none are Seach that a Senate list 
-., “may be the only way to put them down comprehensibly, following the six-part journalistic formula‘Who?. 
What? When? Where? Wht How? with a brief re of ~ problem(s] Poe. Py ae 


fH ‘Who? By this, I take it that “Who ran the place?” is ‘meant. No one knows... OF, rather, too: ‘many people know: 
"and know for certain, but no two know the same: answer. oar a 


| To give a ae of the possible ase. No One: Minimus, God of smal Favors (not in the 
official Thefarlen pantheon, but never. mind); Eniaca Omniversant (this gets it inside the 
- famlly, causing rather more problems than. it solves); the versatile nymph Cortla Genannt.._ . 
: ° erstwhile dryad of the Forest of Broslyn (seé HT 42.2, p. 95): Cnacebor Zidi, Master of -~ 
: "Mistresses; $16; a large quasl-Berkshire hog.or sow (the two swine proponents differ madly : ae 
“.. _ @n.this point); a disguised butfon-molder: the smallest | Maven of Clus...and these are > only the we & 
mime most obvious proposals; - he 
+. Left me.narrow the field slightly by pointing out, for Bed and al, that QLC was NoTrun by ae 
“+. No One. This ls not to say that the BIC (Being in Charge): was one of the above. If bed have . 
been, someone completely else, | 


“a What? a sources ane that 24 was, in fact, a castle. -but there 1 is violent discord on what it t looked like. 


. “The representation on the BASIC MAPIs wrong. wrong, wrong. A canried castie-sketch fo 

“-whichcartographers recur at these times;it has hardly any points of resemblance to,or with," 

| ALC. We have no idea whether is-was nearer In conception fo: Carcassone or me Seagram _ 
Bullaling, to.lacy-splred NeuSchwanstein or commodious Cow Palace. 
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We do, of course, nave’ the PLOT rinnecictel/; above. It Is, for all practical purposes, 
. accurate—though possessed of no scale, no Indication of material, We also have five | 


additional plans of the various storeys--ground-to’four==which: when they ar Proxis*tdime, ES RT Renm ES 


: mn somehow pez “Your P&G Is not really sure. Puzding. puzZing.. 


rs Oh, ‘Accurate as the PLOT above is, tf contains one ony. Iregularity, which rhust be a. 


. Geiliberate error, 


3) Where? QLC's existence is anidoubted.. but its location i is utterly ‘nace: if not unknowable. 


Appeai to the. BASIC MAPMAl, (cr do no good, True. a ZQuestiost Castle? does appeat p 
ae there In the "Unmapped Steppes" of the BASIC MAPs upper right quadrant, triangulated: by: -: 
e Wyverns and Snollygosters. But note the query marks: these are the nameless cartographer's — 

| admission of. Utter Funk..He had not the most infinitesimal clue as fo where the building: might 

- be, save for the Traditional Wisdom that it was not fo be found wiftn the contines of Hoh 
_” dRefarle Proper.,.but Traditional Wisdom Is frequently off the: mdrk, Then why, you may ask, 
—o can't we go by the accounts of those held In quite pleasant durance there? Because they’ 


Soe never’ yYaemembained: howithey: Gok: there:i sand their departure: pointe are: peace ‘lkoverthe a8 abt ned Mae 9 


_ BASIC MAP. You'd think that people.. ‘but digress. 


al When? Initially, this sounds stupid. What is meant here? When is a building, indeed! But think of old Main, 


. central to and beloved of generations of UT students, now utterly ‘gone for more than 60 ‘years. Old Main has a - 
when, and it's not now. Even so QLE, about whose time scholars confess almost absolute befuddlement. Just at the — 
_ Boint when, in the course: -of history, ‘one 1S peacy to declare that it has Passed. Beyond, it crops up again. a 


BUT: The Old Main syndromé is NOT what faces us with QC, If seems rather a case of 
Temporal Intermittency, of a Castle ‘which appears at regular or random intervals, rather like ° 
'-- the faery towns of Brigadoon and Germelshausen In Northem European folklore: something 
. Which Is Always there; but only Sometimes here. Which would be ot right, if only the cycle . 
could be oe eS upon. If, of COUISe, there any cycle. . 


25]s Why? A Castle—QLC ‘was. s.certainly- that. [see. What? above] but theres is rampant contradiction and confusion -. 
on the question of what it was for...or, indéed, if it had any function at all. Other than,’of course, to make questors. 


. give up questing. Yes, Virginia, it was Fi gasp!) a Detention Castle! ‘But that only scratches the surface; it's too. 
_, General, too vague. Specifically, what was it for? What did it make. its victims do? 


To one quite influential Sciclan it was a feposttory of puzzles, games, and especially . 
ae Mazes, the better to distract the enticed wanderer from his appointed task: there were so. 
.. many Items to solve before leaving, according t fo this me that almost tne delay \ was 

“possible. 
Another source—there are always. scholars of this stamp-—holch that It was S-X, of course, 
- that trapped the unwary errant, that the charms of at least one- person of the opposite S-X. 
Were so overpowering as to blot-out all questions of outside necessity. 
—  #A third authority favors Administration, of all things, as the attraction: the captive was 
offered power beyond an errant's wildest dreams. 
Other, quite minor, theorists plump for: Food; Entertainment; Leaming; Freedom (this s seems: 
-@ paradox, but the article was quite determined on the subject): Worship; Isolation: and 
ue Participation. They cannot all be-right.. which:is:not to deny that all of these attractions did «=~ 


exist at QLC, especially the mazes. One Is mystified. (You, of COUISE, are not...but One Is. One 
always Is.) 


145 


Kee * 


- 6) How? How. can we kiow anything oe this: Peers IFdosp has been our sole source, and he's forgotten | 


: oe Howzat? ime seventh h question of. six, tt Figures) In spite of the. similarity of names, s.QLC has nothing to do 


a1 Huh? The sinh question of six. Oh, ‘dear.] What is the Clue? ‘You ‘now the Official Clue? The IPS, a 


“High Thefarie 56 


(mind-clouding is standard i issue in Detention Castles], how can we ve possibly figure out The Truth? . 


. BY. triangulation, bube/eh, fancuation He did, after all, bring. back the plans, four 
"they've been Under Something for the last 13 1/2 years. And we can gain further fixes on that 
_. Truth from slips he's made .in the mass of documents he brought back, both pubieted twhich 
- You know) and unpublished (which you know also; of Course), 
There Is, for example, the curious: two-year blank occupying 38th and 39th years, XV/593-4, i, 
In the Chronology. And, if you look: more closely, you find that the only évents that he has 
listed for the four previous years are: hardly earthshaking bits of néws: Ais Avo chifaren went 


fo camp ?Suspicious, no? . ‘Something to hide, huh? And wees better ie hide or be erage es 
“fo hide anafbe hidden, than Ques#lost Cash. 


4 There Is also the litte.matter of the slight teguiarity In the Plot. the Dellberate Error, 
: referred to under What? above. Vemry Important, ‘that one, - dust what was he eae? 


“something might be gained from bringing ‘UD Your P&G! S fatal fascination with repedted 
“consonant aie as but it would oy serve no. ef | PUpOSE. es 


. Initial Puzzle to Solve; which Opens up the Final Solution? There’ s always one in. these cases. Where i 1S it Does | 
anyone agree on it? Anyone at ca pale : 


- Hello, yourself As tt ope you’ re in luck, on VA. there isa Clue, and at ‘quihorities. ae - 


_agrée that it if if properly understood, the Key to. all this, Of Course, they. none of them 
agree on what it means, but. that’s yourwony, isn't it? 
Here we 2 9°}. 


| oo i Gander, ‘ 
. Whither do you Wander?: 


a Upstairs, and Downstairs, a 
~ nae in ny a Chamber. 


_ Thatshould do tt. thik... 


ausgespielt 
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| iaiecidines Lists. | 
from the > Terminal Prascis, 1992 


AM “ROUND ABOUT JRNPHURL | 


| Take away the huge t name of the capital city, from the sco economo-pragsograpicl center ofthe MAP | 
= f High caer and what do you have? Gaze ae batt | 


"HARUN s 


. j N iy 
x a x! %, 
6.056400 ess 


| Gardens 


at & 
Barak _ 


| Dismal eeepece no? A: rosette in absohite isolation, This i is a  theiving nation? ‘As usual; bs sp hiis been 
ee reiniss. There are at least a dozen lively, prosperous cities of note that ring ‘Enphuvii, but to judge from 


his presentation, this is possessed of nothing but blank for 125s of ZILA Cs around. It might as well be 


- the land of Nada; vapid: destination ‘of bed-bound tots. Few things are worse for an Imaginary World than 
being relegated to the category of DreamLands. Why, i in the case of OZ alone... But y fe Oh, rm us 


say, the Shame of it! Poor, poor Enphurlt | | 
You, however, O Best Beloved, can rectify this haineatable situation, or at least ae a "pepe. at tits 


- resuscitation, this very day. Thanks fo your efforts, Enphwurli shall be again the jewel among jewels, the 
- diamond set among rubies. Below are listed the names of a DOZEN [ 12} of the go-getting communities that 


gird Enphuwii, all well known to all Thefariens, and indeed to you. Ponder the above excerpt from the 


a MAP, recalling their locations and. history. Because, Oh Best Beloved, they are not RW suburbs, or 
- "bourgeois utopias," to quote an acid commentator.: These are Thefarien suburbs, independent cities of 


stature, all but one of them long-established, and every last one Important, SOmenOw: for any aceauale 
treatment of _— Therarre. 
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Choose 3 (THREE) for your oun treatment. Of es: 1. (One) must be the city of 
fecent foundation, dating frorffDsp's tenure tn that fabled land, Desribe. each fully, 
noting the circumstances of Its fQunding and the reason(s) for Its Importarice.. 
'. Fhen, LOCATE your triad of suburbs on the large map {that constituted the last page ‘ 
‘of the 1992 Terminal-Praxis). Indicate how Its focation relates to lis Importance as you | - 
have described It. if such a thing Is possible. (And It should be.. It really should: 
| Neamess to the Capital is certainly part of any city's. real importance. ) 


le. PassionDale - Se, .Tantamount Towers 

2.. Cacciatortoricl - © 8. Kifschin 

3. RoverAches  . . >: .. 9, ,Lower Leftwich 

4. Noshery Town 7 10, “SchnofBurgh 
-§ Porous 2” : 11. Brstla¢ a 
ie 20H Burnside3._ oe 12, Kanj-Where-She- Dropped 


Ps - REMEMBER: There Is, in this DOZEN (12), no unimportant spot, and thelr physical 
ia locations and sialic are, of. course, Quite mMCon 


o~ a SONGS. 


7 It would be, of course, ridiculous to suppose that bish Therarse, that hardly current otherwise. | 


‘possessed anything like the hypertrophied. "music industry" that so enlivens and enervates our RW days. 


: - - Communications were in what we. would reckon as a primitive state; no nearly instantaneous transfer of 


information from one place to another existed. Further, there existed no method, in that benighted age, of 
preserving/repeating sound or sight; recording or taping would have appeared to’ the Thefariens. like 


- magic. except for the minor reservation that they had magic, and, whatever it did, it didn't keep sounds 


** around. So: No Hits were Paraded, no Forties Topped, but songs made it. from: one place to another on 


- foot, as it were, carried by. traveling groups from place to place. Oh, there ‘was. music publishing of a, 
_ +, sort...but Thefarien. notation was so absolutely hideous to read that songwriting was no way to make a 
“living, as. s~ found out to his considerable cost. Only by traveling with one's own group, he reckoned, 


could one. indulge one's muse with:any hope of remuneration, which led to the ill-starred tour of XV/607, 


_ culminating in the Utterly Misbegotten Concert [HT 34]. Thefarien musical memory was excellent: _ 


- Thefarien musical copyright was non-existent, and these two facts led, not to plagiarism (high 


) 3 Therarie didn't know -the word], but to circulation. A. wildly popular.song; fumbled through the lungs ws 
_ “and instruments of a: number: of:groups, might be carried the length.and breadth of: Highs SThefarie in ne-mores* 2 eee er et 
22° than 2 1/2 years, producing no money and, indeed, no ne The es hame was porelly ae first . 
-’, thing’ sarided off by the process.. - 
-. . Still, dsp kept trying, in all fois. andi his salad days _toaghiy: XV/600 until the Genser at Thuse - 
- already referred to—turned out ho fewer than 125 songs, at least a dozen of which received the ‘Thefarien ; ‘ 
“equivalent of wild acclaim. Mangled they all were, of course, and anonymous they all quickly became, but 
_-- he would derive a mild satisfaction in later years when, arriving in some hamlet back of beyond, he would .~ ™- 


7 hear a carence that ae resembled what he had written, -OF 2 verbal hook that had resisted attrition. | 


ss Below are listed 12 CWELVE) of Dsp's er ‘hits’ from his glory years. ‘Select 3 - 
" "- -THREEJ—=1 (ONE) from each of the principal genres: PsychoPop, ClassiFolk, and - 
Advanced Bash. In addition to specifying that genre, summarize the verbal content | 
of each, anid” identify It as to place.. time, and ae time permits) situation of 
he, " should be noted, of course, that the titles are not the ones originally given, but the - 
names. under which. the songs permeated the musical storehouse of Thefarien 
_ Standards. This may or may not affect.your treatment, but you.should: note. that: . 


numbers 6 and 7 were originally the same song. and its fitls was TubThumpers. & 
word fo the wise... 
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peep e 


DreamDrome wo, 
Crowed Noises _ eS B, 
Fungus Fable - : ; 


Here's Talkin’. 
Happy Hocks 
Towel for Two 
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7. Let Me Lave You Tonight . 

The Cry of a Coy Lorgnette 

9° The Boys from jBasta! Rodd"*:: 
s+. 10." How Is That Spllled?. 

to Yowl . 3 _.11, But Twice a Year 

12. Annihilation, Darling! 


SS 


a [Addition 1993: Below you will find an enlarged map of Enphurli and environs, with the. Outskirts focaied at last. 


’ More momentous, however, is the first appearance; on any RW niap-of High Thefarie; of A Road! An actualf ROAD! . 
_Not-a very good Road, of courseé—the infrequently-traveled and’ hideously-maintained route from the Capital to 


BRSTLAG, the jumping-off place (literally) for the MIASW., where no one wanted to go anyway, but that’s. | 


hardly the point. “After this tentative essay, who knows what throroughfares and. throughways may not flaunt their.- 


sinuosities on the charts! NB the first tentative indication of the peice of HIAT se What a wd for. canoe 
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“LONG QUESTIONS 
from the > Terminal Prascis, 1992 


Goosey, Goosey Caner: 
Whither do you Wander? 
Upstairs, and Downstairs, 


- And in M y Lady's $ Chamber. ! 
 Cayptici in nine extreme, Who i is to know what dsp meant that dark and dank WoeDay of xV/504; when, , 


_ returned to the bosom of his Near and Dear, he set down that traditional quatrain in the middle a large.’ 


coffée-stain. ‘on what purports to be the Overall Plan of QuestLost Castle, circling it with a flourish and 
_ Signalizing it with a large NB22 Doodling, you: will say. Just emerged from a year and more of racking, 
- enforced pleasure, cracking under the strain and regressing to his RW infancy; only this and nothing more. 

. And yet. How:can we be sure? That he had been.to QiestLost Castle is undoubted; in fact, it is the one 


Ba + really sure item in the whole bewildering catalogue of half-truths.3 Half-traths behind which he might 
_ have hid the whole business, had he not worked so hard at it. 


Really, he was hardly an architéct, was Osp. Nothing shameful in that; lots of people aren't architects. : 


But he kept trying to cover it up...and there is where his ineptitude, or rather inarchitectitude, crashed 
through i into the light of day. I mean, consider: To keep his sagging reputation from the utter depths, there 


- was one fact above all that:he had to hide, and that was the truth about what happened at QuestLost Castle. - | 
“He'd made it hard for himself by being so in love with his own ingenuity, of course. The fact that he'd | 
- brought back the only information, the only drawings, of that-benighted place was too much for his — 


euceeloving 280; he Say had to go public with them. Which might have been all right, if his 


= A think it is safe to say that the excessive capitalization here is non-significant for the purposes of the 
—Myscery. Or perhaps not. 
2 There is a.scholarly question of some possible moment here: Did NB, regardless ve its -enahtinement in 


- Thefarien script, stand for the standard RW Noca Bene [= "Pay Close Attention; This Is Important"]—or 
‘was it the stock abbreviation for the rather less standard Thefarien injunction NAZ BRS TLACAL? Since 


- the latter translates as "(Throw) No Daffodils ee) it would seem. much less proper: but with ce Sp one iS 


never quite sure. 


3 This needs to be qualified. It is also undoubted that QLcé was/is a “Detention Castle,” a standard locale of - . 
- what scholars know as the "Kalypso Syndrome,”: This procedure.is, of course,-the more or less-forced restraint of a=. ce! 


Quester from his/her Quest. By "more or less forced is meant, quite simply, that said Quester did not intend, at least 
initially, to desert the Quest; the turning-aside was initiated by the Kalypso-figure [M or F or whatever], who used 
Applied Pleasure much more often than, say, bars and manacles. 
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concealment of The- ipeculart hadn't a SO impossibly hatihanded “You ‘noticed at the = class a" 
meeting, doubtless. The absolutely unexamplied harrowing - a line in the Overall Plan: 


He'd tried to white it out, or rather 0 over, ‘and simply 1 ee up. But oer: pinacological research knows. 
what to do when it sees a 1 screamer like: that: As sim ple daub with a rag dipped i in co aaa and, LO! 


nerote 


The secret passage to. the deadly ines: was pouty or, possibly, the deadly passage to the secret 
"doorway, if not the doorway passage to the deadly secret...anyway, it was exposed. It was all on the "third 


floor," of course, as you can see on P. 167 below. But .why | do I tell you all this? You know it, you eae 
it eee than I. And so..: 


Give your solution to ONE (1) of te following Questions. Be full; and lustrative, 
_and.. ‘well, | would say inventive," but you might get the wrong idea. You have, of 


| course, discovered the truth.4 Do not fear to bolster the answer to Your - 


bes geg thE eet nbiadinds by: borrowing items from: POSES OR: 


4 In this connection, it might Be well to recall that the English verb “anvent" comes from a Latin verb meaning 
"find." [I mean, it couldn't hurt.] 
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. it be said now that the: roe Rhyme, Coosey-Goosey Ss, should be ra 
applied in.reference to all dnswers, If only: In passing. a ;  @ 
Oh. Given that dsp was no architect, you may correct his plans and sieving 
aed (ihe “third floor,” for example, doesn't seem to have a floorat all. }-Inasmuch ashe : 
was making a case for himself, you may correct anything you. deduce that he sald... 
or wrote, But go easy on this: Liar and cheat and self-server:he may have been, but ? 
he'was not so lost fo idiocy as fo be implausible. He had some standards, afterall, .. 
One last Oh; Al maze of sorts fs follows. Ue. it if a maze; or mazes, come > into your 
ad answer. _ : 


~ 


tL ‘Where was QuestLost Castle to be found? [Relate it closely to the etry. ae 


IL Why ¥ was 2sp emprisoned [so to speak] i in Questlost Castle for at least a year and: a ay? That is, , what - 


- Quest had he been on, and how was he drawn aside from it? 


Bie Where ‘wasfis My Lady's Chamber? How did it figure in the Mystery of the Castle? 1 What central part of 
_ that edifice does it form? 


a eye Whar was" the: attraction? ‘Given that Pleasure’ ot soi sit Was ‘probably eiied to keep him in LLC. . | 


_what pleasure was. it? And how, oh, how was it worked into’ the structure throughout the entire Castle? 


Vv. Who ran the place? Which is, very: possibly, to ask, Who was My Lady? Unless Malady, the butler, is | 
meant, Or Gans Anders, the groundsman. Or Mother Oy, the cook. Or any of the multifarious persone | 


that swaimed throughout. the Castle, seeming to be servants of one sort or: another. 


VL. How did it affect him? Relate the trauma or bliss of Questlast Castle to. d sp's career, faking paaicae 


care first to formulate and then'to’ discount the. rite that, he'told his wife after years away from home, with. 
more. of a | year of that totally hidden. ees ge | | oo es 


_ Which should do it. TaRce OURILA, Yavi..Oh, jst a moment... 


LJ 2 tf e s tee 
Z of "5° = a he) ne nies o oaesnsees aatate On a *, Saad ® *,* a cronsreere si Pil e a he e a he ens none Ke %. 


Nearly forgot the maze—the “brainmaze,” some have called it. Fitting. 
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| floor cia [gcross sections] 


[ coon indicated on Overall and “Floor” #3] 
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High Tapert 58 


oe Two ) Conjactural Restorations: | 
of | 7 


- From that. masterpiece of ambiguity ‘and indecision, the Terminal Piaxis. of. oa 
 1992...and it must be said that both resemble, well, ‘terminals. Their single. °- 
_ Virtue is that they each fit the plot—the: QLC diagram, ‘not the narrative: ~ 

: Against this must be put the undoubted, fact that no reputable: castle has .. 

_- “ever been’ erected in the Art Deco or BauHaus: idioms. But that's a matter. 
tap tet facade, - isn't it? lf DSP had more skill, he ‘might have. taken -his. ‘undoubted ~ 
“genius: for. kitsch and esha a ' Supernally ovely place. So mucti the» | 

a poorer are we. | ie eee 
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“Theatrical Memorabilia, xv/599 sum 


from the neu discovered fragment of Grease Trap... 


| HOTFLANKS | 
| Oho. Is. nothing. For texture, yes. 
SIMPLE | 


| ooh. Twouldn't be some of them there 
Erotic Additives they joke about 
cat the shop, now, would they?: 
HOTELANKS 


-” Oho. Could nothing be more distant. 
-:.: ... from veracity, Completely inert, yes. 
co Smpplying aia good company i in tub. 
-Harumph. No one here but us landlords, 
| conducting an utter random-search 
. for Erotic Additives. Any such here? - 
a HOTFLANKS: 
? Oho. Is risible, no? Pleasing | 
~ to checking premises. Nothing concealed. 
HAPAX 


larumph, That S just what I'll:do. 
/ * —You wear 


these frilly things? Under the standard. ° p Xe : . 
| ar ator: ag ETE” Sa” oe 
“HOTELANKS . S38 - "ae : 
a Oho. Is helping. _ . ae 
_ while away. long watches in briny. - 
_HAPAX ~ 


Barumph: Tibet. =o * . 
“ —Well, nothing here, ou 
But T've got you in my gaze. You ‘d better | 
. watch it, sister. 
; 7 —And you, too, bud: - | 
. HOTFLANKS | | 


Oho. Ohoo. Now getting to it. 
—Beforé you plunging, allowing me 
to observing, i is being more lubricious; .. 
am meaning: nutritious, if undress first... 
| ‘ SIMPLE: 
Oooh. Undress? You think I should? 


“from The Brum magem Fragment 


| ee athe. authorities broke’ ‘down: the (.. .) |was. ting there. in my SCIC eee) 


Cen. )rely held togetht...... Jore than string and On Gieus Je oe of 1008 | nae bese ) 
fe scceuelING, TOV Wes ersteccseicccks es catestresietesc aoe areee leu ic teaeeee. )skif 
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oo for use in AltarCation 
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“High Thef arie _ 


~ afternote TO 
~ Version I. M2358 


My goodness, Where did that ¢ core’ ‘from? 


I mean, all. J wanted was to ase yout ‘the a stuff, and lol —I like that weraeiol nase came 


some things about Grease Trap, which I’ve been trying to figure out for at ees seven years. 
_ I've always woridered how that riot went. : , 


“Well, thie: This will give you a alg up—awkward ss aa 1 the Terminal Praia and — 
that i is —— useful at oe rushed time of ae | 


"$0 I might 2 as swells say it r now: The TerPrax will be coacomnad with events fund places on that : 
_ Isle of Delight during dsp’s hideous visit there in Sum), XV/599. Which means, if you deign » 
*y,.to-follow: me,. that:itswillsbe. intimately «concerned: with-the, draynult,: among other items. And. 
‘the implication’ of this, ‘0 Carissiiiaé/i, is that you may well start paying attention to the: 
lecture notes on the history of that beleaguered art that Os} formulated in 598, as shown in 
HT 25, pp. 37-39, plus-the address book that he Jost during the Mock [HT 19, p. 26], not to forget 
| ‘The i Agee the Road uaT 48, PP. 116-1 17). nCier references and information to follow. ] 


- Do keep in: cain by. the way, that the. oe diagram on p. 37 is s merely a conjectural te 
restoration of what. the. primitive High : Thefarien theatrical setup may have looked like. It | 
‘has no status in. reality—even. the qualified reality. of. High Thefarie; more importantly, it is 


e no means the stage that.“Mauve Wyvern” employed in its determined effort to corrupt the: 


“hinterlands:! Stull, it’ will be useful in assessing the aaa cs of Thefarien theater in | 
: general ae his, “Tubricious yaa in ene Pg | ss 


He i is, I think, in the ee mood. Hardball time. . 


given at Austin 
17 November 1993 © 


rr 


1A more up-to-date diagram will be one of the items aopied you between now and what dsp has come to call the 


December Destruct. The man has an ey bloody sense of humor. I do what I can to =e him in line, but it’s very 
:, difficult-—-and hardly successful. oh 
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High Thefarie 60 

“from the , | | 

| PRELIMINARY STATEMENT | 
on the Terminal Prascts, 1993 


Was I—he wondered—mistakeni, or did I detect a distinctive note of terror in the crowd on Thursday 
last? I know that you're! always upset when it gets to this. The text becomes yearly more complicated. 
_ and less unified, and I feel obliged to keep it back until later and later, or risk having you vitiate your 
own worlds for the sad reason that you may feel inclined to do as I do; not as I say. : | 
_ However. @efarien Materials i is a plain text, not for your worlds. but for mine. It is a Lefora 
téachiig world—and, as such, full of Mutual contradictions, changes of direction, abandoned” 
fascinations, and the like.” It-is nét, however, an inhuman place. . . and, pursuant to his basically. 
_ benevolent nature, Yr P&G herewith. launches into what he once called the Praep aratio.. - 
@uraQerariena—the readying, as it were, for your issuance into ‘that Prime Pearl’ of the | 


North.: 3 But, before he launches into his patented puree of vital facts and rancid rhetoric, let him ane es 
up a confrontation with reality . that he’ s. been RUE towards all Fall: 


Ps 


; 


 Hoobioy! This-year we-gottit a problem: 
. As. you may have noted, there are two sections of the course this year, one that meets uth 1230- 200 janiatie # es 
. and. one.that. meets TuTh 2—-330.(unlque # 26072). This has doubled the number of papers to be grappled with by Yr P&G, 
promoting hideous tardiness in their return, but otherwise affecting yawl in no especial particulars. But now, oh now. . 
Carissimi/ae. the bills come due. . . Inasmuch as there will have to be two, count ‘em /wo, Terminal-Praxels..Num6ro 26072. 
meets Friday, 10 Dec; Numéro 26070 meets Monday, 13 Dec. And this will cause a certain amount of havoc—more for dsp - 
than for yawl, but not without repercussions.In yawl’s experience. Follow me closely, then: The essential thing about the" -’ 
- Terminal Praxis is that it should: come as a complete and uffer surpiise. its prime point.[s creation underthe gun, the sudden -- 
-. necessity of making something within a strictly limited time. Yawl will have some limiting of fhe field; that’s what this 
‘handout is for. But that’s all. the foreknowledge, there |s,orcanbe.-. _- 
- ‘It therefore follows that there must be two different examinations. { could swear the. victims of the Friday final to utter. 
Ghd absolute secrecy about what they’ve done until the following Tuesday, but that wouldn’t be right, all in all. The 
"possibilities of accidental. disclosure.are just foo great. tt further follows, O Best.Beloved, that the Praeparatlo must ready the. 
two ‘sections for completely.and utterly different par?s of the Thefarien Experience. Were they from the same area, 
‘accidental disclosure. of what had happened Friday might not be a distinct advantage for a prospective Monday 
...° , examinee, but it would.at feast let her/him know that, whatever the question about.the given subject would be, It would’t. 
- be the one that the Fridays had had. And the possibility, the mere possibility—well, that’s Just too much. | can’t-risk- It. It 
" wouldn't be fair, . .though I’m not quite sure whom it wouldn’t be fair 70, The Mondays, by even that much negative 
Cp alires cae might be, well, jess “resh than the Fridays. and thus unable fo avold trying to dope out dsp’ S cnange: of 
aspect, or... but this way li@s madness. : 
:*" Suffice It to say that there will be two totally different Pioxels, and threat thelr long. questions will treat utterly unike areas 
:, ofthe Res QSucaG erarienae. Ol gewalt. . This year; the Rhetoric goes, o least for the moment, ‘We oa get to the. " 
7 core, cut fo the chase—and QUICK, 
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; ; Herewith, then, the Fatal Commitments: =: . | 
Subjects of theLong. uestions for the Terminal Praxeis, 1993: | 


Friday. Praxis: The SesquiQuinquennial Sale of 602 in the MadMall at The. 
| Curious City of MOG, at which the newly reremarried Eniaca diedg: | 


"Monday Praxis: The Disastrous Performance of GreaseTrap on the Esplanade 
at Brummagem. | , | 


Information on both to follow. ... 


l The second person plural here indicates, of course,.the members: of the class over time since, say, 1973. Quite a bunch. 


accn2 Ut is conceivable that I might get it into order some time, but, for. that to happen, it would have to Stay around for a while, 
rather than wink into existence in late Ocfober and out in early January. 


3 Unless it's the Rhinestone of the Sout: . or, more likely, the Zircon of the NNW by N. Sooner or later, I’ll figure that 
compass out. 
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ao | For the Feways; 


ae “That ought to do it: | 


= High Thefarte 61 


- PRELIMINARY TEMS 


SALE BO! 


Long Questions for the Friday Praxis: 


ee SesquiQitinquEnnial Sale of 602 in the MadMall at The Curious City of MOG, a eo 
a “vat which. the newly reremarried Eniaca ccs : 7 | sh 


To be a bit more specific: | 
| The SALE took place, of course, on on WoeDay XV/602, 


. All things considered, Eniaca did very well, and | was s remembered with ie. 
ie eek ae ‘Her husband-smiled throuigh his.teats. : 


You are’ > hereinafter provided with a-number of diagrams, ping! an annotated. copy of the excerpt from Yosucse 70 - 


Hard Que ssions that was, till how, our prime source of information about the SALE. 


_Arméd with these aids, the booklet, the MAP, and, above all; your staggering knowledge, you should be able to -- 


i answer, ft, at length, any of the six Long Questions, which will deal _ such elementary items ot the Bre as: 


“Fundamentals of: +Merchandising, including} Window: Dressing: 


. Finance, high. and low, -in. Thefarie, Low and High, inion complete 
: control. of fluctuations. in the. Real Value of the B®: [the moidore, of 
-_ “course; ‘have you. forgotten SO soon?] during those. confusing Last. Years.” 


The. Structure of the SAL6, with particular ‘attention to. the Charge, the. 
seh OverCharge, -and.the. Exchange, where. ‘Business. gets down. to. PUSNeSS: 


7 Myth and the Primal Lands around Lake Seemiy. 
- “Methods of Payment, or, Love and Death. 
- 2 The Bottom Lien [sil Tales from the Trauma Centre. 


‘May — &k 
never inflate, 
never deflate, . 
but always flate. . . : 


TURCE MURILA, 
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The NEC File, 2 


LONG QUESTIONS - 
from the Friday Terminal Prascis, 1993 


| Bee, Sate — 


at The Curious City of. 


- God—one of Them, anyway-—knows why she did it. . . but, then, only a God could know aie Eniaca did 
anything. Certainly & sp was forever and always in the dark about her motives, and he pondered the proven for: an 


_. nearly half a century. Never predictable, never. - 


But this was wild, even for Eniaca Omniversant. Why she should haré off in, her. prime in 602 to spend her Third ae 


Death at the SALG at INCI EJ—it passed Thefarien understanding, it really did. She could have been doing 


"almost anything else, anything else in the world: novels, performances, politics, ‘spying, heavily hostile takeovers— ae 
. "even athletics or moré children, though those would have pushed even her envelope quite a bit. But instead, on that - .* - 
foul day in Winter1,:602, she: entered for the SALG, just. before the: deadline. And, in puke course, she died. jana 


' Mystery. A puzzle. An enigma, even. 


It wasn’t as though they needed the iene Or not much. Well, ae more thar a little. dsp’: S ‘thesis had naan 


“Deen rejected both at the Cty of the Wr sauie and at INGIE, and his freelance necromancy 
_ business—if that’s the word—was going nowhere at blinding speed: And there were, of ‘course, the debts from. 
ese “Brammageni. Bit there’ were-sodnany: safe things:she*couldshave‘done. rather. than: SALGing, and brought in more 


in a pentpent than O sy could make i in a year without strain or sweat: Instead, waiting in es ee 5 while he failed : 


in7W\ equeC ity, she entered as'a SALGite. 


_ Qh, the rewards were remarkable. For the Winner. And the stipend of a mere ‘Survivor was something g. But’ : 
consider the odds, There were 5° entrants that year, 3125.women, all fit, all unbelievably aggressive, all determined, : 

~ ,. and all but about three dozen doomed. Further, she hadn’t done her homework, or prepared. She simply hadn’t - 
been Shopping since the kids went to camp. And Shopping i is a skill like any other: You don’t practice, You get 


: Tusty. Even Eniaca Omniversant..Doing it on nerve and dimly remembered expertise. ZI} LA CA "| behind the 


. others. An Able Business Competitor? Not Eniaca. Not that year... 
a And yet, shie néarly made it. She lasted till the Last Charge—the OverCharge, they cali it She was even ahead, 


going away, but let her.attention warider, so thé.re Al at the Final Exchange. <.. and that’s when they cut her 
down. “A remarkable performance,” read the NEEDS 


But why? Why did she do it? We'll never know. . 


-~ Unless’ you, O Best Beloved, cooperate, and share your } iniowibdge.'p pour it into the communal cauldron: Your 


-- grasp. of INGE} and the SALE, of the history and a of what was Gone on that wailsome WoeDay i in. 
602, may help. . 
a Choose: ONE.(1) of the following SIX (6) areas: of your expertise, expatiate on It to’ your heart's content, and 


make. your contribution to the solution of this absitusion. 
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wee 
_ Thanking you In advance. . 


“A med opinion’: ~of course, is ae that: the deceiton of Culgang by. Tat over the. eauisition of the 
_ Primal Lands is a myth, and nothing more. Or not much more. The Thefariens of osp’ $ tenure as Cyclist: 
were absolutely: unable to recall: anything with sureness that occured before Cycle XV began, which makes 
~~ an upper limit of 625 years on their memories. ‘How could they know for certain, or even for uncertain, an: 
. event that took place beforé Cyclés, and Rounds, and Megillahs began, more than 9300 years. before? 
| impossible! Not even the conjectural restoration, prepared. by High Thefarie’s finest scholars, canshowa . 
"reason for Culgang’s purchase of the wasteland. There was nothing there. Pure myth—the fabrication of | 
’ eons.And yet. The location, at the end of XV,.of d Sp’s strange little dwelling—Marzipan House—right 
* over the long-disappeared Fatal: Fauli—that should give us pause. Further, he lied, about what he was _ 
‘ doing—and even when he was there. Him? The always veracious, if ‘most times inept, Osp? Suspicious... 

.. unless the malign influence of Taryi, Trickster [or, if you aise Trickstress} of the oes was pase g 
ae 9300+ years. ‘Perhaps the story is true after ane eS é : 


ReceneTUst the’ Myth/Legend/History.o of the Deceptive: Bargain, ‘or ‘Archetypa. - 

- Scam. Re-diagram the Primal Lands as they were BC—Before Cycles. Explain, if you 

. Wish, TARCX] by dsp, or dsp by TARX |]. Include quotes from other serlously ~ 
TFESVETERSTONS OF TNS Par eer ee foundiorrabove, p. 22. 


are SALEis—or SAL Gettes—paia. ae course, and were gale in moidores. Moidores of KOK, which 


-weré at that time and continued as the reigning coinage in all of High Thefarie—at least until The Great 
- Devaluation i in a 82 621, after which uses S same was any aa But it was not ever thus. 


| Trace part of the farcical history of Thefarien) coinage Oe. say, 181/880 until ‘the’ 

a next ‘Cyclend/Cyclarch, at'which dsp ‘performed his function: Cité. one official 

in document. Do not forgot that the words motdore and murder, even In Thefarien,- , te 2 
. come from ine same oe : 


on. The LOSS. LEADER, of course, was the’ grand. nae of the SALE; anit i its achievement the mark of 
- victory, in that vicious commercial confrontation. But what was the LOSS’ LEADER? The’ odd - 
representation above gives no real clue, vou, know. . os as ol to art mt expert who knows the answer already. 
itil heey are e such, | ae 3 


| Sea the > LOSS LEADER at length, peas What it Is, Whence It carne, Why it’ 
. was chosen as The Prize In the SAL6, What became of it. afterwards, and Why so. . 
.. many risked Xe) much for It. Quote liberally: from Eniaca’ S pamphlet on. the: subject, 
the SCROCAU of 605, commenting.on her Interest and her reason for eee 
. ’ Relate this, if you will, fo the other Four Tredsures of High thefarie, 3 


. IV. The SALE, of course, was quite a rite, comabiiing wioleiee and pattern in equal measures. Others more | 
” Jearned than d SP have noted the resemblance of the standard Shopping Place to grinding ‘molars, and the 


result of the SALG was very like mastication, come to think of it, But there is more to it than'the mere’. 
likeness. Business—Thefarien business, of course practiced, ever and always, sundae down and absorption 
of its naires enemies. The Consumer was ae Consumed... . 


- Trace a aay of eee during the SALE. tracing the. titual the length and breadth 
of at least one MallOcclusion and setting forth the procedure for the standard Bargain. 
Explore the basic metaphorbusiness as: Ingestion. Be particularly deft on the 

ected and ee employed Sen by both sides fo outdo the other. 
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adi Ped 


“some Brisly: souls. might, and this it for. ee 


- teat the Fina Sicigoe and the aftermath, of the SALE. Cite from. Enidca’ S. s Negotiable. 
“Instrument, in all Its gory detall; to set the record straight. Account for the location ‘of: 


“4 % the Final Exchange Booth and the neue Centre the pee Mall- Don't spare 
ren defails. ice | 7 | 


_ Winter; TD sa it deserves to be remembered. In all its detail. 


4 
* 


ee Doe $0, Rescues: in all tts ainnoss the Wee and ibanvies. Ii fact: all the material: 
_ That was used to herald the coming SALE throughout the: lengh and breath of High - 


-.: Thefarle pied the first ies of 602. Use seach iitustrations, s, whatever, Do not be o~ 
: re 


: oo ere : of be >, Spies ¢ : ° ? oe. . . . : = - . oe 
. “ eet vertcs 2 9” or Rode tp 8 te a 22 . Wiha he ‘6 ‘. 
eS byt el FRE Sas ie nat eget ds fj ty 34 hors 
Pee oh TMs a < th ae RR Chie, tee 
. . mm ky ; = 3 ; 
. - is 2 : : ut . . 7 - : ; 


“GRAPHICS fromthe 
| Tarmtosel Prassts, 1993. 


EXHIBIT A: SUevival. (Miedaiile. warded to Eniaca Omniversant 


Ideceased!, SALE, NOE, : xV7602 
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LY The defeat. digjosition of the exSALBertes 1S not a subject that many wish to discuss, ee course. But | 


VL One. should, of course, atead to advertising: “The Mgmnt at ao mounted ait a campaign that 
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JexHierr B: The LOSS L6ADER. at the SALE, NOE, xv6e02 os 
i EXHIBIT! GrChart of one-time "PRIMAL LANDS‘ ca. xv/62q [#5 a 
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‘High Thefarie 63 


‘The o eunten File, 1 
PRELIMINARY ITEMS 


: 2 Rt : ELUSH BIMES OF 
bade Quisstions for the iui Praxis: : a oe ae 
The Disastrous Performance of GreaseTrap: on the Esplanade at Brummagem, § for ze 


al ‘which see most of the stuff that’s been. ae out: 


' To be a bit more specific:. 
Meg RTT wane and os :. sZhe:Prodhiction-took, place. of course, in. | Saihiuen XV/599.: 2 


6 ‘ 
- % * 8 
8  talte, =, om fo 3 . 
ies Dd “4 Oa 2s 


it lasted almost fill the end of Acceptance [Act V, sort of]. 


| ia this handout, you have been provided with a number of diagrams, plus the marked ameciar S copy of a short’ 

excerpt from Dsp’s catastrophic WallowPlay GreaseTrap that should refresh your memory about production at the 
_ end of the 500’s, plus further notes on the history of HT Drama, including a short Dissertation on DABDA that 
_will probably prove of no-use at all. Armed with these aids, the Indigo InfoMischMosch, the MAP, and, above all, . 


your staggering knowledge, you should be able to answet, at length, any of the Six Long oe which will deal _ 
with such elementary items as: _ , 


‘ RotoRoot to Truth: Drama: and Plumbing: A Fundamental Relationship. 
: GreaseTrap: Lubricity, Lechery, and Laissez-Faire. 


"% Around the: Stye: Place, Properties, Paraphernalia, and Wardrobe. 


PorcPlay: The Interpenetration of Gender i in ‘Text, PoliText, and si Le oe 
. WallowPlay, especially GteaseTrap. : 


oe Suckslot Slyness: How. To Be an Audienee, or,-The Basics of Riot 


oe The e SCNSORIUM i in Function and Structure 


May the VANE never snap on you: 
Inthe low.moment .. . 
_of your katabatick 
attainment... 


—TaRce MURILA, 


171 


High Thefarie 63 


eee A play is Is a process; a getting-from-heré-to-there: (A:Quest, one: might almost say—though o one would be 
_. Wrong in many: cases.) As in Yr P&G’s remarks on Lovés Labors Lost, it can even’ be viewed as a system , 
' for stopping the talking that has started, but no matter. Whatever the action may be viewed as, it will. 
~ follow certain rules in unwinding and winding up (or down, as you prefer). These rules were not, so far as 
a _ anyone knows, laid down by Divine Commandment: there was no flash of lightning or smnokepot, followed. 
ae: by the pronunciamento that dramatic action should follow This Plan. Quite to the contrary: these things . 
- evolve over time...but become—and more’s too often the -pity—ferroconcrete formulas, to be followed. 
| blindly in any and all situations. You may be familiar with the rules for classical European comedy, the 
a Exposition-Development[-Complication] -Reversal-Dénouement! Totentanz that first enlivened and then.... .. 
<8 throttled theatre. (You. should be familiar with it, in fact: 1 in a modified ironclad version, it assaults you in 
ae every half-hour sitcom you. watch.) 3 
| Hi gh Thefarien drama was, of course, “Other. In all its forms it partook oe Siateat followed stavisily—its : 
: own developed formula, one quite unlike ours, save for the ‘minor point that it, too, found its fall classical 
as expression in 1 the 5-act drama. The e formula—D-A-B-D-A—contained b) ea stages, or = :2 
Ee | | = Denial . a 
Anger: 
Bargaining | 
Depression 
| Acceptance 3 


Me How did it wioeoar th practice? Something like this: 


eae Reb QUN: An. Qutrageous:Propesition. has its very: existence denied.by the. Protagonist. 
OS Wor ZAL: Protagonist and.others'engage in shocking passion—of all sorts—onstage and off. : 
. Act C}: Attempts to get around the ictal eos in Comeny o,f to sir this is the ee 
-.- for deception, scam, congame. 2, 
-. Act CA: The plunge into the depths: Reflection, plotting, a on deal of pacing. - 


Ree MAX: Final-resignation to the Proposition and The Way Things Are. - ise in WallowPlay, | 
ms . accompanied by a. really shocking instance of Compensatory Violence. The Happy End, so to speak. 


foe ag % Quit ofiaTv thereswasractay ookicker: at’ the: end: nasties this niay:be-quite: tong: ‘atswas s regarded as yet . 
another Act, the sixth of five: ° 2g , 


Act pue: Summation, denying each a evory. point that the play ‘has attained, Baibs Rican at 
Suckers fi-e., Audience}. 


| The WallowPlay GreaseTrap was $ built'o on ‘this primitive ie eaea framework, as were all Thefation 
ee plays. But. it would be impossible to reconstruct the play by using the skeleton and. nothing else. 
_ GreaseTrap may have been—in fact, indubitably was—tough and rude, but, coming forth at the height 

". of dramatic development in HQ, it was hardly primitive. If only we had more than a ie from Act 


Slop Prologue—Exposition—DevelopmentCatistrophe—Dénonement Close a 


: 2 Some of you may note that this bears a startling resemblance to the Five Stages of Grief at Mortality posited by Dr. 
ee Elisabeth Kibler-Ross. Like you, Pa) sp can only marvel at the absolute and utter coincidence. Amazing, no? 


3 2° remember a osp employs a mnemonic evs of startling simplicity: He hums this little tune, I D-A-Bb-D-A: 


_and there it is, fresh in his mind. But why B-flat, you ask? Well, B-natural is isn’t gloomy enough, or locative enough. And — 
oh besides, the Germans use B [the letter] to indicate the sound of B-flat. So there... 
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| Ch, the bargaining Act, we might know more. es but what am'I saying? We do- know more; in fact, we 
a , _ Know It All, because You were there, and your. memory. 1s like a. sponge! If the matter arises, You can even 
- indicate precisely what it was about the forthrightly feminine. line delivered by SIMPLE—played, as if 
happened, by Osp—that touched otf the Riot at the first performance, when; i inAct MA X> he, or 
ae she, said: | ae 


+ 
. . . = . 
ote 


* 
* 
+ 


> 


— to the panting HOTFLANKS—played by Eniaca, as it happened. Oh, we e are in tuck! 


- Three Really Rather Pregnant Statements on High Thefarien Drama 
Y “The audience i is always atrisk.”” 


je. * 2). “Know your sét, and you know the play.” ? . < 


3] “Actors today—they don't have it here...” 
laccompanied bya oe on the. speaker’ s right buttock] 
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a See CA knows I'm willing, sailor...” a. 
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SH: HOs Gl: SY -. 


“GreaseTrap lA ES Laker e se 
3 | | o them BA;: 9. <> 
‘The P lumber’ § Friend ‘Ss . eovateh 80: & SO; sd 3 “@ 
; : 8 


-— oliivd 


VYOUPOOM 
} 


. Gay Is nothing, For texture (yes.) . 
Alt draise, pert. SIMPLE 

ptuse country 

saci bit. ae Oooh. Twouldn'’t be some of them there 

dialect too nara... Erotic Additives ty joke about. 


witdd 


BIJOUPpCE™® 


CRASH! BANG! SLOSH! 
Joretrap door bursts up 
suddenly. Pair spring 

together, guiltily. 


. Note Cross, — 


cgaennsnapenoosses sevens trier HA PAX (shooting i NeareDeain ne Ground) 


aay No one here but us land{ords,) 


¥ for Erotic Additives! Any such here? . | acer : 
ve  HOTFLANKS sea 


: Riis risible,no? Pleasing = el on 
to checking Gfomtses> Nothing conceale 


arumph. That's just what I'll do. ea cas she peers wider . 
. You wear HO's jamper and detects adlottes. 


Shock, She reeoiie-ciernemetty. .. 
. _ these frilly things? Under the standard p _ pretencts to faint, . 


. . o 
Pr ad 
Cd 


; sap Guped 
AO “Papaou SIIUIDAISAA NG 
$3SU2] ID OP UDI © 
LYLXLLY 
S7ewnes eawnyg 


parp asnuasd uo sui 


L¥LYX 
SsneWwnes 


ox 
oD : 


. —Well, nothing here, 
But I've got you in my gaze. You'd better | . 
watch it, sister, 

: - ae too, bud — 


LY¥LXYLLX 


WNIVE Wives STIEWNSSaTIAaNnd 


fo observing, is being ma cas 
am meaning nutritious, if Gnéres} rst. 
SIMP iY, TOY, COY. 
Oooh. _Undeess?. You think I should? (He loosens a deloid buckdé 
Breakdown. Ss) dives deftly into groundtrap: HO sprivits madly for pi ittrap, pursued . 
by HA, beats her, dives in. HA registers extreme diffidence as she gazes Ona to. 
ee the algeous censure of TUR and oe. WHITEOUT. : eee 


QOh-oh. BiSexual 
preplay! Sf we can slip 

. this past the audience, 
we're home free. 
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_.. From the|dentification Questions fromthe 
Monday Corminal Prascts,1993 


A2: PROPS & SUCH! 


Your P&G; verbal type that he is, always used. to associate drama with language. Oh, he knew that... 
these playey things ‘were put on, of. course, and had even been.in.some of them, but his profession dealt: _ 


with words as words, and, for all his connections with practical theatre, joyful as they niay have. been, he. 


found himself consistently, for a good deal of his 4ife, approaching a play, any play, as a compendium of . : 


inscribed items, with no particular worry as to whether said items had ever really. been uttered. And much » 


less did he care about how an utterance might go, and. what the utterer might be: engaged in when s(he) - Pe 


_ gave voice to what was on the page. °- 


aiid gtaduallydiscéveréd thatthe hadito fipitie ‘out thie performance; had-to‘know-and-show- what péople-were |. 

_ doing on stage, and even what they might have in their hands as they modulated the classic lines. Yes, O : 
Best Beloved, he had to concern himself with stage- properties,.those orphans of the dramatic storm, . 

. because. they were very important: one may speak the Very same words on a stage twice, holding different - 

_ objects each time, arid the meaning will be very different—if, say, the actor is holding an enchos, a sword, 


_ the first time, and a skoramis, a chamber pot, the second, Things, Your P&G, found, are right dowh at the 2. 


base of drama, especially comedy—and comedy was what he did. He was converted, at least partially, to 
being a thing person. 7 eg a a oe toe ee oe ee 


+ “And it:is as well that he was,’ for sp’s lubricious; W. allowPlay,.GreaseTrap, or The Plumber’ o. 
', Friend, was positively loaded with objects, full of stuff. You may have noted. this when wrestling with 


the. messy fragment of & sp’s directorial copy of GT 3.8, which featured the plain view use of two 


_ certainly germane things—items that, in their own way, encapsulated a good deal of GT’s méaning. Irefer, 9 


of course,to 


-. PlungeA/Ticklestick: ~_ "Shornbloom*:. 


: Important isn’t the word. They were/are.central to what that curious near-comedy, whose performance set | 0 
_. . the drama in High Thefarie back nearly to its beginnings. We possess no more of d'sp’s playbook, more’s 


_ the pity. .. but we do, luckily, have a clutch of curious graphics that can only depict props from that play, 


. - given the similarity of #11 to an item in the. Scribblings to’ GT 3.3. Yes, we have more than mere words! + | 


And,.oh blessedly, You Know. What-They Are! 


On. the next page are depicted 12:(IWELVE) props fron) GréaseTrap, of which you | 
should choose 3 (THREE) for your knowing trecitment. In each case, answer the. > 
__following:questions: Ist: What, precksly, Is If? ‘2nd: Describe It fully—size, material; ~ | 
“etc. 3rd: At what point, under what clicumstances, by whom, and how is/was If used - 
In the Play? Treat this thoroughly.if briefly. 4th: One of the three, of course, was vital 


_ 19 GTin meaning and performance: Treat this with especial care. 


! This may be construed..to come: under: the. heading of Dirty-Pool, inasmuch as the ID’s have traditionally been kept 
Tigorously from the subject; theme, whatever of the‘Long Questions: But this one seemed so self-cocking that I couldn’t - 
really pass it by. . . and besides, by the time I’d rescued the computer from the seventh crash, F had too mich time invested 
in the graphics, tawdry as they are, to do anything else. | | 


: eats 
. . . . . 
n . . 3 : . 7 : ‘ 
rs “ é . a . - : 
% a Z . és * . a - . é a 

* “ J . . rg 

% ioe . . - . : os es 

‘. oe . 2 . yo. 
© : ¢ Mg aad . * 
. . * . 
2 f ‘aa ee 
a . oo . is ° . : 7 4 . 2 ore 
. . « . ey ta *: = 
< : . r ; ss «x 
. - te . « “ 
' 


PHL PL oA 


s * 


* 
. . . 
q 


over? 7 3 te . . é * . P 
qua cqour yee crower? ¢ G 
ones 


. 


tet 


D6 Sam 


s . ~ . iar . ‘ e = 
’ 2 
me ee oe et ae py po : 


High Thefarie 64 


From the LONG QUESTIONS from the. 
“Monday Terminal Prascis, 1993. 


plus, i course, attendant Gitiractions aes distractions 
com at the Pleasuredom (sic) of ORUNMACEM. 


heal sist °° Dos . F = 
ei Bae oh AR OB 
e . . 


om 
re EE Se - . 

ae Se ee ae eae ee a ea oo , 
: : 

. 4 % 


I, Drama, of course, holds the mirror up to nature, But what sort of a ‘mirror?. Does the image: come pack . 


reversed, as in our usual mirrors, where mirroree waggles aright hand, and mirrorer flaps.a left in return? Or 


. -does it flip the image over, so that right waves back at right?, And is the image accurate? Same size, .. . 
“- allowing for distance? Or does the mirror compress the original, or strétch it out; or knock off the comers, ~- 
_. or oscillate straight edges into sine waves, or reflect a reflection: of a reflection? Or... Enough of that, i. a 
7 _ probably. I only asked because it’s hard to use évidence like this—that is, the evidence of GreaseTrap,; 2 oe 
a3 which 1 is all-we have of HT drama, to establish the true-nature:of that fascinating question: How did the: -. 
‘elate to éach. other in: High Thefarie? Relate they did:. we. know that on the evidence of dsp and | 
Eniaca’ S six [tsk!] marriages, and their [at least two] children, who went to camp. The number.of © < * 
rematriages ‘would be unusual in the RW, but, otherwise, it could be here, it really could: Except. Except: | 
- for the embarrassing facts that Thefarien females were oviparous, and the males sat on the eggs till they. -:. 
_-. hatched, and father was thus remembered as mother. And the strange cross-dressing that went on: Where.did ... . 
_» &sp get so many culottes?.And the answer is, From the Mauve Wyvern tour in 599, of course, because 
|. MEN played’*WOMEN's roles in HT drama, and-vice versa. But when you say that, what have you: “said?. 
‘What is a male role in a theatre where all males play females? And culottes are really a rather neutral sort.’ 
le ie  garment;! ‘anyway; now, if Osp had worn-skirts, we’d.know where we were. But did men usually wear . 


culottes, or just in the theatre, of or... ? And then there’s the matterof Osp’s pronouns in the Playbook to 


. GreaseTrdp 3: 3: Hogflanks i is referred to-as she, and SO we > Presume that 3 sp Played the role. .. but. he. 
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| es might have been jailing about the actor, in which case it would be Eniaca’s role, since it’s certainly the 


ne probably from Motion [which is to say, Act] 2, where either Hotflanks or ‘Simple. says: 


Ba CAO knows I’m willing, sailor. 
Tell who said that-—Eniaca or dsp—and everything falls into ies 


a cae Discuss, authoritatively, the question of GENDER in High thefarle. using ds.a prime .. 
-. 1°” soureé the, Second Motion (Act) of Grease Trap—which you sdw, and know so 
thoroughly that you can cite It from memory. ‘Motion 2, with its stress on “shocking 
; passion,” can establish the relative states-of the sexes beyond a doubt, but draw. 
from your encyclopedic knowledge of Thefarte as well as ips Play. 


Tr Intirnations a hints, of course, have already aseeted. in this P caxi ra that. the plungerfticklestick * 
>. “conveys-a great deal about Thefarien drama..But why plumbing? What. conceivable reason could dsp. have ° 


— Thefarie,. what did Drama have to to with Plumbing, and vice versa? 


a ; Trace the formation of Mauve’ Wyvem and show, conclusively, how Motion 2 of 
ae GreaseTrap | with the hints.In the preserved fragments of 3,3, explore both fields In 
_ terms of the other. Get to the Truth behind the common statement about dsp. that 
as an actor he was an excellent plumber, and asa plumber a topnotch actor. A’ 
ae instance of deep praise, of course—but proved it, Show that the plunger/ticklestick 
oS sa perfectly accurate symbol of thése two wedded areas. ‘And answer the dae | 
Pe aa question: Why was Grease Trap. (@apL- @AL) called GreaseTrap ?:.:. 


~~ source of drama, in an archetypal set-to. between Old. King and New King, or.chorus and single 
” ‘speaker/singer, or two contenders, or male/female. But in High Thefarie, the basic quarrel, battle, war was 
always ‘between Actor and Audience. Drama i 1S more than Conflict there: It’s assault. And.the énemy is. 


' Discuss the catastrophic Fallure of GreaseTrap - at the Stye at Brummagem In 599. 
Break’ the happenings down. account for what precisely it was In the play that so 
- infuriated the qudience, and comment leamedly and perspicaciously on the 
: shategies and stratagems employed by. both sides. ‘Be sure to use vou diagrams. 


“Iv. ais of course, in ‘failed plays die—though not in thie Thefarien sense—twice, ‘and most horribly: First, 
at the actual point when the play bombs; second, when they read the reviews. High Thefarie, blessed Jand, 
_ had no theatrical reviewers. But never mind that. You were there, O Best Beloved. 


Review the one and only performance of GreaseTrap, assigning the manifold Bangs | 
a and the infinitesimal praises. Summarize the play..Note deftly the inept use of the 
Stage, the Violations of dramatic rules, the absolutely awful acting (give Instances), 
| and anytning else nasty that OCCUTS fo you. ‘Quote, Be willy. deft, and hideous. 


“Y, Central, of course, to BRUMMACEH was the SensoORIUM—but not merely i in location. Granted, the 
| non-initiate might. -easily suppose it to be no more than titillation. Given that the main thrust of this 


Praxis is the GreaseTrap catastrophe, it would be quite easy for the non-initiate to mistake it, in oe of 
‘its placement, as no more than a show. 
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more aggressive part... . But why do L go on like this. You know. what the Truth is, O Best Beloved, and 
SO, please, please, tell me. Because it all comés ‘down to a question abou the one other surviving fragment, 


_had.to form The Mauve Wyvern Mime. Troupe and. Domestic Plumbing Company? Come down to ot in 


“i. Drama, of course, ‘is: Conflict. We’ re raised on ‘that, here in the West of the RW. Ras so in High po 
. “"Thefarie, but with a difference: Conflict, certainly, but Conflict between Whom? Here we can posit the. 


8 Them, sitting out in the Suckslot, encroaching on the Dimzone, daringly darting at the Stye itself. It’s no 
a? As “woritier ef var Grease rap vombed:The wonder‘is' ‘that it-gZorto “Motion 4 At ALL esr 


Dd rq pt” 
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na But tt was not, ‘Trace tie ‘disit of fe] fypicat tourist—& sp wit do—through the: 

. sengorium, both the. genéial route through the entire place, and then, in detail... 

through the: senspod devoted to the Finger, which. is tosay the sense of Touch.. Utilize . 
the diagrams, naming the stops. ‘and explaining the. Order and Pattern, Do not — 


- exclude Morality.: -Or Religion, if so Inclined. Was the scnsorum Sensuous, te 
2 sensual, or sensible? ot, oe ae ee 


“VL Awful, of course, — awtul: He lost hig Address Book? What all the ae for? Why. should dsp. 
have. been so upset? Which i is, ‘of course, the Question, He lost it, rememiber,, spang. in ‘the center of the 


| Biessed Boutnis, center of the scnsORIum, center of BRUNHAGEN. And what. was in that small inky 
_ bombshell? And. whiat was hie doing? And: where, precisely where, did he lose it? - 


_ Trace: and explain the loss of dsp’ s Address Book, topographical, historically, and 


_ even personally: he was very flustered. But so was. BRUMNAEH. tadss Welk ele was" . 
= Reverthe same, Use the dlagrarns, of course, Ae ee : : oe, of | 


ae es 


¢ fle Bkessed Boudoit 


[CONGREGATIO OMNIVM SENSVVM] 
in the SensoRIUM . 
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Identification Lists. 
from the Terminal Prascets, 1993 


F riday: Here we go again, off to. the Bits and Pieces, the Selected Shorts saiich test the 
working order of your Memory’s extremely Random Access..But never fear; the facts are all 
there somewhere; all you have-to do is dredge them up, brush them off, set them forth tenderly 
in the light. All that it requires is Brute Recollection, gross and simple. Were it not Memory, - 
but Invention, that were required, in some. unthinkable scenario where you actually had to -_ 
Make Things Up, well, I would worry about you; the strain, the risk of absolute and utter © 

| failure—that would be more than formidable... _ 


AS it is, though, my only concern is that you. might spend too aia time -on tie ensuing 
# sidan Parsi An hour should be more than enough. Count ‘your eget al ; 


a COMESTIBLES - 


| | “Food; food, L glorious food! ” sing Oliver and the boys, and. their. celebration i is : echoed i in Host cultures. ee 
A¥e < eTheltane 4s-often’ different;of; course;:but: the. fact-‘emains:People—-nogcheck-that-<; AtaaReings Like to EAT.” 


‘attraction to ‘their edible sustenance, and to: the processes attendant upon it. In the their development of. _ 


myriads various mystiques surrounding Food, its Preparation, Serving, and ington: the High Thefariens 
- ‘were very like us.. | 


“When it came to the particulars of Food and its Rituals, howéver, they differed sharply. dsp, who hiad ; 
' suffered from a. tendency towards. extreme fleshiness in-hig RW existencé, spent his first years ‘in. High . 
_ | -Thefarie seriously underweight: not only. could he not get used to what his hosts put into. their mouths, but: 

|” he proved hideously maladroit at picking up the myriad twists and turns of decreed: behavior connected with 
..+. vit, having been raised on such barbarous customs as’“Clean Your Plate!” and “Don’t Play With Your: | 


A tendered him as Victor of Trolitrial at Enphurli, that he buckled down to eating inreal earnest. and became, . 


~ Tater, Das and Pairs of mee es in the six-teens and six-twenties seis to his Good a CHT: 
ee ee 4 9BeIow" fare: sista: 2h (TWENTY-FOUR): a eee “Thefarler: onne ep eo 
Lt entrees, desserts. Choose 3 (THREE) for. ee knowing Heaven In. each Case, 
: + ‘answer the following quéstions: , ie 
~-. 1st: What,-precisely, Is it? 
2nd: How Is It prepared? | 
fe 3rd: When—time of day, season of year (lf appitcatbie, holiday (lf applicable). 
2  &S.—-s it eaten? | | | , 
Ath: Where, and In what clrournstances, Is It eaten? 
5th: How lsiteaten? 
Sth: What are the results of eating It virongly 


. + BE SURE to choose Items which demonstrate dsp’ S Initial feelings at cision 
~ Thefarien cuisine—feelings which, as you well remember, vale from story: 
diffidence to Bowne gut-wrenching disgust. 


Oh. Choose ONE from Column A. ONE from Column nB, and ONE from Column nc 


- 


l Twenty-four? Why twenty- -four? Well, there are so many oe that I couldn’ ‘really choose, and I wanted 
"+ “you to have:the. same:glorious feeling. No, don’t thank. me.. Bee eee, Soe 
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"Nature, ‘provident as always, sees that species,. genera—whatever—preserve themselves by a distinct: 


' Food!” It was not until his first PUBLIC: DISGRACE in 580, resulting. from the Grand Banquet* eS 


inthis if nothing else, a model Thefarien, one who served wel—and often,in the “Food War” of 595. And - i . se 


Patty Moult - _ 9. Mocha@ Ax | ee 72 Jellied XACOMAY | 
2: - Taxes Tossed - ~. 10.. Glazed Quacksalver 18..  Quickstrioe Melissas 
3. Moat Leaf. 11. + Gefitte Festschrift . 19... Steamed Garottes 
4. GlomBake —. . ° 42. . Infarcted Winkles —_. 20. NadirNosh: .-. | 

5.  Skewllops -- | . 13.-  Shoatin the Dark . 21. ~ UpsideDown Surprise 
6... Ostinato. Chutney _ - - 14, .  PineWheel Potage .- 22, Pass-the-Fazool- . 
| . Crotchetts ve oe 15.. Comeapart Compote 23. CEufs' e 
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chile Easy 1G, Favored Curry 240 Cupadilla 


a FALSE FRIENDS 


. or of y you who have studied.a second language will be ruefully familiar with those items in your new 
_ acquisition sometimes lumped under the arresting title of “FALSE FRIENDS”—words and phrases which —. 
resemble ones in your first Janguage SO closely that you présume, quite naturally, that they. possess the’. 


same meanings. ... until you find out, to your cost, that they denote/connote something quite different. One 


__ of the standard examples for. English. speakers learning French, for example, i is the innocuous utterance en 


* soar: ‘The ‘nataear féndency for. ‘thé tyro’ is*tottike itas equivalent ‘te’ in““inveffect,2. only: -to.discover that it. . 


comes out as “really” or “actually” or even “in actuality,” which, in context, can cast a quite different light 


on the surroundings. Given the American ineptitude i in other tongues, such phenomena can sometimes have 7 : 
far-reaching consequences, I need only cite the Versailles Conference after WW I, where Woddrow Wilson 
and his entourage took extreme umbrage at a request made by the French government, which had merely - 


asked that something be done, using the. standard French verb for “ask,” demander. But-the Americans, as 


: . ever bumptiously conscious that they and they alone had saved Western Civilization, understood itas 
> equivalent to ‘DEMAND, and.the fat was in.the fire. What right had those Frogs to DEMAND anything ve 
-” from the ¢ great ‘US of A? And the repercussions lasted, and helped bring about Www I. Demander was a 
_ FALSE FRIEND; it looked. like “demand,” but really merely meant “ask.” _ Be 


There are FALSE FRIENDS; embodiments of cultural ambiguity, i in other areas than the purely verbal. - 


| dsp.was constantly in hot water throughout his half-century in Nigh Therarte because he 
e consistently misinterpreted things—a myriad of objects which looked exactly, or nearly exactly, like. 
_midAmerican items with which he had grown up. He would treat, or use, or react to, a given object in the. 

; appropriate RW way. . . only to find that: only to find that he had committed a dreadful social gaffe, or 


“rir “Seared a war, or’ ‘Vegi a‘most inconvenient relationship: -Y ov eain*recall« instantly-the: dreadful affair at... 


Bolsena i in 575, when he picked his teeth with a votive object, or at Vei as late as 623, when he “salted” his 


“soup’ ’ only to find that he had utterly reas any hope of peor or saa ops ac oe 


remains of the holiest hermit i in the InBack. 


On the next. page, ‘you’ wil find jouer of 12 (TWELVE) of these FALSE - 
FRIENDS—obJects, etc., closely resembling (fairly) common items In the RealWorld, 
©. Which Ds5 misinterpreted Oey, Choose.3 (THREE) fof-your knowing treatment. In . 
.  @a€Ch case, give: 
Ist, the Presumptive Nature ot the object: What did Dsj5. think it was? . 
2nd, Its Real Nature: What was It, actually, In High Thefare? 
3rd, Dsp's mistake: What did he do with if? : —: 
Ath, the dolorous.and dreadful results of that mistake: What disaster, large or small, 
did It cause? 


‘Wl ” BE SURE to locate object, mistake, and results In Space and Time and Circumstance. 
" *«Where and-when and in what specific situation In High Thefarle did-each. chosen 
instance occur? 


"4 


Let me-ask—not demiind—quite that you be mercifuli in your treatment of OSp’s, weil, lack of perspicacity in all 
- these affairs. Dull, he was; imperceptive, he was; stupid, he may well have been. But none of it was intentional, he meant 


well, he was under pressures—you know the bit. Besides, it’s almost Christmas. Falalalalah, lalah lah lah, and all that. 
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Monday: High Thefarie may seem to be going through a drab patch, what with. the nuts-and- - 
bolts orientation of the material that’s been disclosed this year. The FRIBAYs had shopping 
in. a mall, for heaven’s sake: . : and & Sp’s. dirty little play concerns plumbing, its logo 
being crossed plungers. Your P&G noticed with the FRIBAYs an undercurrent, not of ‘revolt; — 
but of discontent: Wasn’t it perfectly obvious that Otherworlds were above such matters—or, if. 
not above, at least beyond such annoying everydayness, such quotidian familiarity? Leave 
drains and gift certificates—so I detected—for the plodders, those who stay in the RW and find. 
it good and-sufficient. = a a Go. ie, Ee _ i 

. And yet. Life has to be got through, even. in High Thefarie. S's3o was there for more than half a 

_ century, and over such a stretch, high heroics are only occasionally in evidence. And, yes, 

' - shopping and plumbing do keep coming up. It’s better when the plumbing doesn’t come up, 
but it’s part of life—of Otherlife in an Otherwhere. Most days, eyen Middle Earth, or Namia, or. 
OZ, or any other Imagination, are dull: Note how quickly Odysseus passes over time spent on’. 
| the ‘boat. And so.I feel no shame, or whatever at asking.you about items that you may think - 

_you’d go to High Thefarie to get away from, or pursuing, quite relentlessly, the’ steady spoor of 
‘details upon details in areasof experience that you don’t care for at all. These IDs may drive you. 
"Up the wall. .. but I don’t really care. Nota jot. Nawww. en 


An. hour should be more than enough. Count your: blessings. a a dae 
a 3: COLLECTIBLES..or rather - « 


me: 


Ol, such dreck! Or, if not exactly dreck, what a waste of time, and money, and space, and. : .. 


In fact, my‘only concern is that you might spend too much time on the erisuing trivial pursuits... - 


’ _Trefer, of course, to what people keep around. To the worthless, spacehiogging stuff that litters the. | | 
“mantels, and sideboards, and breakfronts, and closets, and attics, and basements, and even ‘lawns of this... 
section of the RW—the things, utterly without value, that inhabitants of this our.world cannot bring E. 


themselves to jettison, or, even worse, acquire, quite deliberately, simply to have around. 


ee ~. Milo’s Venus with a timepiece:in:her. tummy-can stand for-it all,-I suppose.-Or. plaster mallards winging 4 
- + across the family room to the dining el. Or Barbies and Kens and GI Joes, carefully-stashed to await heaven : 


knows what day of reckoning. Or elves—which always look rather like gnomes—studding the front yard | 


“ grass. Or. . . or. . . Misbegotten to start, and only grown worse.with‘the inroads of time: ’ 


[Its worse now,-of course. We have the Franklin Mint, and other Dreckmeisters of that ilk, who ° 


manufacture ‘col lectibles—things with no conceivable nature except stashability, possibly with the 
- “completely feckless rationalization that it—more than ticking Venus or Dwalin flaking paint—is a Good 


Investment..Gnward and upward with QVC and baseball cards, printed for the occasion...) 0 
'. A good phenomenon to:flee, one might think, and one would be right. So right, So very right. Let us 


run away, O Best Beloved, refugees from Kitsch, and leave the dead hand of tastelessness behind. Far, far - 


behind. And whither shall we run? To what blessed spot? Where can we get a life? In what happy land? ... 


Well, certainly NOT in High Thefarie One and all, the Thefariens were/are packrats of a stature hardly 
- ever found in our RW. Beside them, we are the veriest pikers—except for O s1p, of course, who heverlet. °° 
wn out, and found a plethora of acquisitive soulmates in that happy, happy, stuffed: 


anything be thro 
Kingdom: 


They. would, and did, keep anything. Their houses groaned—and, when their houses filled, they thoved to ome 

others that offered. them space for things and things and things. All-of them. Even Eniaca, she the Omni-  ~ © 
versant, a Renaissance Woman int a place where there had been, and would be, no Renaissancé—even she | 

~ had’a thing for carved insects, and windup XAGMACs, and antiqued lampstands, and obsidian puffballs, = 2. 

and autographed summonses, and... But why am I telling you all this? So that you will tell me,O Best.....' ~~ . 


Beloved, so that you will tell me. | 
"Below, you will find listed the 12 (TWELVE) most favored, and most Improbable. : 
categories of collectibles/kitsch/trash—objects, etc., which the Thefarlens. 


- acquired and kept till the-:Nick. .of Doom.2 Choose 3 (THREE): of these 
Classifications for your knowing treatment. For each: . a 


. 2 Which came, of course, at the end of XV/625. . 
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~ Ist, state ve sorts) of things the sCaieaen gontained,. , io 
2nd, choose the most bizarre item collected.in that Classification, ‘and describe if 
a thoroughly. Size, materiat, distinguishing characteristics; and use, Ifany. | 
3rd, give Its provenience {i.e., tell where it: came from)and cost In modores of’ : 
Mog {the reigning ey In cat the end of XV). ae my, to mmacieaeel for Its ee 


“popularity... 


" Ath, In the case of] 1 (ONE) of these, eee, it to ‘dsp’ s fay Where and wher and 
- In-what specific situation in High Thefarle aa he encounter lf? What was the 


result of that encounter? - 
Sih, consider supplying sketches, however Og 


P lease, oh please be merciful i in your treatment of osp’s,. well, lack: oo persicae in this-matter. Pasteléss,. fe: was; ~ 4 


improvident, he was; greedy, he may well. have been. But: none: of it. was bad-hearted, he meant ‘well, ae was born that: a 
Fe ae know the bit. Besides, it's ‘almost Sane Falalalaiah, lalah lah lah, and all that. Jou 


es “Metal Fasteners oe ae, | " Leaves . 

- Be. Buckles Go, a hes a : Ny “ 8. Napkin Piercers: 

3." Votive Candles - CE 9S Axillary Jewels?» 

4, Tattoos (s/c: 10%. Orreries : ny ~ 
“5: ) Saddle’ Pomme Po TE People’ Dols with Animal Faces” 


ae ?-One-needed:a pierced armpit-for this: ¥..-but thereavere.many such. -.. -.<:+ 
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fromthe 


~ PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the ‘Terminal Prascts, 1994 


- Down To the Wire. 


_ One of those expressions - ages desivation seems fairly obvious. Race the Sport of Kings, saa all that. 
‘The thundering bunch of bangtails careening madly down the stretch, the outcome in doubt until, well, 
-until the very very last possible Instant. Exciting. The true stuff of Spectatorism, pumping the blood, 


speeding the breath, hoarsing | tlie voice. And then the Instant — and the cluster of quadrupeds 
- . moils madly at the , and that wonder: Did Mine Win? 
. But: Did you ever wonder, Why Wire? I mean, why not String?. Why not Tape? Why.not T hread? A horse. . .. . -: 
‘at full tilt slamming into a Wire? A ae fixed and taut? pomenody might get OEE. VErCnet rae hie ee ses 
'-Or Decapitated. Oreven.; © ose 
_ Tell: me about it. ; ; oe i 
“The Preceptor and Guide who hands this item to you this morning, 8 ee 1994, is hardly a whole. 
- man. Oh, I know he fooks to.be alive, -full of pith and ginger, a fellow of wmnate jest; in comre? 
“Possession ‘of all faculties and body parts, but, in reality, he is scarred. - am oe 
” He has’ seen the Wire , -and it works. Somewhere, out there on the track, he left his head, and Cc x e knows, 
iN Red 8 ii d-what else? Heéicat: it; Wery close this year, and it reciprocated, and:cut himeveryicloges.and::: Bee ore 
~. What's he weaning for a head? Amazing what they can do these days with a little plastic, a little a 
‘ maché. 
a point of fact, it is legitimate matter for debate as to whether he i 1s here at all. He doesn’ t, sonichow: 
. “feel here. Mayhap—good’ word, that—mayhap he is ‘still lying ‘theré, back at the. track, cut off [and . 
down, and &CLOSS, and. through] i in to very moment of achievement. That he was, ane 18 . *, 


Down At The Wire. _ | 
Then what? Ss up at the front of the class? = A tsiumph of 1 inertia, tradition, habit. Devsicteace pays. 


' _ But I cere 


Ever’ solicitous of your welfare, ut Preceptor & Guide. herewith pronounces: 
; - officially, i in class, the Eff-Cee, or Fatal Commitment. The Long Questions, at least, - 


: in this year's Terminal. ‘Praxis will concern one very confusing item: . 


A Mirror Child: | 
” Reflection, Refraction, Diffraction, Distortion, and 
' Fragmentation in’ Dich Therarie, | 
| with Particular Attention’ 
to the Gardens of _ 
BAROR — 
year 614 and after, 
but with constant cross-referencing. 
Prime source: HT 31, with particular attention 
top. 57 and p. 59. Since p. 57 and p. 59 are, at.the moment, 
blank, this poses rather a problem. | 


o- 


Rather inaccurate, as it turns out. But close enough to start. 


1 \Phere:is a: verb-to..hoarsen;. but it.would ‘spoil the rhythm..So here behold, -for- the. first .and. last..time, the present partitiple 
ot to hoarse. No, don’t thank me. The question, as Humpty Dumpty said, 3 is .who’s to‘be master, that’s all. 
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And off we go... 


%) 
at a's 
eetate: p< 
x eS ¢ 
oe \ 


iv qe sa Ox A 
PRES RS 


/ 
Sas 4 : 


- Was it all done with mirrors? Not quite. | =. ab 

. Was it all undone with mirrors? Pretty near. . . | | 
_ I refer, of course, to O-sp’s disastrous construction, The Gardens of BAROR, which nearly ous iowa: 
_Drsh Therarre twice: first, there was the early invasion by the’ Snollygosters in 614, saved: only by. - 


-- Leftwich’s glorious Leap at.the Battle of Horizon Ridge; then, nine years later, its delayed: repercussion in. The 
_Profusion of Images of 623, which brought down‘such government, as. remained and. Jeft-a vacuum for the Class . |: 
' Struggle of 624. In. the event,’ things did Tum Out All Cae and High: ‘Thefarie did move on to. XVI, but for Be 


while it was touch and go. © 
Or, rather, impinge and reflect. - _ | 
He was, frankly, much too concemed with’ image, was ‘dsp. The world’s, ceaselessly cain and twisted i in 
. Strangely ‘silvered glass. His own, tirelessly. checked and furbished in any bright. sutface. A slave to’ appearances, 
_ that! s what he was. And he almost enslaved that world..For good.. .or rather for bad. 
And mirrors, O Best Beloved, mirrors and their effects, in the winding-down of Cycle XV, will supply the Long’ 
. Questions for this year’s TERMINAL PR Aoxieyour Preceptor & Guide will endeavor, as always, to supply. © 
a sufficient variety in the Six. Questions to allow you to demonstrate your: ‘nowledge to its best advantage, but all. 
of the Six. will deal in somé fundaméntal way with mirrors and/or their equivalents, and all of the Six will stem from’ 


“BARGOR or its consequences, primarily but not exclusively the Battle of Horizon Ledge, the Concord of Lake 7 


ee the Profusion. of Images, and the Breaking of the Concord.. 
‘Therefore, in the pian days that remain, let me exhort you, first, to: 


- think MIRROR! 


“And, while you're’ sainche to. brighten yout absolutely total recall of H x<hoO erarie with Cetiseless ea 
_.of eefarien. Materials [hereinafter abbreviated eM], with concentration on BAROK a and after: I aie some. 
" passages of Unuaee interest: | ie : 


“from n Tentative Chronology 8 8.0 0 


614: (591 i Spriigy: Gardens of Barok 0 open; ; Establishment immobilized (HT 31) | 
: Dsv's Fourth Public DISGRACE. : 
 - Librationy: DSP lasts one day as Sutrela (€ragon-soxer; in recovery at Rosehaven unti Falla: 
_ (AT 39) a 

...’) Pally: Mt. Punctilious erupts, engendering thes Rifti in the Succession 

TS Snollygosters at Horizon Ledge (HT.31); ' 

| _ Repulse of Snollygosters by (Morris) Leftwich's Leap 

is ‘Osp's late arrival at battle of Horizon - 
-~ "Concord of: Lake Seenily _ 

623: 68} Spring,: Osp incarcerated for 25 days beneath waves at Ywis faa 42.3) 


AS... -Profusion.of.Jmages.. (HT. 16); ‘Concord of. Lake Seemly broken . 


OT Mee BTA SH Me 
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 fromHT16,p.23. 
ltheApocalypse of TARXI 25. 16-197) 


of deal. 17. And these did endlessly reflect’ each the other, emptiness of all emptinesses, world. 
rar without end. 18. And: the one is called, Love, which is to od se ioe 19. and the one is. called, 
ee ee which is to say, cages 


. from HT 31, p 6 
ithe Transfigurational Vista of the Gardens of BAROR] 
[emphasis added]. 


© which, canniialy conceived to ) ferry the spiritually cleansed viewer in‘a self-steering boat 

across a wide, unruffled mere to.a flowered isle topped by a neat but tasteless.castlet which, 
_ upon entry, proved to be much larger.and infinitely 1 more opulent inside than out, where, gazing’ . 
- “into the ‘waverin surface of a curiously fr; ned mirror, he Id behold himself at once arrived : 


ae = green. pastures through which he had so lately passed, whereupon he would raise a richly - 
ce A it eg wrought cup for'thie draught that cheers, went, due to’partiat power failure and some industrial. 


4 sabotage in the formulation of the enabling spells and charrns, completely, if you except the 
_ fact that there ‘was after all a boat, wrong, with the result that the mere drained, .exposing the 
track and ‘cogs and rendering the ride exceedingly bumpy, the dock on the isle could only be 
_ reached ‘by: an‘arduous hand-over-hand ¢limb from the prematurely beached boat, the lilies 
~ had wilted over the path, the mockup castlet displayed advanced symptoms of woodrot, the 
. interior opulence sprouted. disgusting blue fungus, and the mirror, working only sporadically, 
«4:4 displayed the viewer-in the midst of a mindlessly carnal contretem the stews of | 
. Clus, while thé draught, in which the three game remaining beholders of that first/last day 
- _ eee, induced, not cleansing and rededication, but the cathartic nausea and catatonia 
"attendant upon ee in “what it were not exaggeration to. term the: Acme of 
irene mate Di: saster. . | ) 7 oe | 


“from HT'35, p. 70: 


“You were there, at.. The Profusion of Images which swept away The Coucard of Lake Secuip: 
“You were watching, closely, when Mt. Punctilious erupted early and forced The Rift in the Succession... 
_ [You were watching, closely,] when noses s creation of The Gardens of BAROR came close, all too close, 


m3 ‘to pray the Pattern. 


‘fom HT 15, p. 22:0 
[* Epiphanic Monostichs”] 


Overheard at Horizon Ledge: 
. “My mother loathed =" the c telescope here: ve 


ine from HT 19, p26... 
f oe ("Friends and Wellwishers’ aq | | 
Leftwich, Morris _. The Crypt. Horizon n Ledge  . so little left of a hero after - 
ni = the disbarment — | 


wot 
BO 
Pats 

Hg 


34: The finbering-is warmenee course: ‘There: -was—sigh-=a an The correct numeration would, be_i7 «20, but why mess 
things up more than they are? 


197 


16. And a “great sign appeared | in the South, as of two mirrors, one in a frame of gilt, and. one in a fare 
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- ie rr . * ad let me call your attention also-t As L - 

ie Dat Sew °° HY 62, pp. 169-170 _ F 7 
sa. Oe Oe ee maps.of the so-called “Primal Lands” which include BAROK} : | 
e ane ; a Pia ae ane e -. let'me call your attention also to.” i 7 a ees Mee wes. were : , 
a ee ee i. a cetaeess Wie eiened ul ae a | 
eee Se ee ae {the map of Horizon Ledge and Environs] _ eo Sie ie a # 
_ : . ey "Armed with these memory aids, eefarien. Materials, the MAP, and, above all, your ‘staggering A. oe 

7. eae ‘knowledge, you. should be ‘able’ to answer, at length, any. of the six Long Questions, which will. 2 es 
oo deal with such elementary itemis about the mirrors ast. ae oe eke bre ae ee ae ie 3 oo 
ma -_ _Late-Life Crisis: The Narcissist: & The Girl from the Pool ['But She's a Mirror Chita eo 4 ee E 
7 ae - Refletion’ Virtual Image, or, The Search fora Focus-* Lon = * 
es ‘Refraction: €wapre@—the Land Behind the Mirror 2° ae a ee ge | 
os _ Diffraction: The Profusion of Images, or, A Prophecy” Realized oe? ee 3 . 
nN oll _ Distortion: ‘Unstable Fate of a “Theme Pane 2. ie, Me BPO . 4 | 
Fer Aan ‘Fraginentation:. By hes Shattering:of the: Mirrorcettwich- On-and Oft-the Ledge Sie, Ps 

ae | a 
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“W@entification Lists . 
“from the ne Corwinel Deassts. 1994 


1. GoDs 

Gods? Oi, ‘did ‘zy have Godst It ‘was a jammed pantheon, that accuniulation of Goddesses, Gods, 
Godlettes, Godlets, and Godlings to whom the Thefatiens, venerators all, cubitoflected.! The crowded: 
_ precincts of Enna, each for a different divinity, that are mapped on the Fegatonian Grid [@.M, p. 40] give . 

only the barest idea of the real tnob ‘of squabbling supetnaturals who oversaw, quite fragmentarily, the 

_ destiny of Nish Gerarte. There was, it seemed a God for everything, not just the important things — 
you know, Sun, Moon; War, Weather, Marriage, Wisdom. No, no; that was where high. @erarie | 
' started, After that, the deluge, a flood of Gods for every jejeune jot, every tiny tittle-of existence. Gods of - 


_tivers, Gods of streams, Gods of pools. Gods of‘armaments, Gods of tools, Gods of kitchen utensils. Gods _ . 
_ of. travel, Gods c of roads, Gods of specific alleys. Gods of knowledge, Gods of writing, even a God of the. 
~ letter ©. It required special functionaries [AJ] S] TE] just to keep the GodLists i in some sort of order. For _ 


the nonThefarien; knowing God, any God, was a real problem. 
- Not that dsj—that monster. of impiety —found it such. True to his seticn: nature, his chionicles 
treat only the big-ticket items, the obvious Gods, especially the sun-Goddess CA. Rather than present 
Thefarien religious experience in the full sweep of its massed and choppy nature, he even imported one God 
_of his own, TONITHUS, God of. Small Favors—who was probably a joke; anyway. Beyond that, nada:? 
Were it up to dsp, the study of Theenen thology: in Texas would show meee more than an Utter and | 


- Absolute Blank. . 
. Happily, it is not up to ‘osp. Because there i is You.. or there ae You. .Or, anyway; thet Vol are, 


"Steeped in lore, legend, myth, and ritual as you are, it will be but the work of a minute — or at most, one =~ | 


. half-hour—for 3 you-to-set atleast part of the record straight. .- es ae 
ee to do, thus: eo : a ed : 


ee Below. dre listed. 12: TWELVE] of the mytlad Thefarlen Gods. Greatest, least, 
. betweenest, and all other gradations. Each Is accompanied by a standard - 
oan ‘epithet—which may be unobvlus, Inaccurate, of wrong, of Gourse. Choose 3 [THREE] -- | 
- ead knowing treatment. In each case, answer the following questions: . 


Ast What is tt 225 esa oa of 
2nd: What does It look like—or, better, what is its distinctive appearance? 
‘Std: How does it oversee Its specific area of power/expertise/concein? 
4th: Where In High Thefarle is It usually tobe found? — an 
3 Sth: Whats the meaning of the epithet? | : 
6th: How does one : worship it, or atleast ‘acknowledge its existence? 


: - For at itHeast ONE fl , of these Gods, account for one s curlous slence conceiing it 
by relating, very briefly, the occasion on which he encountered it. 
Any other information you can supply fora given God will be quite welcome—but. 
" cannot, given the brlef time at your disposal, be required. 
" At least one of the Gods chosen should be, by our RW standards, featy important. 


I “cubitoflected”— ., “bent the elbow,” the Thefarien posture of devotion analogous to RW: European genuflection. But this 


Standard ieligou a maneuver, indulged in. every Fiveday by the faithful, also involved physical inversion, contortion, and utter 


abasement, and is really much better left to the imagination. 
2 hort to be confused with NAO A, the Thefarien Goddess of Preis: resident of the strange atoll near nine 
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*. ahs 


reconstituted there. 


longer common. 


hips 


I. CULGANG the two-faced. 
2. NC the unpronounceable 

3. FOELCNS the damp 
SEL V A ‘the rustling 

. ERIPA the chilly 
MUG] the — 


, 


Ah: LASXR the magnanimous 


8. CVL ALP the nutritious | 

9. TOITLN thenasty. - 
10. AG LAX the unsmelled ~ 
lt. KA-KRAO the implacable 
12. AGIRA the avenger eo 


eB: DISEASES 


201 


“You will fave gathered, in the course of this course, that standard RW accounts of Otherworlds give the 
quotidian short shrift—or,, to. put it another way, that they neglect the usual, everyday occupations, - . 

. employments, necessities, and pastimes that constitute much the greater part of existence, in whatever. ce. 
locale. I mean, high heroics are ‘all very fine, but you can’t make a life out of theni. You ¢an. save aworld — 
on Thursday or on: Thieeday, but you still. will have to eat, cal and interact the following: Friday. or. 
Fourday, and affirm the essential dullness of life. ane 
_ In mere literature, most literary heroes or heroines miss this; oe move on to's save the next 1 world. But a 

. _ &sp’s Thefarien sojourn-lasted more than 50 years, and: thousands of his days were utterly without «.. . 

2 ap Ewa en 2g “noteworthiness—except- ‘for their complete: otherness. The least: business; of life in hish Cerarie ee 

| involved him: with/in items and actions completely at. variance with his accultiration. in basic vanilla — 
midAmerica. But he had half a century to do not much more than Hang Around, And so, he a -insofat 
_as he. could, just another Thefarien. He worked, he e played, he. familied. = 

-And he sickened. . 3 sass - 

Oh, he: wasn’t sick terribly often. An. average amount, let’s say. Over his entire span, perhaps a asin ora - 
pair of pénts a year; Nigh. erarie was not a hypochondriacal culture. And only once was he in real 
danger from illness.. But it is important to realize that his diseases, trivial and serious, were all la | 


diseases, not RW diseases. Alien he was, but he evidently brought no microbes along. 3 
. Itis probably worth reflecting at this: point that disease, though basically a biochemical phenomenon, is * - 

~ a cultural construct as well. The sheer scientific description of an imbalance in one’s system is only part of : 
the nosographic picture; the rest is supplied by consideration of what culture and society choose to consider — 

; as disease. For: the most part, even in our enlightened RW, we can beconie- ill only within: acceptable aa 
parameters. 4 Anorexia nervosa, for example, occurred at least as far ase as the Middle Ages, but it ae = 

_: not become a disease until quite recently. * = ie 

i: a 2's S]_et me make two further observations: iy A given culture varies in ‘its attitudes towards various diseases: 
Hou: semaid’s knee [as it used to be known].is rather ridiculous, even mildly shameful; cancer veerges on.- 

~ the unspeakable; AIDS calls into play a number of reactions, none of them at all pleasant.-{2] In spite of. . 
the foregoing point, we can make generalizations between cultures: ours tends, overall, to regard most. |. 
‘diseases. as afflications imposed from’ outside and hence deserving: of compassion—but the sick, in other 


| cultures, are often regarded as criminals. hizh Oerarie, however, took a different tack: with few - omen 
: exceptions, diseases were regarded as fanny, jokes imposed almost ‘at whim by one or another member of 
an unpredictable divine pantheon. The proper reply to the announcement of sickness thus ranged froma 
snorting chuckle to a grand guffaw, anda successful medic’s bedside manner partook of hysterical laughter.“ 

- Anyway, OS was sick'a number of times, always with purely Thefarien complaints, which reduced his . 
already reduced functioning. They were different from RW sicknesses; from our perspective, even: the most. | .. 
minor of them verged on the positively bizarre. And the oddness-was extended by the very curious nature of 
Thefarien medical practice: In all cases, the cure was worse than the disease: e. Quite a a bit worse, given that, 
with one exception, all of o Sp’s afflictions were minor. 3 


3 This may seem odd—until due attention 1s paid to the fact that he was not really s sO much transported to hich e oa as: 


4 Your P&G protests that he is not bene capriciously paradoxical here. The point, when well qualified, is quite a sound one, and, 
has been supported and advanced by theorists infinitely more capable and learned than he. 


“3, This‘ attitude isenot.unknown.to.us—else:we would not. give. the. verb malinger nearly.so-much. employment—but it is s happily no 
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Below YOu will find listed the: common names of 12 (TWELVE) frequent. Thefarien : 
lllnesses/diseases/affiictions/infections, suffered by dsp during his ay: Choose 3 
(THREE) for your knowing treatment. In‘each case. give: = 
‘Ist, a more or-less scientific: sep ie of the ailment 
2nd, the symptoms : 
_ 3rd, the standard prescribed freatinent - 
4th, the ultimate effect on. the sufferer (Dep) 


Ca NB: ONE (1) of your. three choleés ‘should be the single really dangerous disease a 
7 suffered by dsp. Your. account of this one should be. specific as to the date a 
“place, and should also present briefly its immediate effect on his life. me 


Let r me, a that you: be merciful i in your treatment of d sp's. pains, and not regard his sufferings. in ‘the Thefarien fashion: 2. a. 


as mere materials i low jests and ee HanOe: T mean, it’s Christmas. Falalalalah, lalah Tah. lah, oe all that. 


1. _ Parkly Heat f. )~©6 ae a - 7. ‘Covlick 
/2,Gaiter 9 8 Muzzles 
pee - a a Numps — 
a. Fartogo 9 16. Churp | 
8. Parry Parry - — a eee? * ae Moano- 

6. Happy Tutus So 12, Squish 


| BARATIPROL 


... [Archaic Thefarien Tongue Depressor] 
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— “LONG QUESTIONS - ae 
“from the oCermina 2 Prusts 1994 


a —pius, of course, stieddont attractions: and ‘distractions at. the. 1. 
‘ Amato iid [sd of BAROR, Horizon. Lerige, and other related ae, ¢ 


‘Fint, however, consider the beginning of the Lon 18 Questioun #1 from. last year's Terminal Praxis (Monday 


; Dank. of course, holds the mirror up. fo. nature, But what sort of a fnirror?. Does the i image come back 
reversed, as in our usual mirrors, where mirroree. waggples a right hand, and mirrorer flaps a left in return?’ . 
Or does it flip the: image aver,.so that right waves back at right? And is the image accurate?’ ‘Same size, . 
‘allowing for:distance? Or does the mirror compress the’ original; ‘or stretch it out, or ‘knock off the 
comers, OF oscillate straight edges into sine waves, or reflect a reflection ofa reflection? Of: 


There. was no thought of doing mirrors then. Creepy, isn’t’ it? | 


a ‘ os : a 
‘. . 7 . 
7 ve + 


oe ee Osp, of course, was. never in position. For anything. And especially not for mirrors. Consider this: 


fade vg Eee NS Eee 


This. position, wherein he « occupies the focal point of two mirrors at.once, is dangerous i in the extreme. 

Reflected in the concave. mirror. on our left, which flips his: image over; left to right, he has somehow 

contrived to do this inside the convex mirror on our right. This is flatly impossible. If it were possible, it 
would turn him inside out, or splatter him ali over the wall to the right, or change his color and sex in -. 
highly drastic ways. Instead, it seems: merely to. have left him with a bad headache and a ' speaking - 
knowledge of Spanish. But if this cavalier disregard of the properties of RW mirrors was. fraught with peril, 
how much more so'the fey enchanted mirrors of an OtherWorld like High @erarie. The PentaPental 
mirror? What would that have done to him? And the psychotropic propensitics of the StarStart Reflector — 

he would have been left a. ai idiot. 
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High Thefarie 69 


But you know this. You’ve read the book: There and Nearly Back Again: A Treatise on Magic Mirrors, 


his D. Mag. thesis with which he failed the Magus. diploma course in the City of the Magus in 602. Lost 
now, of course, that priceless document. oe no = harm done. von mene it, ee so enlighten. the 
rest of the world: : . fs : . 


surnmarize a good issich: of dsp’ S thesis on 1 Magle Mirrors, ‘not just that pa 
teal with the possible vanilla RW mirors we alll know: ! 


| pane 7 concave 


“lin - 


“No, move beyond: this. Present at least THREE Q) truly enchanted reflectors. a | 
-each, and discuss employment and effect.‘In the case.of ONE (i). treat on | 
inevitably maladroit use e of It aug his stay in Dish: erarie. . | , = 


te IL Bverything, of course, is relevant. Consider the following. quotation: 


. First, ‘there’ 3 the room you. cain see through the. glass. — that’s just the. same as our avin e room, “anly the things go Pa 
"the other: way...How would you like to live i in Looking-glass House, Kitty? I wonder if they'd give ‘you milk in:.- 
- theré? Perhaps: Looking-glass milk isn’t good to drink ~ but oh, Kitty! now we come to the passage. You can just 
_ see a little peep of the passage in Looking-glass House, if you leave the door of our drawing-room wide open: and’. 
- ° " it's very like our passage as ‘far as you can see, only you know it may be quite different on beyond. Oh, Kitty! how. . 
nice it would be if we could only get through into Looking-glass House!.I’m sure it’s got, oh! such beautiful ah . 
in it! Ave hrough the Looking-Glass, and What Alice F ound There, Chap. 1) . 


Not merely a‘ bit from:a: 19th-century. children’s story, but-a clue; 8 vyedilsbie che. to.otir Other Where’ Ss -% 
__, OtherOtherWhere.. The land behind thé mirror, just around in beyond the frame. The one that lurks there. - 


- Not that Alice was‘right, of course: “...just the saine as our drawing room, only things g0 the other wae 
-. What nonsense! But she found out soon enough. and that was from. amere RW mirror. : 


_.-. But in a Thefarien mirror, the observer, that happy heisenberg, peered inevitably at the tantalizing traces ap. 
ae of €IRALFE Q—only metaphorically a reversed Nigh. Therarse. Wonders upon wonders, of . 
_* -Course-—-or were they? What is the opposite of hish Gerarie? Cockaigne? Cleyeland, perhaps? Jasper 


TX, pearl of the Big Thicket? Certainly not. Is the world, our-wo7ld, the shaky RW any readier for the facts 
~ than Nigh Gerarie’ was for the — to Les: S thesis? Well, maybe not, but it’S a aime you 
- know, O Best Beloved. : 


a Ready or not, or a bilef nirecuction fo e1RA c ee. the awror woud. or | 
antiworld; to hish Therarie. Recall the strategy: you employed in your. 
| Esemplastic Tefos—encyclopedic ‘overview. followed by detailed sampling(s): it 
may work here. Though time may be of the essence In this matter. But the RW will be 
R grateful for whatever you: can do.'l might observe that the area around Enphurll: 
possessing as it does a detalled mdp.on @.M. p. 149, might be as good an area as. 
a to center upon, but that is EIAY ‘a an nals . 
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1. Others, ‘of course, have wondeted “it the thoroughnéss.of the. débacle of BAROR: Not that es should 


have been expected to produce anything flawless, but he had been trained in a hard school, and had won his 
* aworld-building. diploma—admittedly, after a court battle, but won it nevertheless, and must after all have . 
known something about what he was doing. How could he possibly haved placed such a gaudy structure on 


ace _a geological anomaly? His usual attention to the details of the required survey would have given him a clear 
~~ signal that nothing, not even an outhouse, could be located at that Spot without. the Tisk of unleashing 


long-pent forces to the severe detriment of any possible occupant. . . 

But attention; usual ot otherwise, was not what dsp was about to give. Remember, he was in his high. 
fifties when planning BAROR, and worried about the incursions of age. Given his looks, he could hardly ° 
be accused of vahity, but he would spend long intervals inspecting himself in all possible reflecting 
surfaces. Had he Jost any hair since the last time he looked? Were his ears wrinkled? How to stave off the . 


| relentless inroads of Time? That sort of thing. Which rendered him helpless on that bi-moonlit evening after 
. a hard rain, when the pool answered back, and he beheld, in all her shimmery glory just behind the water's." 
| surface, the lymph CUJO) TIN, whom he anglicized, or rather anglofrancized, as Joy Matin. And the 


Gardens retfeated to a hidden, rarely visited corner r of his mind. fae aout it was a wet pale and he got” : 


oe : no work done for three pentpents. ; 


7 “Tree the necesery platonic telationship—or" was it?—between dsp and Joy 


lst ie gaat i Matin, the gin fram the pool through lS Various stages, -and show: how it contributed - 


_- to. the disaster at BAROR. ‘Be as specific as you can undet the circumstances, _ 
about the weather, the garden sg the eee: and the Inevitable dissolution 
of the offal. 7 


Iv. Disasters, of course, were dsp’ S unwitting specialty: There were many times when fp f §—the 


Powers That Be; you can’t have forgotten them—sorely regretted the: ‘quirk in the univérse that had forced 


a +» them to bring him on as SACL ANT, or Savior, so early. Certainly, he did precious little saving»for . 
. + . his first half-century, but rather seemed almost devoted to bringing down, not just the government, but the. . 
. . whole damned Place. The constant DISGRACES, the architectural sabotage, the Awful Clambake, the ; 
War Between Men & Women—all these put Dish Cefariei in extreme Jeopardy, and there were. many oe 


"more. catastrophes. to. be laid to his. spotted: account, Still, the consensus among - ff $8. when: ‘they ae 
: gloomily. compared notes long afterward, was that BAROK -was absolutely his ‘worst, most dan; gerous. 


accomplishment. Not only did it render the country completely vulnerable to the depradations of the 


Ry +. Snollygosters at Horizon Ledge, but it spawned a spinoff that very nearly annihilated H =<h O erarie | 


and-left-not an'atom behind, I refer, of course, to the mise, oc © @© e—that is to’say, the concretization 


|. of the Pattern of Thefarieness {so to speak), upon whose - safety the continued’ existence of h isb . 
eS oe @erarie depended, which had been hidden away beneath the floor-of Lake Seemly.! Another quote 
_.'. “might be apposite. Okay, the mise ‘was. very like. thé. mirtorr: plead: to an by ied in The 


Farye Quéene, st 2.19: 

_ It vertue had, to shew’ in- pies sight,” one 

. What ever thing was. in the world contaynd, 
Betwixt the lowest earth and ‘heaueris hight, 
So.that it to the looker appertaynd; 
What euer foe had wrought, or frend had faynd, 
Therein discouered was, ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in secret from the same remaynd; " 
For thy it round and hollow shaped was, 

like to. the world it selfe, and seem’d a world of glas: 


' Nota araeheke mirror, perhaps. But it was spherical and hollow, and Racial’ or. better preplicated, 
Disb Oerarie in every twist, turn, and least. element, holding a world’s fate on its face. And, when’ 


‘the debacle occurred at ISAROK, and-a good deal of the. lake drained into the bowels of the beleaguered 


_ Barden, the rush loosened it, and up it bobbed to the surface and began to weather. 


. dl This may. remind. Zelaznyites of. Amber. Pure coincidence. 
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“And soit was, a scant nine years later, that the silvering flaked off, the i images flew away, and: the 25th - 
Chapter. of The Apocalypse of TAR J] was fulfitled:..almost, but not quite. = ; 
But it was a near thing, and all thanks, ot better de, ‘to Osp. “ae 


 Tiaee the sass in the. Profusion of Imagesot 623, the. near Utter End: at Lake’ macy, 
_ $eemly, of all of high Gerane. Show how the prophetic language ‘of The 
. 7 Apocalypse of TARXI was. factually, inaccurate, but. on the mark poetically, 
_” lét’s say. If you are an envitomentallst, treat the daqmage to the bloshpere and,in .. - 
parficular, to Lake Seemly Itsett. In dny case, show. how the Concord. of Lake Seemly ra 
: _ was broken. [While you're at it, you might tell what the Concord was] Finally, what, 
ie or. rather, Who brought the disaster to an end and’ saved the world? ee i 


a iv. Mortis: Leftwich, of. course, was known to évery Thefarien fo Or the last decade of XV. Leftwich’ s Leap, 7 
which had so { frustrated the Snollygosters at Horizon Ledge i in Spring;, 614,; 2 was in its way the peak of 
Thefarien heroics, one : Of those. prospectively futile instances of desperate 1 improvisation that just: ‘happen. to 
work out, and was: celebrated far and wide. All contemiporary accounts, however, avoid the really important 
questions,with their implications:. First,what was Leftwich doing at Horizon Ledge in. the first place? To. 
_ récall it to you: He was, quite simply, in Relegation, the equivalent of Exile, following his disbarment, 
“which came, of course, as a result of his serving as 2S P's counsel in the: court proceedings attendant upon _ 
the latter’: s second DISGRACE, ‘Second Divorce, and. the disgusting Heramve pamphlet. Second, what, - 
. precisely, did Leftwich do when he Leapt, and Why? Saving a nation seems. an odd’ “occupation: f ora 
_ disbarred lawyer: reduced toa miserable existence ina crypt on the periphery. a 


a Present, In all its glory,: Leftwich’ s Leap. From Horizon Ledge, over the: Gult, downto — 
the. ‘outlands below. How did he do it, why did he do it, and how and why did it work? . 
- [Why did the Snollygosters retreat in confusion. Snollygosters are, very large and vely. ee 
speedy—and. very stupid. Take that Into account In giving your theory. A ‘diagrams ro) cn 
even a series of pede: my nee your dcr el wie asic 


¥ I. BAROR:« of course, was an utter washout : asa Théfarien aanleae toa Théme Park, or indeed as mayan | 
_ else3 Surpisingly, it ‘spawned imitations, of which the most banal; inept, and puerile:' was the Minor. . 
Reservation, erected near Horizon Ledge, of all places, i in 617. Quite out-of-the-way, and devoted toavery 
lesser god, it somehow attracted enough clientele to URS ‘it t going until ae eee ended. with 625. Like : 
_BAROR, it was all done with mirrors; | : - 


: Present the Minor Reservation for all to see. Diagram | It trace the path ‘of a nomal: 
- visitoi,, and deciibe Ifs exhibits and entertainments. Account, if you can, for tts oe 
* popula, Alcala, it was based on this pattem: | : 


2 Let me here indicate that the Tentative Chronology for that year. is geared or rather flat wrong. It should ron : this ues 
'; 614:[59] Spring): Gardens of Barok open; Establishment immobilized (HT 31) 


Snollygosters at Horizon Ledge | (HT 31). | 
' Initial repulse of Snollygosters by (Morris) Leftwich’ s Leap 
dep’ 5 Fourth Public DISGRACE 
Librationy: DSP lasts one day as Sutrela (dragon-sexer); in recovery at Rosehaven until Fall (iT 39) | 
‘Falla: Mt. Punctilious erupts, engendering thee Rift in the Succession | 
“Osp's late arrival at bate of Horizon 
Concord of Lake Seenily 


This will be made clear aes the missing ol on p. 57 and p. 59, when they appear in Version 9. 0. (They did. [added 2003}) 
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. Srp. * . 7 
. But! digress. The fact remains that Utterly has been gathered to his ae and only’ these scraps of time's offal are left 
-" ” to tell the tale of High Thefarie, which once did, and may eeu do,-battle with oe — and Orbis Tertius i in 


: Appendix One.» | 


-THEFARIOLOGY:. 
‘The First Beginnings 


There hes Beka swum into pet: s ken...well, not ecialy Swum; it was in a bo of stuff he'd forgotten about. A = of 
undoubted: = which had been under other boxes...But anyway, what a document! The only surviving copy of the . 

os Parageogra from the course’s first presentation more than two decades. ‘ago, in Fall, 1973: The discovery provided him 
with a number of surprises. For example, he had. thought, latterly, that High Thefarie. had not, made. its appearance before 1974. But - 
Recollection must have already been in full swing that long-ago December. O sp herewith reprints that Examination [this was a 
time before nomenclature had run wild, before Terminal Praxis and Bsemplartc Telos had — their first sallies at legitimation- 
byjargonl, ieee annotation to da to — ssa Bot 


- : Th The following few SOrty: objects constitute the sum total ay our ee ab eisies of High Thefarie Tht 
| Thefarie" in the curious language of its.inhabitants); there have been, of course, others. But the two anomalous copies. 


of the Encyclopedia Britannica, Eleventh Edition!—the one with a highly suggestive entry under "Boar" and the 


é curious chart of the tides i in the Bubastic Sea, the other with the startling (but, alas, unpreserved): tale-of the rape of the . | 
-” maiden Eniaca and its disastrous consequences—perished utterly in the Sack of Nanking. by the Japanese 35 years AZO, 
and their Jast living witness; Elmo Utterly, departed this life ‘quite: peacefully but ‘completely mutely 4 ‘in ‘Waco- last. 


February 14, admitting to-the. age of 115, but to nothing else. Science stands.aghast and still before such a loss...though . 
it must be admitted that Utterly evidently felt no such loss, tipping the wink to Baylor coeds, with sometimes startling 
results, until three weeks before his death, and providing Waco with a spice to its life it had not known since the days 


of Brann the Icorioclast. “Seen it all before," he would cackle as he shuffled off to his ee SeeHy EVEL oe his 


2 


another time and another space. Only these scraps—and you. .. 


* For you, O best ‘beloved, are.the sole surviving expert, oA in this Sentinal: On High Thefarie, possessed of a 
: “knowledge that’ utterly overwhelms Elmo Utterly's. To you, the following bits and pieces are as familiar as your _- 

_ knuckles, and the merest sight of any. one of them, even the all but illegible map attributed to Pietro di Donato (1596?- 
: 1643?)4 § is enough to recall to you the sweep and surge of High Thefarien history, from first-beginhings to all but «~~ 

oe “inevitable end. You’ can translate the Be as Tablets? as s easily a aa you read a ied a oat the Tusked. Graffito®. 
. is child's play to you. 

en You will therefore make use of any or.all of the following exhibits, and relate to your: humble preceptor the full and | 

ae = complete details of any two two” of the following subjects, calling your knowledge (for that is what it is, is it not, 9 best | 
= beloved?) of nee Thefarie i in particular, and of Moral Space? in teas into full ee 2 


1° The Rape of Thine and What Followed 
'2). The Rise and Fall of the Sons of the Boar : - 
3). The Horse of A Different Choler 
4). The Balance-of-Trade Crisis of 3042-437 


. 3 The't process is, of course, a direct steal from Borges’ seprosh in “Ti6n, Ugbar, Orbis Tenins"—thongh do note that dsp acknowledges. 
 , ‘the debt by the citation below. *: 


2 At this remove certainty is difficult, but dsp would venture -conaiiatabte on the hypothesis that there never was such a person as Elmo - 


“Utterly, the Waco derelict. A straw man, especially an unreliable straw man, is always an attractive gambit for bringing non-standard 


information before a cynical public. One can always back away from direct, sullying association’ with-The Facts. 


3 The other necessary ploy—the supposition of the omniscient exaiminee—was, surprisingly, already at vom at the Beginning. of Things. 


4 Whence this individual? Invented or real? Osp is mystified. 


5 See the standard Thefarien text that accompanies the Long Questions on every Terminal Praxis, as on pp. 70-71 above. 


© See “Cave Wall” in HT 4, p. 5 above. 


_» 1 Two? Osp was a real despot in-those days. Of course, there were no ID nuieatioile on the °73 exam. 


8 Ospis still no nearer a satisfactory definition of this | will-of-the-wisp that he was 21 years ago. 
9 * Did he realize that the numeration was quintal? If so, why not convert the numbers? 
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5) The) Reduction of the Bubastic Aicniet as 4111-14" 
6). Of Avizha, the Haifling with the Taste for Wine, and his 
-  Triumiphant Death at the Sack of. Wongillion (Ronciglione?) | 
_ 7) The Sinking of Kestroy (Castro?) and the Wasting of Bridgton (Bracciano?)- 
8) A Day in the Life: Growing Up in High. ae pbesre Siete wie 
9) ash s Smile: ie oe —. : Lege 


‘Wait; there’ $ more, ‘The Rixamindtion from’ 1 1974 has surfaced as vail Sep: was oie i in a. ha he used the t text—siot the . : 
-, questions-—of the en year: 8 examination, framing it as indicated below: - 


Vy December 1974" 


One year ago. toniorrow, a ‘monstrous deceit + was s perpetrated upon certain students of this University: They took an De 
examination which purported to come from the mene e one D. 5. Parker, Professor of Classics. “when pomelly. Parker - 


. had been dead for over a year.: 


[The man. standing’ before you a8 1 not’ Parker, as you have: nee divined: His name ‘is Ens Utterly, atid he has: | | 
‘felottiously usurped the privileges and prerogatives of the ae Parker. Hei is, however, deluded, and ee for 


i example; that he has ts ake this examination. ] - 


—ONSERT _ OF 1973 EXAM HERE) 


» Since the crime took ae {I refer to the écamination|, ‘We have ‘come into more information concemirig the land of High - 
i ' Thefarie {or, if you will, Thuta Thefarie]. The great source is:still the pseudo-examination Veh d 4, but the aa 


- Data will doubtless enable ° you to.accomplish your task more accurately; and truly. ” 


Your task? First read the evidence, paying particular attention to the direction on last year’ s final” 86 to Sepak “aes 
uae especially the introductory paragraphs. You will then bring all your creative instincts into play, employing any-and”.” 
_ all of the following data, and relate to this arrant impostor the full and complete details‘of ONE of the following. a 
_ subjects. Remember, you know the language, know the aah and know Parker. Also, you know what is meant oy moral 


. tc excuse me, MORAL SPACE. 


D . The Rape of Eniaca, and What Followed 
2). The Voyage of Dougal Boarson ~ 
... 3). The- Reduction of the Bubastic Agi Bees 4111-4114 
.. 4) Of Avizha, the Halfling with the Taste for Wine, and his. 
a aa Triumphant Death at the Sack of Wongillion Roncgtions?) 
'. 5) . Trapped in Eniaca’s Bower, or DougInDeep 
'. 6) A Day in the Life: Growing Up in Thefarie Before the Terror ~- 
7) ~ ATwistin the Perseid: A Ruined Rite de Passage 
_ 8) The War with Brummagem_ 
9)  Utterly’s Smile: The Demiurge. Departs 
| 10y How to Get There and Back Again. : 


_ Oh. One of the pieces of information is absolutely false. Of course. 
ee 
What can I say? The man was a fiend. Two early maps of the land follow. ‘The first was employed in the examinations above.. 


4 
« 
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‘Exhibit Ir. Freehand map, Italian, 17th-century, of no known locale. found in 
Room 817, i Hotel, Memubtae. Tennessee, U. S. ee ‘17 Auguat.1946. 
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Map 2: The Original HT Map, as Drawn in May 1978 
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1988: 


1986: 
: i 1989: 


1994: 


1998: 


Serene Anomalies : 


— Two 


TERMINAL ‘3 RAKEIS1 982.1 1998 i: 


‘People 


Ocepalians. 


Fauna ~ | 


| Flora 


Suburbs of Baphuili 


: _. Songs 
: 7 : * 
‘Diseases 


‘Coins 


“Low Dives 


1983; + 


“1985;.° 
1986: 


19872" 


- 19809: 


1990: 


1991: 
1998a: 
| : 1993b: 
—_ 1994: 


1995: 
1997: 


1998: 


a 


| [no theme] 
[no theme] | 


[no theme] 
; [no theme} ; 


ow Down : 


; Wretched Excess 


Lanuct te 616-622 


. War Between Sexes, 622 


- "The Mavens of Clus, 586. 


QuestLost Castle, 500-4, 
The SALE at Mog, 602 


The Brummagem Tour, 599° 


BAROK, 614 
WindDown, 625 
The Six Wild Oats, 575 
ENDGAME, 65 
PERUG, 508 


Short Question. ID Subjects 


“1983: Sayings [proverbs, age 1985: Evenis . 


Documents —-. . . Places [mainly Buildings 


1987: Groups a 8 1688: ‘Gestures’ Me. > 
, Micromaps = . Architect Inseiptons ) 
1990: Signs & Symbols es 1991: ‘Pocket Items = 
_ Children’sToys 7s ‘Holidays | 
1993a: “False Friends” a, oe 1993b: Collectibles [Kitsch] ° 

ee ee ee hes Stage Props 
1995: Roads’ eas Wo Five Anoinalies:’. 
: Labels me oo ec ae ae cS 


. : Bona Tour; Girls’ rites ip passage; Cycle transition; BréakOut © 
=, Gardens of Barok: Hero/Place; Eucharistic Schism of Food War; 


Eniaca’ s deaths; Problems of Cyclend/Cyclarch, dsp’ steading _ 


: Theatrical tours; Eniaca’s “Mad Dash” and HIAT US; War Between the 


Sexes; Education of the young; Ritual/Plan/Pattern; Gaming and Gamers 


| ‘Divarces: | Building Boom of 805-608; Encirclement, Festivals, Ed the © 


. Cyclist; Cosmetic Surgery 


: Banquet Menu; ds7-4s Businessman: Star Mee Honeymoons fot of 9: 
_ Painting; Thefarien Conceptual: Indiréction: —° - : 
-Fiveday Doings; dsp and Taxes; dsp in Prison; the Broly Maze. 


- Architectural Poetry; ‘Bolsena WordRiots of 624 


Ce ; Outfare i in Low Thefarie: Rich VS. Poor; What Time Is it: PsychoPop. 


' Concért; Sojourn i in SNU Ix; the Spiral Scratch Graffito - 


Cause of War; War’s Big Ideas; Ritual: Slanging; Army Uniforms; 


. Need for Chain of Command; Operations. of War. 
Analysis of The Battle of BRotwre of: Blisse 


7 dsp goes through‘ a day i In Clus [seven questions] 
QLC and dsp’ 8 enforced stay. there [six questions} 
; ‘Eniaca’s shopping & deaths [six questions] 
: Gr ease Trap [four questions]; ‘the sensormm [two erraas 


Mirrors and the Makynge: of the Gardens. 


= The Encounter at BluRuin - 


Librationg at Arkbr 


Libration, at Mt. Taniaeoiid 


Peaches and the Misteaken (sic ) oe 


| 1 Useful knowledge, but, you may ask, ie is it here? Has to be somewhere. 
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the succesdful Cy 


t 


Osp aet LXX 
'y awatts retransport to the Real World. 


° His function at last performed at Met. Turnaround, 
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“High Thefarte 70” 


— pee the 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. 
onthe Terminal Poaseis, 1995 


| “Teisn’t this time of year at all. Ob, don’t I wish.. | | | tS a” Wes 
But no; it is, homibly, early December. The shank of the year | —_ eee and i it’s s suddenly Time. Tow me, for oor 


8 you. For us both. For me to work into the arcana of High Thefarie, osp's topographized travail; for you to put 


up with that process, and learn—check that; to recall—_as much as you can about the place before thie day of the - | 
TERMINAL —PRAX<IS...which, as these ane, £0, is at hand, the day after tomorrow. And I started thisin 


early November: O1. 


J should like to: spend Quality Time with you here, reassuring you, saiihe ¢ out thet my torture is at least as | 


sf ‘much as yours...but there’ sno time, this time. oe ne ee 


OTIC 


| Ever solicitous of your welfare; Your Preceptor & Guide herewith pronounces, officially, the Eff-Cee, or Fatal. | 
Commitment. The ae acon at least, i in this: year's: TERMINAL Le Ae will t ‘treat a! one o very, a 


Ty he WindDown of 625 


ee woke, ‘ ie 
_. We are in penultimate mode, all of us, Ike it or nog The coue winds down, Pape down, Your P & G. a 
winds down, too. And, in our study of Nigh OGefarie, that. intermittent otherworld, we find ourselves | 


‘confusing. item: 


_ °> inevitably focusizig.on WindDown—that last year, P(XV/625, before the Last Battle and the endgame of Cyclend . 


and Roundoff: And well may we-focus, because the received writings convey little or nothing, about those. last 


_oeopted it-to Last ays. el aati ae aaa ae a a 


“625: (70) Divorce V . 3 . 
Eniaca writes putaaxva (HT 45), dies 5° 
Marriage VI [11] 
| WoeDay, Lib): Verbal Summit at Vei crashes in 3 confusion and vtuperation 
: ‘Class Struggle continues (HT 42 ae: 


- + The Dead Awaken | 
- g. [CURIOUS OMISSION] “Si 
: -. Battle of Turnaround | pe es 
_. - .Cyclend/Cyclarch, RoundoffRoundon ae 
| High Note (HT 21) te : i 


Curious Omission, indeed. . 3 oe aoa a cot 
Now, the Dead Awakened—at Vei, of course; hed Pere cee the stroke of indo that ended WoeDay, Lib}: : 


_ The Battle of Turnaround commenced on the Eve before WowDay, Lib. as the preliminary to the great shift. That 


leaves thie entire second half of 625 unaccounted for in these chronicles, among them the buming question: “Where - 


*, was OSp? Why was he late for the battle—in fact, almost too late to perform his Function, ‘the High Note, the | 
. ° DoomRidden D-flat? It must have been something Important: after all, he’d been hanging around for miore than a 
half-century waiting for the grand moment, and it’s hardly aa pombe, even for him, to let it slip his mind. 


Where was he between WoeDay and WowDay? 


He wasn’t at Vei: he'd left before i it ended with the Recriminations that both canséd and annotinced the Seach of the 


1 A strange Souch use of both, if you care to think of it, comprising ‘6a. 35 individuals. Oa the one hand, there’s Me, or rather =e 
am, at least to my knowledge as I write this, singular. Well, that, too, but what I mean is, there’s one of mé. On the other hand, there’s Yon, 


.*¥'all, numbering 33 or 34. Such are the weightings of academic clout that the two persons, first and second, balance somehow, and we can be 


subsumed under bot. You may not believe it, but I'm.a modest man, one who feels—or possibly feel; should 1 use a first person verb 
here?—quite uncomfortable at the syntactical enshrinement of an archaic class structure that I thought went west during the ’60’s. But I’m no 
revolutionary —modest men are rarely such—and so, at least for the extent of this handout, we'll have to soldier on under the current system. 


- Sorry, aiid-all that: [Why did ‘I bring it up if-I wasn’t going to do anything about it? Well, E wanted you to. knoww.that,. though the malter is out. of 
_ my hands, I’m on Your Side, really. Honest. Anything short of implementation, lm your man.] a 
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Vertal Summit. He hadn’ t gone back to Tummiing: guards had been set. He was'still under the ban at Bolsena from 


. his Fifth Public DISGRACE: they would. have picked him up in a trice.. None of his usual haunts could hold him. / 


No, he was somewhere else.. 


On an island, in fact: The phrase ‘ ‘surrounded by water” occurs in the fragments of his CycloRheme, 2 ‘and the 


| phrase can only mean that. But which island? It can’t have been Brummagem; warrants were still out, after 25 years. 


Nor cithier istand of Nada, where the food disagreed with him. And GodT, tust...well, he’d done that bit, whenever it . 


happened, and the memories of his shilling to tourists were too painful {see HT 43]. And, just to exhaust the: . 7 


' possibilities, the Flying Island of Tlusc had long since a ala tcc in 607 [see HT 34]. Which leaves us—what? 7 


no islands at all? . 
No - There are at least SIX x Thefarien islands, or island clusters, hitherto unmapped, where he mighth have been. 
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i Let's ont down the’ options, borer: by: noting that two of the above ei es aicias ; unlikely as to remove. 
.' themselves from contention. immediately: The Sank Ports may be positively soaked with history, but they are . 
.”> sodden with water as well, nestling 40 feet beneath the surface of the Ocean off The Damnable Delta. No chance 


- ‘there. And Punkt, during the period in question, was an-Adverbialist stronghold; he'd never have tisked — his 
- face in the place. Which leaves us with Four Locales for imal swhereabouts: 
He might have been at - | | . 


‘Triscel 


Home of sedition and interposition; set about with fever-trees and factions; possessed of the Ruins of Patma. 


2 The Cyclist’s. Last Words, religiously taken down and preserved for the edification of the Cycle tocome—and just z as religiously lost 
‘without much trace. 
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He might have been at . 


“BroRUIN- 


_ Home of conjure and cant set about ack withies and deadfalls: possessed o of the very ; Bhie Ruin. 


a He might have been at a ae ere ae - a 


38 
s3eces 


eisse seis 


CVER 


Home of diaiéctic and aystunton: set about with i images and toate posse. of the 2 Collapsed Colonnade. 


menive 


‘Home of losels and lookalikes; set about with ear-blanks and eye-mines;  powesed of the Direly Damaged. Dacha. . 
He was, of course, at one and one only place—in the midst of a Ruin, surrounded by water, and coping with his: 


"Fate as best he could. The day of reckoning had come. No, he hadn't forgotten his Final Function. He longed for e 
"| nothing more than to be there already, facing Mt. Tumaround and waiting for its fateful revolution...but his past had 


caught up with him: The Pursuer—or, rather, the PurSuAnt, was stalking him through the ruin, and... 


- 


But why am fT telling you all of this? You know it, and You will tell Me. Your Six [6] Long Questions will be. - . 
drawn from. that Fell Event in the ruin on the island, and you will chose one [1] and fill me in to yor and my Oe 
‘heart s content. About slant ruin, ee or anything else. = else leven of course. 7 : 


~-TaRce OURILA, 


"High Thefarie 71 


“Identification Lists a 
from the Cerminal Poaseis 1995 


Bogie as you “just have from the en af Sefatian Materials, you may y feel that the chronicling 
and delimning of Bish Therane exhibits rather more than minor compulsive-obsessive 
behavior on the part-of Your Preceptor & Guide. This insistence on Getting Everything in—why does 
he do it? To what conceivable end? What pigs aide the staggering employment of time, + paper, and disk 
_ Space? Why not gela life instead? 


To the. implication behind all such queries Yr P&G nods soniberly in assent...and shen returns to his 
_ self-chosen, -overdetermined wrestle with the Great Void of Unknowing. Because, you see, this is 
| ~simportant. On that day, not too many months hence; when wrap is finally called, OSP wishes the 
_. record to be as full as possible, @etarien Materials will phage the sole memorial to that Glorious 
|. Other Place, . and aia it, a8 si the world cle Dish: © ae will be. SOMEROW well, hs 
ree ‘reconstructible. : 


To this end, O Best Beloved, these ID questions i piactin rmightily. “How mariy individuals, places, 
comestibles...well, how many items, integral to the existence, the. very: warp and woof of DT. would . 
~ have perished utterly, were it not for their mere mention in these listings on a dour Decémber day? And, 

- -.alinost. more significant, how many of these items, centrat to these curious: chronicles, would have _ 
_ received no notice or expansion, had it not been for. their initial recall under this rubric? The names of 
an - Morris Leftwich, and ees and The a Island of Tlusc spring easily to mind: You read them . 

| here first. ie 


: And so,-O Better-than-Best Beloved, be of good cheer. You are not ere siopeie: ous the. 
mindlessly tralatician observances of a corrupt and bankrupt educational system [though I do not deny , 
__ the usefulness of that function]; you aré also aiding and abettirig The Work—the preservation and . 
. extension. of Res Cerananae through time and space. Ennobled me this sense oe higher’ 
; | calling, Take Heartt oe, ee er ee | 


oe a Do not, however, Take too much Heatt. These are: oe all, Short Questions, trivial pursuits, and. F SS 


.”. the total time expended on Section A, SubSections I anid 2, ‘should not exceed Oné Hour. For heaven's: 
- sake, ng a sense of properan: . ; 


a” ROADS 


| It had to bia! The next—and oaaibly last—version of the DT map ‘simply : must include roads, rights-of- 
way, thoroughfares, artery, highways, freeways, routes. No matter about the workings of HIATUS; that’ll come int “ 
' due time: What we need is the lines, the lines that go.on the map; we can get people moving on-them later. It's a - - 
_ Inatter of ‘simple truth, really. The roads-—as you well now—were there, quite well-known and quite well-used. As’ - 
"matters stand, only one road in the whole place is charted, and that a very : minor one: the “Old Torn Pike” that mins 
- from F,NPHURIe! to BRS TLAG on the Miasm, depicted ina supplemental area map in @efarien Materials, pe. 
149, All other Otherworlds cari n well snicker at Dt g caer pias: deficiency, which ‘amas no way of. getting from | 


. one place to anothez. 


Because the fact is, they ¥ were: em Thefariens cetanty got sod their country, they. were even evokes a a. 


7 game—Pentapoly —which involved visiting the Five Principal Cities in succession. Produce moved from country to 
' - city. Wars of all sorts were fought, and the combatants were not pinned i in place. And dsp, much as he hated to 


"stir, covered almost every foot of the place in his half-century there. He had to make it somehow. Wherefore, I shall 


enlist ro aid, requesting that you dig to the. depths of your recollective powers. 


' Below you will fi nd listed the official names. of 12 [TWELVE] Thefatien roads, all traversed by — 
, Osp during his stay. Choose 3 [THREE] for your knowing treatment. In each case, give: 
ist, the termini of a given road: Where did It stat? Where end?. 
2nd, thea brief disquistion on the teraln through whichit passed.. 
3id, any and all facts about travelling on i, briefly: noted. 
Ath, its importance for OQsp voyaged.on it. 
_ 5th, Indicate your roads on the blank HT map provided: turn it In with your bluebook. 


_ NB: Atleast ONE [1] of your three Choices should be really SNe re | eer 


216 


. - 
. 7 mI . 
‘ . : ’ = . 
* ae - . § - * ’ . 4 
ey rae ‘ pe ie 3 i ° . 
. ’ . “ . ’ . . . 
. . 
. . 4 = 
. . 
bi 7 eo. . = 
- ‘ aoe ’ - e 
s S . . . rd 
* . . an : + . 
+ . a 
+ 
. . . . 


ea : 
4 * 
a r 7 


. some sort of order. - 


High Thefarie 71 - 


road that justifies your witfing, and Your P & G‘s reading, the answer. Which Is to say, 
spread yourself on this one. possibly by the inclusion of an enthralling narrative. 

NB again: At least one of the roads you choose should be long, a way that can 
covet much of the country. | an | 


The Artful Artery ee 7, The Highest Way 


L 
2. Perpetual Promenade 8° The Primeval Track _ = 
~ 3.. Shuntpath © 9 The Damnable Detour. - 
: 4. Roundaboutabout | > 10, The intrastite ae 

5. Rambling Road ot 1 PerliPath: - 
_ 6.  Broadpass — 5 12, Primrose Pike 


— —s 2: LABELS | 2 % 
The Epilogue to Version 2.2 of @efarien Materials, to be found on p. 82 of The Grey domna ance; © : 


_: exhibits, among other curiosa, the heading Items That Are Being Deciphered...which is to say, things that.’ 
’' -%sp-hoped he would get around to. Lurking under said heading is the listing. Seven Labels, of assorted 
‘ provenience. The indulgent reader this time around may have spared an. indulgent smile for this, regarding it as . 
merely Yet Another Implicit Promise by the Great Projector, a statement of Things To Be Done that may have ‘been! 
’~- made‘in all seriousness back in 1988, but really hadno more chance of being completed then than it does now. Well, 


this is. to.inform these Implicit Critics that they are—fa!—wrong, wrong, wrong. Not only has OSsp deciphered 
the refractory heptad, he has discovered and translated five [5] more...just enough, oddly, to fill ont a set for you to. 


choose from for discussion on this Praxis. So there. 


_ Itaffords a melancholy comfort to us in the Real World—to osp, anyway~—to contemplate these symptomatic 
stigmata of a distinctly other culture. We are beset by labels; so were/are they:. How like us they must be/have been! - 


7 - As usual, nothing could be further from the truth. As you shall demonstrate in the discussion of Thefarien labels’. | - 
= which you shall shortly make. But first, some ruminations: : 7 ans 


* 


Labels—what do they do? A brief survey, carried out at white heat on a totally inadequate data base, will give us a 
__ start of sorts. RW Labels often inform us of: © af oT Ney. 
‘: 1.Creator’. © 4, Treatment - =—- 7. Material(s)’. ‘10. Restrictions 
2. Provenience... 5.Size |. _ 8. Danger(s) «A. Dosages — 
-3.Use 6. Quantity - . 9. Premiums 12. Antidotes: 


Not to forget such things as Entertainment—compare a box of Cap'n Crinch, which is ailabd. = 
So, one might say, went Thefarten Labels. Except for one thing: Though the text, of the basic Thefarien Label is - 
rémarkably like our own; the site of that label is almost certain to be completely other. Unfortunately, in -- 


__ assembling his dozen examples, Dep not only ripped them all from their original homes, but neglected to note, or. “ 
even try to remember, what those homes.were. All he really knows is:a Rule of Thumb: If he thinks a Label resided, 
in High Thefarie, on anything even remotely resembling the logical home of an analogous Label in the Real World, - 
__- Jae is dead wrong. This is somewhat exacerbated by the fact that the Thefariens put Labels on everything—and, .- 
- . indéed, oneveryone. Yes, people, too. And not merely, manufactured objects, by the way. Anyway, the poor chap 
“~ 3vas disconsolate inthe extreme until he bethought himself of you—you who know and treasure every last minim ° 
"of minutiae conceming the greatest and the least items of Thefariena: And’so, it is up to you to set his collection in- 


On the next page, you will find reproduced, in translation; 12 (TW ELVE) Thefarien Labels: 


acquired by dsp during his stay. Choose 3 [THREE] for fieatment.Foreach, gives = 
| Ist; G:name and description of the ttem It was originally attached to. : 
_ 2nd, an Interpretation and explanation of the text of the Label as attached. | 
_ 81d, the Items Impoitance to Osp, with date and place - 
"PNB: At least ONE [1] of your three choices should have accompanied a human, or 
at least a being, and one of the items labelled should be of considerable 
_ importante, worth spreading yourself.on. ; 


© Understand that this heading concerns actual physical labels, affixed to various more or less common items of everyday life. 
With the transferred meanifig of the word, the pigeonhdling epithet, this question: does"fiot‘déal: This isnot to say that High Thefarie 
lacked such usually pejorative appellations; regrettably, it was as bigoted as we, though along—or within—different parameters. 


217 


os 


ee 


me o. e - =. WV evevevecrersesevesne 
| 2388209 ORE AREER 
. a3 Oo xX =I Ph aes Be "C5: 3 . aS: ‘, e: See ee Se 
; : mo & ; “9900s e cme Eee fo veeerve 
5 2 > 7. : 8 3 le’. 5 ° “veverees ° » . ‘ % vo ogee Weeers cd 
| Sei gages Sheps oniatatanaunititie 
A O s ake ed a fa * oo ue 8 08 * 6: RAL SS EES, 
} : : 3 pot 
: E Bo) F Se 
>. 
o's. 


GUARANTEE 


should be k 
bad to the full.“ 


inconvenient... 


it 


punis 
extent of the law, and 


of this garment by 
ts 
. Nat to 


wi 


CAUTION 


8 Neh ) | _ 
is ie ied : Q 
$  \ae Sg, BES 


tat 


, 
- z. 
| me ie Efe oe iz 
- 
: =" ss on . 2 oe 
* * . r . . 
. . . ©. a . . 
. . . * — oS : - “e Poe . 
* a . * é . iJ “ J 
’ . 2 . . . % . . . ‘ - . bi 
A : ‘ 2 ae ‘ eS 
a ‘ 13 5 U . . 
by *: * rm 2 . e é 
. . . x ‘ 
°. or 2% ‘¢ * . . e ’ 
. nad . = ni . * we . Es 7 - 5 
> . id . 


High Thefarie 72 


LONG QUESTIONS : 
from the Terminal, Prascis, 1995 


first 2 


< Rortocod: 


To correct nee ambiguity. In the verse ¢ chronicle accompanying the score sof the Widdershin improvisation 


(aT 34, p. 69] we find: 


But there we v were »ensconced | . 
onanislet os 
in alake = 
"on another islet. 
in another lake. . | Po 3 
: on yet another islet to Oe pte tee, WE a 
-. in the midst of. 3 2 ee 
blueRuin... 


The reference, of ¢ course, is to the Wily Islet of Sst site of the 0 Utterly Misbeptten Concerti in Summer 607: 


ae 


- Gcactlainesiss Sil ic einasaid asceaaaateacehacaeactactiiaanh anne dabdinds Wdladiun | 


4 LUSC, before its sudden ‘departure for parts unknown, was scarcely in the middle of Lake Ruin, but quite near the 


_ shore. sp, with his usual hyperextension of Péctic License, appears.to have meant no more by. midst than that it a? 
- was surrounded by the waters of that baleful body of water...and, never one to er by halves, he committed yet | 
. another invasion. ‘on truth’s easement in referring to the Lake itself as blue Ruin. Like all other accumulations of 


fresh water in HT, Lake Ruin was puce—the usual grayish purple that induced such heartfelt throbs in pursuers of 


‘the picturesque. The source of the error—other than his common semi-automatic procedure when writing poety—was 


° 


_ xeally quite evident: There was a blue Ruin, or rather a Blue Ruin, ot, to be quite exact, a.“BluRuin” in. the. 
'. ¥icinity—the curiously shaped island that a oe center id = se bat is pecepanea on a your Map. by. 
i ene he ae oo a 


| | BIDRUN 
i nereteay siioe ta name for the island certainly predates the Pevahiaimelte Fludde stepat Cycte XV's 
beginning, when the River Merci swelled.impossibly and raised the level of the Lake to a height that inundated 
Bolsena, offering the Arch-Patriarch Moi the chance to swoop from his sloop and reform the city’s rich cormuption 
. into the bland vanilla of his vision. [HT 14] The Fludde, cataclysinic catastrophe though i it undoubtedly was, did not 
' Onipinate-the name of: Ruin i in those. parts, or give it to the- Lake; for that matter, it was. athe. island os nance the 
Lake, and not the other ae roe 


Wo, 
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Not that it was the island who started the name, either. “BluRuin” (ZR-X AG] was originally the name of a 


structure on that island, a tatterdemalion.tower of tremendous antiquity! that lurked at its exact center. Its purpose 


*was unknown; at least, no record of any satisfactory solution to the buming question, “What is this?” had survived | 
from earlier Cycles, and none of the conjectures proposed during XV —hostel, hiatchery, twist-house, mudgeon-hold, 


charismatikon, bluffsee —commands the least credence. It must have been important, that we know. Such a location 


as it had! Peaked high in the center of the island, on that focus towards which the steadily rising wings inevitably | 
| spiralled and tended, it had a majestic view of the entire Lake—-such.a view that its (again conjectural) lack-of all but . 
.. the tiniest windows scemis totally inexplicable. There may have been a platform ontop, of course, .a sort. of 
“widow's walk” from which-the deadly reaches of Lake Ruin could be descried in all directions; one would like to 


“think there had been. But, if such a thing had existed, the researches ceo ae mma gate! 


_; -, taboo’ed after the Concert in 607 had not uncovered any traces. 


But it deservedits name.. ZR-XAQ, it had been titled sanetinie i in ‘the mists ‘of Cycle XH or XIII, and ZR it 


Be wat certainly was, bluer than the imagination can posit, beyond Indigo to, well, Indig-est: That much: survived; et, . 


was eae a huge, lichea-covered =? at cian: 8 — with all the tue: of é a tired eee s 


tiation distr sobeeat The hillendia and de rhe Sele TE had their ways with it, “pd, fio a 
distance it might have been a natural excrescence on thé landscape. But inside it was something else. Shattered and 
tattered, ragbag and bedraggled, but clearly a made'structure. Made by whom? For what? And how had’ Ospmade 
bis Way to way ? He was due ves y shortly , £00 shortly ,at Mt. Tumaround. 


City of the 
ag 


lit is conjectured that the structure was first erected in Cycle X1.or thereabouts. Staggering thought, that. - 
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Now, The LONGE QUESTIOUNS » 


1 Osp, of course, hardly eeedel tobe at LAKE RUIN, of all places, least of all on the island of BluRuin, ; 
which he had only seen across the puce waves at the Misbegotten Concert more than seventeen years before. a 


In his usual fashion, he found himself unable to figure the whole mess out. He had left Vei just: before 


-WoeDay, 625, in plenty of ame, triangulating—or rather pentangulating —short distances in order. tor 
: deliver himself, fairly intact, at Mt. Turnaround in time for his Function on WowDay. It had been a. 
venturesome trip (he still bore the scars), but he’d been making fairly good time until he’d stopped for a: 
: . snaék at Noshery Town, by Enphurli. It was COALZ, he remembered, the Thefarien approach to... . 
pastrami. He'd bitten into it, chewed, rolled it around his tongue...and must have blacked owt, because the: . 
; | next thing he new, here he was, acruffy and tattered, aching, on the island in the middle of the lake hundreds *~ — 
wee of ZJILACAL to the, well, let's. call it North. From the juxtaposition of the suns as.they plummeted’ 
Into the puce, it was sometime int a Winter late i in ss How had he come here? What had he been, . 


_ doing g all these months?. 


| | A waite aden ee tathet pa of questions. You may wish fo ¢ answer it. Trace . 
_ |, @sp‘s trip from Vel fo. BluRuin, In considerable detail, noting with particular tetish the . 
"madness in which he Indulged after Noshery Town. Assign a cause, If you can: Was If. 


something wrong with the Pastramt—{ mean, the partie a epycy: fetch him Up Toe | - 


On the isand.. 


; . : if you elect this question: indicate the route on the blank map you are Salieady: : : . a : ae 
.. ‘handing in for the Road identifications. pemaus| his route: soriehow fr from the gare te ee 


you have posited In yout. 4D answer. 
You need hot soive the problem of HIATUS. aa 


ee 1. Bsp, of couise; had dabbled i in Ruins in his world-building dais, —s mais asa in deslyae tad 


designer. Faux Ruins, modem stractures countesfei citing unthinkable antiquity, hes wiles eceecary pat © : 


’ of a successful world-tuilder’s kit in late-<XV High Thefarie, just as they had been a common recourse 
: Enropean landscape gardeners during that time oddly called the Enlighteziment. ‘A time of seatitient, in bo 


ey ee ee Oe ee Terme qnole = @coae fom Baga : 


| the 18th century CE: . . 
5 Al ing cin eg ito he omer te of the fig an ithe mind in a contemplation he wait was. = 
Ao; besides the charactets expressed by soap pase | pen dire ee cats apple ong . 


dacs Hcaie Tie hones wes ae ak oh if complete, can now be no more than a: 
dwelling: the memnory of the tenes, and of the mannecx torwhich they were alapted. te prederved caly iu Riobary, tndin ... 
ruins; and certain sensations of regret, of veneration, or compassion, ‘attend the recollection: nor are these: confined to 

the remains of buildings which are now in disuse; those-of an old mausion raise reflections on the domestic comforts. 
Bp nu cecene nuctacse Medica esti 
_ Us prescat.to its focmér state, and delight to ruminate on the comparioon. = 


. This may explain the powerful effect that the Blue Ruin—the Ruin, not the island —had on ee Pan 


' designer he may have been, but he knew how Ruins saa and he was $ appreciative. And so should you. | 


come 


e be, O Best Beloved, and so should you. 


Show what it was that Ssp- appreciated by ioconsiusting the Blue Ruin—the Ruin, 
not the isand—in some detail. Go far beyond the skefchy clues given above {pp. 
223-4], the dumpy drawing and the ‘word Infested Maze (which splrals, more or less, 

_ down into the depihs, as you recall). Draw It if you can. 
More important than this, account for it. it may go back to Cycle XII or even 1 before; 
its antiquity is rmmense? What was it? How did it look? How did it function In those 
far-off days tn a High. Thefarie so different from the one we know af love? Tell it afl fo 

_ your eager readers, 
Oh. Here‘s a clearer drawing of the Maze. Every little bit helps: 


- 
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Bite dsp, of course, had heard of the legend of ithe PurSuAnt—that bidcone eid of hiuian and incest 

"runs down the guilty and leaves them to stew in. an acrid blend of bile and formic acid—but he hardly — 
expected to experience it at first hand. Until that point, our protagonist was, I fear, a mere psychoteratolo- 
gist, one wlio believe that all Monsters, beyond the occasional sport or freak that Nature throws up to. . 


frighten us, are basically mental projections, non-existent fabulous beings to which we attribute anything: 7 | 
_ and éverytnizg that is wrong with us and with our society. His account of his stay in High Thefarie . 


demonstrates. this rationalist bias, too, I fear. You will search high and low therein for reports of anything 
more frightening tening than the Snollygosters « outside and the occasional XACOAX inside, the laughable, 
mild CODY, which he characterizes as a | horror—as though High Thefarie didn’t apes in utterly 
awful monsters of the worst sort. | 


| - Rectify. this shortage. Create a worthy addition to the hitherto Hoaenuue . 
. teratology ot High Thefarle by presenting a truly staggering assemblage of . 
monstets such as infest that otherwise bilthe Otherworld, Don’t fob your reader off - 
, with pop-psych rationalizations; give us the real stuff, monsfers on monsters, | 
systematically arranged. ee would be nice, but.are not necessary. System. 
that’sthe thing. 


-Yv. If, of course, you wish you treat of at. Itinerary, but pe Questioun #1 above doesn’ t fit y your ag 7 | 
a there i is -always the- lastt part of dsp’s. trip instead —the:Mad Dash in the pent of Librationn, 625, that .- _ 
somehow fetched him up, scuzzy.and smelling greatly of formic acid, at the Seams in front of Mt. a . 


- Turnaround j just before WowDay. Lots 
. Trace the stages. of dsp’'s Mad Dash from BluRuin e Mt.. Tumaround iq the pent. of. 
. Ubiationg, 626, following the general scheme set forth in Questioun #1 above. . | 


2 V. . tis Ensoanncecof couies: 68 dsp with the PurSuAnt in’ the depths of the Blue Ruin on BluRuin in Lake 


e Rum, a fascinating exatnple of the interplay between human and monster, still lacks its chronicler. | 


Present, in all its hidéous glory, the encounter between dsp and ‘the PurSuAnt, 
paying particular attention to (1) the utilization of the Blue Ruin Itself . as qd 
‘battleground, and (2) a detalled answer fo the burning ile How the: oae Did He 
Get Out of That? Be very detailed. 


VI. Islands, of course, grip us. Ever and always. 
. If none of the above subjects really grip you, well, then, place the three (3) other 
- islands—Cver, Menisc, and Triscet—somewhere around the map of High Thefarle, 
and expatiate fearnedly on thelr floia, fauna, peculiarities, and anything else. 
tf you choese to elect this Questioun, however, do teflect that such a choice may - 
- well infudate Yout Preceptor and Guide, who wants to lean more about the 


Pen ultimate Procrastination. 
TaGRXE MURI LA, 
ae. 
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‘ied the. 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Cermiaal 2 Beast + 1997 


Didn’ t think we Sieaane it. 


But here we ate, arrived at the term’s fant all right, all fight: "We have ee our nose onic May, blessed igi pas 


"after the concerted and concentrated cruelty of April, with its brutalized lilacs. Bloody and rather bowed. 
Stull, no problem, really. Piece of cake. Downhill, now; this one writes itself, 


‘Last-time, I wrote, “I should like to spend: Quality Time with you here, reassuring ) you, pointing out that my. - 


_ torture is at least a as much as ass . This time, however, it wouldn't be true. sid part is sheer ¢ ease. 


ert 


. ’ 


ott oe JePoliciton’ ‘of: eer Your é Precepior & Griide herewith pronounces, officially, th tlie Eff-Cee, :Or . a 


Commitment: The igi acer at least, in this year's TERMINAL | ‘PRAN SHill treat: 


en 


. A $ 
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: . . _ . * 4a 
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Tm sorry. Something? s gone ¢ wrong, T don’t iaderaata, | 
. It seemed so simple, really. The last Terminal Praxis, in December 1995, dealt with WindDown—that inst: year, 


TIXVI625, before the Last Battle and the endgame of Cyclend and Roundoff. It followed, as the night the day, that - cn 
this Terminal Praxis, which might well be the last, should deal with the last Last ee the end of hic 8 ey mi 


— si tral what we would call, not. WindRown, , but: 


‘ 
. ’ 
6 2K 
. 
~ ‘ S 
. + 
. . . 


ike | 


We, or make ‘ie L seem to have encountered. a snag. Something somewhere es to let me end Nixh 
Een or rather have you end it, next Wednesday. I can’t even type Wind...well, you know. Which means 
that I have to revise my Plan, dig out a New Sue oe you to excercise your staggering knowledge i in the 


elucidation of which. ~ 
.... [ean see its source, I think. Put it this way: I wanted you ‘to deal with the Apocalypse, not merely Tarxr S$ 


but 1. Q.’s, the end of the Chronology, after the Curious Omission covered last time: 
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625: [70] Battle of Tucaieund: 
Cyclen d/Cyclarch, RoundofffRoundon 
_. High Note (HT 21) 
~- XVI1: [70].As year begins, Osp disappears, eanported suddenly to RW on | 
| 17 May 1979, aged 52 years minus 10 days] 


As it ieppens the analogic. date in the RW calendar to ‘HT XVI. 1; which i is to say dsp" s seventieth birthday, 

a ‘will occur in 26 days, on Tnesday, May 27, 1997. So, in a curious way, the events that you will, or rather would: 
-. have, been writing about on Wednesday, May 7, 1997...these won’t or wouldn’t have happened yet. Which would 
‘create a basic flaw in the fabric of that confused universe that contains both the RW and High Gerarie, 
|”. yesulting'in...well, who knows? The end of cca as we know it, or worse. The absolute a eodatin of the two 

» ee worlds. Possibly. Probably, even. 


.Oh, I know that the picky types among you will a out that the date RW: 5/27/97 will never really have any 


ac connéction with the first day of HT XVI/1. Osp’s not going to go on pas 70; he’l be retransported to the RW on 
: 5/1779, when he lacked ten days of being 52. So what’s the worry? Ne a 
“’* Well, I’m. not worried. But I’m not the being that makes. it. inspossible for me. to assign the subject. 
Something— the divine bookkeeper, maybe, that runs things—Is Apprehensive. He—She—It—whatever—doesn’ ta’ 
, . really dare disturb the universe. No more do [. i simply can’ t risk} it. This is an mmpettect universe, I agree. Dut how . 
“oe many have-we got? 


-- So, alack and.alas: for ail thinking a and saanniie: What will your Terminal Praxis treat? Not the ‘Absolute End, 


am, “hich, will Have to be reserved for the next, and last, caplet: with: ia a “When It. Ae all have. ) 
oy happened, and the Nature of Things is safe fora bit. ~~ | | 


What, then? Something safe. Something long nee: Something over: 


- ~ coe ‘consider: that Chronology again: 


__ 573:.[18 minus 10. days—from RW date 17 May 1979, at RW age 52. minus 510 days] | 
. Spring,: osp.: arrives in Bredna’ S Bight, off Godtrust; rescued. ee W. Windlass 


— ; Vestibule (HT'3) © . 
pee Same Night: Time of the Great Unllinking car 36.3) . | 
“ . Fally: Osp. enrolls in 5-year course in in Wording at Arkhiv 


vias $x » 8h [19] First Winter Term CAT fe a. ee PS ae . = 
ae a ; 576 (0) - Be : Me ee tea, 2 
ak ee 576: [21 On Wiriter Vacition (aT 10) dsp: unwittingly involved i in i Quinguest to West 
S32 _ Eniaca diesy at Port Farie - | 
The Badly Years weré’a time for Finding Out: For Léeaming the Lay of the Land. Dife was full auto active. ‘Why = 


“curious gap at OSp's 20th year? What was he trying to hide?. . 


No help for it; you'll -have to tell me about it. The Your Preceptor & Guide herewith pionouiices, officially, the: 


a Eff-Cee, or F atal Commitment. Long eee: at seas in this. year" s TERMINAL PRAXIS sy treat: 


WILD OATS ccstmn - WILD OATHS. ‘Z 


“No matter; you ll find out. - Proceed to... a 7 3 
7 oe POST-PRELIMINARY STATEMENT | a = 
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from. he. 


POST-PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
con the Cerwizal 2 Deaxts, 1997 


aoh) OATS, NO OT 


| ARXIV was a : University town; you 1 could tell that. That it: ais combined the be. equivalent of National. - 
‘a Archives was almost incidental, until later. The architecture, of an abortive school known at Secular Spiral, was -. 
“+ unremarkable in the highest. The Devotion to Learning —leaming of sorts —was intense and praiseworthy; save that 


it seemingly never knew. when-to stop. 


In Fall, of X'V/573, Osp, barely caived in Dish @erarie, feeling that’ He. simply had to. get.away from a 


: ; the aaa clutches of his réscuer Walthar Windlass, boated to the mainland from Godtrust and made his way cross 
' country to ARXIV , where in an ill hour he enrolled in the 5-year program in World-Building. A curious choice, 


given his lack of raritial dexterity and basic inability to visualize? Did he think; possibly, that he was setting out to 


. _ dean Word-Building? No; the pun, for such it almost is, doesn’ t work i in Thefarien, and he was. not, sO simaple as to 
. . iw bemisled by English equivalents; certainly not. | . 
‘+ ~*~ But eproll he did, with never a thought for the disasters Jada lawsuits that lay ahead: ‘By the end of his third year. 
(ZELKRTCECIZO C]], in fact, when he had: made his tortured. way into the middle of the cutriculum, he © 
- even felt fairly confident about his ability to finish the course, possibly with a wee tad of academic glory. Indeed, as: 


| _if he were being set up for the high drop, the-year went well. He survived his nemesis, the professor of the year-long 


course in CAUSE; he played in what we might as well cali a band; he participated in the third-year play; he got a job 


.._ in the Library; he met Eniaca. And he partied. He sowed-his Wild Oats with an application asl Windlass, back on 
_ Godtrust, might well have wondered at. All in all, a good year. | 


Until it ended, with a crash, at YearEnd, the eleven days of Libration3, WowDay, and. Shake that brought XVIST5, 


~* and his academic prospects, to'a shuddering conclusion. What precisely happened i is a. matter of some dispute, given 
. the decay of his remembering faculty, his dvépvyors, as years went on and disasters multiplied. Still, that hg Blew. _ 
At thoroughly is a matter of no doubt at all. Further, there's no real worry. about precision, since 78 know, i a 


: | Beloved, and will of course delight in informing Us: 


- To make it look like a contest, however, your benevolent P&G has. cast the prime explanations, in a the answers to 

"+... One of which the trath must lie, into Six Questions. You will play-along; affecting to weigh possibilities, but will 
+ of course.choose the proper Question and write the proper Answer. Questions for determining [chuckle!] the Correct . 

WILD OAT will cover the following, well, ateas.of experience. You will note that all but a few took place tm in 


panat ens lah ARK Pe or close’ environs. not also the. uncommon n fine tin of the mark “7”, which’ ste | 


cen 


i vip ofr —_ | | The — Picnic [or rather Pyknic] by Hollowood Oak/Twisted Parklet. 
WILD ORT Gs. The Mis guided Third-Y eat Outing to the Awful Abbey of ee | 
| WILD OAT 3, The Ghastly Gig at Assembly Rock/SlothHouse. ! 


WILD ORT YF The Verstummelte Field Trip to Mount Punctilious. 


WILD-OAT S: . The Raucous Ramble ’Round. the Town. 


: ‘WLD OAT. b _ The Shattering Misfiling in the Library. 


‘To facilitate your presentation of the facts, a Benevolent Providence — ipelied New Map of the town itself in | 


addition to only the maps of . ARY]V and environs from p. 95 of the Grey Dominance. If all goes well today, 


_|+ you will also receive a new, legible printing of the New Map, good through 1990 RW. 


_ ALSO: You will have observed already that none of the places cited exists in a vacuum; that each found mention 
somehow, somewhere, in the subsequent history of OSp’s sojoum 10 ish @erarie How interesting it 


HeGespould besopines: yous. guidexif later eventsinight:have: a foreshadowed i in the cany mishap! 


Think. Remember. Come prepared. 
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High Thefarie 74. 


Jdentification Lists 
from the - Germinal Praxis. 1997. 


- It occurs to Yr P&G, as he starts once again ‘through the esas Bioces lot this is how he learns, oO. 

Best Belovéd, not from ‘thé answers to Questions but by the asking of Questions—that he is painting 
himself into an ever-shrinking comer. This time in particular, the footroom is. especially small; will he = 
be able to perform the strenuous pirouettes, arabesques, and high | kicks that constitute. the ‘Thefarien eB 
Fandango without breaking at least a toe as he whirls? ee we 


It is not right, it is. not fitting, it is not. icant At his age, with his mises: aid eyes: he should be” 
consolidating, making indexes, putting final touches, designing copyright copy, above all checking 
_ ‘references, for/in/to his collected memorabilia and laudandissima. But is he doing that? Is he even 
%s remembering the joys, the ‘sorrows, the shafts of wit and the shifts of wei ight, Real’ World wonders all’... 
- "; that summed up his puny passage through his place and time? Ah, no, friends, he is not. He is rather = a 
inventing things to remember [do recall that we get invent from Latin invenire, “discover”] about: a’. 
_Someplace Else, an Otherwhere for whose existence you have only his word.. Make. that words. ; 
Emerging as you just have from:the.confines of oefarien Materials, you may well feel pity and fear at the. 
spectacle; Will you, perchance, in yous twilit time, Aucaists such an exhibition of Wasted aa & Wasted 
> Nights? | on 


oe You, do" Well: to opine - ‘in this gloomy’ re Curiuinach: for yout are even now ‘taking the fi rst,. -. 
- “decisive step down that slippery slope to a life of triviality. In putting names and substance to -the:.’ 
. subsequent quisquiliae, the whatevers of NeverWas, in-and by that act you shall :-become .as he, a: creatoi. - 
«of eid nonexistentials, a Chosen Chooser of Chaff. Who knows when you may | not slide this ati 
agen | 


S On the other hand, it’ s not really so ‘bad. He may think . that. he is building atic santas bch 
e Gerarie: with basements of stunningly: unimportant factoids, but should: you? No, I cry, No! Rejoice 
as you may and can, for as Yr P&G racks brain and tears hair, excogitating yet more lists, more stuff to 

_ be recalled, the ‘madness is his, not yours. Not really. Of course not. You are merely doing the necessary. | 
Humoring the hooked gaffer in his. last pursuit of the PURO as it” were. Be, I counsel yon: Genciied. Be : 
‘wryly § amused. ae Good eit . . 


a Do hoe howeiek Be of too ene Cheer ‘These are, “after all, ‘Short Cues. trivial sarelta and - the 
total time. expended on Section A, SubSections .1-and 2, should not exceed One Hour. For heaven’ 8 sake, 
Keep a sense of proportion. It’s not as mone your life Gepended on this. 


Unless, of course, it does... 
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1° NON-FIVE ANOMALIES, or 


A curious title. admittedly. But, as- the eecemion proves the rule, so does this insist, by differing, on the 
Thefariens’ absolute. obsession with the number FIVE—V—5—MAX— fi. How unlike us, we remark. - 
_ And, truth to tell, they were/are different: Our Favorite Numbers are several: We, those of RW Western Europe and 
_. America, dote on Three, on Seven, on Nine, on Ten, on Fwelve:. For Threes; the Trinity, the Estates, the 


Musketeers, the Kings: for Sevens, the Sins, the Virtues, the Hills, the Sisters, the Seas, the Wonders, the 


_ Sactaments, for Nines, the Worthies, the Muses, the Spheres, the Orders of Angels; for Tens. the Commandments, | 
"most improvised Lists and Rankings;. for Twelves, the Apostles, ‘the Tribes, the Olympian Gods. Eclecticism itself. 

. . ’ There is, of course, the case of the medieval Welsh, who were obsessed with the number. Three to the point where. — 
“they saw the world’s substrate, the basic configuration of: things and people and animals and places, as a.series of . 
triads. But this pales before the Thefariens’ thoroughgoing fascination with Five and Fiveness. Myth expressed — 

_» itself.in Pentads: houses, towns, signs, and labels were: formed in Pentagons; the Five Principal Cities—Bolsena,- 

/ Clusl, Perug, Enphurli, and Vei— grouped roughly 1 into a Pentacle of sorts. Plays followed, by rule, a Five-act plot = 
+= structure. Groups had:Five-members. Battles, Events, Speeches, ‘every process had Five: stages. Rough Reckoning ~ 

“was enshrined-in HT’s “Hanguide,” with its use of the Five Fingers. .Was this due to Time, the purely adventitious 

facts that the Thefarien Cycle contained 5* years between madness and madness, and the Round contained five: 

Rounds, or 5° years? Or was it due to fingers? But the Thefariens were in this like us: Five fingers, but on each of 
two hands, or ss four extremites. Whence camé the F ee ee can say? But, whatever its somree(®), it was . 


absolute... 
Well, not dealt: The Cuiious Case of the Seven Mavens of Clus fas — noted in some  detait, if not solved: 


And the Principal Attractions of the Bowre. of Blisse do, without doubt, add up to Ni ineteen. J In fact, a look at 

7: rubrication (the practice and process of pigeon-holing things) yields amazement in. this connection. The - 
: Thefariens were not.as thoroughgoing i in quintification as they appear. Other Numbers not only gecur, but “more *- 
. . than cesuelly Noti in pene, of COUIse, but peavey SnoueD to ree a recone of our sadly ety views on ue 


subject.’ | 


And it is the beginnings of that task on which you are to expead y your labors here. of oe oe 


‘Below you will find listed the. official names of 12 [TWELVE] Thefarien groupings that do NOT 
involve the number. Five, all. experienced. by sp. during his time in that most upsetting 
Otherwhere. These include: Associations, Principles, Processes, Structures, dnd almost 


anything else that can be assemble. with others Bc its sort. Choose 3 saa for your knowing 7 
treatment. in each case: 


_ . Ist, explain the name: To ere or ine aoet this refer? 
2nd; when did this occur/have importance/impinge upon Nish Serane? 
3rd, where precisely was it found, or did it econ [Be painfully accurate}. 
4th, what was its Importance for Osp? 


_—. NB: For least ONE [1] of your three choices, aitempt to explain the anomaly, the rise 
of non-Fiveness ina country. that obviously worshipped Quintessence, 


am 
7 2. The Eight Ways to Pleasure 8. Seventeen Doors to Dangley Dale 
-3. The Nine True Bargains _9. The Twenty-Three Paths from Enphurli - 
4, The Eleven Days of Yearend | 10. The Thirteen Sins of Omission 
5. The Four-&-Twenty BlockBards 11. The Quadruple Quorum 
6,. NineTower Retreat : 12. The Triple Inquisition 


l bet it be duly noted here that the Nineteen here was not official, but an analysis by Dsp, who (a) had read Spenser’ 8s Faerye Queene, 


Bisa touts? Book. HyiCanton24nd (b} loved prime numbérsix‘But Kive’‘isva:prime,<if;a:small-onéjsind .Dsp'ssworkon.-BAROK is, well, riddled with 


EVENS: There may wel ave been Nineteen Points at the Bowre before re set his eye to it. 
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“et INFORMATIVE SCARIFICATION 
_ See HT 32.6 [Grey Dominance, p. 64]. 


: We Earthlings, even the most rationally raised of us, are great ones for adorning the integument, ieocnaga the . 


. "skin. We pierce, we punch, we stipple, we paint, we stretch, we cut, we sew, we appliqué, all to show our world, or - 
some part of it, something about-us, or’ some part of us. We are sexy, we are- rebels, we love. mone we love “ 
. Texas, we love Elvis, we love our bikes, we fight for L-O-V-E and H-A-T-E even-handedly. ; ee 
_ In our technologically advanced societies, of course, Class rules style, with the general ‘principle being that: 4 ae 
-impermanent decoration may declare itself, but permanent decoration must be concealed somehow, or else risk. 
~ demotion-in-status. The successful face-lift does not display: its: scars; and strives for the “natural look”; the 


irremoveable tattoo, unless relegated to.a normally arcane section of the anatomy, becomes to the well-bred observer, 


- - Low in the extreme. Outside. Other. . 


Indeed, the tattooed themselves, to use this asa geneal: term for irreversible skin-alteration, view the ienecack 


. in rathet the same:way: Their deliberate flaunting of the non-natural does declare that they opt, often violently, out of. : 
‘approved ranking, and flip the bird to show their .j joy. and pride in being not as:the great:washed are. There is a basic. - 

_-:, contradiction here, quite clearly: The tattooed, by exercising that excluding option, may depart polite society, but ERY, in 
:. the same token, they display their membership in another culturé—sub-,if you-will, but a culture nevertheless.» ” | 


And the woman with the face-lift, come: to think of it: ‘Does she want the process absolutely dark? Certainly not.. | 


She wishes to declare her membership; too—in another sub-culture which she regards as super-: The svelte, the Aue ane 
om Eaton, the rich. To her-ctosest friends in that } group; super-s" all, she will-confide the hideous horrors of butchery”. : 


and recovery, she will touch on the staggering price of the i And, to cap recital, she may y ve back her : 


The SCAR. 
‘In Thefarien: pete 


Alli in.all, the tattooed ind the uplifted are not too different from each other. Nor [to effect this transition, which | 


"has been screaming to be let in for the last-3 paragraphs} from the inhabitants of High Thefarie in the last years of 


XV. Admittedly, details vary, methods differ, but the principle is fundamentally the same. As I wrote long ago: The. 
Objectification of Status...to which I would now add, The Declaration of Altitude. In any case, Thefariens, at least 


vn ‘ those of rank, delighted in obvious display of The Scar, which: provided manifest, acceptable, physical statement ‘of 
their status/attitude/ essential being. The Scar, by the way, was nothing trivial. Augmented’ by-surgery both deft and: ~ 


gross, it fairly shouted aloud what removals had so spenaivey been removed from the unseen undémeath: ‘Tm saan 
to pay for this, and all. that it entails!” -. . . 
A dangerous innovation, in-the last frenzied quinquenniuin before Cyelend/RéundOff, was the use of Scars to 


"furnish aiid flaunt other information than the results 6f unnecessary surgery...though it must be pointed out that, ~ 
* nearly a half-century before, Eniaca Omniversant had undergone the process, keeping the result, however, well under : 
_ Wraps until the proper ime came. As oOsp was witness. It changed hislife. ~ 


Of course, given his age. in the year 575, most doops — his ie But Eniaca’ S neg was = speci. And _ 
Reprieve in the extreme. = 


- .. Onthe next page. You wil fi nd re] collection of 1 (ELEVEN) Scars’ ten of them by no means 2 | 
.° uncommon, and-one very idiosyncratic, encountered by le during his thefarlen. 
ead Choose 3 [THREE] for treatment. For each, give: 


. Ist, the name and location [on the body] of the Scar, at least as usually \ woIn. 
2nd, the significane of the Scar, the specific points made by the “wearer”. 
3id, at least one important viewing of this star by osp; where in ieee. seen, a 
seen, to what end seen? 


.- “NB: At least ONE 1 of your three choices must be the. highly unusual Sear worn—if 
that Is the word—by Enlaca, and fist disclosed to sp during the hectic: events of 
Yearend, XV/575. How had she got it? Why was if Placed where If was? Why did she 
let Osp see It? | 


we filer tha a 2 This-qnestionds,d <iN-€S9SENCE, aN; extension, and modification of:Long-Question VI fromthe-TemminglPraxtscof A986, which has long beena . 


thorn is Dsp’s side, given that no one elected to answer it that distant December day. He has thought that sufficient gussying-up, the addition 
of illustrations, and the requirement that all attempt it, he might get some sort of feedback on this rather disturbing facet of Thefarien culture. 
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= Lanisa Guiseidund:. _ 
from the Cerminal Prassis 1997. 


T he Six ©) Wild Ons of YearEnd, XV/S75 


"eat kind comes ey foes around, comies around again. _ Always. er at cyclend aad Roundotf. when - 
"Time goes mad. But we are looking back now ata — i time, nen nee seemed uauesde — the End of” 
a was yet.a long ways off... | 
ee _ First; however, let me correct a more or less trivial error, established i in the diagram‘ in HI 20, on P. 28 of the 
- Grey Dominance, that concludes the “Second — fat, Order]. "It runs, ere thus: . 


eeDay. 48S See Ee ae : - coe | 


i Ubrations Se . ome" i : we 


: 10 pene 2 7 pnts | a2 . to pents 4 pent 1 1 pent 40 penis og pents 7 pee 40 pents "1 pent 1 pent 
aa , eee ; a ee : '4 day - . 1 day 
The impression given a the presentation of Libration; and libration i is wrong. As the text ‘on that page states, 
the Librations consist of “2 pents and-one day...or, better; 1 pent, 1 day, and 1. pent. ,Or, in toto, 11 days.” - 
~ “Libration,“ to be accurate, is the name to each of the brief periods that occur at the year’s middle [‘tibration,” or - 
ats YearMid: ] and end [ “Libra fiong” or Year End }. The first, lament-preparatory pent of YearMid: was known, not as a 


. ‘Libration, but as SLACK, the second, celebration-preparatory pent of YearEnd was ‘known as s SLU. Heine - 
: with which we are concerned here, thus took on the following confi guration: : 


tent 4 pent. 
. ‘tday © 
“Libration, 7 ‘Yearknd 
Bin ARYIV. where elon was a near 3rd-year student i in » World-Building, aged 20 years in some world or: other, 


itis to be feared that hormones and pheronomes (or their analogic equivalents) combined with towering. energy levels 
to produce, not just a single WowDay of frenzy, but a brimming. eleven, full to the gunwales and slopping over.. 


_ Away with preparatory cerebration—on with compensatory Celebration! And Celebrate they: did. By the end of SLICK, 
| the neat college town was shambles incarnate (or do I mean carnate? certainly carnal would apply), learning had | 
ie A He 8 takena: disabliny left cross to'‘thée chops, and OSP?'s:r reputation a’ a promising scholar, even as one who might well 
bring honor to the side in the creative entrepreneurship that is WorldBuilding...this lay in ruins. He had not, he 
would protest later at the trial in 578 when he sued for his degree, indulged more than others in, well, in any excess 
fa Ne “One Mil ght ‘*aiie? ieee had ain ‘unbelievable ‘sun of foul luck. FheAdjutors-agreed:-and he won, but thé same 
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> High — : 


ae ‘ body added ina ridte: to: the preceptor that plaintifi f’s inadvertence weaved to ae been incredible in its scope, and that — 


they would have put the whole affair down to stupidity had it not been flatly impossible for anyone, | even an 
. «outlander, to be so completely devoid of perceptiveness. . 


ona ee * What, precisely, had brought this lamentable state of affairs about, “had. reduced osp from Bright Hope to: 


Wretched Timieserver? Not even the Adjutors could establish Prime Cause, though they strove: mightily. There were 
six. (6) events, hereinafter known as as Wild Oats, that vied for the title, distributed as follows: 


SUK, Oneday’ First Ont: The Near-Thirds went for an unscheduled outing sang term] at the Awful. Abie of 
: Acnananga.. - 


ee SUK, Fourday: Second 1 Ont: pons coaveyed his: new fiend aes Omniversant, to Hollowood Oak in the : 


. Forest of Broslyn, a popular trysting spot, fora Pykmnic. © 


WowDay. moming: Third Oat: The GoudaBoots, a Progressive. later Regissive Urban group, with which 2 


osp blew mectub, played a dawn gig at Assembly Rock. 


-. WowDay, evening: Fourth Oat: Returned (barely) to ARXIV, dsp somehow managed to join 2 a 


traditional howlhike, the Raucous Ramble Round the Town. 


, Threeday: ‘Fifth Ont: Some of the more earnest students of surfacce phenomend, Dep among’! them, | 


- organize a Field Trip to the currently extinct Volcano, Mt. Punctilious. 


. Fiveday: Sixth Ont: Surveying the wreckage of his YearEnd. dsp eeiened to his tibeary ae in = i. ae 


attempt to show, somehow, the goodness of his intentions, and rom reshelving the Arcana Sanctissima. 


| . Disasters all, without exception. But which was The One? Which was it that pushed dsp over the iS ees into 


the non-grata state, and effectively put paid to his-prospects? You, of course, with. your detailed knowledge of .the..... 


inner and outer workings of each O2t, are oo certain. coe my know the. places backwards and. forwards... 


: thetefore, oh best beloved you are now to commence the beng Questioun: Pick the conéct item, the’ Wildl : 1 : 
. Oat that led to Dsp* stuin and discourse on if according to specifications. Use the proper ‘blank diagram. 
_ supplied to show just what happened. NB: To whatever event you elect, append a paragraph explaining. | 


< the: primacy of this event: why it, and none 2 other, is the Principal Cause of a Abomination of Desolation.” 


I. The Outing, of course, had done him i in, the Onli to the Awful Abbej of Qcnanatica: hoasti it must be 
emphasized that the Near-Thirds had had no intention of going to the Abbey. Acnananca was an obscure 
PORES RUA Cerda “pod y:but-his savagery was no. secret: Not were thie: somewhat. disgusting: and frightening habits of his 
. nunks.! The original destination of the festive group was, rather, the year-long festive habitation of the 
rusticated roués of the area, the “SlothHouse,” ’ often termed a “retirement home”, though the tosspots and: 
ne "erdowells that lived there never seemed. to retire. at all. The Near-Thirds, bent on coarse -badinage and - 
. camaraderie, took a wrong turn and slammed i into the Abbey’. cand the rest is somewhat ugly history. 
: Delineate the series of sad events in’ the Awful Abbey of Acnananga that led to the 
_ downfall of the Near-Third students and the utter obliteration of Osp's reputation. 
Account, if you can—and of course you can—for the special savagery wrought on 
him, and comment on fhe special nastiness of providence in supplying an ex-dean.. 
‘of world-bullding as resident canon of the place. Give a bilef overview of the place 


and its inhabitants, and show the _progtess of the contention on the’ diagram 
‘suppiied. : 


‘Tl. Pyknics, of course, aim at a sort ee rustic innocence far removed from the seamy abe that got back to the 
bloody Deans from the Forest. Was it genuine ignorance of the terrain that led osp to lead. Eniaca 
through the Forest of Broslyn, not to the Hollowood Oak (to which, as: he was not to learn for years, he 

was genuinely allied), but to the dangerous precincts of the Maze in the Twisted Parklet, beset as it was 
“ivi .sayith dangerous elementals, springes, and. traps for the. unwary. But why should these perils have brought 
Feproach on him? And ia) didn’t Eniaca, a fiative of the region, wamhim? =. - 


Batata ty 2 Sonus ss “d ‘portmhaiiteat word from : nuns aha “aohiks: eeonoitivally: ‘doit: for me po peeNCe “OF “htt *fellIocale, which was an equal- 
opportunity Abbey. 
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_ Delinedte the two parts of the Pyknic—the trudge through Broslyn Forest that missed 
the Oak, and the: woeful wander through the Maze—but concentrate on the 
‘dangets of the tatter place, which of course arise from its hideous origins (delineate 
these, too). Place Gullt: was the Disaster Osp’s fault? How could any Adjutor or 

i Dean even think $0? Assess, If you can, the role of Eniaca in all this—though your 
se omniscience.may prove no match for her cunning: given that she married Dsp for 
a the first time not too jong, after, what mdlevolence might have Beene her: 

' obvious ine in the affair? indicate the- ee els on the supplied pace 


. z I i I. sé sp, The GoudaBoots, of c course, had never saved: at Rea Rock before. They: may also have been’ 


2 "misled My the standard map « of those ave which depicted the venue as s that 


Assembly 

_ rather than this: eo Bee 
eer | | sarin Corrente 
Rock 


Lyks cad sPhis is say trave accounted for the mispl acement. of the Gren. the’ subsequent. catastmgalies the anger of the 


potential fans, and even the musical selections that so infuriated Deans and Crowd alike. But way was 
Osp, newest member of the group, blamed? And why was the outcome $0 vicious? . 


-. Show the physical causes. of troubles on the diagram of Assembly’ Rock, and . 
indicate the hideous results there, too. in your historical narrative, comment on the 
@ffects of the. music. Is it just possible that Dsp‘s inexperlence on his Instrument may. 

) have led fe the utter ruin? And.. .was nat Enlacain the wings? 


I v: Riots, of course; are  coopérative: affairs The input of enki rioter into a ona fea is a) propersionately | 


quite small, when it is compared to the terror:and destruction of the whole? How, then, did ieee 7 | 


‘the > lion’ s; and.the. elephant’s, and even the whale’s share of the blame? © | 
Trace the Ramble/ Riot, delineate the destruction ‘on the map of ARXIV. 1 name 
i the bulidings reduced to flinders and the. order of their destruction, and estimate the 
. damage to the town over the next forty years, can ir al be put ‘down. to the 
7 ces of one red fag?) pe a  & 


2% v. Vicleantes. of course, are their own masters. They. blow or lie still as i will, and we can do -adline 


~ about it. Except, it would seem, a, OSP, who seems, in that tong:ago YearEnd, to have brought about a _ 
7 —— catastrophe ofreally — | 
Sin Trace, on the map of Punctilious, the. progress een and the series of small 
‘. mishaps that led, ultimately, to osp's s denigration. Comment on the wide-reaching’ 
_ effects of the eruption, and the subsequent deposit of ashi, Accout, If you can, for 
the charge of. guilt Saree at our aero: innocent as he was, ane. s, of geology. 


. 7 V1.1 The Arcana Sahodssnan. of o course, should not have bean chcived: Yearon was oan to arrive, and the | 


Nunks of Anananga had put in a special request for these holy, if startlingly illustrated, documents. Nor did 


: ; : - it help. that the exhausted Osp had put them.in the place reserved for the Library’s most curious texts, and 


; shifted said steamy to the vacated religious shelves. Why he did this, who knows? But the mild i a3 

_ war that broke out in the “SouthEast” certainly had other and more gripping causes. — 
Annotate the chart of the Basement Stacks of the ARXIV Library very carefully, 
indicating the tight and wrong locations, not Just for the texts in question, but for the. 
rest of the basement's books, which had been in &sp’s charge. Reproduce the 

- letter from the Awful Abbot of the Awful Abbey to the Dean, and try, oh try, fo - 

assign the responsibility for thé chaos in the stacks and Its effects. Do not forget the 
possible role of Eniaca, who was Ippon? in the basement on several occasions 
duting YearEnd, : 
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“More Maps for use in Longe Questiouns [reduced]: 
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. ‘The Way to the Crater 


High Thefarie. 


..PostFace 
to Version 9.8 


Ss whatever; — 


J doula apologize for this, and so do. To palate your hassles, I put this Table of Contents at the utter a: At ° 


least ee can sa the wretched. thing.’. 
: Ss UPPLEMENTARY TABLE OF CONTE ENTS | 


70. - vinnDoon/ RUIN 1: ean Preliminary © ne : | 
a. Statement.on the Terminal Praxis, 1995... - - 213 - 


“91: Identification. Lists; Terminal Praxis,1995 2:16 
ys WnpDown/RUIN o: Long eo | oo oe 
ss ~ 2. Terminal Praxis, 1995. - Oe eae § DAD 
i a Wap Oats, 1: from Preliminary 3. Boe ee 
| >. Statement on the Terminal Praxis, 1997,  . 224° 
_ 74. . Identification Lists: Terminal Praxis, 1997.- - - °- 229 © 
-., 75. Wo -Onrs, 2: Long Questions: “ge Mae. 2k 
are _ Terminal Praxis, 19977 7 238.° 


"The real difficulty j in ‘hie supplement i is to be found, or rather not found, in its complete absence from the. ~ 
“Tentative Chronology on pp..ix-xiii, which is the only device for bring Reason and Order to the gallimaufry which 


you now hold. Let me give you some aid: (WNDDOWM/ RUIN (HT 70 and 72), with its attendant madness, including 


Osp’s hectic, strangulated trip to Mt. Turnaround, occurred in those last mad days of XV 625, after the Awakening 7 

_ of the Dead but before the epochal. Battle of Turnaround (see p. 213). And the WLp Ors (HT 73 and 75) were sown, 
: with a. vengeance, way back at the YearEnd of 575 (see pp. 233-4). The Roads & Labels of HT 7 and the Bs 

rs pecenees & Scars of HT - involve, as given, no particularities of dating. This may help. i 


One other bit of unnecessary coatiaed 7 The Maze-Poem on p. 221 has yielded to the Leer of the " . 
2 ssnitinical printer that'I am forced to use, and rendered its words illegible: to a factor of, say, 85%. | cannot dispovera_ . 
a oe hard copy, and sO here Present a transcription of the piece, its changes of direction indicated by slashes: : 


| And ory I ser m light } pom wharfe EVER w/ engin be that was luxfiaig there ut t the ondst OF whatever rhs place / engi 

bappen to be. was Faurly sure thar st wasn't J Mt: Tuxnaxound—not that ro. seen The place, hurt / had Gathexed rroa 
picrunes thar rr was / quire high, while / the / looanng ound / thar [had so. mcaurwusly entered was xeally, asf 

. mountains go, less than’ souat. In Fact, the puxthex thar I penoneared, / theless wr appeared 10 ke a natural steuctune. 

-  .apall There was / rhe color, por ove thing: the blueness nearly over-/ powexed ony toch. And the / corners / wexe / 

- _. ach { t00 shaxp and sowoth ro occur in / 100 sbaxp and sonoth To occur. m /. nature. 1 was “proceeding, arrer some haiprt 

* TURKS, down a./ senies of long sections thar seemed ro sidle off roa each other, ra- / ther than kreak violerily away; i 

0 When I prest heaxd the hoormg. tt was / rant kur unonstakably horrid, as: if somer brig in the: / mmex depths of this’ el- / 

° deerch sreuctue / were Ldang rs chops at the prospect OF imonment / supper. There was a liomd gualrry zo those / boots 
thar 1 didn't-Like one. brr. The passages. / had kecode showrer herween Tuxts, and / very suddenly 1 made.a / very violenr |. 
swerve and then / [rhe] path charged org m the / oppostre dixecrion. /- opposrre dikecrion. / The boormg was / by / now /. 

__ touch louder. Yr / sounded hungrier, 100. Was rr / just ‘pasy the next tuxn? Well, / no, rr wasn't, butt knew./ thar / 
pe wasn / rt / ar abead. I knew somehow that / 1 was RUNNING OKT OF Rood, I bave'no'/ wea why 1-didn'r ruxn back and. 

- RACE / pox the long-ago enrrance,:/ bur 1 kepr on, / grioly pushing aby / [227] down the a / et gale / verrih a / 

ee path ended, 1 anid 11 debouched / wero the f den and'/ beheld /—ob / god—/ TT ? 


| = a all this pean i help a tad. Honestly, I wish you. well: 


7 URce @URILA, 


: Rage ee _* 2 we Oe dsp 


: There’s another reason, as‘always. If I put-PostFace here at the end, my job i in cain Version 10. 0, the final. word on Nish 
‘@erarie, will be made measurably easier this coming summer. But let me bask for ae moment in the illusion of dedicated Altruism. Or 


_ maybe Guilt — they come to the same thing. 


To be distinguished, of- course, from RECesEaey confusion, in-which this text abounds.” 


238. 


5 . . be " « 
: aongls . . < et . ‘s 5 _ . et . 7 . > * ‘ . 
. . . . . . ‘ 
. . ‘ : ‘ 5 . ‘. P . ats oy ~ . . : 
ao. + . * * = » . * te % 
. . * . * og : * Bs . . . . "2 a 
Pa ey a . tee J « 2. . ‘ i - 7 . 2 . . ‘ ‘ 
. . . k we aa . Ps . . 
- . ~ ‘ . . 2 
. . . . % . ‘2 F Said . 
‘ . . * . . 7 . ° 
‘ * . * * ~ = ete . * 
. oy eo , i . 7 4 . s % . . Y . 
. . ° . . 
. os . ow * . o + . . 
. . * t 
. oo - 2 2 = . 
. ‘: oy . 5 


‘High Thefarie 76 - 


from ihe 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Cerntual PLATS. 1998 


Tensé Time. Poised at the End of the Line. Or ites the End of the Rope. In earlier years, Your P&G igi _ 
| have been frenzied, but he was also exhilarated. This was The End, but he knew that there would be more, and-he _ 
~ found himself eager to go through the. process of dvdpvnois, of recollection, knowing that high Therarie ; 

' “would grow, and develop new twists and tangles, things to be solved at the next time. But this year is different: This if 
year, the End is really an End. After this year, no more.1 . , 
. ‘And so, with.a heavy heart, I put the Rope around my aes and. attack the i at hand. Finishing is such ~ 
sweet sorrow...but hardly when there’s.no tomorrow. Sob,” 


Too our mutions: 


Eye solicitone of your welfare, Your are & Guide herewith pronounces, _ officially, the BHE-Cée, or Pare 
7 coon The Long ara at least, in this ch TERMINAL PRAXIS will treat: 


toNet Satolabatetateeh Besta He BOs tetatatelaSatitetataletitieit Satatatelatatitetelet atest te 
neat tatatate siotatetatitititetatelotetitntelteteres: se 
ata et ete ee a a a ss a erate a ea ee DR eR OS ORO TCO ee RAR Oi O ES EE MIST 
* 7% i % : . . 
. ‘“ be . - 
oa 
* . 
* ® ad ° 
ee . . 
f ' . j 
‘ ‘ 
4 a 
. 5 | ' . . *; 
4 . 
| | | | N 
: ‘ 
: 
7 


abd ae Which i is iy Say, aes process of disolution seenink upon Year nd 625, or more eee y Yeat end XVI625; or °. 
-* *. most accurately Year End T/XV/625 — the conclusion of the 625th Year of the Fifteenth Cycle of the Third Round, | 
. -whichis:to say, the end of Year and Cycle and Round.2 The Big One. Nothing so huge has/had happened i in more’ 
ae than 3, 000 years. Civilization-As-They-Know/Knew-It wiped from the slate. New beginning, and all that, fora . 
"populace with only the foggiest idea of anything that had gone before. Life would suddenly be Cataclysm; Dish. eo 
' @erare’ s Culture would lie in ruins.:.and such ruins!.Barely comprehensible, even to those savants who, © -. 
"knowing that the Time of Extreme Purgation was at hand, had hidden themselves away behind walls of books, - - 
- documents that duly set forth everything that could be described about high Cerarie.. .only to find, or rather ae 
_- ‘not to find, the fact: that only broad outlines could be recalled, that dyslexia’s onset had been shattering, and that the = . 
-. precious documents would take more than three centuries to be fully understood. Three centuries during which Time. — 
ae refused to be marked, and Culture and Civilization wobbled on m new directions, reinventing themselves. a 


ar. But we tush ahead of ourselves, dsp. never saw/sees that Tiunons New World, the world of AIXV 1/1, and ne _ 

“we have no knowledge of it, only analogies from former cataclysms, which are very spotty. Subséquent Thefarien 
history will not be our concern. We shall rather turn to the last moments of the Neh erarie he knew, to 
Labrationz of XV/6235, the last even days of his soma in the place, as it eo . for, grappled with, and reeled | 


4 Well, perhaps just a bit. Pulling things: together, ve correcting’ typos in the. coming: Summer.. fot whatever purpose, I 
. have: ‘no-idea.‘Oh, the text will be around next time through. ‘But nothing new. Not really. 


7 ZR Reminder. The detailed explanation of this time sequence is to be found above in this book i in HT 20, pp. 27-30. 
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*  Letit here be said, then: The Long Questiouns of the TEAMINAL PAAXIS for 1998 will delve into the: | 
EndGame, the final playing out. You recall the basic Libration, or YearEnd: 


yg 


ee ee 
Ce 
RSS 


on 
‘Sea 


ESS 


Tpert 4 pent 
“o- fday oo 


; ‘Libration, YearEnd | 


Ae ‘ In XV/625, these. eleven days were host to DwindleDown, the (temporary) ending of the world, the process of | 
lee rdGame that biowphtl h@eranet ya-new beginning. It took place, of-course; by-Mt. Tumaround: 


. 
“7 Be 


tata ty 


eforete, & 
Seed 


°. 
Pete 
es 2 anomeremmenie 5 are 


Cee 
glad ge Malte 
A Pee alee 

PK en Palle) 
hay re 
Atal Oe oe Es einen 


CRSA Sareea * 
+ Sata 
; i htags We 


ace 


. _- How could that Mountain perform its EndGame function, that of turning around? Well, NT is a strange place. - 
; But all will be revealed as you go through the process yourself, as'you answer your choice of Six Questions that: 
~ will deal with the spate of-invasions and the like, the rigorously regulated chaos that constituted the ritual: To. 
prepare your memory for its tense testing at the TERMINAL: PRAXIS, you will do well to recall that. 
_.EndGame was also 4 celebration; and that the Thefarien ‘mindset for celebrations was somewhat peculiar: 


_ Carnival, of course, even in our. hypertrophically restrictive society, is a time for Breaking Loose, for casting off - 
momentarily those shackles. which bind us together. . . as the. authorities at such -focuses of fun as South Padre 
Island have yearly cause to. lament. High Thefariens, however, differed from us in this'as in much: The regular 
recurrence of an equinox. of. solstice in High Thefarie brought forth festivals, of course, especially among this 

ritual-ridden people, but such frenzied gatherings signalled no relaxation of Plan or Pattern; they merely, during 

the specified period, changed the labyrinthine rules they lived by for another set. And this adoption of a different 


figor was hot felt to be change; merely intensification of certain latent aspects of the normal, everyday Ways. 
The simple shopgirl on holiday might appear, to the uninstructed observer,:-to be abandoning all trammels as she 
writhed and flopped rhythmically in’a deep wallow of warm mud. . . but that wallow was the wallow [in a 

_ Teproduction, of course] of a-Titled Princess of the Realm, and the shopgirl's every slide and splash was governed 
ee -éby ‘tradition.Woe -Detide« that: uninstructed:-observer if,-forgetting this point, he decided to profit by Chaos and 


jumped in beside her. . . as, strangely enough, occurred in the case of YSp at the General Bountification, Art 
Exhibit, and Communal Slosh near Voen in Summers, 588. . 
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Don’t WoIry about the Slosh, but grasp the principle. . | . | 
Study, too, &sp’s first-person account of his WowDay gig.in pt 21, aug Note,” pp. 30-32 above. . 


Analyze: the ins and outs of the pillowne schedule for EndGame: 


Assembly | 


_ Assimilation 


-Asymptote at 


_Askance 


_ Aspitation | ail 
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YET MORE on 
‘DiaraxeDoon 


PRCA 


— from .the 


POST-PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
onthe Cernizal £ Hraxts, 1998 


| anory Soggers ! 


“You — it all. And I know you ad it all. And you ia I know you. know, it all: And I know... 


nk Heady ‘stuff, really. A Theory of. Thefarien Knowledge that emiaces Cumiscience, Your @ninscicnee Whose’ 


else? for do I mean Who Else’s?] But, let us admit it, the pressures. of time on a Terminal Praxis ; are considerable. 


And Retrieval of ‘your Omniscience might just become a problem. After all, One —.which is‘to say You'— must : 


--call everything relevant to One’s finger’s ends? in a very short period. It has: therefore occurred to Your P&G that 
_ your meditations might be facilitated by further ere of points hms a ac be eelevant to the case at 
: . hand. Hence the following 10 items. . 


ah The Battlot Turnafound, ushering in bation of x63, conclude a ee befor the Mount ntain reve. 


2 The Sixth Marriage seriously compromised dsp standing a SAT. CANT 0 Savior. ona asi HNGAX oe .s 


or Purgation, preserved the. (rather reduced) Sum of Things. ° ; 


| 3. There were five invasions attendant upon EnoGene, but they did. not allo occur dating ication, The Snllygosters vib ‘ 


traditionally arrived on Assimilation (that is, Twoday of 1K), had come a decade and more before, during the opening 
3 of ‘DAROM.but they made up for it. ae | 7 | 


PA ese; MisTumaroind, like too many other pt mountains was: hollowsltvaseot, however, emp spent = 


a. Accumulation . 
* b. Simulation. 
.. “_C. Vilification. 
cig Montiversation’ 
 “@. High Note — 
f. The Drop ° 


‘52 Here, in order of occurrence, are the principal eves of WowDay during ENO XVOD: 


6 The accounts of other EnoGeres are lost in the mists of etic time; ie no fe comparison is sili 
between XV.and others. But it can be.inferred, simply from the high chaos-quotient of the 
~ Proceedings, that Osp's tn0Gee must have been the Clumsiest of all. Nothing went right. ; 


“L The Six Question will be distributed as follows over the eleven days of Libation of — 


SUK: One (1) 
WowDay: Three @) 
SHAKE” One (1) 


3 ; . 
Or one’s forebrain. Somewhere around there. 
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- Bottom Line: : a One a. eu x 
§. How Mt. Turan und moved may be gathered fromi this revised pci of 


» ee. =, ° as a - . t, 

f gary rate [Ti ste Y F fe Le 

vag pete. ‘ i; 

=, ne reg? ae on Sh aM Per as we ~ “ aie 
7h avs lel of 4 a ee ree if poe eon Gre te oie eke 


| : : But he principal question is not How, but Wy. 


. f A sketchy map of the area in question will show the curious s River Daikicaee, which has somehow managed to escape 
7 preva delineations. Strange, s since this river is not only anes but fi figured — in the. events of EnpGare. 


¢ 


pinster's ge - Ourbah ke 
cmiwyp, 


@ 


| nf: 
ko Poa 


'“Groomb"' |.” Grims 


. R: Darkwater 


fp 


mi: a 0 The sroblentof memory, which, has occupied‘us inthe study of High Gears; is no more ved than that of | 
| forgetting. Remember Forgetting it it is, ina way, your Friend. .asam I. 


243 


* 
4 
t 


te 
ry 
. 


High Thefarie 77. - 


_ Identification Lists. 
© 2) from ihe Cermiaal PEGLTS, 1998. . ; | 


42 COINS, or 


GATA VRTI SCROIGAU RESC- 
oe -{"Thate to'take your money...”}. 00 


2 eo -, et < dee 9° eer y“ersét stele te ete? etetetetetaretete® setetatateceteterete~ee. et 
apsSlSSi Si cSSec Sessa tssssssésssioe ses esescisg sacs cseseseassessecscsssesesrs reece sasatasseeyssacatastesessscaczeseseses 2s 
See ees e emer e eS oe cele ce cece cenelececece Sesetevetete Bee ee Oe 8c eee ce sec esos olelor a eset ato late letotatetatetats 


: ; : ‘Wwoetel 


« 
ees ele ° ° : 
woe ° 2 
e,e¢,e¢,e eo. ewe e,f 
?totee rt Phe t.04-2 bd ° FF ta Fat aM etat 
wes eS ote cote ses esata te teat at eset etate te tetetete?. teltelelotetele® 


_._ The occasional reader of these pages may already have encountered the item immediately above, the Moidore of the 
. City of Mog, in the account of Eniaca’s death at the Sesquiquinquennial Sale in'602 [13'T 61-2].A most estimable 
coin. Agreed, it was much too large in value: A coin which can purchase a comfortable lowet-middle dwelling is. 
_ hardly convenient pocket change. And let us further admit that it was also much too big — a_pocketful could ruin a’ 
pair of culottes in three wearings. But in spite of its inconvenience, the Mog Moidore passed as favorite specie of 
hieh Gerfarie. Alone among the objects that passed as coinage, the Moidore was benign. To list only a few: 
-of its advantages: It lacked sharp edges, it exuded no poisonous effluvium, it called up no demons, it did not squish 
or develop a mouth when pressed, it would not:develop unexpected magnetism at. unpropitious times, and it; | 
'-” possessed'no sudden spikes that might impale a thumb. To osp in his later years, it was the only coin worth’. | 
carrying, though it led to hideous haggling with merchants,.and a remarkable running up of bills and tabs and general. 
Truth to tell, he had his reasons. ‘Perhaps it was his alicn status, his otherness, that led to a well-nigh | 


at 


. 


Hthitiaienmbelievable series of misadventures with coinage, perhaps he was underia curse, perhaps: he had as little monetary 


. ~ sense in 1)’T as here...but he surpassed all other humanoids in that fabled {and in the number of scars and other. 


: _*.. physical deformations, small and. large, that had been inflicted on-him by money..Time was when he had .-. 


wy " tedyat, 
Sa oy Ee 


‘thoughtlessly and frequently stuck his hand into a pocket to check its contents, but a few weeks in 19'T changed this ._ 


“+ -‘completely: soon, he either hired someone to do it, or removed his nether garments and gingerly prodded at the 


pocket with a stick-— both of which expedients caused definite tmeasiness. Let us say that:he had been marked by 
_ his contacts with coinage, both physically and mentally, inside and out. Even the RE [ICT .the anti-money2’ 
amuletheiadwormm ("22 0 ee oe OEE ag tes Be, * a 


-o 


Vi may be here observed that a impressive proportion of the throngs that gathered at Tumaround for EnpGane in 625 did not consist of. 
prospective spectators, but frastrated merchats of all sorts who hoped to cash in their IOUs from Osp before he was transported back to the 
‘RW? wherever that might“be: What-they expected to"do*with-the-money;-given that it would be completely worthless: — and indeed 
incomprehensible — after WowDay, is another matter. Hope springs eternal. Re 

No, not antimony, but anti-money. a8 ; 
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: Even n this had left. ta dees an is scar on his breast and his psyche.” . 
Such i is the reason, O Best Belovéd, that you shall shortly examine. the coin chart on the following page and. 
"pronounce. upon it. To be perfectly frank about this, osp would rather not think about Thefarien money ai all, He 


. has been, traumatized, and- would forgetsthe. whole business, ' were it not for his lust for Truth. Therefore: 
‘Below you will flnd a collection of 11 (ELEVEN) Thefarien coins, traumatically encountered’ ‘by © 


dsp during his Thefarien SOjOUIN. co 3 (THREE] tof treatment. For each, give: 


Ist, the name, size, worth, mater, souice, and baleful nature of the coin.. 
Se a ' 2nd, the incident on which osp came In contact with tt, need the Hem(s). for 
oa which it was pioffeted. or received in payment. y ~% | ee eee : wha 
31d, the resuttant mark, wound, alias or r whatever received by dsp. = | 


- NB: “For ONE [1] of the eee coins you choose, give an * exhaustive anaivas of the 
. symbols in the decoration. Since oy the obverse Is shown here, acorns the 
oe oar ; Tevelse as bags Ce a ee ee, ee ee 


be 
sSesseresese a esese ase 
45 
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: | 2 Low DIVES a 7 


It seems mafdine: somehow, to grace what i 1S very likely the last chapter i In this account of @uca. @erarie 


with a treatment of disreputable * ‘night life.” After all, this is a hallowed Otherwhere, chockfull of ethical instruction - 
-~ “and stern moral precepts, - and what precepts can be gathered f for The Good Life from tawdry sumps of nl enume 


misbehavior? 


+ Not, of course, that dspw was an errant sinner. Far fea it. Given his. ‘druthers, he would much rather have stayed: 
- home, wherever that happened to be at the: moment. But, in his early Thefarien years, deducing that he would be 
| stuck in the place for half a céntury, he deci ded that he should Get-Out And-Meet People. Unfortunately, the first 
_ .-such meeting-place that he encountered was The {chor-Bucket i in Arkhiv. — an student hangout well ‘thought. of my 


the students but no one else, except the non-academic coasters.and drifters who discerned easy pickings within its 


badly cobbled walls. He did meet his future spouse(s), Eniaca Omniversant, there, and that must be accounted AD ae 
~ Good Thing, but, for the rest, the result.was disastrous: in the “Ick-Buck,” Osp developed a taste for lowlife that 
he was never able to shuck, even in his misanthropic Last Years, and also made the acquaintancé of artistic types 


especially musicians and actors, who led him away from any’ real hope for respectability, SATICANT (Savior). 


_.” though he was destined to be. Nearly half his life in NT was spent in “artistic” pursuits; to the great detriment of | 
___ the country’s. peace of mind, his wife’s temper, and his own self-esteem. In portions of his Middle Life, one ‘might, . 
say that his attraction to Low Dives (PRBTY CLEODY) increased wildly. Not, of course, entirely due to’ . 


his corrupted tastes: as a “popular musician” (the phrase is an oxymoron in Thefarien, but never mind) he Bigged 
constantly in venues below the plimsoll of respectability, and the toll ‘on his character matched that on his health. 


‘it Was he inerely unlucky? We shall'never know. He didn’ 't know. But even the ‘most casual observer,’ struck by the * 


7 disasters that constantly struck dspi in these, well, in thesé joints, and. by his well-nigh compulsive returris: to 


. 
. 
. + . * 
. 7 


locales where he had suffered Ss evous gee and. other harm, and conclude that his tlc of: self-destructivencss : 


must ‘have been remarkably high. © 


_” The setter of this. question, ‘however, tends to ) disagree rather cnaaly, There has not been sufficient ay of the © 

. Dives themselves, he feels, to lead to rampant psychologizing. One raust first isolate and analyze: the stimuli, and. 
only then proceed to accuse the character. “Tow Dives” is, after all, a very. broad term; “low” does not designate. the 

_ same level in: the official. strictness of Enphurli as in the shoddy piety of Bolsena. It therefore devolves upon you, Oo 
Best Beloved, to join in ‘this. hi ighly necessary work of PPG (PsychoParaGeography) by. looking at particulars. - 


| Below, you will find the names, with location,. of 12 (TWELVE) Low Dives, scattered. over the. 
7 map; of Dish Theraree. ‘Each was frequented, in its time, by. Osp, and each caused. him 
'. father more than at least one disaster. Choose the. most significant 3 [THREE] for treatment. 

eee __- Foreach, give: 7 


Ist, a description of the ambience to be found therein. What was the » place ike? 
. What feeling did It convey? What clientele did-It attiact? - 
": 2nd, the nature and cause of the particular disaster that Osp encountered. in that. 
dive. Give the date of the disaster, by the way. Andits effect on dsp. hap creas 
"31d, the attraction (music? show? companionship? food? drinks? what aa that. 
. drew dsp back, though he knew better. 


—_ NB:. ach of the accounts should stress the Thefarlenness of the Dive In question: it 


_ will doubtless: suggest an analogy with a RW spot. ane direct your answer ‘to. the « 
explanation of osp° s behavior. - 


: er NB; Diagrams might not be amiss. But observe the time caretuly 


L. PlongSide | Brummagem | 7 7, DiggerDell [ Vei}- 
2. The Skewed Crux [ Bolséna | . “8. The Dingle [ Dangley Dale } 
3. Sala City[ Clus] - | ... 9 The Stygpie [ Enphuri]. | 

_ 4, BeckonBush[ Peruc], = «i +2 Swampside Hollow | Veen } 

_ S. Mudterm[Arkhivjy > ~ . ll. The Sheer: { Horizon al 
6. 


Budodon | Cerby-the-Sea} = 12, . Bide- -a-Wee { Port Farie} — 


- 


3 Ans ugly nan but it will have to suffice. Club, Saloon, Tavern, Inn ana many more are too specialized. 
4 Can they but be discerned. 
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Longe Questiouns 
from the < Cerutaal Praxis, 1998 


_Llbrations, TIXVI625: 
~ ENDGANE 


- “this Terminal Praxis peebandovte inca with the Grey. Dominance: dave supplied m more than you or I alive care 
to know about the hT calendar, and I shall thus avoid going through that matter again. The amount of information _ 
, required merely to understand these ae is immense, but I think haa have -enowigh to begin partie your own 
> truths back at me. ee 
. . Therefore, let’s get at it i PR to tell me Bee: a ost eile With a bang? A whimper? A bamper? _ : sph 
-Oh,.1 know, not a real end. Nngh. Therarie didn’ t disappear; it continued...and is now, if “now” means 


nies A remaaythig in the realtion-of twa: worlds in: different continua. Bate never. mind that “future” studl.. Stick. to what 


Bg aes 


J ° Asenily, of course, es nctiny of ek was the day that iis should have ainived at Mt. uci ound He was, 
after all, a principal participant in ENDGEME. But the affair at. BluRuin ‘with the PurSuAnt had caused him | 
| -more delay than he liked, and he didn’t make it to Turnaround until Aspiration, which took place on Fiveday of 
SL, just: when evéry clique and claque and group had been pretty well set in final arrangement. The real - 
. story of his MadDash from Lake Ruin, fetching him up at the last sa moment, has not yet been — 
- fold... OF not until you elect this Questioun. 


s ‘Trace the stages of dsp’ 8 Mad Dash from BluRuin to Mt. romareune in yin 625, in | 
oe considerable detail, noting with particular relish the wildness, Do not. forget‘ to add. 
: the fowns of Rimbach, Uttermoor, and Tentheim, where, as usual, he ran afoul, plus © 
-. any parageographical items you have divined on his way. Mention should. be made - 
of the Letter of Reproach from The Powers That Be that awaited him on his 
amtival, and of Eniaca’ s.eventual eae et Use the map provided and mane it in with ane 
al bluebook. | eo ee 


Bie Siulation, ee course, the second ptincipal Event of WowDay, consists of a Ssquihion that treats aan | 
themes. ‘A sort of. secular sermon, it is based for background on Chapter 25 of the Apocalypse of Taryt (to 
-.. be found i in DT 16, p. 23 -of the Grey Dominance). As far as was known, the speaker had traditionally 
- beena mildly illustrious elder Thefarien male civil servant who speaks in the person of. the mythical 
Budodon the Boar. Buti imagine the startlement of the audience when the speaker that stepped forward this 
_ WowDay was no gaffer, by OSp's Wife 1-6, Eniaca thé Omniversant. Clad in armor, she delivered, not a 
' sermon, but a.narrative, of all things. Worse (or perhaps better), she had adapted an early GranferTale — 
~ “Budodon’s Quest”, HT 12, pp. 15-18, by Osp,. but, taking the part of Lein@, the Fifth Woman, she 
ore changed it from the world’s beginning to its end, and concluded with the utter ne of the ae gender. 
, osp felt that the world had ended early. Nothing went night af ter that. 


Elther-in whole or in summary, give Eniaca’ S: story, showing how it follows the 
description above. Recall that she included a good deal from the Apocalypse of 
Targi, even in this revised diatribe, and that the effect was. more satire than scripture, - 
. thus upsetting the Miificator who follows. Note the audience reaction at selected. 
points.. : 
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| mM. dsp. of course, was unsure about cinch that: occurred’ on WowDay. He had had no sleep for atleast two _ 
_ -days [54 hours, in Thefarien reckoning. Someone in charge had mislaid the fluegelhorn. Where was he to 
stand? And was that really a D-flat? Even when everything went off as well as could be expected — given. 
"that he was heralding the (virtual) end of the world — hé found himself tortured by a question of | 
chronology: Had he blown first, or had Mt. Tumaround tumed first? If he had ‘blown first, then he was 
somehow. responsible for Things. He didn’t mind being a Savior; in fact, he rather liked it. But the role of | 


- Destroyer was something else: again. Further, moet sas happened when the Mountain turned? He Was, as 
on very confused... : | 


First answer — $ agonized query about precedence, but then proceed to tell, 
e and analyze while telling, the truth about Mt. Turnaround. The top came off, very. 


probably, but then what? An emergence? A swatlowing? Be thorough, and discuss in 
7 detail, and, if you can, assign causes and results, Do not forget Lg real The Drop. 


“TV. The yes of. coursé, was not smnerels ya a flowchart, inicaias the Seder of  WowDay. evenits. It was also, 


: Or perhaps primarly, a Map that presented, in a very stylized fashion, the places: where those events happened, or: 


. were So ae to happen. Only. stylized, of. course, but you can, solve it, and set reality, Thefarien rays straight. 


“Usirig: the Zephir, fill out at the titles in the schedule of WowDay EndGame — . © 
Including: the curious hidden cine under the tight center. Then treat It as. map, and.- 
show what those circles really stood for. Remember that the circles can: fepiesent, 
“very, different i | Be 


ceaiehte: aybulinnlg “Pie END, of course, did not-come suildenly. The fading away: wat subsianee ani consciousness took t time — 


five we in fact, the five days of SHAKE, A very interesting procedure. . 


en Pick any city, In fact ‘any location (even Mt. Tumaround) in Dish Therane, and: ; . 
al : trace its steady and deliberate change duting the five days of SHAKE. Move from: ~ 
*: Flaccidity to Alation to Feckiessness through Aatitude and finally fetch up at the «. ; 

_ end of Fiail. These, remember, are STATES of being as well as times. The puna of ee 
| ’ DT w wasvery complete chaos, though not juin. , | 


ig Your P&G, see course, will do anything g for a question. He told a earlier that: you were not to 9 consider | 


“dish Tterane: § future. He lied. 


: "ok at hich Therane a Cycle, amere 625 years, after Sen s Gnival in Xv/578,, 

_ What was the marvelous Otherwhere like in A/XV1/573? :Look pick a spot, any spot,. 

and see how It recouped from EnpGere. Conjecture on the course of Bere in the 
coming of a new Cyclist, or Savior. Be poe Of course. | 


- And such a time as it’s been. C'est fini. Die Welt ist all ATCA: @UTA Oe ARIE} 
“a 
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SSSA AAAS 
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: PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Cernizal Hraxts, 1999" 


: SASSSAAASSSANASSAASSAANASSRANSRAANSSY | 


ie oe And such a time as s it’ s been. c st fii Die Welt ist. all. TATGA CUTA  OeFARIEL 


- * 


And that’s “the ¥ way * it ended; the seeeminl Sroxis of 1998, promulgated last laaciak 14 May: 
* 1998. All done, thought Osp. Farewell to hich Qerpan ie XV, which had actually come to - 


_ its end, RW time, on 17 May 1997, not: quite a year before. Which meant that the final, the utterly 


final events, hadn’t quite come to pass yet (in a sense) at the time of the 1997 ty, but would have 


ed to be covered in the 1998 Cy. But what Your. P&G hadn’t réckoned was that there would-have to — 


re ‘be aty for 1999, at least, and. this would mean more questions, which would somehow have to 
“<> be substantive, and also-would have to be excogitated after the publication of om for 1999, ae 
_. which meant, or.would'mean, that they would have to be incorporated in yet a later version of the 
a Be ‘Grey Dominance, that of 2000, which looked to indicate. that 1 would be pressing ahead until ~ 
“es ‘circumstance jerked me bodily from the pursuit of this course, unless I started to recall an 

absolutely new otherworld, and I was too old-for that, unless I spent. the year from. May 1999 to : 
> April 2000 reconstructing the absolutely final version of the documents and clipped the ey into the. | 

_» Version for 2000 immediately after administering it, sometime in May of 2000 yor we e should get 

+.» that far).:.but would then be left with the same — for the RW year 2001.:: 


. No. Please. No. Please, please. NOOOO. ae 
‘It had to have a stop, he thought: This would be the LAST ‘terminal arasts: After 1999, no 


“more questions, no more plumbing the depths of anamnetic creativity, no more leaping ahead of: 
Ce ate himself j just as he was about to breast the tape. No more. Especially, nothing new. 3 | 
| hore There: was a pause, then from within, himSelf spoke. But. the ‘Praciiioners, the examinees on 
ie I 999-—what would they do this time around? This \ast time around? i 
a “Well; replied osp to himSelf; it. should be quite’ simple, actually. They could mile ae 
a appendices... They could pull together facts in the. Grey Dominance... . They could even 20 back % 

' ” and answer some of the: questions f rom previous. Proxeis... | : | 
<. ‘There was a shocked silence for about three beats. Then, himSelf burst forth in an angry tush: 


Oh, sure! They’re just students — what does. it-maiter what they do? Have you honey 


Lo forgotten why this whole ees came up? It wasn't as you, not at all! It was for them/ So. 


a a fictional character Molly Bloom to her author, James Joyce, in the last section of iniyases: 


2 Well, not quite. The pipe was right side up, still smoking, not, as above, inverted in. the ioe of being. knocked out. 


oy should mae inverted it. But, as usual, I was in:a self-inflicted hurry, and... 
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| that they'd make parts ay your world with you; so that. ihey 'd be your fellows. in this 


| undertaking, so that this voyare. won't degenerate from. a Quest to an ego- trip! 
That did it. More questions, fresh questions, spanking new questions, questions never aah 


before. .those would have to make the CY for 1999. This last time, this last last time. Then, 
armed with the solutions supplied by the class of 1999, 9, sp could, this next summer, at last put - 


. together the final edition, Version 10. 0. 
--Then could it truly be said: 


MW 44840 AYO AR At? = 


~ But what questions am (to get out of the past tense) I (to. get out of the third. petson) supposed to 


ask? All the questions that describe the Utter Ending are all there i in ‘the ts for 1995 and 1998. | 


2 And I can’ °t aes mere mere collections; appendices are ag 8 soporific as. -Bnoyeh nts or, to use. the proverb, : 


sy Nt 4on1 aM 
ANAM ABYM1- 


_IPLE PETHR PLI ‘ac PERUGA MAAC] Has. dull asa pent i in Peru.” 


. "What can I have you (to et this out of the inipersonal mode) make (in: ‘the’ leads sense o 
: demanded by this course and land)? I mean, I’vé covered the - spots _— ee Just desert —_ 


| spots of quotidianity, the Lands of the Yawn, the... 


-. Wait a minute. I think I I have an 1 Idee. Let n me think i it’ over + while I dole out ‘the e necessary . 


| information.” : 
Hang on. - 
- be back. 


| " Bvei solicitous of your welfare, oa Preceptor & Guide herewith | pronounces, of: ficially, the 
-_ Eff-Cee, or Pere. Cormrrnenr. The > Long Cucstions, at meses in ‘this pai TERMINAL - 


PRAXIS will t treat: 


What x was s that? Once more, ‘with f cling, and the ri ight way / around: 


| PERG 


; 2 ‘TA TEA THUTA THEFARIE! in Thefarien Runo-Retrograde. “So ath for + High Thefarie.” 
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I know I said it was dull. Remember this?’ And this? _ . 
Vest Lc for | . 


perag : | 7 oirse 


~ Loafers - We lack the Common Touch 


- Sweatsox - /° + = Since who can stand the land of the bland : 
_ -Cutoffs -. Where enough is:way too much . 
. Pullover a ee ee : 
 Bellyband 
Mittens ” 
_ 3. Feedbag 
| > Hoe... .. 


a But I can be wrong. And I was. And rightly wrong. So you'll have to wait for: i. . : 


; a But drop by 103 WAG shortly li.e., May 1999] for more about 
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from the POST-PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
on the Cerwinal f ‘Orasts, 1999 | 


That’ s what Hepes said: rene. And. that’s wiles dsp meant. _ _ 


° Though. he really wished that he hadn’t. PERUG had been involved, after all, in one of the Tess attractive sequences 
in his NT life, and hé would much rather have let it lie there, comfortably, ‘beyond the ‘borders of his memory, 


kicking, up no nightmares or hyperventilating. i oe! town. ‘Uncomfortable town. Dull town. J ust look at it on : 
: ee . 


4 foe eg om? Cini” 
. cay ei: fe ni 


/ ee Mount eo Groomb. a - Grimsby < 
| ‘Turnaround 7 re 


- - MidNowhere. To the “Bast,” a ore stretch to Lake Ruin, or © BluRuin. To the “North, ” a waste to the © 
"++: outtowns of the Temple of. Uni. To the “West,” a shorter. spread to the untenanted shore. And to the “South,” oh - 


_ Pur@, to the “South,” a rockscape culminating 1 in the Fatal Fells, of all the pestiferous locations. Isolated in 
‘incommodiousness. And yet... 


No, that couldn’t be right. Absolutely not. Oh, damn as map anyway, thought iii long after, preparing this . 


: ‘rats You couldn’t is tae on it at all. 


- 


Marae I Guilt, you say? Nonserise. What are you vine to ria him out to be? He was no monster, Just an earnest human trying 


: his best to -get- through a bad patch. Was there anything wrong with that? 
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There had been towns, suburbs, or at least satellitic ilies out in the near-hinter. And the Dullness? ‘Well, yes. | 
_ As soporific a locale as any he could remember, in any world. He had expected a flood of incident, new beings, new 


ideas; but all he could remember was a foggy blend of the joy and perceptiveness usually attendant upon a rather bad 
head cold. But it wasn’t just him. Al Dreh ‘Therane had thought : So. Remember the VestList, the prescribed 


clothes to a worn in a“ city by at aha Le¥ er 


-Porkpie 5° se 
' ‘Loafers — ge 
Ais Sweatsox 
- Cutoffs - 
Pullover 
.. Bellyband” ©. 
; ene: 
Hoe 
# 138/0. 


* That Serintity Said it all. Thefarien Common Wisdom, as pene in PENFAPOLY, the. madly Seaalae 


escanhe of 603, had viewed PERGG as ‘an enshrinement of moribund conservatism, a place for Pastlings, the -~ 
. -Thefarien equivalents of retirees, dressed rigorously, by the rules, in the casual manner of their years of function: © 
: Prescribed a si ae laxity. Ridiculous, but only. aes pau the. thought and the ae amet 


A Nie that smight be gamuied up i in the whining drivel of a retired heplite endlessly repeating the ancient 


tactical set for ‘besting the Wyvems he’dn never fought: 


Retired Hoplite at Persie: & 
Don ’t ‘goi in over i horns. They fly aivay.” 


In fact, dsp recalléd, he’d had his say on it. Wasi it inthe game ‘year 6039 He’d attacked the game ina oe | oe 


of his own poem, * a8 he ane Against The Road, e titled “The Plaint oe Pentapoly. 4 The a came Off as | 
very | : a | 


Pertig welll plod no aa to 
- We lack the Common Touch" 
- Since who can stand thie land of the bland | 
7 Where eooael is ey too much - 


Well, that ened fair enough. Wien he had boos hires wait a minute. “When had he been. there? ‘Was it the os 
| Greasé Trap. Tour of 599? No, that was further “North.” Brummagem, especially. 5 Where. he’d lost the ‘Address | im: 
Book, The one that caused all the trouble when it was found the next year, XV/600, year of Divorce 6 Sul, 2! 


how could that have been connected? What... , 
And then it came back, the entry in the Address Book: a - | | 
" Peaches. , . et The Penthouse, Peru” a ae —- _ didr't give her full name, 
| . 3 a 8 but Je didrts think to ask - 


Peaches! O 5 oO yUuc}, Peaches! Would he ever forget her? Could he ever fi orget her? 


2 See @2farien Materials, p. 24. 

3 See’ @efarien ‘Materials, Pp. 22, the “Epiphanic Moiiostichs.” 
: See @jarien Materials, p. 117, n. 5. , 

5 See Gefarien Materials, pp. 155-157, 171- 186. 

© See Cefarien Materials, p. 62, Long Question 1. 

T See Cefarien Materials, p. 26. 
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Z Well, yes. ‘He had only the foggiest: recollection now. A double: image, somehow, that wavered into view y when 
he ne — the name: . , , 


Peaches? a Peaches? 
But which one was. her? Were both her? How could that be? ‘And when had all this er 


: _ And then it all came roaring back. He had been lecturing on the roots of Thefatien Diama® all over the country _ 


at various Men’s Institutes i in Summer, 598. Stumbled ito PEROG late one evening, just in time for his turn at the 


| Jocal..:what did they cal]. it? Misteak Fest? Something like that.-His spiel had gone well, but: strangely ‘so, - with | 
) knowing laughs in all the wrong places from the somber, strangely dressed: crowd. Langhs? In PERGG? Ini Dullsville? 
_. ._.- Butit hadn’t been dull at all. Salubrious. Exhausting. Shameless. More than a bit disgusting. And, in the final | 
aial ysis. But dull, no. Especially after the, the ritual, when a kind lady? gi irl? had oe up-at her 2 ies and... | 


" How coutd he ever have thought PERUG was dull? And then he knew: 


His own fault. OSP had translated the terms in the VestList loosely, as was his wont, by sale with RW . a 
. items. The analogies had evidently been drawn from the RW of the 1950’s, and one of the items were correct.. 
__ Mittens-wasn’t the right equivalent for FRPTA. Gauntlets would have been closer, ‘but that wouldn’ t have as 


included the tiny spikes on the palms, and... 


_ PERGG THE DULL was. his own creation. It was an eae city, no, not unde, ca morally. Or ethically: | 7 
_-Or...im any case, PERUG was the City of. Error...no, check that...the City of Mistake. And. he’d spent five. anys) there, S5 


2 and wanted to come back for. more. To the strangely splayed City: that, 1 in late 598, looked light this 2 


And whit aiicut Peaches? Which Peaches? And what really h had happened? 


And what was that strange j jtem on the map, the oe somiewhat to the “NW N” of 'PERUG itself? aa = 
_ And what.was the Penthouse? What was the. Steakhouse? And what did i it all mean | ae 
. Not to mention, who was is atte Therapist? ~ ts 


D>, 


eg 


4 aig 


bat YOU know it, and you will tol it, come Thur say, with the help you've had here, it should be a tweere. | - 7 


_ Gut of the “North-West by North,” most a: Good for fever. 


8 See Gfarien Materials, p. 37-39. 
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: - Identification Lists =. ° 
from the ‘o Ceemtval Praxis, 1999. 


at INCIDENTAL CINGUAINS 


In the latter ‘dels of Seetien Materials; you nave nen blessedly spared full doses of dss poetry. Not. 
: that it ran out: he indited scores, indeed hundreds, of five-line poems, indulging whenever the mood came on him— 
| ‘ which it all too frequently did, either to ‘produce verse for Special Occasions or to commemorate Events that he | 
i | deemed important, but they were hardly functional. He had no audience aad himself, until Eniaca poms to his 


plaintive begging and let him teach her English. 


‘This was not the best atrangement, of. course. Cingquains, which peor for their Spprocialion ona combination of 
; : presetitations —the poemas heard and the poem as seen—don’t need a large audience (in fact, they don’t go well with 
”. more than a crowd of more than ten, at most), but a single person is, really, not sufficient, For one thing, the : 
7 difference of opinion on which any successful audience experience depends is utterly lost. For another ae the poet ° 
ne doesn’ t trust the reaction... especially if the audience is related to hex/bim: by marriage. 


‘Below, you will find TEN (10) cinguains, EIGHT (8) are by dsp, dating from and treating of hie i 


time in hich Therarie: ONE. (1) is by his wife-to- the-sixth, Enlaca ‘Omniversant. 3 ONE (1). . 
- fs by somebody/something else. Choose the most significant 3 [THREE] for trediment, ONE (2) | 
| by dsp, the ONE (1) by Eniaca. and the ONE (") by whoever or whatever else wrote one4 
a For each, identify, the-wiiter, then give: . | 


Ist, the event that caused the poem. | es © 
- 2nd,. the date, place, and significance -of that Svane (Sonne of the | 
events that come under this héading are included in the happenings ~~ 
recounted or referred to. in. Gefarien Materials; some are not. pees = 
what event-you wilt-small as a walk, great asa War.) . 7 - | 
3rd, a-brief. paraphrase of the poem: what. does it mean in context? e 
And-what does it-have to do with the event — 
4rd; a very, very brief critique of the poem, tearing. it to shreds or 
“praising it to the stars, or treating it somewhere in between. You may | 
ike any critical stance.. OF hone at all at 


_— NB: For Eniaca’ S poem, state. why she Widte it | 
is NB: for Ine “other” poo, woe oe if came to. be written. 


wee I The cinquain is nota Thefarien ror it procéeds’ from the eay: 20th century CE of the RW, ‘and is in fact American, 
. °. ‘invented by a New England poet named Adelaide’ Crapsey. (Honestly. That’s her name; I wouldn’ t make that up.) It has five 
- ; lines, of 2, 4, 6, 8, and 2 syllables in that order; this totals 22 syllables. The poetics: of it are somewhat like the Japanese 
. haiku-or tanka, It is probably best.used in catching an iniage and flicking it into the pool of the reader’s consciousness — 


though, as you can see, this was not the way dsp usually employed it ; 
2 The graciousness of this act cannot be overemphasized. She was a can woman, wagging s the wane a arekt deal ‘more 


_ than it did her. The acquisition opened up nothing at all to her: HDT. possessed no English. books, entertained no 
. Anglophones except OSP, had no, contact. with the “Real World” as ‘we insist on n calling it). except through oe same 
.. husband, whom she new too well already. 


3 Eniaca even wrote her own English cinquains for a while, unti she saw sat her skill at using ther new language made her 
husband jealous. 


. ° 4 But (1 hear you remark) you said in besides dsp. only Eniaca in all a High rg sia knew English. True enough; 


so I did. That would indicate that the other-poem would be a great exception, wouldn't it? Maybe it was translated by one of 
the two. uae it constituted a Great Exception. es ‘but why am I suggesting possibilities to you? You know the 


. facts. 
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ff 


.s Manic 
is as manic. 


: '. does. Feign full frenty? Well, 


_. aumless- you have a: real talent, 


avoid. 


2 , Luscious | 


‘honey comies from | 
the innards of some of 
the most curiously managed. . 
2 ag ioe _ 


3 : How’ botit 


_ caring to,share- 


“a ‘flattened ELT) with |. 


. the future parent’ of your: five.’ 
confusions? 


" : 4: Downwards | 


rise the tense tones... © 
_ bumpy with small eurgles, 
ominous but impossible..." = 
| what at eae : 


ass. ae 5. Kept oa on. 


- sliding around bili 
long after the sun ‘Ante, 
‘roughing it in mud till the squelch 
had ones ee 
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6. Huh-uh.. 
The negative. | 
approach. flouts if no 


. -. one dies before. the finale. an 
ma: Oho. | | 


; 7 Blowing’: : 


'.. your first entrance: ee 
speech. collapses your will oe 
to maintain your central. role as 
axa pas wea ge eS ee a 


The twiil - 

foretold i is the , 
..terminal turn, Jast. fick: 

of torque to trace in the trine of | 
— track : 


Out of . 

superal fret . 
—here a god there a iden. 
divine catastrophes oo : 


Z stomachs, 


. . 
“4 >» 
ee . 

. C) 

° 
. ot 
. 
. 


Unshelled. 
“with quite a pop - se 
come forth unyoked, ‘ah son, 


“to trim your father’ S SO 90 flagrant’ ~ 
: fringes. 3 


4 | Yi 


ra j s 


. 4 
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High Thefarie 81. 
Bh, PRESENTS | 


. In our culture, the Giving of Gifts is held to be the expression of affection or praise. On the surface, at least. 
 Weconfer benefits and baubles. on our near, our dear, and on others. whom we hope to seem to include in those 


| categories. The watch given for 60 years of faithful service lias now the subject of bitter jokes, yet watches continue 
: ‘to be handed to faithful undetlings who don’t have all that ‘much time left; they. have watchés, and anyway, the last, | 
ar item that they wish to keep track of in their brief years of leisured retirement is the time. But the presentation of 
eo anything superfluous and mildly expensive is held to be Nice, A Good Thing, the Simulation of the feelings and the 
_ proximity that, we fondly believe, constitute the reason for Real Gifts, the ones presented on days of commemo- : 

Joes ration and adoration. For blood ties and closenéss; that’s whither we give; in love and respect, that’s how we give. ) 


Only a complete. and utter cynic would carp with this today, and I’m busy elsew here. Let me merely point out that 


is overweening pride, emotional blackmail, cruelty, and the production of shame have all been embodied i in the gift- 7 
“1: process, and that’s here that I’m talking about, here in the RealWorld. A package of clothing deliberately picked too _ 
small, a yastly overexpensive géegaw that puts the recipient into well-nigh eternal obligation, a some-assembly , 


required toy to torture the naturally clumsy, a 2-pound box: ‘of candy to ravage the victim TEs gle dental 


7.) Gaties...oh, we all know, or know of, presents of that ilk, weapons, not benefactions. i 
-. -Butin high Therane, things are different. Gifts are different. Our subtext is their supertent. Start ‘with the... 
’ patlatch, thiat wide scatter of presents to all and sundry. to celebtate the Giver’s wealth and power. We know the © 
ar ' potlatch, we. experience it...but we cover it over with. a gloss of. altruism; imputing. only the most selfless of. ig. 
“motives. But ‘the Thefatiens, making a large and useless: a to establish: ‘their importance, push their’ pride on es 
eo further, turning the ceremony into an attack. a 


In fact, what we naively consider the Seven. Deadly Sins —Pride, Avarice: ‘Lust; Anger, Gluttony, Ey and 


2 Sloth—aré perf ectly acceptable reasons for: a celebration, which is ‘to say an. n assault on one’s Near and Dear. AS you - 
= care: about to demonstrate. — . | 


= leg . Below, you wil find the names!0. (TEN) standard Gifts ( employ-t the ustial Afneriéan terms, in. 
| “transiation* by analogy. Close enough In good enough. Something like each of these items... - - 
ts commonly employed in celebratory ceremonies in Dish. Therarie, not for enemies t 
’ but for friends. Each was presented, in its time,- by or fo dsp, and each caused him exquisite : 


| _ discomfort. No. offense, of coutse, Choose the most significant ° [THREE] for treatment, For | - 
each, give; i. Seg os be oe 
— Ist.a description of the article, and the date; place, presentation and reason for 
the Gi. | 
2nd, a tiny sketch of the ceremony—how waste Gift Given?’ : 
31d,.a brief ciccount (narrative will be accepted, if short) | of the. fesult, wholly 
disastrous to Hsp, at least.as he saw It.  & 
«4th, a attribution to the proper “Sin.” 


- NB: At some point, telate the locale to the Gittttual,. 
al NB; Diagrams or might not be amiss. But observe the time careful. 


t ~ A large headcover ee a 7. A book 
“2. Asmall, tamished silver plate: cS - 8.-‘Ahailter | | 
3. A-bunch of flowers (roselike) Yg, Five tripods: (pentapods, actualy) | 
4, A“necktie* in alias colors : 10, A boxed bird 
5. Asong §. * he  , Alamp 
6, pero utensi | "12, Ahearty meal 
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ba “Longe Questiouns | ae 
“from the Cerutual p ee 1997 


Here are Ehe: ‘Long Questions” 
_ But First..." : 


In fact; as recalled, he’d had his say.on it. Wasit in the game year—603? He’d atincked the game ina eae 


—s of his own a “The ‘Dine oe The Scie uted “The: Plaint gaint aatas si The peity came off as act 


- Perdgw we'll plod no pike to 
We lack the Common Touch | 

’. Since who can’ stand the land of the bland: 
‘Where enough i is way too > much ° pa 


f . 


"When he had ae PERUG2wondered dsp. Wait a minute. When had he — there? Was it o Greate. 
Trip Tour of 599? No, that was further “North.” Brummagem, especially. Where:he’d lost the ‘Address Book. The. 


| 4 one that caused all the trouble when it was sound: the next year, Ver year of Divorce i, Sul, anid could aca 


“have been connected? What... 9 
” And then it came back, the entry 3 in the Address Book: | : : 8 
Pas Peaches a eo The * Penthouse, Perag By didi t give ie full namie, eS oe 


but { didnt t think to. ask: 


Peaches! O cep deh p Peaches 1 Wouid he ever on her? Could he ever forget her? © 
- Well, yes. He had only the foggiest recollection now. A niente image, SOnenON, that wavered i into view when 
he aie a thomeht an name: = : mat 2 hee ee 


‘ 
= . 
. 
. 


But which one was her? Were all her? How could that be? And when had. all this feppened 
. And then it all came roaring back. He had been lecturing on the roots of Thefarien Drama all over the country at 


various Men’s Iistitutes i in Summer, 598. Stumbled into PERUG late one evening, just in time for his turn at the 
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. local. aie did they call it? Misteak. Fest? Something like that. His anil had gone well, but ene so, with 
~~ knowing laughs in all the wrong. places from the somber, strangely dressed crowd. Laughs? In PERGg? In Dulisville?. 
- i... But it hadn’t been dudl at all. Salubrious. Exhausting. Shameless. More than a bit disgusting. And, in the finial 

oe ‘analysis, But dull, no. Especially after the, the ritual, when a kind lady? girl? had put him up at her lana and... 
How could he ever have thought PERUG was dull? And then he knew: 7 
.- . His own. fault. osp had translated'the terms in the VestList. loosely, : as was his wont, by analogy with RW. 
cn 7 items. The analogies had evidently: -been drawn from the RW of. the 1950’s, and none of. the items were correct. 
- .. ‘Mittens wasn’t the right equivalent for ERPTA. Gauntlets would have been closer, ‘but that wouldn't es Tee | 
- gprs oa page eataas ke and... | i: 

: - PEROG THE DULL was his own creation. It was an aoa ay: no, not “jac. but eels Or ethically. eo 

ee Or.. in'any case, PERGG was the City. of Error. -no, check that...the City. of Mistake. And he'd spent five days. there, - : 


a - : ; and wanted to come back for more. To the seangely mane City that, in n Summer, XVI 598, had looked t like this: 


v 


. 
‘ 3 
} } j ° 
> ‘ ca 
® 1 : 5 t * i . . % 4 
' : . ! 
mn . 
ry bg #4 . . * - 6 . , é ary « . . * 
« . . bai + < . * ine oar 
« . . . . Ld 7 +, . * id fl . 
: 3% - . * “ . + * r ‘ . ee . re ie * é * > 
+ <* . > * Pa ~ * > “ . 
oo? . . o = ae € . ~. * s * “a! as te . ° ow? 5 . ee * $. « 
. ‘s * . . - is ‘a ow? 
eo oo * rary . ie ke ° > = 
a . . é . = y . - . * . bd 
* : J ae « = e . . . - os . . . ba . . €, ; 
3 7 - E PE EPR ae 5 nce , . . - 
7 " os . ad ¥ . . / ae : . Fs . ‘s 


a And what about Peaches? Which Peaches? And wiiat really h had iagpened?- 


_” And what was that stratige item on the ‘map,- the er somewhat to the “NWN” of es itself? = 4 ee ee | : ‘ 
. ,, _,..And’what was the Penthouse? What was the Steakhouse? And what did it all mean? ta Sg Re 
cee ae ed to’ mention, who was the Therapist? : i ee a ee er = : ee ee 


First; dscié: on: Peaches: ‘Give hei number. Tell piety why she has to be the : 


“ght one. a | _ . ; 
Then, answer one (1) of the folowing questions. we ss 4 - 7 | 3 


. “PeRass was the City of Mistake. a a ce : - 


_ Beplain this | in detail, using the chart on the last page ‘and anything from the passage before, | 
“and ee else you have. ie | 


WL His own f. aullt. Osp had aainelated the terms in ae Jenin iocsalis as was his wont, by analogy 
with RW items. The analogies had evidently been drawn from the RW of the 1950’s, and none of | 
- the items were correct. Mittens wasn’t the ri ight equivalent for ERPTA. Gauntlets would 
- have been closer, but that wouldn’t have included the tiny spikes on the palms, and... 
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Explain this j in detail, using the hein’ s on the last page and anything else from the passage 
before, and. anything else you nave. : 


| . Hl. ‘And what was that strange item on the map, the P somewhat to the “NWN” of of PERG iiself? 


Soe: this in deta using the Chait” ‘onthe fast page and anything else from the passage a 


_ before, and anything. else you: have. 


- ive ‘And what was the Penthouse? What was the Steakhouse? And what did it all mean? : 4 


_ Explain fhis in detail, aang ‘the endl: on \ the last page and anything else from the: passage ei 


before, and anything else you have, 


7 ve But it hadn’t been dull at all. Salubrious- Exhausting: Shameless. More than a bit dieeeiivs , 


And, in the final analysis. But-dull, no: eee? after the, the ritual, when a kind lady? gil? had in 


* put’ him Up: at her place and... 


Explain this in detail, ee the chart on ihe last page and anything else from the patsage | 


before, and anything else. you have. 


| | VI. Who was the Therapist? And how did He fi gure in al this? 


- Explain this | in detail, using the chart on: the last page and dnvintag else from the Passage 
Oa IOle, and anything else eee. have. Of course, you know NAG the: therapist is; 
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